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real state of affiibs in the Trans-Keian 
territory 
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Incloses despatch from Sir H. Bulwer with 
letter from the Lydenburg Defence Com- 
mittee appealing for British protection. 
Also Memorial previously received from 
same Committee, with answer returned 
thereto 



• • 
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Further information as to the defeat of the 
Transvaal forces in their attack on Siku- 
kuni's stronghold 



• • 
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• • 
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Regiment going out to relieve the 32nd should 
be diverted to Natal. Camp equipments 
for two battalions, with 500 saddles and 
bridles, to be sent out 32nd Regiment 
should be detained in South Africa. A 
detachment from Mauritius may be required 

Approves of the course pursued in issuing a 
Proclamation warning British subjects to 
abstain from taking part in the I^nsvaal 
war. Also of steps taken in conjunction 
with Major Lanyon to prevent irregular 
expeditions. Suggests expediency of legis- 
lation by the Cape Gktvernment to control 
recruiting for service of foreign States 

Approves, in reply to despatch of 14th August, 
communication made by him to President 
Burgers on the subject of the war 

In reply to their letter respecting ill treatment 
of a French Missionary. Condition of 
Transvaal Republic renders any attempt to 
obtain redress obviously useless • • 

Informing him of the appointment of Sir T. 
Shepstone as Special Commissioner to the 
Transvaal Republic and the native tribes • • 

In reply to their letter respecting ill treatment 
of a French Missionary by the Transvaal 
Government . . • • . . « « 

Acknowledging with satisfaction despatch .of 
31st August showing rumours of Kafir 
invasion to be without foundation. 

Approving the action taken by the Adminis- 
trator of Griqua-Land Wevt in regard to 
the conduct of the Chief Jantse Mothibe . . 

Expressing regret that there shoidd be any 
foundation for the report that explosive 
bullets might be used by the Transvaal 
Government. Instructs him to make re- 
monstrances if such use appear probable, 
or to adopt any practicable measures to 
prevent it 



• • 



Reports early departure of 3rd Bu£& for 
Natal. Requests instructions as to with- 
drawal of. any troops from Mauritius, or 
detentiou of transport at the Cape 
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To War Office 



• • 



Oct. 2, 1876 



To Governor Sir H. Barklv, 
G.C.M.G., K.C.B. 



War Office 



To Lieutenant-Govemor Sir H. 
E. fiulwer, E.C.M.G. 

Lieutenant-Governor Sir H. £. 
Bulwer, K.C.M.G. 



Governor Sir H. Barkly, 
G.C.M.G., K.C.B. 



To Lieutenant-Governor Sir H. 
E. Bulwer, K.C.M.O. 



J9 



»» 



To Governor Sir H. Barkly, 
.G.C.M.G., K.C.B. 



»» 



»> 



»> 



To Lieutenant-Governor Sir H. 
E. Bulwer, E.G.M.G. 



Lieutenant-Gbvemor Sir H. E. 
Bulwer, E.G.M.G. 



Oct. 3, 1876 



Oct. 3, 1876 



Oct. 4,. 18 76 



Aug. 25, 1876 



X7, 1876 
Oct. 5) 



Oct. 5, 1876 



Oct. 5, 1876 



Oct. 5, 1876 



Oct. 11, 1676 



Oct. 12, 1876 



Oct 12, 1876 



» 
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Aug. 29, 1876 
(Rec. Oct. 16) 



Sept. 2, 1876 
(Rec. Oct. 16) 



»» 



)* 



Sept. 6, 1876 
(Rec. Oct. 16) 



>» 



»» 



Sept. 6, 1876 
(Rec. Oct. 16) 
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In reply to the above, troops not to be with- 
drawn from Mauritius unless Lieutenant- 
Governor of Natal requests it. Transport 
should either return home direct or proceed 
to Mauritius for reinforcement as Sir H. 
Bulwer may desire 

Forwards copies of correspondence with Abori- 
gines' Protection Society and Evangelical 
Alliance respecting ill treatment of FWnch 
Missionary 

On the subject of movement of troops for 
South Africa . . 

Acknowledges despatches of 22nd August re- 
specting progress of Transvaal war 

Forwarding a letter received from Defence 
Committee of Lydenburg Gold Fields 
asking for protection, with his reply thereto 

Forwarding despatch from Administrator of 
Griqua-Land West stating that the Foreign 
Enlistment Act has been proclaimed Law 
in the province 

Sending him copies of the correspondence 
with War Office respecting movement of 
troops. Leaves it to his discretion to send 
for reinforcement from Mauritius if required 

Approves message sent to Getywayo urging 
him to maintain peace . • 

Approves answer returned to the Memorial 
from Defence Committee of Lydenburg 

Acknowledging despatch reporting the Pro- 
clamation of the Foreign Enlistment Act 
in Griqua-Land West . . 

Calls attention to the account of two prisoners 
having been cruelly put to death by com- 
mand, and in the presence of, President 
Burgers. Desires him to make further 
inquiries 

Acknowledging receipt of his correspondence 
with the Lydenburg Defence Committee, 
and approving his reply to that body. Sir 
T. Shepstone has authority to act as he may 
deem best for the protection of British 
interests in the Transvaal 

Reports issue of a notice prohibiting recruit- 
ing in Natal for the service of any foreign 
oiate .. •• .. .. 

Forwards a letter he has addressed to Presi- 
dent Burgers in connection with the appli- 
cation for protection recently made by the 
Lydenburg Defence Committee . . 

Further information as to progress of the 
war. Defeat of the Transvaal forces con- 
firmed. The Volksraad summoned to meet 
on 4th September to provide means for 
carrying on the war 

Forwards reply of Cetywayo to Lieutenant- 
Governor's message, and further message 
which has been sent to him in consequence. 
A warlike feeling has evidently beer aroused 
among the Zulus 
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Qovemor Sir H. 
G.C.M.G., K.C.B. 



Barkly, 
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To Governor Sir A. P. Fhayre, 
K.G.S.I., Co. 



To Governor Sir H. Barkly, 
G.C.M.G., K.C.B. 



Governor Sir H. Barkly, 
G.C^.G., K.C.B. 
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To Governor Sir H, Barkly, 
G.C.M.G., K.C.B. 

To Lieutenant-Governor Sir H. 
E. Bulwer, K-CM-G. 



» 
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To Governor Sir H. Barkly, 
G,C.M.G., BLC.B. 



To Lieutenant-Governor Sir H. 
E. Bulwer, K.C.M.G. 

Governor Sir H. Barkly, 
G.C.M.G., K.C.B. 
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>» 



Lieatenant-GK>vem(»r Sir H. E. 
Bulwer, K.C.M.G. 



t> 



)» 



Sept. 16, 1876 
(Rec Oct. 16) 



Sept. 16, 1876 
(Rec. Oct.. 16) 



Oct. 16, 1876 



»» 



>9 



• • 



Oat 19, 1876 

(Extract) 



Sept. 22, 1876 
(Rec, Oct. 21) 



Sept 23, 1876 
(Rec. Oct 21) 



Oct 21, 1876 



Oct 23, 1876 



Oct 25, 1876 



Oct 28, 1876 



Oct 28, 1876 



Oct 2, 1876 
(Rec Oct 30) 



Oct 3, 1876 
(Rec. Oct. 30) 



Sept 21, 1876 
(Rec. Nov. 3) 



8ept 21, 1876 
(Rec. Nov. 3) 



Sept 22, 1876 
(Rec. Nov. 3) 



Misconduct of petty Batlapin Ghieft, Bottiasitse, 
Motlabane, and Moshete, in robbing native 
labourers on their return from the Diamond 
Fields . • • . . • 

Forwards speech delivered by President 
Burgers in opening the Special Session of 
the Yoiksraad. . 



••» 



Informs him of discretionary power given to 
Lieutenant-Governor of Natal to withdraw 
150 men from the Mauritius garrison 

Again calling attention to alleged atrocities 
perpetrated by Transvaal Commando. In- 
struets him to dfinuuid^ fiiU explanation 
from President Bm^gers •« 

Sends letter from Preaidfint Baigef» stating 
that he must postpone his reply to Lord 
Camarvon*8 representations on the subject 
of the war 



• • 



cc 



Commandeering " of British sab)ects. For*- 
wards a letter addressed to Major Lanyou 
by Mr. Gaisford of Pretoria, and a Memo- 
rial from British residents at Potchafstroom, 
inquiring if the Proolamatioa relative to the 
'* Foreign Enlistmeni Act" applies to 
British subjects living in the TVansvaal 
Republic 



• • 



Acknowle<%e8 despatch of |16th September 
sending President Burgers* speech 

Acknowledges deapatoh of 29ih August with 
Proclamations against aiding the TVansvaal 
and recruiting for foreign States . . 

Acknowledges despatch of 6th September re- 
specting progress of the war 

Robberies of native labourers by subordinate 
Chiefs of the Batlapins. Approves the course 
adopted by Sir H. Barkly in the matter . . 

Approves terms of second message sent to the 
Zulu King - ^ 



• t 



• • 



Forwards reply fron Presideiit BmgexB on 
the subject of the war. Combats the Pre- 
sident's assertion that Sikukuni is a rebel- 
lious subject of the Transvaal Republic. 
Shows that his territory was never included 
within the limits of the Republic until the 
publication of a map in. I&75 

Reports a slight disturbance in Griqua-Land 
East ; some followers of Nehemiah Moshesh 
having offered armed resistance to Captain 
Blytb, the Resident Magistrate . . 

Forwarding President Burgers' speech to the 
Yolksraad. Operations against Sikukuni 
have been instrusted to Captain von Schlick- 
mann, by whom several raids for the 
destruction of native kraals have been 
made, in which women have been killed . . 

Forwards correspondence with President 
Burgers relative to a reported intention of 
the Zulu King to attack the Amaswazi 

Forwards a letter from President Burgers on 
the subject of the complaints of the Ly- 
denbuig Defence Committee, and defending, 
the conduct of the Transvaal Gcvernment 
in prosecuting the war • . 
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LiealeiuuiVG€fvenMr:8ir H. K 
fittlwer, K.C.M.G. 
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• • 



Governor Sir H. 
G.CLM.O., K.C»B. 



Barkly, 



9« 



» 



fiept 22, 1876 
(Recl^ov. 3) 



Sept. 22, 1876 
(Rec Nov. 3) 

Sept 27, 1876 
(Rec. Nov. 3) 

Sept. 29, 1676 
(fteo. Nov. 3) 



Oct 6, 1876 
(Bae. Var. 11) 

Oct 7, 1876 
(Bee. Nov. 3) 



Oct 7, 1876 
(Rec. Nov. 3) 
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99 



99 



To Governor Sir H. Barkly, 
G.aM.G., KXD.B. 



To Lwntenant^Govexifeor Sir H. 
E. Balwer,.E.aM.G. 

To Governor Sir H. Bavkly, 

tjr.CnltG., £.»CB. 



99 



99 



99 



99 



99 



99 



To Lieutenant-Governor Sir H. 
E. Bulwer, K.C.M.G. 



Oet. 9, 1876 



Oct 10, 1876 
(Bac. Nov. 3) 



Nov. 4, 1876 



Nov. «, 1876 



Nov. 9, 1876 



Nov. 9, 1876 



Nov. 9, 1876 



Nov. 9, 1876 



Nov. 9, 1876 



SUBJIIOT. 



Page 



F^rwavda extract iron a private letter giving 
a short ibistory of the caAtsee which led to 
bDe war .. •• •• •• 

Sending copy of a further letter received from 
the Lydenburg Defence Committee • . 

Progress of the war. No news of importance 



Reports that Captain Blyth had been net at 
defiance by Nehemiah Moshesh in East 
Griqua-Land.. 



•I • 



Further on the same subject 



Reports from Administrator of Griqua-Land 
West ^f tresMtuiioe to the Police by some 
natives on the north-east iromtier. Pour 
of the offenders had been tried and heavily 
fined . • . • . • • 

Forwards letter addreeeed to PreflMlent 
Burger8, in pursuance of Lord Camarvon's 
despatch of 31st August, relative to the 
"commandeering" of British subjects in 
the Transvaal , 



Submits letter addressed to President Burgers 
protesting against the mode in which the 
war against Sikukuni is being carried on. 
Reports atrocities committed by von Schlick- 
mann and his corps . . . . . • 

Further Memorandum by Secretary for Native 
Affairs an State matters on the eastern 
frontier. Not very satisfactory. It has 
been decided to augment the frontier 
.p<ilioe by 200 men 

Approving the action taken in respect to the 
hostile proceeding of a party of the folr 
lowers of Nehemiah Moshesh 

Aohno^idedges despatch sending -President 
Burgers' speech 

Forwards oorrespondence with Lieutenant- 
Governor -of Natal respecting the claim of 
the Transvaal to the Sovereignty over the : 
ilonavwazies • • • « 

Approves the remonstrance addressed to Pre- 
sident Burgers on the subject of the " com- ' 
mandeeriog " of British subjects . 

Has received with regret the Memorandum of 
Secretary for Native Affairs giving unsatis- 
fiKStory account of condition of eastern 
frontier. Approves measures adopted 

Acknowledges despatch reporting resistance 
to poliee by natives in Griqua-Land West . . 

Acknowledges despatch of 21st September. 
States that Her Majesty's Government 
cannot recognise the title of the Transvaal 
Government to any sort of Suzerainty or 
protection, over the Amaswazies . . 
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To Lieutenant-Governor Sir H. 
E. Bulwer, K.C.M.G. 
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Nov. 9, 1876 



Nov. 11, 1876 



Xicutenant-Govemor Sir H. E. 
Bulwer, K.C.M.G. 

Governor Sir H. Barkly, 
G.C.M.G., K.C.B. 



Oct. 5, 1876 
(Rec. No. 11) 

Oct. 17, 1876 
(Rec. Nov. 11) 



Subject. 



In reply to despatch of 22nd September states 
that Sir T. Shepstone will communicate the 
views of Her Majesty's Government to 
Sikukuni if he thinks it desirable. Fears 
there is truth in the statement of the 
Lydenbiirg Defence Committee that they 
cannot rely on protection from the Trans- 
vaal Government 

Acknowledges despatch of 22nd September 
inclanng letter from President Burgers on 
the subject of the war. Is not prepared to 
assent to Mr. Burgers' statement that Siku- 
kuni is a " rebel " 



• • 



Progress of the Transvaal war. Speech of 
President to the Raad . . 



• • 



Paul Hen wood, Esq., and John i Nov. 13, 1876 
Roseveare, Esq. 



To Governor Sir H. Barkly, 
G.C.M.G., K.C.B. 



Nov. 16, 1876 



To Paul Henwood, Esq., and 
John Roseveare, Esq. 



To Governor Sir H. Barkly, 
G.C.M.G., K.C.B. 



Nov. 18, 1876 



Nov. 23, 1876 



Governor Sir H. 
G.C.M.G., K«C.B« 



Barkly, 



»i 
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Oct. 30, 1876 
(Rec. Nov. 28) 



Oct. 30, 1876 
(Rec. Nov. 28) 
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Oct. 30, 1876 
(Rec. Nov. 28) 



Oct. 30, 1876 
(Rec. Nov. 28) 



Aborigines Protection Society. • 



Lieutenant-Governor Sir H. E. 
Bulwer, K.C.M.G. 



Nov. 29, 1876 



Oct. 9, 1876 
(Rec. Dec. 7) 



Forwards further communication from Ly- 
denburg Defence Committee calling atten- 
tion to the dangerous position in which 
they are placed 

Calling attention to the plunder of their pro- 
perty at Lydenburs: and Pilgrim*s Rest by 
the Amaswazis in July last. Ask assistance 
in obtaining reparation and protection 

Acknowledges despatch of 9th October re- 
specting the mode in which the war is 
being carried on. Renews instructions to 
him to prote$tt against atrocities Does 
not consider Von Schlickmann*s explana- 
tion satis&ctory 

In reply to their letter states that Her Ma- 
jesty's Government have no authority or 
jurisdiction over the Transvaal Government . 

In reply to despatch of 17th October points 
out that persons, who, of their own free 
will, have become residents in the Trans- 
vaal R«>public, cannot claim protection from 
Her Majesty's Gk>vernment 

Forwards report from Administrator of 
Ghnqua-Land West of the fining of 
Mr. W. H. Coleman, a British subject, for 
disobeying a requisition from the Transvaal 
Government for *' commando " purposes . • 

Reporting further on the progress oi the 
Transvaal war. Arrival of volunteers from 
the Diamond Fields. Petition to Yolks- 
raad against the war from population of the 
GK)ld Fields. The condition of affairs in 
the Republic borders upon anarchy 

Reports his refusal to grant a permit for trans- 
shipment of war maUriel to the Union 
steam-ship " Natal," bound for Dehigoa Bay . 

On the subject of the resistance to Captain 
Blyth in East Griqua-Land. Nehemiah 
Moshesh has been arrested and sent to 
Natal for safe custody . • 



Directing attention to statements of atrocities 
committed by Transvaal Boers under com- 
mand of Von Schlickmnnn 

Furnishing an historical account of the rela- 
tions between Sikukuni and the Transvaal 
Republic. Forwards letter from Defence 
Committee of Lydenburg, brought by 
Mr. Ablett, together wil£ copy of his 
answer. Reports present state of affairs . , 
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Lieutenant-GoTemor Sir H. E. 
Bulwer, K.C.M .G. 



Oct. 11, 1876 
(Bee. Dec. 6) 
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Oct. 12, 1876 
(Rec. Dec. 7) 



»» 
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Oct. 12, 1876 
(Reo. Dec. 7) 
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Governor Sir H. 
G.C.M.G., K.C.B. 



Barkly, 



To GoTOmor Sir H. Barkly» 
G.C.M.G., K.C.B. 



Lieutenant-GoTemor Sir H. E. 
Bulwer, K.G.M.G. 
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Governor Sir H. 
G.CM.G., K.C.B. 



BarUy, 
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Oct. 18, 1876 
(Rec. Dec. 7) 

Oct. 18, 1876 
(Rec. Dec. 7) 



Oct 20, 1876 
(Rec. Dec. 7) 



Oct. 28, 1876 
(Rec. Dec. 7) 

Nov. 6, 1876 
(Rec. Deo. 7) 



Dec. 9, 1876 



Oct. 26, 1876 
(Reo. Dec. 11) 

Oct. 27, 1876 
(Rec. Dec. 11) 



Oct. 81, 1876 
(Rec. Dec. 11) 



Nov. 2, 1876 
(Rec. Dec. 11) 



Nov. 8, 1876 
(Rec. Dec. 11) 



Nov. 18, 1876 
(Rec. Dec. 11) 



Nov. 13, 1876 
(Rec. Dec. 11) 



Further pn^resB of the war. Forwards 
report of a public meeting at Lydenburg, 
and a Memorial addressed to the Govern- 
ment at Pretoria 

Forwards report by Resident Magistrate at 
Newcastle on the state of afiairs in the 
Transvaal RepubHc, and the policy of the 
Republic towards the neighbouring native 
tribes 



• • 



Sends letter Arom President Burgers on the 
subject of the war, expressing his deter- 
mination to repress the ** rebellion" of 
Sikukuni 



• • 



Incloses reply of the Zulu King to a message 
sent to him. Considers it satisfactory • • 

Incloses copy of a message he had sent to 
Getywayo in consequence of a report that 
manv girls and young men had been put to 
deatn for disobeying the Zulu laws of 
marriage 



• • 



Forwards various reports and statements 
respecting affkirs in East Griqua-Land and 
other native districts . . 



• • 



Proceedings of Captain Blyth, in connection 
with disturbances in East GhriquapLand 

Respecting the Treaty concluded in 1857 
between Sekwati, Sikukuni's father, and 
the then Lydenburg Republic . • 

On the subject of the fining of Mr. W. H. 
Coleman. Directs him to demand from 
President Burgers the immediate liberation 
of Mr. Coleman, if incarcerated, and resti- 
tution of any fine that may have been 
exacted from him 

Forwards further correspondence with the 
Defence Committee of Lydenburg 



• • 



Transmits a Memorandum showing the course 
taken or contemplated by him in connection 
with the hostilities in the Transvaal 

Forwards #tatement made by messengers sent 
to obtain information on the border of East 
Griqua-Land. Reported proposal by the 
Zulu King for a combination of native 
tribes against the whites generally • « 

Incloses warlike message received from Gety- 
wayo. It is believed that his intention is 
to attack the Amaswazi as soon as an 
opportunity offers 



• • 



Further progress of the war. No news' of 
special importance. Capture of women and 
children by the Boers ; the latter sent into 

Slavery . • . . . • . « 

Forwards letter fcom President Bnigers in 
reply to remonstrance addressed to him by 
the Administrator of Griqua-Land West 
on the subject of the fining of Mr. Gole- 
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Forwards letter from President Burgers on 
the subject of the '* commandeering *' of 
British subjects in the Transvaal Republie . 
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To Aborigines Protaetion 
Society 



To Lieutenant -Oovernor Sir 
H. Bulwer, K.C.M.G. 



LieuAentnt-GoTemor Sir ILE. 
Bulwez, KC.M.G. 
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« • 



Governor Sir H. 
G.aM.G., E.C.B. 



Barkly, 
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To Governor Sir H. Batkly, 
, G.C.M.G., K.C.B. 



9» 



99 



To Lieutenant-Governor Sir 
H. E. Bulwer, K.C.M.G. 



99 



99 



Nov. 13, L676 
(OecDeo. 11) 

N«v. 14, 1«76 
(Bee. Dec. 11) 



Nov. 14, 1676 
(Eee. Dec. 11) 



Nov. 14, 1876 
(Rec..Dec. 11) 



Deo. U, 1676 



Dec. 17, 187« 



Nov. 13, 1876 
(EtocDec. 18) 



Nov. 13, 1876 
(Rec. Dec. 18) 



Nov. 18, 1876 
(Bee Dec. 18) 



Nov. 50, 1876 

(Ertrabt) 
(Bee. Dec. 18) 



Dec. 16, 1876 



Dec. 21, 1876 



Dec. 21, 1876 



Dec. 21,. 1876 



Beporte kaving euthonaKd Administrator of 
Gbiqaa-Land West to advance money for 
maintenance of postal communication with 
Pretoria.; the bills ^ven to the contractor 
by the !Transvaal Government not being 
sgotiable on any terms 



• • 



Beports appointment of Colonel Eustace as 
Besident with the Chief Kreli • . 



• • 



On the^«abject of the barbarous execution of 
two : Kafirs by command of President 
Burgers. There is no doubt of the 
accuracy of the report . • 



• • 



Sesris ocpy of a despatch he has addressed to 

Lieutenant-Governor of Natal, covering 

Memoranda by the Cape Secretary for 

.Native Aflairs as to recent afiairs in East 

^GriqiiE-Land . • 



• • 



Beporting the circumstances of the wreck of 
the transport *^ St. Lawrence " with the 
3rd Bu£b on board 

.Lr reply to their letter on the subject of the 
atrocities committed against the natives by 
the Transvaal Boers • . 



• • 



Aoknowle^ing his despatches of 30th October 
and 2nd November, with messages to and 
from Cetywayo. Caonot recommend any 
definite course of action, but uiges neces- 
sity of great caution, and directs him to 
keep Sir H. Barkly fully informed 

Forwards a description by one Mahoieza, a 
Natal native, of the attack on Sikukuni*s 
stronghold at which he was present 

Information as to the results of the mission 
of Mr. Budolph on behalf of Transvaal 
Gk)vernment to the- Zulu King . . 

Forwards, with comments, a despatch from 
President Burgers defending the action of 
.the .Transvaal Government in regard to 
Sikukuni, and setting forth the grounds 
upon which his territory is claimed as part 
of the Republic 

Forwards copy of despatch which he has sent 
to President Burgers on the subject of 
alleged atrocities. Believes that if a 
guarantee of safety could be given, further 
infoixnation of outrages committed in the 
Transvaal Bepublic would be revealed 

Bespecting fine imposed ou Mr. Coleman, 
under Transvaal commando law. Her 
Majesty's Government recognize no juris- 
diction by the Transvaal Government over 
British subjects residing beyond the frontier 
of the Bepublic, as fixed by the "Keate 
A ward .. .. •• •• 

A|iproves advance of money to secure the 
maintenance of postal communication be- 
tween the Transvaal and Kimberley 

Acknowledges despatch of 9 th October, and 
approves answer to Lydenberg Defence 
Committee • • . • . . . . 

Acknowledges despatch of 26th October, with 
fiui;her correspondence with the Lydenberg 
Defence Committee 
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Prom or to whom. 



To Governor Sir H. Barkly, 
aC.M.G., K.C.B. 



To Lieutenant - Governor Sir 
H. E. Bulwer, K.C.M.G. 



» 



»» 



Lieutenant-Governor Sir H. E. 
Bulwer, K.C.M.G. 



Governor Sir H. 
G.C.M.G., K.C.B. 



Barkly, 



» 



» 



»» 



>» 



War Office 



To GK)vemor Sir H. Barkly, 
G.C.M.G., K.C.B. 



Date. 



Dec. 22, 1876 



Subject, 



Page 



Dec. 2S, 1876 



Dec. 23, 1876 



Nov. 24, 1876 
(Rec. Dec. 28) 



Dec. 4, 1876 
(Rec. Dec. 28) 

(Extract.) 



Dec. 4, 1876 
(Rec. Dec. 28) 



Dec. 6, 1876 
(Rec. Dec. 28) 

Dec. 29, 1876 



Dec. 80, 1876 



Has learned with satisfaction from despatch 
of 14th November, the improved condition 
of affiurs in Griqua-Land East . . 

Approves his proceedings as explained in a 
Memorandum showing the course taken or 
contemplated by him in connection with 
the Transvaal war 

Hastens to record dissent from assumption, 
contained in letter from President Burgers, 
that Sikukimi is a rebel whom the Trans- 
vaal Government were bound to punish . . 

Forwarding reports on the state of affiiirs in 
Zulu-Land. Mr. Rudolph's mission has 
been a failure 

Sending copy of his reply to President 
Burgers on the subject of the claims of the 
Transvaal Government to Sikukuni*s terri- 
tory. Reports death of Von Schlickmann 
in an attack on a kraal . 



• • 



Forwards letter from Ehame, King of the 
Bagamangwatos, pr^ng for protection 
against the Tranvaal Boers 



• • 



Reports friendly meeting between Colonel 
Eustace and KreH 

Transmitting copy of a letter from Lieutenant- 
General Sir A. Cunynghame relative to the 
distribution of the troops at the Cape 



• • 



In reply to President Burgers* defence of the 
conduct of the Transvaal Government. 
Considers it clear that the Republic has no 
real claim to any territory beyond the 
Steelpoort River 



• • 
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Correspondence respecting the War between the Transvaal 
RepubUc and neighbouring Native Tribes, and generally 
with reference to Native Affairs in South Africa* 



:so.i. 

Oovernor Sir.H. Barkly, G.C.M.G,, K.C.B., to the Earl of Carnarvon. — (Received 

February 20.) 

My Lord, Government House^ Cape Town^ January 25, 1876. 

AMONG the inclosures to my despatch by last mail, covering copy of my reply 
to President Burgers, I forwarded a leading article extracted from the Cape Town 
*' Argus," on the subject of recent discussions in the Volksraad of the South African 
Republic as to Kafir labour, with a view of showing that the remonstrances I had, 
as High Commissioner, already addressed to his Honour had not been uncalled for 
nor altogether unavailing. 

2. These discussions having also attracted the attention of the Lieutenant- 
Governor of Griqua-Land West, he has addressed to me the communication of 
which I have now the honour to transmit copy, in which he calls attention to the 
pass laws of the Republic, as tending, not merely to prevent labourers from 
proceeding to work at the diamond mines, or on the public works of the Cape 
Colony, but as constituting a virtual breach of the Convention of 1852, which 
stipulates that slavery shall not be practised by the emigrant farmers. 

3. It does not appear clear from the reports of the debates in the ^'Transvaal 
Advocate '' forwarded by Mr. Southey, whether the projected alterations in the 
pass system, which would constitute a terrible aggravation of the stringent regula- 
tions established in 1873, were actually embodied in a new J^w, which is to be put 
in force, after a certain date, in such districts only as the President may see fit, or 
whether the whole question stands over, as recommended by his Honour, till the 
next session of the Volksraad. 

4i. From an excellent paper entitled "Native labour and Native Policy," which 
appeared in the last number of the Cape Monthly Magazine, and which contains 
later accounts of the proceedings of the Volksraad on the subject, I am led to hope 
that the latter course was finally adopted, and that there may still therefore be 
time for an expression of opinion on the part of Her Majesty's Government, when, 
commenting on my reply to Mr. Burgers, to have a salutary effect. 

I have &CC 
(Signed) ' HENRY BARKLY. 



Inclosure 1 in No. 1. 

Sir, Lieutenant-Governor's Office^ Kimberley, January 16, 1875. 

, SEEING that nearly all the native labour required for working our mines is 
drawn from the independent tribes residing beyond the South African Republic in a 
northerly and north-easterly direction, and seeing also that an endeavour is being 
(453) B 



2 

made to obtain some thousands of men from the same tribes to work on the Cape 
railways now in course of construction, I deem it to be my duty to draw your 
Excellency's attention to a Law which exists in the South African Republic, and 
was passed, I believe, in 1873, and to another Law which appears to have been 
passed during the recent session of the Volksraad of that Republic, but the 
operation oF which is deferred until the next session of that body, in May next, on 
the urgent appeal of the President, which laws, in my opinion, are calculated, if 
not intended, to prevent the said natives from leaving their own country to come 
hither, as they must pass through some portion of the Transvaal territory, or native 
territory over which the Republic exercises jurisdiction, and in so doing are liable 
to be arrested and punished. 

2. I have another object in requesting your Excellency's attention to this 
matter, and that object is to point out that, as it appears to me, these laws, which 
apply only to one class of persons, " Kafirs, or coloured people," establish practi- 
cally a system of quasi-slavery, in direct conflict with the stipulation in the Con- 
vention of 1852, which states that *' no slavery is or shall be permitted or practised 
in the country to the north of the Vaal River by the emigrant farmers." 

3. 1 should have written to your Excellency earlier upon this subject, but have 
waited in expectation that the Law recently passed, or at least the Report made by 
a Commission of Volksraad thereon, would be published in the official "Gazette" 
(as other proceedings of the Raad are published), which, however, up to the present 
time, has not been done. 1 cannot, therefore, now send you any officially published 
Report, but I forward numbers of the ''Transvaal Advocate" to hand (4th and 11th 
January), in which you will find reported the proceedings in Volksraad on the 5th, 
6th, and 7th November last, on "the Pass Law,'' which contains sufficient informa- 
tion to enable your Excellency to form an opinion upon the effect likely to be 
produced when the Law is put in force. 

4. The information contained in these papers is scarcely sufficient to enable me 
to form a decided opinion as to whether the Law is finally passed and only awaits a 
convenient season for promulgation, or whether it is left open to further discussion 
at the ensuing session of Volksraad in May, it is, however, evident that it would 
have been put in force at the commencement of this month but for the urgent 
representations of the President that just now it would be seriously damaging to 
himself, as it would in effect falsify the statements made in his despatch to your 
Excellency, respecting the more humane policy to be observed towards the native 
races under his administration ; and also, to use his own words, annul the Treaties 
entered into by his Honour with certain natives resident within the territories 
awarded to the Batlapins and Baralongs by the late Lieutenant-Governor Keate. 
On these representations the Volksraad appears to have agreed to postpone bringing 
the Law into operation for the present, but by no means to have abandoned it, 
although the President and several of the members saw clearly, what must be 
apparent to all intelligent persons who know anything of the native races of this 
continent, and of the effect hitherto produced by class legislation having for its 
object enforced labour, that the Law would act injuriously on the labour market. 

5. A system, similar to that now sought to be enforced in the South African 
Republic, to compel c(Moured persons to work for the whites, and to render them 
liable to suffer corporal punishment by order of field-cornets for non-observance of 
the law requiring them to be in service, was in operation in the Cape Colony within 
my recollection, but beyond a doubt the effect of it was most disastrous, for it very 
naturally aroused in England and elsewhere feelings antagonistic to the best 
interests of the colonists, which resulted in the adoption of measures for with- 
drawing coloured persons from the service of their white employers, and placing* 
them in independent positions at missionary institutions or in locations set apart 
for their special use, where, collected together in masses without intelligent super- 
vision, they brooded over their wrongs, or supposed wrongs, until they broke out in 
open rebellion, and joined the Kafirs in war against the British Government in 
1850. 

6. The same causes will produce the same results sooner or later. We have 
seen it in the Cape Colony and in Jamaica^ and we now see it in America, where a 
class, held in forced subjection for a time under laws revolting to the finest instincts 
of human nature, has been found to be a very dangerous element of society whea 
released from its thraldom, Which release must, in every country, sooner or later 
occur ; indeed, the element is a dangerous one even while the people forming it are 
held in a state of slavery, and can only be restrained by the application of measares 
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such as happily are not now-a-days permitted to exist in any portion of Her Majesty^s 
Dominions. 

7. The Law of 1873 imposed a tax of IZ. upon all coloured persons, who were 
required to possess what are styled passes, but, I believe, exempted certain persons 
from its operations, such as those in service of burghers of the" State; but the 
postponed law of last year, while imposing a tax of 5Z. for each pass, compulsory 
service for at least three months, and heavy penalties for non-observance of the law, 
appears to exempt none. 

8. Not having seen the law itself nor the Report of the Commission of Volks- 
raad, I am unable to judge what the exact position will be of "Kafirs" who 
endeavour to pass through the Republic lo or from this province or the Cape 
Colony; but it looks as if all such persons must serve for three months in the 
Republic, and for non-observance of this requirement, are to be liable to summary 
arrest and subject to a fine of from 11. to 10/., and a further punishment of from 
ten to twenty 'five lashes on conviction before the nearest field-cornet. ^ 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) R. SOUTHEY, Lieutenant-Governor. 

His Excellency Sir Henry Barkly, G.C.M.G., K.C.B., 
&c, &c. &c. 



Inclosure 2 in No. 1. 

VOLKSBAAD. 



Thursday f 5th November. 

The Pass Law. — The report of the Committee was read, to the effect that it 
had been guided in the alterations proposed by the desire to secure labourers in the 
interest of the industry of the white inhabitants of the country. After some discus- 
sion, it was resolved to deal with the whole Pass Law, together with the proposed 
alterations. Articles 1 and 2 passed. With Article 3, the principle of the law came 
under discussion. 

The Commission had recommended to raise the price of a Kafir Pass from 11. 
to 51. Messrs. Kock, Preller, and Esterhuizen, were against the proposed charge. 
Messrs. Prinsloo and de Vries stronglv supported the proposed alteration. The 
former wanted it fixed at 71. 10s. Mr. t*. Kruger warned against this great raising 
of the price ; the object contemplated of obtaining labourers would not be reached. 
He proposed to fix tne price at 3/. Mr. Vorster pointed out that it would be unjust 
to tax a Kafir at 5Z. while burghers who possessed thousands of morgen of land 
only paid U. or 11. lOs. Messrs. Smit, Breitenbach, Beker, and Munnich strongly 
contended for raising the price of a pass to 51. Messrs. Taljaard and Roetz 
preferred 3i. Mr. Otto, on the other hand, would give it up altogether, if 5Z. were 
not fixed. Messrs. Bodenstein and Buhrmann insisted upon 51. The latter con- 
demned the fear of the condemnation of others, and said we must do and not look 
around. Eventually the increasing the price to 51. was approved. Messrs. Dreyer, 
Prinsloo, Breitenbach, Sephton, Munnich, Taljaard, Buhrmann, Smit, Beker, De 
Vries, Swanepoel, Bodenstein, and C. Joubert, voted in the majority. Messrs. 
Esterhuizen, Kock, Roetz, Otto, de la Rey, and the Chairman voted in the minority. 
The Raad then adjourned. 

Fridatfy 6th November. 

The discussion on the Pass Law was renewed and lasted all day. The 
following changes were approved : 1st. The management of Kafir cases was taken 
out of the hands of the Landdrost, and transferred to the Field Cornet, in spite of a 
strong opposition thereto, especially by Mr. Lys. 2nd. Kafirs to be obliged to go 
into service for three months, and to have a certificate thereof, for which each Kafir 
must pay 5s. 

The Commission had added a section reading thus : " Kafirs or coloured people, 

as defined l)y Article 1 of this law, in case of not complying with the requirements 

of this law, ma}' be brought before the nearest Field Cornet by any burgher, and in 

ease of non-payment, incur a fine of from U. to lOZ,, and be punished with from ten 
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to twenty-five lashes/' This led to a " warm " discussion. Strong opposition was 
made to giving so much power to Field Cornets ; a new Court would be constituted 
thereby. In the end, this article was approved by 12 votes to 9. The majority 
were Messrs. Dreyer, Prinsloo, Esterhuizen, Breitenbach, Cameron, Taljaard, Buhr- 
mann^ Birkenstock, Otto, Smit, Swanepoel, and C. Joubert. The minority were : 
Munnich, Lys, Kock, Roetz, de la Rey, De Vries, Bodenstein, Piper, and the Chair- 
man. 

The last Article had the object of bringing the law into operation on 1st 
January, 1875 ; but to leave the Government at liberty to abstain from bringing it 
into operation in districts where they saw no chance of carrying it out. 

The President, who now for the first time appeared during this debate, gave 
the Raad distinctly to understand that by accepting this law they would, in point of 
fact, annu] Treaties concluded with the Chiefs on the south-western borders. He 
desired to know if the Raad desired to do that? Thereupon ensued another long 
discussion, during which many proposals were made to except the natives with 
whom Treaties had been made from the operation of the law. In the course of the 
discussion Mr. Munnich said, that after the last accepted resolution, another entirely 
new provision must be made, preventing Kafirs going from one division to another 
to work. He proposed an Article the purport of which was to give Kafir passes at 
10*. each, entitling them to go and look for work. 

The President said he wished such an Article would be passed, for the whole 
Pass Law would then be null. The Kafirs would get the 10s. passes, and go over 
the borders at Bloemhof or Wakkerstroom, and afterwards would come back with 
a certificate of being in service here or there. Further he contended that by 
enacting this law, his whole inland policy would be knocked to pieces ; so much so 
that with this law in his hand, Sir Henry Barkly could fully answer his (the Presi- 
dent's) late despatch ; his Honour pointed to the good fruits of his more humane 
policy in regard to the natives on the south-west borders, and declared against the 
glaring injustice of the law, which made a Kafir pay a tax of 5/., without any appeal 
from the decision of a Field Cornet ; while white vagrants only paid lO^,, and had 
right of appeal to two or three Courts. It was absurd to think' that we should get 
labourers by taxing the Kafirs at a high rate ; while even if we get them it must be 
considered that enforced labour is the worst and dearest. Then, it was proposed 
that the Government should be free to carry out the law, only when they saw a 
chance of doing it ! This was simply saying, " Fish ! I can't yet get you into my net ; 
but look out ; 1 shall try it ! " With this law in hand, a clever agent might undo 
all the work of the Government for two years past, and detach the Kafirs from us. 
If the Raad would take his advice, they would make the last Article of this law read 
— *^ the Raad postpones the coming into operation of this law until the next meeting 
of Volksraad." 

Mr. C. Joubert opposed this. Mr. Kock was in favour of it. 

The Raad then adjourned. 

Saturday, 7th November, 1874. 



The Pass Law. — Conclusion of the Debate. — The further discussion of this 
matter lasted nearly the whole day. The great question was whether the putting 
into operation of the law should be postponed. For the postponement until next 
May or entire rejection of the law, spoke the Chairman, and Messrs. Esterhuizen, 
Otto, Kruger, Kock, Munnich, Vorster, Preller, and Piper; for postponement until 
the Treaties shall have been carried out, or for immediate approval, spake Messrs. 
de Vries, Prinsloo, Smit, C. Joubert. Dreyer, Buhrmann, and Beker, (who, at first 
feeling unable to decide how to vote, eventually voted for postponing until May 
next) and Messrs. Breitenbach, Bodenstein, Taljaard, and Birkenstock. Speakers, 
both in favour of, and in opposition to, the measure, persisted in complaining that 
Government had so long delayed the necessary explanations. The objectors to the 
law grounded their opposition on the points raised by his Honour the President on 
the preceding day; on the probability of its nullifying the inland policy of the 
Government, and on the excessive power it placed in the hands of the field cornets. 
The supporters of the law urged the necessity of getting a supply of labourers ; 
contended that the Raad would be inconsistent with itself if it should — now the 
law was really passed, except this one Article about the time of coming into effect 
— reject it; and made sundry proposals for the exclusion from its operation of 



those natives concerned in the Treaties. In the course of the discussion Mr, Buhr- 
roann is stated to have said that^ whatever the result might be, he would tell his 
constituents not to send him any more to the Raad, as he was too stupid (** te 
dom") ; while Mr. C. Joubert said that it depended upon the result of this debate 
whether he would take any further share in the deliberations of the Raad. Mr. P. 
Kruger denied that the Government had not pointed out the danger of the law. 
The Government had strongly warned. Mr. Vorster confirmed this. 

His Honour the President delivered two vigorous speeches, in the course of 
which he acknowledged that perhaps the Government might have given earlier 
information as to its views. But a spirit had been introduced into the Raad which 
made the Government distrustful. As a sample thereof, his Honour mentioned that 
upon one occasion while he was giving explanations of a certain law, a certain 

member had said sotto voce^ **This is d d intimidation." Consequently^ the 

Government would not even appear to be forcing its views upon the Raad ; but still 
two members of the Executive, Messrs. Kruger and Vorster, had lifted up a warning 
voice on several occasions, as he had heard from them. More than this; there lay 
the letter to Sir Henry Barkly, wherein the policy of the Government was distinctly 
declared. The Government could not suppose that the Raad would fail to see so 
obvious a diflBculty. 

His Honour enlarged upon the difficulties brought forward by him on previous 
occasions: referred to America, where negroes sat upon the judment seat and in 
the Legislature, notwithstanding that there no equality subsisted, to which, indeed^ 
he was as opposed as any member ; and protested that no one had even endeavoured 
to remove these difficulties, simply because it was impossible. He also pointed out 
how this law, as now proposed, must miss its object and make the Kafirs refrac- 
tory ; for if the law must only be partially applied, then those Kafirs who are in 
this country would either depart to the Captains not affected by the law, or they 
would conspire and oppose themselves. But even if these difficulties did not exist, 
we ought to be guided by conscience and by the sense of right and reason, which 
can never be transgressed without damage. 

Finally, his Honour pointed out how this sort of law — ^seeking to obtain 
labourers by taxing heavily — was no novelty. It had been tried often elsewhere, 
and had utterly failed ; and he beseeched the Raad to allow itself to be guided by 
the lessons of the history and experience of other lands. 

Eventually it was resolved, on the motion of Mr. Kok, seconded by Mr. Lys, by 
14 votes to 8, that '* the alteration of the Pass Law be postponed until next Session 
of the Raad." The result of the division was hailed with cheers. 

In the majority voted Messrs. Esterhuizen, Cameron, Munnich, Lys, Kock^ 
Roetz de la Rey, Beker, Swanepoel, C. Joubert, Marais, Preller^ Piper, and the 
Chairman. 

In the minority, Messrs. Dreyer, Breitenbach, Sephton, Taljaard, Buhrmann, 
Birkenstock, Smit, and de Yries. 



No,2. 

Governor Sir tJ. Barkly G.C.M.G., K.C.B.^ to the Earl of Caman)on. — (Reeeived 

November 1.) 

My Lord, Kiwberley, SeptenAer 20, 1875. 

1 HAVE the honour to transmit copy of a despatch addressed to me by 
Lieutenant-Governor Southey, calling my attention to a Proclamation recently 
issued by the Acting President of the South African Republic, whereby the 
southern boundary line of that State is declared to be extended far to the south* 
ward of the line laid down by the late Mr. Keate as its southernmost boundary. 

2. Mr. Southey likewise incloses a translation of a Government notice 
announcing the appointment of a Land Commission to adjudicate on claims to land 
lower down and towards this province. 

3. The joint Commission respecting the Keate Award proposed by me under 
the instructions of Her Majesty's Government, and referred to in the letter of 
7th June from Mr. Joubert, which was submitted for your Lordship's consideration 
in my despatch of 2nd July> is thus rendered altogether impossible. 
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4. I feel it my duty to apprise your Lordship of these proceedings, although, of 
course, under present circumstances 1 abstain from further notice of them. 

I have oLc 

(Signed) ' HENRY BARKLY. 



Inclosure 1 in No. 2. 

Sir, Kimberlef/f September 9, 1875. 

WITH reference to previous correspondence on the subject of the Keate 
Award, and the proceedings of the Government of the South African Republic 
within the territory allotted to the Batlaping and Baralong Tribes by that Award, 
1 have the honour to acquaint your Excellency that I observe in the Government 
'* Gazette "of the Republic, published at Pretoria on the 25th ultimo, a Proclamation 
and a Government Notice, issued by the Acting State President, Mr. Joubert, both 
affecting the territory in question. 

2. I have caused these documents to be translated, and now inclose copies for 
your Excellency's information. 

3. Tour Excellency will notice that the Proclamation alleges that a boundary 
line has been defined from a point on the Vaal River to another point on the Hart's 
River, by virtue of or in accordance with an agreement alleged to have been 
entered into between the Republic and one of the Batlapin Chiefs, Botlasitse, in 
December 1873 and March 1874. 

4. The line described in the Proclamation is far to the southward of that laid 
down by the late Mr. Keate as the southern boundary of the South African 
Republic. 

5. Your Excellency will further perceive that by the Government Notice 
persons claiming lands still more to the south (lower down and towards this 
Province) are invited to send in the documents upon which their claims are founded, 
to the Government of the Republic, with a view to their being placed in the hands 
of a]Land Commission for investigation. 

i have, &c. 
(Signed) R. SOUTHEY, Lieutenant-Governor. 

His Excellency Sir H. Barkly, G.C.M.G., K.C.B., 
&c. &c. &c. 



Inclosure 2 in No. 2. 

Proclamation. 
(Translation.) 

I, Petrus Jacobus Joubert, Acting State President of the South African 
Republic, with consent and advice of the Honourable the Executive Council of the 
said Republic: 

Proclaim and make known by these presents that the line (boundary) of 
occupation, according to the cession closed on the 11th December, 1873, between 
his Honour the President of the South African Republic, Thomas Francois Burgers, 
on the one side, and Gassibon Botlasitse, Great Head Chief of the Batlapins, and 
hisX^oXincil, on the other side, also in accordance with a subsequent compact, dated 
the 19th Alarch, 1874, between said Chief and James Buchanan, Esquire, State 
Attorney of the South African Republic, as empowered b)*^ the said President, in the 
name and on behalf of the said Republic, has now been confirmed and marked off 
on the 21st and 22nd June, 1875, by virtue of Resolution of the Executive Council, 
dated the 8th June, 1875, Article 129, by the Commission on the part of the Government 
of this Republic, and the duly authorized persons on behalf of the said Chief, on the 
other side, which line runs from the drift named or taken as Maquasa Drift, situated 
on the upper side of the residence of Mr. Potqieter on the Vaal River, thence nearly in 
a north-westerly direction to the south of the dwelling-house over the farm of 
H. Bintendag, and consequently to the south of Klissfontein, over the farms 
Graspan and Kafir Pan, over the ridge, striking on the beacon shown by the 
Korannas by a karree tree, to the Hart's River, about half way between Tauns and 
Mamusa, the beacon (there) being a karree tree, standing on the Hart's River, right 
opposite the mouth or juncture of a tributary vvhich is named Matjes Koppies. 

The aaid line is therefore, as aforesaid, proclaimed for general information by 



me, with consent and advice of the Honourable the Executive Council, and as such 
is hereby confirmed. 

Given under my hand this 18th day of Aug\ist, 1875. 

God save the Country and People ! 

(Signed) P. J, JOUBERT, Jcting State President. 

H. STIEMENS, Acting State Secretary. 



Inclosure 3 in No. 2. 

Oavemment Notice. 
(Translation.) 

PURSUANT to Proclamation dated 18th August, 1875, fixing the boundary 
of occupation, therefore in accordance with paragraph 6 of the Deed of Cession of 
Agreement between his Honour T. F. Burgers, State President of the South African 
Republic, and Gassibon Botlasitse, Great Chief of the Batlapins, which states as 
follows : 

" 6. That all rights and claims of private persons accruing from former issued 
titles or deeds of transfer or sale by the Government of the South African Republic, 
or by said Great Chief, in conjunction with* other Chiefs of the Batlapins, by means 
of tiiereto appointed and suitable persons, for approval or disapproval, shall be 
submitted to a Land Commission, consisting of two members, one which shall be 
nominated by each of the contracting parties." 

All and every person who claims to have proprietary possession, or any right 
or claim to land or farms to the south of the line fixed by the aforesaid Proclama- 
tion, and between the Hart and Vaal Rivers, which right, claims, or proofs of 
ownership according to Article 6 of said Agreement, for adjudication or inquiring into, 
must be investigated by a Land Commission nominated by both contracting parties. 

I therefore call upon all such persons claiming lands westward of said line 
between the Hart and Vaal Rivers, to send in their proofs of ownership to the 
Government within three months after the publication hereof, so that after the 
expiration of that time they may be placed in the hands of the Commission 
aforesaid. 

By command, 
(Signed) P. J. JOUBERT, Acting State President. 

H. STIEMENS, Acting State Secretary. 

Government Office^ Pretoria, August 18, 1875. 



No. 3. 

Lieutenant-Governor Sir H. E. Bulwer^ K.O.M.G., to the Earl of Carnarvon. — (Received 

December 2.) 

My Lord, Government House, Natal, October 26, 1875. 

I FORWARD for your Lordship's information, translation copy of a despatch 
received by this Government from the Government of the South African Republic, 
inclosing copy of a message which had been sent or was about to be sent by that 
Government to the Zulu Chief Cety wayo. 

2. The Zulu Chief is advised by the message that there are frequent reports 
of an intention on his part to attack the Amaswazi, that the Amaswazi are under 
the protection of the Government of the Transvaal, that these reports disquiet that 
Government and put it to expense, and that therefore it requires assurances from 
the Chief that he has no such intention, and that he will do nothing to disturb the 
peace. He is further desired to make all his subjects acquainted *' with the Procla- 
mation regarding the boundary," and to prevent his subjects trespassing within the 
boundary. He is reminded that several applications have been made to him for the 
extradition of criminals, but without result; and he is called upon to say whether 
or not he will give them up. And the message concludes with warning him that if 
he wishes for peace and friendship he had better weigh these matters and satisfy 
the Government of the Republic. 

3. We have no information to show that this message has been actually sent 
or delivered to Cetywayo. It is, however, reported from Zululand that some native 



messengers from the Boers had arrived at the Royal kraals^ but that Cety wayo had 
refused to hold any communication with the Boers through natives who were 
refugee subjects of his own ; and it is possible that these native messengers were 
the bearers of the message, or were sent to prepare the Chief for its reception. It 
is further reported that the Boers had forbiclden the Zulus of the Sobeni, to the east 
of the Umhlazatya mountain, between the White and the Black Umfolozi Rivers, 
to cultivate their lands and had driven them away; that there were evident 
symptoms of disquiet and uneasiness among the Zulus on account of the attitude of 
the Boers ; and that Cetywayo had summoned his people to arm and assemble. 

4. This appears to have been the state of affairs towards the latter end of 
September, since which time no further intelligence on the subject has reached this 
Government. It is doubted if the message has been delivered to Cetywayo, for if it 
had been we should, in all probability, have received positive information of the 
fact from Zululand. But however this be, the intentions of the Government of the 
Transvaal, as shown in the Message, and the attitude of the Boers, indicate a state 
of things which may at any time lead to a serious collision between the two 
countries. 

5. I inclose, for your Lordship's information, copies of a Minute of the Secretary 
for Native Affairs upon the situation, and of two Reports by the Officer of this 
Government residing in the (Jmzuiga district whicn borders upon the Zulu 
country. 

6. It will be perceived, from the summary I have given of the Message, that it 
deals with three aifferent matters — the protectorate relations of the Republic with 
the Amaswazi, the Proclamation of boundaries, and the extradition of criminals. 

It appears to me to be necessary to point out the distinction between these 
different matters, because being all lumped together, as it were, in one Message, 
and having the appearance of being matters of complaint and grievance on the part 
of the Government of the Transvaal, there is a risk that questions which may 
properly form the subject of complaint may be confounded with questions that 
cannot fairly be advanced as such ; and that what might be said or adduced in 
support of one alleged grievance might, in the confusion of questions, and of course 
quite unintentionally on the part of that Government, operate to the prejudice of 
another question in respect of which there would be nothing to show the existence 
of a grievance at all. 

7. Thus in the case of the three different matters dealt with in the present 
Message, the first, which relates to the protection^ due to the Amaswazi, is the 
assertion of a grievance or complaint against the conduct of the Zulu Chief; the 
third, which relates to the extradition of criminals, is also the assertion of a 
grievance or complaint against the conduct of the Chief; whilst the second, which 
relates to the Proclamation of Boundaries, although it has the appearance of being 
also the assertion of a grievance, is really the assertion of a right of territory, 
which has been long in dispute and is still open to dispute. 

This introduction of an assertion of right between two assertions of grievance 
undoubtedly tends to a complication of questions, which it is desirable to avoid ; 
and as the question of territorial right is one in which the interests of this Colony 
are much concerned, it is not desirable that so important a question should be lost 
sight of in the midst of a confusion of grievances. 

8. This particular demand on the part of the Government of the Transvaal is 
a demand that the Zulu Chief calise to be recognized and respected certain 
boundaries as defined in a Proclamation by the Transvaal Government. 

I have not seen the Proclamation referred to, and it does not appear that it 
was ever officially communicated to this Government ; but Mr. Shepstone informs 
me that it is one under which the Government of the Transvaal annexed territory 
about which there had been for some years a dispute between the Boers and the 
Zulus in respect of their rights, to which the Zulus have always entertained and 
still entertain the strongest feelings, and the rights of sovereignty over which are a 
matter of some importance to the Government and interests of this Colony. 

9. The views of the Natal Government in respect of this disputed territory 
were laid before Her Majesty's Government in Sir B. Pine's despatch (Confidential) 
of the 16th April, 1874,* the inclosures to which contained some important informa- 
tion both on the territorial dispute in question and on the general relations between 
the Zulus and the Government of the Transvaal Republic. 

♦ Ifot printed. 



10. The Zulus have never consented to give up their claim to this territory. 
They have always represented the encroachments of the Boers upon it as a serious 
grievance, and have always considered the question as one of a right, a violation of 
which it would be impossible for them to submit to, and which it would be incumbent 
upon them to defend at all costs. 

11. A message, therefore, which, among other demands, contains one requiring 
them to recognize and respect the right of their neighbours to this territory, and no 
longer to "trespass" upon lands which they have hitherto cultivated and occupied 
as their own, is not a message likely to secure the objects of " peace and friendship" 
to which it alludes, or to bring about a satisfactory settlement of those other 
questions — the Amaswazi relations and the extradition of criminals — which are set 
forth in the same message as matters of grievance. 

12. If under the circumstances any collision should unfortunately take place 
between the Government of the Transvaal and the Zulus, it will, there is reason to 
think, be due rather to the action taken by the former in respect of the disputed 
territory, than to either of the other questions ; and it is necessary, therefore, to 
discriminate between this disturbing cause and those other questions. 

I have &c. 
(Signed) ' HENRY BULWER. 



Inclosure 1 in No. 3. 
(Translation.) 
Honourable Sir, Government Office^ Pretoria, September 15, 1875. 

BY direction of his Honour the State President, I have the honour herewith to 
inclose to you a copy of a Message sent by this Government to the Zulu Chief 
Cetywayo. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) SIVART, State Secretary. 

The Hon. the Colonial Secretary, 

Natal. 



Inclosure 2 in No. 3. 



Message to the Zulu Chief Cetywayo, sent in pursuance of order of his Honour 
P. J. Jouvert, State-President of the South African Republic, on the recommen- 
dation and advice of the Executive Council, by the undersigned Landrost of 
Utrecht, through the undermentioned messengers, in this the day of 

August, 1875. 

Greeting to Cetywayo. 

Chief Cetywayo. — It has from time to time come to the knowledge of the Govern- 
ment of the South African Republic that it is your intention to make an attack on 
the Amaswazi race, and that you have more than once called out a commando with 
that object 

Know therefore that since the Amaswazi live on territory under the protection 
of the South African Republic, they must be protected by this Government ; whence 
the Government is, by your conduct before referred to, disquieted from time to time, 
and put to expense. 

For the prevention of everything of this kind, the said Government is now desirous 
that you shall positively give them the assurance, and declare to harbour no such 
intention against the Amaswazi, and will send no hostile force against them, or 
disturb the peace, and that you forthwith shall forbid your subjects to spread 
any hostile rumours, and that you punish those who may be guilty in this respect. 

The Government of the South African Republic, without losing sight of or relin- 
quishing any of its further rights, now desires of you, as Ruler of the Zulu nation, 
that you will make all your subjects acquainted with the Proclamation regarding 
the boundary, and that you will do all in your power to prohibit all subject to you 
to trespass within those boundaries for the purpose of residence without being duly 
permitted or authorized by the Government of the South African Republic. 

The Government of the South African Republic has more than once applied to 
you for the extradition of men of murder who have sought refuge with you, but 
without any result from such application : and as it is the earnest wish and desire 
(453) C 
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of this Government to preserve the peace between you and us, it trusts also that you 
are desirous of the same. 

Therefore the Government especially desires to know whether you will give up 
the aforesaid murderers, and deliver them to the authorities at Utrecht or to the 
field-cornets living nearest to the line, to be dealt with according to law. 

Although the Government of the South African Republic has never wished, and 
dofes not now desire, that serious disaffection and animosities should exist between 
you and them, yet it is not the less of the greatest consequence and importance for 
you, earnestly to weigh these matters and risks, and to satisfy them, the more so, if 
you on your side also wish that peace and friendship shall be maintained between 
you and us. 

(Signed) H. ST I EM AN, 1st State Clerk. 
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Inclosure 3 in No. 3. 



Memorandum on Message from the President of the South African Republic to Cetywayo, 
transmitted in Secretary Swart' s Letter to Colonial Secretary of Natal, dated ]5th 
September y 1875. 

THE tone of this message to Cetywayo is not very friendly, it has the look of an 
ultimatum, and if the Government of the Transvaal were in circumstances different 
to what it is the message would suggest an intention to coerce if the demands it 
conveys are not at once complied with ; but I am inclined to the opinion that no 
such intention exists, and that the transmission of a copy of the message to the 
Natal Government is intended as a notification that the Transvaal Government has 
proclaimed the territory hitherto in dispute between it and the Zulus to be 
republican territory, and that the Republic intends to occupy it. 

It vvould appear that the Landdrost of Utrecht was directed to convey this 
message personally ; no intimation has reached us that he has done so. 

Two reports from our officer, Mr. Fynn, copies of which are attached, represent 
that some cause of disquiet exists in Zululand, and that it may have been produced 
by this message having reached Cetywayo. 

Cetywayo is said to have declined communicating through refugee subjects of 
his own who had fled to the Transvaal, but he would nevertheless have been 
informed of the message, as is usual, in a private way, before he gave such an 
answer ; and it is possible that the Landdrost preferred to make the communication 
through native messengers to going himself. 

If all this be true, and the message really is what it seems to be, serious results 
cannot be far off ; but native reports cannot always be relied upon, and I do not 
believe the Republic is in a position to proceed to extremities, so that the message, 
if delivered, will serve only to keep up irritation upon a question regarding which 
feeling sufficiently strong £tlready exists. 

Actual collision will, I think, bfe avoided as much as possible by both sides, but 
it is clear that under the excitement represented as existing on this subject, a very 
small accident might precipitate a rupture which neither Government could prevent 
becoming serious. 

(Signed) T. SHEPSTONE, 

Secretary for Native Affairs. 

October 13, 1875. 



V Inclosure 4 In No. 3. 

Minute of the Administrator of Native Law, Vmsinga Division, 

m 

September SO, 1875- 
I HAVE the honour to report that a native, Ndabaukulu Ko Nombauga, who 
resides near here, returned from the kraal of Faku Ko Yiuiugo, Zulu country, and 
while there a messenger came from Faku, who is at Nodwengu, and gave the order 
that every man, even to an old man, was to assemble at the royal kraals, and that 
Cetywayo was very much enraged. 

The Boers had forbidden the Zulus of the Sibini, on the sunrise side of the 
Nhlazatyn Mountains, between the White and Black (Jmfolozi Rivers^ to cultivate. 
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knd had driven them away, and Cetywayo had ordered the Zulus^ even to an 
old man, to assemble at once, with the exception of Mutyana Ka Mondesa and his 
people. 

M uyamana and Hama were sent for. 

Ndabaukulu on his way here met numbers of Zulus on their way to the royal 
kraals, armed with guns and small shields. 

The hunters had returned from the hunt (Schlambo) in mourning for the death 
of Ncaka, the chief wife of the Nodwenga. 

(Signed) HENRY F. FYNN, 

Administrator of Native Affairs. 
To the Hon, the Secretary for Native Affairs, 
&c. &c. &c. 



Inclosure 5 in No. 3. 

Minute of the Administrator of Native Law, Umsinga Division. 

October 2, 1875. 
Zulu Reports, — Mrilwa, a native who returned from the Zulu country two days 
ago^ reports that the Zulus are leaving for the Royal kraals, and that some native 
xuessengers have heen to Cetywayo from the Boers to say, they, the Boers, wish to 
build on the sunset side of the NhlaM.tye Mountain, and Cetywayo had replied he 
would only reply to the Boers and not to natives who had left tne Zulus. In the 
recent [sic] a number of men of the Lundiae regiments deserted Cetywayo while 
it was raining, and the deserters had been severely beaten, many killed and 
wounded. 

Cornelius Van Royen and another Boer known as Siyebisi were building 
already on the Zulu side of the Ncome River, the former near the White Umfolozi 
River, and the Zulus there had refused to give them labour. 

(Signed) HRNRY F. FYNN, 

Administrator of Native Law. 
To the Hon. the Secretary for Native Alfairs, 
&c. &c. &c. 



No. 4. 

lAeutenant-Governor Sir H. E. Bulwert K.C.M.G., to the Earl of Carnarvon. — {Received 

January 1, 1876.) 

My Lord, Government House^ Maritzburg, Natal, November 26, 1875. 

I HAVE the honour to forward, for your Lordsnip*s information, copies of a 
correspondence that has passed between this Government and the Government of 
the South African Republic, and the Zulu Chief Cetywayo, on the subject of the 
differences existing between that Chief and the Government of the Republic. 

2. These differences 1 have already brought under your Lordship's notice in 
my despatch of the 26th ultimo.* They arise out of conflicting claims, in 
which the issues involved are broad and distinct, and on which the views of both 
parties are so diametrically opposed and so determined that it is not easy to see 
the way at present to a satisfactory settlement of them. 

3. The differences and the causes of difference are not new, but of late the 
Government of the Transvaal appears to have set its mind upon bringing them to 
a conclusion, and to be taking measures that can scarcely fail to produce a 
collision. 

4. There arc two questions of a serious character between the Republic and 
the Zulu Chief. The one touches the relative position of the two countries towards 
the Amaswazi, a people lying between the Transvaal territory and Zulu-Land ; the 
other touches rights of sovereignty over some disputed territory adjacent to the 
frontier of his Colony. 

6. An account of the Protectorate or sovereign rights claimed by the South 
African Republic over the Amaswazi^ and of the manner in which those rights were 
acquired is to be found in the interesting and able Report recently furnished by 



(453^ 



* Xo. 8. 



C 2 



12 

Colonel Colley to Sir Garnet Wolseley. The Zulus, on their side, assert that the 
Amaswazi are subject to the Zulu Kingdom, and have been so ever since Chaka's 
time. Here, therefore, is a broad issue between the two countries, which may at 
any moment bring them into collision. 

6. Equally, it not more, threatening is the question of the disputed territory. 
The Zulus claim the territory as being an integral part of Zululand. The Dutch of 
the Transvaal claim it as having been ceded to them by Panda, the predecessor of 
Cetywayo. In support of their assertions the Boers are now gradually descending 
into the country, taking forcible possession of it, and driving before them the Zulu 
occupants. 

7. That the Government of the Transvaal is disposed to apply a forcible 
solution to the questions at issue, is evident from the course of action recently 
adopted by it, and from the character of the messages sent to Cetywayo. This 
intention is evident also in the despatch of the Acting President, now forwarded; 
and if there is any hesitation in carrying it out, it appears to be due to the desire 
of tl.o Transvaal Government not to do anything which may compromise its 
friendly relations with Her Majesty's Government. The object of the Transvaal 
Government, therefore, is to ascertain beforehand the exact position in which the 
Zulus stand to Her Majesty's Government, or, in other words, the nature of the 
relations between the Zulus and the Government of this Colony. 

8. In the reply which I have addressed to the Acting President, while I have 
not admitted that there is anything in our relations with the Zulus that involves 
responsibility on our part, I have felt it necessary to say that the position of this 
Colony is such that it cannot but be most seriously affected by any disturbing 
circumstances in Zululand, and that Her Majesty's Government could not fail to 
regard with anxiety any event that would produce embarrassment and diffiulty in 
this part of Her Majesty's possessions. 

I have &LC« 
(Signed) ' HENRY BULWER. 



Inclosure 1 in No. 4. 
(Translation.) 
Very Honourable Sir, Government House^ Pretoria, October 13, 1875. 

AS it is the wish of the Government of the South African Republic to be 
placed in the best possible position of good understanding with Her Britannic 
Majesty's Government, it feels bound to bring the following to your notice, — 

2. It will not be unknown to your Government that for many years the 
Amaswazi, having been in very friendly relations with the Administration of this 
Republic, became first allies, afterwards subjects, of the South African Republic. 

3. In terms of a Treaty lately published in the '* States Gazette," the Govern- 
ment has become bound more than ever to guarantee to the Amaswazi the free and 
unfettered possession of their country, and to protect them against the assault of 
any enemy. 

4. By that Treaty, security and tranquillity are guaranteed to the Amaswazi, 
no less than the Burghers of the Republic. 

5. It is, however, to be regretted that Cetywayo gives reason for disquiet, 
especially in regard to the Amaswazi, as attacks and inroads, for the purpose of 
depredations, have lately bc^en made in the territory of the Amaswazi by Zulus 
under the Government of Cetywayo. 

6. This restless and unsettled state of things has often occasioned uneasiness 
and expense to the Government of the South African Republic, and it resolved, 
therefore, to send a message to Cetywayo on the subject, demanding from him the 
positive assurance that he will not disturb the peace of this Republic by attacks on 
the Amaswazi, or in any other way ; also demanding the extradition of murders 
who have from time to time found refuge under his rule; and, lastly, that he shall 
prohibit his subjects from trespassing on the territory of the South African Republic, 
especially at Utrecht and Wakkerstroom. 

7. In the beginning of this year Cetywayo sent a message to this Government, 
notifying that he intended to send a Commando to the Amaswazi, and asking the 
permission of the Government to do so. This was refused. 

8. His bearing, however, was such that the Government was obliged to send 
an expedition to the country of the Amaswazi, to protect that people. 

9. This had the desired effect, to wit, that Cetywayo was unable at that time to 
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carry out his plans, though it appears he has not abandoned the project; so that 
this Government felt obliged to send him a message, as before stated. 

10. To this message Cetywayo has sent a very vague and impudent answer, 
which rendered it necessary for this Government to send a message anew, requiring 
a positive answer. 

11. Mow this Government has received information that Cetywayo has made 
an inroad on the boundaries, has caused defenceless Kafirs to be murdered, and has 
collected his army. 

12. However much the Government may wish to keep peace with Cetywayo, it 
is obvious that an end must be put once for all to such atrocities ; and the Govern- 
ment will be under the necessity of adopting strong measures, unless a very marked 
change should occur. 

13. It is, therefore, the wish of this Government to inquire in what position 
Cetywayo stands to Her Majesty's Government, in order that, in the event of any 
future complications with Cetywayo, the amicable relations existing between Her 
Majesty's Government and that of this Republic may not by ignorance in that 
respect be disturbed. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) P. J. JOUBERT, Acting State President. 

By order, 
(Signed) Swart, State Secretary. 

To Lieutenant-Governor Bulwer, 
&c. &c. &c. 



Inclosure 2 in No. 4. 

Sir, Government House, Maritzburg, Natal, November 15, 1875. 

I HAVE had the honour to receive your Honour's despatch of the 
1 3th ultimo, and I have to express my regret that a pressure of public business has 
prevented me from giving an earlier reply on the subject to which it relates. 

I beg to thank your Honour for the expression which your despatch conveys 
of the friendly sentiments entertained by your Government towards the Government 
of Her Majesty, and for the courtesy and consideration with which you have been 
good enough to communicate to me the present state of the relations between the 
South African Republic and the Zulu Chief, Cetywayo. 

It is with great regret that this Government has been informed of the differences 
that have arisen between the Government of ^the Republic and the Zulu Chief. 

The Government of this Colony cannot but regard with anxiety and concern 
the contingency of any serious complications arising between two countries both of 
which adjoin its borders, and with both of which the Colony of Natal has friendly 
and intimate relations, and this Government would venture to express the hope that 
these complications may be prevented and the causes of disagreement removed. 

Your Honour inquires as to the position in which the Zulu Chief stands to Her 
Majesty's Government ; and your Honour states that in making the inquiry you do 
so in order that in the event of any future complication with the Zulu Chief the 
annicable relations existing between Her Majesty's Government and that of the 
Republic may not by ignorance in that respect be disturbed. 

I shall not fail to bring under the notice of Her Majesty's Government this 
proof of the friendly disposition of the Government of the South African Republic ; 
and I would in the meantime beg to assure your Honour that I am fully sensible of 
the obligation that this Government is under to the Government of the Republic 
for the communication you have addressed to me on a matter of so much importance 
to this Colony. 

The Zulus are our immediate neighbours, separated from us for more than 
100 miles of border line by only a stream of water, both banks of which are 
occupied to the water's edge by the subjects respectively of the two Governments. 

Our intercourse with the Zulus is regulated by a sort of tacit understanding 
which has grown out of our relative positions and the circumstances whicli from 
time to time have arisen out of them. 

This intercourse is, in the nature of things, frequent and intimate, and has been 
so ever since the establishment of Natal as a British Colony thirty years ago, and 
it has been effectual in maintaining peace and goodwill between this Government 
and the Zulus, 
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Although^ therefore, no technical diplomatic relations exist between us, the 
position between the two countries is such that any hostile collision between the 
South African Republic and the Zulus would most seriously affect the interests of 
this Colony, and Her Majesty's Government could not fail to look with the greatest 
anxiety upon an event that would produce grave embarrassment and difficulty in 
this part of Her Majesty's Possessions. 

I have &LC 
(Signed) ' HENRY BULWER, Ueutmant- Governor. 
His Honour the Acting States' President of the 
South African Republic, Pretoria, 



Inclosure 3 in No. 4. 

Statement of Siduidi and Garnbushey Messengers from Cetywayo, King of the Zulus ^ to the 

Lieutenant-Governor of Natal. 

WE are sent on a serious matter by Cetywayo, King of the Zulus to the 
Governor of Natal. 

Cetywayo has lately received a message from the Transvaal Government by 
the hands of four native messengers, Sabulawa, Umlalagi, and Manzini, the name 
of the fourth we forget. 

The message was that the Amaswazi are now subject to the Transvaal Govern- 
ment, that that Government had crowned their late King, and that all their land 
had been handed over to that Government by the Amaswazi themselves. 

That all Zulu subjects who occupy that country, or any portion of it, are to 
remove at once, that all Zulus living within the boundary of the territory hitherto 
in dispute between that Government and the Zulus are to remove from that terri- 
tory, and that if they do not remove upon this notice, they will be removed by 
force. 

Cetywayo asked in reply what he had done to be turned out of his own house P 
who ever consented to be turned out of his own house by another ? He urged that 
the Zulus had not been aggressors in any way, that they had not stolen the cattle 
or sheep of the subjects of the Transvaal people. 

Cetywayo desired us to urge upon the Government of Natal to interfere to save 
the destruction of perhaps both countries, Zululand and the Transvaal ; he requests 
us to state that he cannot and will not submit to be turned out of his own homes ; 
it may be that he will be vanquished, but as he is not the aggressor, death will not 
be so hard to meet. 

He wishes us also to say that the Amaswazi do, and always have, belonged to 
the Zulu King, they are his subjects, and have always been Zulu subjects ever since 
Chaka's time. 

Cetywayo desires us to say that he is fully aware of the cause of jealousy, he 
was crowned by the Representative of the British Government, whereas Panda was 
crowned by the Boers; the Boers have more than once reproached him for this, and 
Cetywayo has answered that Panda was crowned by the Boers because of the 
accident of his circumstances and his defeat, that Chaka had sent to the British 
Government, and had determined that the Zulus should be subject to that Govern- 
ment, and that the accidental interruption of Panda's falling into the hands of the 
Boers is not considered sufficient by the Zulu people to set aside the policy of 
Chaka which the Zulu nation had adopted. 

Cetywayo desired us also to represent that Zulus heretofore occupying the 
lands now claimed by the Transvaal Government have been already ordered to desist 
from cultivating the soil. The matter is therefore urgent, and as he does not intend 
to submit to this dictation, great mischief will happen unless the Government can 
take some measure to avert it. 

Pietermaritzburgy November 11, 1875. 
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Inclosure 4 in No. 4. 1 

Reply. 

THE Lieutenant-Governor of Natal thanks Cetywayo for letting him know the 
state of affairs between him and the South African Republic. 

He regrets to hear that such serious complications are likely to arise^ because 
the Government of this Colony cannot but look with anxiety upon differences which 
are calculated to disturb the friendly relations of two neighbours, both of whose 
territories adjoin ours, and with both of whom we are on friendly and intimate 
relations. 

The Lieutenant-Governor of Natal, however, hopes, and sees no reason why 
this hope should be disappointed, that these complications may be prevented, and 
that the causes of disagreement may be removed by negotiations conducted in a 
friendly and compromising spirit. 

The Lieutenant-Governor has received a communication from the Government 
of the South African Re|!>ublic upon the same subject, and he has sent that Govern- 
inent words to the same effect as those he now sends to Cetywayo. 

The Lieutenant-Governor will inform the Ministers of the Queen beyond the 
sea of the information he has received from both the South African Republic and 
Cetywayo. 

This is the first opportunity the Lieutenant-Governor of Natal has had of com- 
municating with Cetywayo since his arrival in the Colony; he therefore takes the 
opportunity of sending him a friendly greeting, and of expressing the pleasure with 
which he has heard of the satisfactory relations that have always existed between 
this Colony and the Zulus. 

The Lieutenant-Governor trusts that this state of things will continue, and 
assures Cetywayo that he will do all in his power to promote the peace and prosperity 
of the two countries, 

By command, 
(Signed) T. SHEPSTONE. 

November 25, 1876. 
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No. 6. 

The Earl of Carnarvon to Governor Sir H. Barkly, G.C.M.G., K.C.B. 

Sir, Downing Street^ January 25, 1876. 

I TRANSMIT to you copies of two despatches from the Lieutenant-Governor 
of Natal,* one inclosing copy of a despatch to Cetywayo by the Government of thb 
South African Republic, warhing him to abstain from attacking the Amaswazi and 
to respect the ''Proclamation regarding the boundary," ahd cohiplaihing of his 
failure to surrender fugitives from justice ; and the second forwarding a coih- 
munication from the Government of the South Africah Republic reporting its 
action in this matter, together with a report on the same subject from Cetywayo 
himself. 

2. I have approved the terms of the reply made by Sir H. Bulwer to the 
communication of the Acting President of the South African Republic. 

»• The Proclamation regarding the boundaries, which has not reached the 
Natal Government officially, has been infeirried to be one annexing or purporting 
to annex to the Republic the disputed territory lying adjacent to the district of 
Utrecht. Her Majesty's Government is not, therefore, officially aware what 
Proclamation of boundaries is referred to, but in order to avoid misunderstanding, 
especially at a time when Her Majesty's Government is using its best endeavours 
to come to an amicable settlement of such questions, I would strongly press upon 
the attention of the Republic that extension either of territory or influence (whether 
by way of protection, such as purports to be extended to the Amaswazi, or by way 
of the assertion of adverse rights, as appears to have been notified in the message 
and Proclamation to the Zulus) made without the previous concurrence of Her 
Majesty's Government, cannot be recognized by it. 
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4. As long as South Africa continues, as at present, split up into several 
Provinces having no common bond of union between them, Her Majesty's Govern 
ment cannot accept or be a party to any extension of territory by the South African 
Republic, more especially any appropriation of lands now ruled over by Cetywayo, 
with which the Colony of Natal has so many direct and indirect relations. Any 
such action on its part, tending, as it undoubtedly would, to produce a native war 
on our frontier, could not but have a dangerous and disturbing effect upon the 
enormous native population of Natal. The Kafirs of Natal being of the same race 
as the Zulus, would probably sympathize with their kinsmen in Zulu-Land, and a 
war between the Republic and the Zulus would inevitably draw this country and 
its South African dependencies into serious complications, the character and extent 
of which could not be foreseen, and might endanger the lives and property of the 
European settlers not only in Natal but probably in every part of South Africa. 

5. Should a Confederation of all or most of the Provinces of South Africa be 
accomplished, as I hope may be the case at no distant day, the extension of 
territory under the jurisdiction of any particular Province would cease to be a 
very serious danger, and the point of view from which Her Majesty's Government 
is now constrained to regard these questions would obviously become changed. 

6. Pending, however, or in the absence of any such solution of existing 
difficulties, it is obvious that Her Majesty's Government could not properly 
recognize, unless effected with its express concurrence, any addition to the 
Republic of territory which is not already comprised within its boundaries, and 
which might, as 1 have already said, seriously complicate the position of one of Her 
Majesty's Colonies. Such a course, too, would have a clear tendency to introduce 
into questions which arp, it may be hoped, approaching a settlement, new elements 
of complication and difficulty. In stating this, I have every confidence that the 
South African Republic will understand me to desire only to abide by what would 
be universally acknowledged to be a sound rule in a matter of business which has 
reached the present stage, and which, therefore, it is alike most considerate and 
most straightforward to express without reserve or ambiguity. You will, in your 
capacity as Her Majesty's High Commissioner in South Africa, communicate a 
copy of this despatch to the Acting President of the South African Republic. 

I have &c. 
(Signed) ' CARNARVON. 



No. 6. 
Colonial Office to His Honour President Burgers. 

Sir, Downing Street, January 27, 1876. 

I AM directed by the Earl of Carnarvon to transmit to you the inclosed copies 
of correspondence respecting the present position of Zulu-Land with regard to the 
South African Republic. 

In transmitting this correspondence I am desired to say how sincerely Lord 
Carnarvon hopes that no premature or unadvised action on the part of the local 
authorities may endanger the harmony of existing relations or complicate the satis- 
factory settlement of any of those questions which have too long been retarded by 
jealousy and misunderstanding. 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) ROBERT G. W. HERBERT. 



No. 7. 

The Earl of Carnarvon to Lieutenant-Governor Sir H. E. Bulwer, R.C.M.G. 

Sir, Doirning Street, January 31, 1876. 

I HAVE received your despatch of the 26th of October,* forwarding a 
copy of a message from the Government of the South African Republic to the 
Zulus, warning them not to attack the Amaswazi, and to respect the *' Proclama- 
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tion regarding the boundary," and complaining of their failure to surrender 
fugitives. 

2. 1 have also received your despatch of the 26th of November,* forwarding 
a further communication from the Government of the South African Republic, 
and one from Cetywayo himself on the same subject, together with copies of your 
replies. 

'3. I have to convey to you my approval of the terms of your reply to the 
Government of the Soutn African Republic. 

4. I transmit to you a copy of a despatch which I have addressed upon this 
subject to Her Majesty's High Commissioner in South Africa.f 

f n£LV6 &LC 

(Signed) ' CARNARVON. 



No. 8. 
President Burgers to Colonial Office. 

Sir, Brussels^ February 1, 1876. 

1 HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 27th 
January last,:|: with copies of correspondence and minutes regarding matters in 
connection with Zulu-Land. 

May I request you to thank Lord Carnarvon for the copies, and to give his 
Lordship the assurance that I have already some time since given instructions to 
the local authorities to maintain peace, and to be careful not to endanger the 
harmony of the present relations, as it is not the intention of my Government to 
make war upon the Zulus. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) THOS. BURGERS. 



No. 9. 

Governor Sir H. Barkly, Q.C.M.G., K.C.B., to the Earl of Carnarvon.^^ (Received 

March 3.) 

My Lord, Government House, Cape Toivn, January 28, 1 876. 

I ANNEX copy of a letter addressed to me by Lopingula, Chief of the 
Mantabeles, to whose good offices I had recommended two officers of Her Majesty's 
32nd Regiment, when proceeding to the Zambesi on a shooting expedition. 

2. The presents to myself therein referred to have not yet arrived, but they 
will be sold by public auction when they do so, and the proceeds (probably about 
20/. after deducting expenses) will go far towards purchasing a handsome uniform 
for the Chief. 

3. With regard to his application for a cannon, his desire to possess which is 
no doubt at the root of his civility and of the great attention which he paid to 
Captains Stabb and Glascott, I purpose informing Lopingula that a small field- 
piece such as he wants would be worth thousands of pounds of ivory, and that it 
could only be obtained for him with the permission of Queen Victoria, intimating 
at the same time, privately, to the Rev. Mr. Thomson, of the London Missionary 
Society, by whom the letter was written, that, even if the Chief could safely be 
trusted with so potent an instrument of mischief (which from all accounts 1 doubt), 
the gift would give rise to complaints on the part of the South African Republic, 
betwixt whom and the Mantabeles great enmity exists. 

4. On the other hand, as this tribe is, next to the Zulus, the most warlike and 
powerful in that part of South Africa, its friendship might, under certain circum- 
stances, be of great importance to the Colony of Natal, and I shall not fail to 
inform Sir Henry Bulwer of this correspondence. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) HENRY BARKLY. 
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Inclosure in No. 9. 

GwobulowayOy October 14, 1875 

Lopingula, Chief of the Mantabele, sends greeting : 

J received with pleasure* your letter commending to my care two English 
officers who have visited my country for hunting purposes, and 1 have at your 
request gladly extended to them my protection and assistance, and acceded as far 
as in my power to their wishes during their stay here, and I now take th*'^ 
opportunity of their return to address you by their hands on a subject which for 
some time has had my serious consideration. 

I have heard much and often of the white man's large gun (the cannon), and 
have greatly desired to become possessed of one. I have now, therefore, to beg 
our Excellency's kind advice and assistance in my endeavour to procure one. It 
as occurred to me that Her Majesty's Government might possibly have one at their 
disposal which they might feel disposed to concede to one who has always 
endeavoured to extend both his protection and assistance to all British subjects, 
either dwelling in or visiting his country, and who is desirous ever to retain good 
and friendly feelings towards the Queen of their country, whom he regards with the 
greatest respect. 

With reference to the size and description of the cannon 1 leave it entirely with 
your Excellency, trusting to receive a communication of a favourable nature on the 
subject at your Excellency's early convenience. 

A» a proof of the feelings of friendship and regard which I bear towards your 
Excellency^ 1 beg your acceptance of the tusk of an elephant, killed in my own 
oountry, which I send merely as a token of my goodwill, knowing that your 
Excellency's high position and character have placed you beyond the reception of 
valuable gifts. My most favoured sister, who at present occupies the position of 
the first lady in my country, desires Lady Barkly's kind acceptance of a few ostrich 
feathers, ^hich she offers to her with the same sentiments and in the same spirit as 
the elephant's tusk is offered to your Excellency. 

I nave entrusted both the tusk and the feathers to the care of the British 
officers who bear this letter. 

With every assurance of regard, I remain ( ^ the King's mark) your Excel- 
lency's sincere friend> 

(Signed) LOPINGULA. 

Written at the King's request by me, 
(Signed) J. B. Thomson, London Missionary Society. 

Witness, 
(Signed) H. Spakke Stabb, Major. 

To his Excellency Sir H. Barkly, K.C.B., 

Her Majesty's High Commissioner for South Africa. 



No. 10. 

Governor Sir fl. Barkly, G.C.M.G.^ K.C.B., to the Earl of Carnarvon. — {Received 

March 3.) 

My Lord, Government House, Cape Toivn, February 4, 1876. 

SHORTLY after the receipt of your Lordship's despatch of the 1 8th August 
last, inclosing copy of a complaint from Mr. Hampden Smithers as to British 
subjects having been " commandeered " in the Transvaal, I addressed the Acting 
President of the South African Republic requesting him^ as desired, to inquire 
into the facts of the case. 

2. I did not forward copy of the letter received by the Right Honourable the 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, because it spoke so freely that it would have 
involved Mr. Smithers in trouble, and, as he had already sent a protest direct to 
the Acting President, there could be no question as to what was complained of. 

3. His Honour, however, thought it necessary to write to me noticing this 
omission, and some delay has thus been occasioned. 

4. I have now, however, the honour to transmit copy of Mr. Joubert's formal 
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reply, vrhich, it will be seen, in no way controverts the statements of Mr. Smithers, 
but simply contends that every foreigner is bound to submit to the laws of the 
Republic, and that the liability to military service of all able-bodied men is one of 
those laws. 

6. 1 shall be glad to Jearn whether Her Majesty's Government assent to this 
doctrine or not, as I notice in the Transvaal papers that another commando against 
the Kafirs is contemplated^ and further complaints from British subjects will 
doubtless come in. 

1 have, &c, 
(Signed) HENRy BARKLY. 



Inclosure in No. 10. 

Sir, Government House^ Pretoria ^ January 21, 1876. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Excellency's despatch 
dated 7th of December last, covering copy of a letter of Mr. A. Hampden Smithers 
to me. I am now enabled to reply to your despatch of the 2l8t of October last. 
Of course, I was acquainted with the contents of Mr. Smithers' letter to me, but I 
understood from your Excellency's despatch that Mr. Smithers had complained to 
the Right Honourable the Secretary of State for the Colonies, and was not aware 
that the letter to the Right Honourable Lord Carnarvon and the letter to me were 
of the same tenor. From your Excellency's despatch of the 7th of December, I see 
this to be the case, and, therefore, have the honour to state in reply: — 

1. Mr. Smithers has been a resident, not a visitor, for some time, first at the 
Gold Fields, afterwards in Pretoria. It appears from the books of the Magistrate 
of Pretoria that he paid his taxes, poll-tax, as a resident for the years 1874 and 
1875, and he owns landed property here. 

2. According to our Grondwet (Constitution), Article 6, ** Tlie territory is open 
for every foreigner who submits to the laws of the country, &c." 

3. The same Constitution distinctly states, Article 96, "The military force 
consists of all the able men of this Republic." 

4. Article 97. "The able men of the white population consist of all males of 
the ages between 16 and 60 years." 

5. Article 103. ^'The military force is called out, with the exception of the 
coloured servants, for the maintenance of order for Commandos against internal 
disturbances, and without any exception for the defence of the country, and to 
make war on foreign enemies." 

6. Article 106. *' The subordinates receive their orders from the officers and 
officials above them." 

7. In Article 109 the fines to be inflicted for non-obedience are fixed. 

8. Articles 114 and 115 specify who are exempt from personal service, and 
Article 1 16 states that those who are exempt must bear their share in the expenses 
of the Oommando. 

According to these Articles Mr. Smithers' son was ordered to join the Com* 
mando, and Mr. Smithers to lend some oxen to pull a waggon or gun. Mr. Smithers* 
son went, and on his return signed an address expressing his loyalty to the Govern- 
ment and his willingness to serve the country again at a future time. Mr. Smithers 
refused to give the bullocks, and was not punished, perhaps because he is known to 
be a poor and idle man, who almost wholly lives by the bread earned for him by his 
i?vife, who would be the real sufferer if the penalty of the law had been inflicted. 

It will strike your Excellency how absurd it would be if every individual^ 
subject of a State either by birth or by residence, should claim the right to question 
the motives and movements of a Government in a case of war or peace. 
"Trusting this my explanation to be sufficient, I have, &c. 

(Signed) P. J. JOUBERT, Acting President. 

By order, 
(Signed) Swart, State Secretary. 

To his Excellency Sir H. Barkly, G.CM.G., K.C.B., 

Governor of the Cape of Good Hope. 
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No. 11. 

The Earl of Carnarvon to Governor Sir H. Barkly, G.C.M.G., K.C.B. 

Sir, Downing Street^ March 14, 1876. 

I HAVE to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch of the 28th of January, 
forwarding a letter which had been aodressed to you by Lopingula, the Chief of 
the Mantabeles. 

As regards the wish expressed by this Chief to obtain a cannon from the British 
Government, I have to state that I do not think it desirable, under the circumstances 
which you mention, to comply with his request. 

I have &c 
(Signed) ' CARNARVON. 

No. 12. 

Governor Sir H. Barkly, O.C.M.G.j K.C.B., to the Earl of Carnarvon. — {Received 

April 20.) 

My Lord, Government HoiLse, Cape Town, March 25, 1876. 

THE Lieutenant-Governor of Natal having recently transmitted reports made 
confidentially to the Secretary for Native Affairs by the Resident Magistrate of 
Alfred County on the south-west frontier of that Colony, regarding the disturbed 
state of feeling said to have arisen in Nomansland since the death of Adam Kok, 
I think it as well to inform your Lordship that this Government, while not attaching 
much importance to the rumours in circulation, is taking proper precautions for the 
maintenance of tranquillity. 

2. The chief instigator of the movement referred to is a petty Basuto chieftain 
named Nehemiah, one of the numerous sons of Moshesh, not by a royal wife, and 
his immediate object appears to be to step into Adam Kok's place as ruler of the 
territory, which was many years ago claimed by Moshesh, in virtue of a pretended 
cession from Faku, then Chief of the Pondos, and of which Nehemiah was 
afterwards allowed, as a favour, by Sir George Grey, as High Commissioner^ to 
occupy a portion. 

3. Better educated than most chieftains, he has always been of a restless 
disposition, though so clever and plausible as to escape the consequences of his 
misdoings. He even induced the Cape Parliament last year, by a petition, to 
recommend the Government, when Nomansland was taken over, to investigate his 
complaints against the Griquas for depriving him of certain lands which he claimed. 
This was done by the Commission nominated to inquire into the question of recent 
grants made by Adam Kok, in anticipation of his abdication, without the authority 
of his Council; and it was conclusively proved that, from first to last, Nehemiah 
had been the aggressor, having, at the head of his own and Other tribes, attacked 
the Griquas and driven off their cattle, whilst they were on the journey originally 
to take possession of the country, and continued a system of plunder until, in turn 
defeated, and forced to take shelter in Basuto-Land, his return from whence was 
regretted even by his own people, who had been left in undisturbed possession of 
their locations. 

4. Anticipating an adverse report, Nehemiah has renewed his intrigues, and, 
summoning to his aid a younger brother, Tsekelo, the one who accompanied 
Mr. Buchanan to England to oppose the arrangements made by Sir Philip 
Wodehouse with the Orange Free State, on the termination of the Basuto war, and 
who, since the annexation of Basuto-Land, has been employed as an interpreter in 
its native police force, has set on foot an agitation which would have been 
dangerous, but for the lack of influence on the part of either of them even with 
iheir own countrymen. 

6. Among other attempts at mischief, they paid a visit to Umgikela and Damas, 
the present Chiefs of Pondo-Land, and, as reported by Major Giles, the Magistrate 
of Alfred County, artfully represented to them '' that the Queen had given up 
South Africa, and was going to withdraw all the troops, and that the white men 
being about to combine to oppress the black race, the big chiefs ought to take 
counsel together to be ready to resist." 

* No. 9. 
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6. Information respecting this visit reached this Government also, but as the 
efforts of Nehemiah and Tsekelo to excite hostility were said to have proved fruitless, 
it was not thought necessary to take any notice of it at the time. Emboldened, 
apparently, by this impunity, Nehemiah proceeded, towards the close of last month, 
to more overt acts of insubordination, by causing forty-eight head of cattle to be 
carried off by night frpm another petty chieftain, Sibi, and, when ordered by 
Mr. Gumming, the Acting British Resident at Kokstadt, to restore them, writing in 
an off-hand style to decline, first, '^ because it happened in territory claimed by 
subjects of Moshesh ;" secondly, ^' because the annexation of this disputed territory 
must first pass through the sanction and consent of the Parliament ;" and, thirdly, 
" because, though the nearest magistrate, he does not admit his authority to 
interfere upon disputed territory uninvited/' 

7. Mr. Gumming had been ordered to return to the Colony prior to this 
occurrence, my Advisers having recommended me to appoint Gaptain Blyth, whose 
great success in establishing order and extending civilization among the Fingoes is 
so well known, to administer the Government of Griqua-Land East, as Adam Kok's 
country is now generally styled. 

8. On receipt of this intelligence Mr. Brownlee, the Secretary for Native Affairs, 
who had repaired to the frontier directly after his return' from England, was com- 
municated with by telegr^h, and requested to instruct Gaptain Blyth to take up 
his new appointment without delay, the nearest troop of the Frontier Mounted 
Police accompanying him as an escort, whilst its stations were taken up by an 
advance from the rear, 

9. This has been effected without creating the slightest alarm on the frontier, 
and I expect shortly to hear that on Gaptain Blyth's arrival at Kokstadt, 
Nehemiah Moshesh has either made his submission or fled to the recesses of the 
Drakensberg. 

10. Mean\vhile Mr. Brownlee is on his way back to Gape Town, after having 
had friendly interviews vvith Kreli, Dalasile (the most powerful of the Tambookie 
Chieftains), and Sandilli ; and I am happy to be able to state that he reports the 
excitement caused by the prospect of renewed hostilities between the Galekas and 
Tambookies to be rapidly subsiding, and all things resuming their previous quiet 
aspect. 

11. As a proof that Kreli's pacific professions are sincere, I may add that a 
telegram has just been received, mentioning that he has sent off one of his younger 
sons on a visit to Cape Town, under charge of Botinan, a Gounsellor, who is 
considered his greatest General. 

1 have &c 
(Signed) ' HENRY BARKLY. 



No. 13. . 

The Earhof Carnarvon to Governor Sir H. Barkly, G.C.M.G., K.C.B. 

Sir, Downing Street^ April 29, 1876* 

I HAVE to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch of the 25th March,* 
on the subject of the reports which had reached the Gape Government, from Natal, 
of a disturbed state of feeling in No Man's Land, instigated by a Basuto Ghief 
named Nehemiah. 

I am glad to perceive that, in your opinion, the danger of disturbance in Griqua- 
Land East is not so great as the despatches which you had received from Natal 
would indicate. But it is evident that the situation is not free from danger, and I 
trust that a sufficient police force may be maintained in the country to reassure the 
niinds of the well-disposed, and repress any movements of discontent until all 
disturbing symptoms have passed away. 

I have &c« 
(Signed) ' CARNARVON. 
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No. 14. 

Lieutenant-Governor Sir H. E, Bulwer^ K.C.M.G., to the Earl of Carnarvon. — (Received 

May 8.) 

My Lord, Government House, Maritzburg, Natal, March 31, 1876. 

I HAVE had the honour to receive your Lordship's despatch of the 31st of 
January last* on the subject of the unsatisfactory relations existing between the 
Transvaal Republic and the Zulu Kingdom. 

I have also received a copy of the despatch on the subject which your Lordship 
has addressed to IJer Majesty's High Commissioner in South Africa, and which I 
learn by a despatch received from Sir H. Barkly, has been communicated by him 
to the Acting President of the Republic. 

2. I have now the honour to forward, for your Lordship's information, copy of 
a Minute by the Secretary for Native Affairs, together with some other papers which 
will show the present position of affairs in the disputed territory. 

Among these papers is copy of a message from Cetywayo to me ; and also a 
copy of a letter which I have received from the Acting President of the Republic, 
and of my reply. 

3. That the position is a critical one there can be no question ; and that it is 
so is undoubtedly, in my opinion, due to the occupation of the disputed territory by 
the Transvaal Government, and to the attempt to enforce upon the Zulu natives 
residing on the territory the payment of a tax to the Government of the Republic. 
This action has threatened to precipitate a regular collision between the Zulus and 
the Republic, which appears, after some acts of more or less violence, to have been 
averted only by the suspension of the collection of the tax. 

4. I trust that your Lordship's despatch will have the effect of inducing the 
Government of the Republic to stay the further prosecution of a line of policy which 
must inevitably be attended with the most serious consequences. 

5. The position of this Government, it must be admitted, is a somewhat 
difficult one. It has always been urging upon Cetywayo the importance of 
preserving the peace and of leaving the questions in dispute between him and the 
Government of the Republic to be amicably settled. Whilst we have been urging 
upon him a passive attendance upon a future amicable settlement of questions, the 
Government of the Transvaal has proceeded to the solution of them in its own way 
and its own favour by measures of assertion and positive action. 

Even now it will be seen from Cetywayo's message that the Zulu King and 
Chiefs are willing and desirous that the line between the Zulus and the Boers may 
be defined by this Government. 

If only the Transvaal Government would be moderate I see no reason why this 
question should not be settled in a satisfactory manner. 

I have &c 
(Signed) ' HENRY BULWER. 



Inclosure I in No. 14. 

Message from Cetywayo, King of the Zulus, to the Lieutenant-Governor of Natal^ sent by 

Matyana, Umjame, and Qloza, March 25, 1876. 

WE are sent by Cetywayo to report that eight of his Zulu subjects residing on 
the disputed territory have been beaten by the Boers, together with their wives 
and mothers, because they refused to pay a tax levied by the Boers. 

The Zulus refused to pay the tax on the grounds that they were not subjects 
of the Transvaal Government but of Cetywayo. The Boers replied, " What is 
Cetywayo but a Kafir and a dog ?" They (the Boers) then took ten head of cattle 
from the kraals of Umpungana and Sijulana, saying that they would return again 
in seven days. 

The head Chiefs of Zulu-Land wished us to ask if the Natal Government 
would allow them to die with the King which it had placed over them ? 

Both the King and his Chiefs wish the Natal Government to define the line 
between the Zulus and the Dutch Boers without delay, as the Zulus can no longer 
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be kepi quiet^ and should the Boers come again on the 7th day, there is every 
reason to fear a fight. 

The King wished us to say that his heart is very sore on account of his never 
seeing a representative of the Natal Government, and he cannot tell what he has 
done to displease the Government. 

Taken before me, 
(Signed) F. B. FINNEY, 

Interpreter to the Natal Oovernment. 



Inclosure 2 in No. 14. 
Sir, Oudini, March 13, 1876. 

I AM requested by Cetywayo to state that he has received information from 
his people living on the north border of the Zulu country, that a party of Dutch, 
with d. lot of Kafirs, have been distributing a lot of notes, as inclosed, amongst his 
sukgects, and seizing twenty-five head of cattle, and beating and otherwise ill-treating 
his subjects, and have threatened to return in six days with an armed force to 
further enforce the payment of a tax, and fight, if the Zulus wish it. 

Cetywayo earnestly begs that you will solicit his Excellency's interference in 
this matter, as he adheres to what was advised him some years past, to keep peace 
if possible. 

I am, &ic. 
(Signed) J. L. DUNN, 

The Hon, the Secretary for Native Affairs. 
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Inclosure 3 in No. 14. 

Minute on the Condition of Affairs in the disputed Territory between the Government of the 
South African Republic and the Zulus^ by the Secretary for Native Affairs, Natal 
March 30, 1876. 

BETWEEN the South African Republic and the Zulus on our norther 
boundary, a state of excitement, which sometimes causes a good deal of dangerous 
Iqcal irritation, is kept up by the unsettled question respecting the disputed 
territory. This territory was proclaimed last year by the South African Republic 
as being included within its limits. 

1 believe a large portion of its area was granted as farms by the Transvaal 
Government to its own white subjects, and that some of these farms have been 
occupied by the grantees in the presence of the prior Zulu occupants, who look 
upon the land as belonging to their King, and repudiate the authority of the 
Republic. 

The steps taken by the South African Government to annex and parcel out 
this territory into grants to its own people have been ignored by the Zulus, and the 
consequence is that two populations occupy the same country under different and 
alien Governments, and events which would otherwise be insignificant in themselves 
are rendered serious by surrounding circumstances, and may at any moment produce 
grave consequences to the general peace of the country. 

Instances of this have lately occurred. It appears that in the South African 
Republic a law or regulation exists in which a tax of 2^. 6d. in money or 5^. in 
produce is payable by natives residing on farms, this tax was attempted to 
be enforced in the disputed territory by the officials of the Republic, who 
it is said made a few seizures. The matter was reported to Cetywayo, and he 
appears to have ordered the collection of the tax to be resisted. Armed bodies of 
men occupied the disputed territory in readiness to obey his orders, and some of 
these committed excesses in the way of carrying off articles of property ; but, 
fortunately, no life was lost or cattle taken. If either of these very possible events 
had occurred, there is no knowing what might have happened; for the present, 
however, danger has been averted by the suspension of the collection of the tax. 

It remains to be seen what action the Republic will take in the matter. 

Extract from a letter from Mr. C. Potter, who is in charge of a trading estab- 
lishment in the disputed territory, dated 12th March, 1876, giving some particulars 
of the above disturbances, are annexed. 

A message from Cetywayo and the headman of Zulu- Land has lately been sent 
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to this Government, accompanied by a letter from Mr. John Dunn, an Englishman 
in the confidence of Cety wayo, and who resides in Zulu-Land ; copies of these docu- 
ments are annexed. 

Cetywayo complains of the action of the Republican Government in taxing 
and distributing papers among his subjects, and intimates his determination to 
resist the carrying out of the threat, said to have been made to make seizures in 
default of the tax being paid. He also resents as an aggression the issue to Zulus 
living in the disputed territory the annual passport, for which 1/. sterling is charged 
by the Government of the Republic. One of these will be found inclosed in 
Mr. Dunn's letter. 

A despatch in March from the Acting President of the South African 
Republic has also been received, from which it appears that the action of his 
Government in apprehending a native charged with murder, as it appears, at a 
mission station in the disputed territory, has been so far resented that several of 
the natives belonging to the station have been killed, that is if the President's 
information is correct even in every particular, may be but a local disturbance^ and 
would, under ordinary circumstances, be of little importance ; but it shows a much 
greater readiness to resist than obey, and is one of the many signs of a growing 
feeling of impatience and irritation in the country that must sooner or later bring 
on a catastrophe if some suitable remedy is not applied. 

This Government has for years past invariably and incessantly urged upon 
Cetywayo the necessity for preserving the peace, and so far with great success, but 
messages from the Zulu King are becoming more frequent and more urgent, and 
the replies he receives seem to him to be both temporizing and evasive. 

(Signed) T. SHEPSTONE, 

Secretary for Native Affairs. 



Inclosure 4 in No. 14, 

Honourable Sir, Government Office^ Pretoria, March 15, 1876. 

REFERRING to my previous correspondence, I think it necessary to make 
known to you that I have received information that a murder having been com- 
mitted a few days ago at a mission station under the Rev. Mr. Meyer by a Kafir 
named Manijojoba, within the district of Wakkerstrom, the public prosecutor of 
Wakkerstrom considered it his duty to cause the Kafir to be apprehended by the 
Sheriff with the help of some of the burghers, which was carried into effect. 

Scarcely had the Kafir been arrested and conveyed to the prison at Wakker- 
strom before an inroad on the place was made by a number of Kafirs. Some of the 
Mission Kafirs were killed, their property destroyed and carried away, so that the 
Landdrost of Wakkerstrom was obliged to send some burghers to drive off the Kafirs 
and protect the inhabitants. The result is not yet known to me. 

I am assured that these acts are instigated and supported by Cetywayo, which 
makes me fear that they may have serious consequences. 

I have instructed the Landdrosts of Utrecht and Wakkerstrom to do all they 
can whilst protecting our burghers to preserve peace. 

(Signed) P. S. JOUBERT, Acting State President. 

(Signed) Swart, State Secretary. 

To his Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor, 

Natal. 



Inclosure 5 in No. 14. 

Sir, Government House, Natal, March 27, 1 876. 

I HAVE to thank your Honour for the communication you have been good 
enough to make to me of the 15th instant, informing me that an attack had been 
recently made upon a Mission Station under the ^v. Mr. Mayer, by a number of 
Kafirs, in consequence of the arrest of a Kafir who had committed a murder at the 
station, and of his conveyance to a prison at Wakkerstroom, and that some of the 
Mission Kafirs had been killed during the attack^ and that the Landdrost of 
Wakkerstroom was obliged to send some burghers to protect the inhabitants. 

Your Honour states that you have been assured that these acts are instigated 
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tod supported by Cetywayo, and that you are therefore afraid they may have 
serious consequences. 

I have learned the intelligence conveyed in your despatch, I need not assure 
you, with much regret. With reference, however, to the reports that have reached 
your Honour that Cetywayo has instigated or supported the assault in question, I 
have reason to hope that these reports will be found to be without foundation and 
that the disturbance was a local and accidental one, prompted by the angry feeling 
of the friends of the arrested Kafir ; although if, as I am given to understand, the 
station where the murder and subsequent disturbance took place is in the disputed 
territory, that angry feeling may doubtless have been intensified by the general 
feeling of irritation that is now so strong throughout that teri-itory. 

This Government has always impressed upon Cetywayo the importance of 
preserving the peace on his part, and of settling all questions of dispute by calm 
representation, and this advice Cetywayo has always received in the spirit in which 
it has been given, and assured us of his desire to act according to it. 

I have no reason to doubt that he has been and is really desirous of so acting, 
and it is with much concern that this Government learns from the communications 
it receives that the feelings of irritation and impatience are becoming very strong 
among the Zulus, in consequence, it is affirmed, of the action taken by the Govern- 
ment of the Transvaal in the disputed territory. 

I must express my sincere trust that peace will be maintained by moderation 
on both sides, and 1 am very glad to learn from your Honour's despatch that you 
have given instructions to the Landdrost, whilst protecting the burghers, to do all 
they can to preserve the peace. 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) HENRY BULWER, Lieutenant Governor. 

To P. S. Joubert, Esq., Acting State President 
of the South African Republic. 



No. 16. 

Governor Sir H. Barkly, G.C.M.G.y K.C.B., to the Earl of Carnarvon. — (Received May 8.) 

My Lord, Government Houscy Cape Tovm^ April 10, 1876. 

HAVING, in accordance with the instructions conveyed to me by your 
Lordship's despatch of the 25th January,* communicated a copy thereof to the 
Acting president of the South African Republic, under cover of a letter as inclosed, 
I have now the honour to transmit copy of his Honour's acknowledgment of such 
communication. 

2. It would seem, from the latest accounts from that Republic, that your 
Lordship's warning could not have reached Mr. Joubert one moment too soon, as a 
hostile collision between the Boers and the Zulus was imminent, if the former 
persisted in their attempt to levy hut tax in the disputed territory. 

3. I trust that President Burgers, who is now on his way to the seat of 
Government to resume his functions, may be in time to ward off, by prudent 
concessions, a conflict which could hardly fail to have the disturbing effect pointed 
out by your Lordship upon the native population of Natal. 

1 have &LC 
(Signed) ' HENRY BARKLY. 



Inclosure 1 in No. 15. 

Sir, Government Houses Cape Town^ February 29, 1876. 

IT is my duty, as High Commissioner, in accordance with the instructions of 
the Right Honourable the Earl of Carnarvon, to transmit to your Honour 
copy of a despatch received by me last mail from his Lordship, intimating that, 
pending the negotiations now proceeding for the establishment of a Confederation 
of States in this part of the world. Her Majesty's Government cannot recognize, 
unless effected with its express concurrence, any addition to the South African 
Republic of territory not already comprised within its boundaries, more especially 
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where, as in the case of the dispute with the Zulu King, the position of one of Her 
Majesty's Colonies might be seriously complicated by the hostilities to which such a 
step would in all probability give rise. 

(Signed) ' HKNRY BABKLY, High CommismMr. 
His Honour Acting President Joubert, 
&c, &c. &c. 

Inclosure 2 in No. 15* 

Sir, Government Office, Pretoria^ March 24, 1876. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Excellency's letter of 
the 29th February last, covering despatch of Lord Carnarvon, dated the 25th of 
January, 1876. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) P, J. JOUBERT, Acting State PreMent. 

(Signed) Swart, State Secretary. 

His Ejccellency Sir H. Barkly, G.C.M.G., K.C.B., 
Governor of the Cape of Good Hope. 
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No. 16. 
Oovernor Sir H. Barkly, G.GiM.G.i K.G.B,^ to the Earl of Carnarvon. — {Received May 10.) 

My Lord, Government tiouse, Cape Town^ April 16, 18^6. 

IN continuation of my despatch of the 25th ultirao,* I have the honour to 
report that letters hare just been received from Captain fllyth, who reached 
Kokstadt on the day foUowmg that date, after paying visits, en route, to two of the 
Chiefs who were supposed to have been tampered with by Nehemiah Moshesh. 

2. No demonstration was made on his arrival at the capital of East Griqua- 
Land either by Kafirs or Griquas, but in the course of the evening a collision 
between some of the latter and the police, who had formed his escort, was nearly 
taking place. The latter, desiring shelter for their ammunition waggon in a sort of 
fort or magazine, where two brass cannon, which had belonged to the late Adam 
Kok, were stored, found themselves threatened with opposition by thirty or forty 
GriquaLs with loaded guns in their hands. These were at once disarmed with but a 
faint show of resistance, a few of the leaders being taken temporarily into custody, 
and the keys of the magazine were then given up. 

3. It was evident, however, from this» that a section of the population had become 
disaffected, and the causes are not difficult to discover. 

4. The suddeti death of Adam Kok, whilst things were still in a transition 
state, tended of itself to create doubt and uncertainty, awakening in some a hope of 
succeeding to the Captaincy ; in others of founding a sort of Republic under which 
the old Raad and their '* prot^g6s " should continue to divide amongst themselves 
the entire revenue of the country. Then, again, the delay in passing an Annexation 
Act, and consequently in issuing British titles to the occupants of land, occasioned 
some uneasiness, which had been artfully taken advantage of, not only by Nehemiah 
Moshesh, but by persons of European origin. 

5. A knot of land speculators from !(^atal and this Colony had little difficulty in 
exciting distrust in the minds of the uneducated and credulous Griquas, as to the 
intentions of the Cape Government, and, by inducing them to believe that the Land 
Commission had been a mere blind, and that its real object was the confiscation of 
most of their farms, to induce them to part with them far below their real value. 

6. At the public meeting convened by Captain Blyth the following day, a 
strong feeling of discontent was accordingly manifested, some goin^ so far as to 
declare that their late Captain had consented to coming under Britisn rule without 
duly consulting his people, and that they desired still to retain their independence. 

7. Of course Captain Blyth had no difficulty in disproving the truth of these 
assertions by a reference to what had actually passed ; and, after he had explained 
to them the cause of the delay in regard to titles, and informed them that the 
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Commissioners had recommended that all grants should be confirmed, ivith the 
exception of some few illegally promised to Europeans after annexation had been 
decided on, those present expres'sed themselves as perfectly satisfied, and the excite- 
ment ceased. 

8. Subsequently an inlervievv took place between Captain Blyth and a large 
number of Chiefs and Headmen of the Basutos, Amabacas, and other Kafir tribes 
settled in the territory, at which the greatest confidence in the Government was 
expressed, and all complicity with Nehemiah Moshesh's designs indignantly repu- 
diated. 

9. This latter personage has since been brought before Captain Blyth, charged 
by the former Resident with various violent and illegal acts, the charges, which 
attracted little notice either from Griquas or Kafirs, being still under investigation 
when the last post left Kokstadt. 

10. I am glad, in conclusion, to be able to add that the Pondo Chief Umgikela 
had senta very complimentary message of greeting to Captain Blyth on his appoint- 
ment, expressing a strong desire to continue on the most friendly terms both with 
him and his Government. 

11. There can be no doubt therefore that matters in Griqua-Land East will 
now quietly settle down, and the great natural resources of the country he gradually 
developed. 

I have &c. 
(Signed) * HENRY BARKLY. 
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No. 17. 
The Earl of Carnarvon to Governor Sir H. Barkly, G.CM.G.y K.C.B. 

Sir, Downing Street ^ May 15, 1876. 

I HAVE to acknowledge the receipt of your (!cs|)atch of the loth April,* 
reporting that letters had oeen received from Captain Blyth, the Resident in 
Griqua-Land Kast, from which it appears that there is no further cause for 
apprehension in consequence of the proceedings of Nehemiah Moshesh. 

I have to express my satisfaction at this intelligence, and \ have good hopes 
that this more favourable aspect of affairs will continue. 

I have &c 
(Signed) ' CARNARVON. 



No. 18. 

7%e Earl of Carnarvon to Governor Sir H. Barkly^ G.C.M.G., K.C.B. 

Sir, Downing Street, May 22, 1876. 

I DULY received your despatch of the 4th of February,! on the subject 
of the complaint of Mr. Hampden Smithers that his son had been forced by the 
Transvaal Government to serve in a ** Commando" sent into the country of the 
Amaswazis to help them against a threatened attack of the Zulus. 

2. I caused your despatch to be referred to the Law Officers, requesting their 
opinion on the point whether, assuming, as stated by Acting President Joubert, 
that the law of the Republic imposes upon all able-bodied residents the duty of 
compulsory service on a commando, whether called out against the uncivilized 
tribes inhabiting and surrounding the Republic, or for whatever purpose, there 
was anything contrary to international comity and usage in the application of such 
a law to a foreigner; and whether the circumstances of Mr. Smithers' case 
appeared to be such as would justify any quasi-diplomatic intervention by Her 
Majesty's Representative in South Africa on his behalf. 

3. I am advised that there is nothing contrary to international comity in the 
application of such a law to a foreigner, and that there is nothing in the circum- 
stances of Mr, Smithers' case which would justify any quasi-diplomatic intervention 
on his behalf by Her Majesty's Representative in South Africa. 

• No IC. . t No. 10. 
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4. i request that you will communicate the substance of this opinion to 
Mr. Smithers in answer to his complaint. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) CARNARVON. 



No. 19. 

Lieutenant-Governor Sir H. E. Bulwerj K.C.M.O.^ to the Earl of Carnarvon. — {Received 

May 22.) 

My Lord, Government House^ Maritzburg, Natal y April 4, 1876. 

IN addition to the papers forwarded under cover of my despatch of the 
31st March,* I have the honour to inclose, for your Lordship's information, copies 
of the replies which I have directed to be made to the message from Cetywayo, and 
the letter from Mr. John Dunn. 

I have &c. 
(Signed) ' HENRY BULWER. 



Inclosure 1 in No. 19. 

Reply of the Lieutenant-Governor of Natal to the Message from Cetywayo^ King of the 
Zulv^s, by Matyanay Ugeoza, and Unyamey delivered at Maritzburg, on the 3\st day of 
March, 1876. 

THE Lieutenant-Governor of Natal thanks Cetywayo for the intelligence 
conveyed by his last messengers, and by the letter written at Cetywayo's request, 
by Mr. John Dunn, dated 13th March, 1876, and he will be glad to be kept informed 
of the occurrence of any important event in Zulu-Land. 

The Lieutenant-Governor is occasionally informed by the Government of the 
South African Republic of events which affect its relations with the Zulus, and it 
is well to hear with both ears. 

The Lieutenant-Governor is fully assured that Cetywayo has been in earnest in 
the desire he professes to keep the peace, and he trusts that the same desire is also 
felt by the Government and people of the South African Republic. 

The Government of Natal has never ceased to urge on both the great impor- 
tance of preventing a disturbance of the peace of the country, because the conse- 
quences must be serious to all concerned whatever the final issue may be. 

If, as he hopes, such a feeling exists on both sides, he does not doubt that a 
means will some day be found by which all causes of difference will be adjusted 
without having recourse to steps that must destroy the country. 

Until that day arrives, he sincerely trusts that Cetywayo on his part will 
persevere in his endeavours to preserve his country from war, and keep his people 
from the commission of any act of aggressiveness that may place the relations 
between the Transvaal Government and himself beyond the remedy which peaceful 
negotiations will afford. 

By command of his Excellency, 

(Signed) T. SHEPSTONE, 

Secretary for Native A fairs. 

Secretary for Native Affairs^ Office^ NataU 

Apnl 4, 1876. 



Inclosure 2 in No. 19. 



Sir, Office of Secretary for Native Afdirs, Natal, April 3, 1876. 

I AM directed by the Lieutenant-Governor of Natal to acknowledge the 
receipt of your letter of the 13th ultimo, which was duly delivered by the Zulu 
messengers. 

I inclose for your information, copy of His Excellency's reply to the message 
brought by them, which reply has, of course, been delivered to the messengers 
verbally. 

• No. 14. 
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The Lieutenant-Governor trusts that you will impress upon Cetywayo the 
importance of abstaining from, and preventing any act of aggressiveness on the 
part of his people. 

You will understand that his Excellency does not attribute to Cetywayo any 
such disposition ; on the contrary he is fully sensible that Cetywayo has always 
paid much attention to the wishes of this Government so frequently represented to 
him, with regard to his relations with the Government of the Transvaal, and his 
Excellency has not failed to bring this circumstance under the due notice of Her 
Majesty's Government. 

You are probably aware that Her Majesty's Government have proposed that a 
Conference of Representatives from the different Governments and States in South 
Africa should be held in London this year, at which various questions of difference 
may be discussed and settled, and it would be unfortunate if at such a meeting any 
aggressive act on the part of the Zulu people could be truly averred against 
them. 

This Government will be represented by myself and possibly by others as well 
at tliat Conference. Should Cetywayo desire to make any further statement on the 
subject of his difference with the Transvaal Grovernment, the Lieutenant-Governor 
will be prepared to forward it to the Secretary of State. 

This Government has urged upon the Government of the Transvaal, as it has 
upon Cetywayo, the great importance of moderation, and of preserving the peace 
between the two countries, and he trusts that, should a Conference be held, a means 
will be found of bringing to a satisfactory and equitable termination this long vexed 
question. 

(Signed) T. SHEPSTONE, 



John Dunn, Esq., Zulu-Land. 



Secretary for Native A fairs. 



No. 20. 

lAeutenant^Qovernor Sir H. E. Bulwer, K.C,M,G.y to the Earl of Carnarvon. — (Received 

June 2.) 

My Lord, Camp, Estcourt, Natal^ April 29, 1 876. 

I HAVE the honour to forward, for your Lordship's information, some further 
papers relating to the present position between the Transvaal and the Zulus, in 
respect to the disputed territory. 

2. The latest intelligence of a reliable character that we possess is contained 
in a private letter which the Secretary for Native Affairs has received. From this 
letter it appears that during the past month the Boers have been in laager, as may 
be understood from the letter, on the line which divides the disputed territory from 
the Transvaal province of Utrecht. If this be so, it would seem that the Boers 
living in the disputed territory have retired upon the line of Transvaal territory, 
and their attitude, therefore, has, from the force of circumstances, become, to some 
extent, a* defensive one. If, however, they have established themselves in laagers 
in the disputed territory itself, then their attitude must still be considered to 
retain that offensive character which was assumed last year in the formal occu- 
pation of the disputed territory by proclamation and by physical force, and which 
has been the cause of the present state of affairs. 

3. The attitude of the Zulus, which was first one of resistance to the authority 
that it was endeavoured to impose upon them, is, as Mr. Shepstone justly points 
out, the natural consequence of the change in the attitude of the officers of the 
Transvaal Government, who, finding their assertion of authority in the territory in 
question met by resistance, and being unable to enforce their authority, fell back 
upon an attitude of defence. 

I have &c 
(Signed) ' HENRY BULWER. 
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Inclosure I in No. 20. 

Minute by the Secretary for Native Affairs on the Condition of Zulu-Land and the 

Transvaal Government to date, April 28, 1876. 

IN my former Minutes I have stated that the cause of difference between the 
Government of the South African Republic and the Zulus is a dispute about 
territory, and I have fully described the position of both parties. 

The state of things at present seems to be that, having proclaimed this territory 
to belong to the Republic, the officers of that Government attempted to exercise 
their usual functions therein^ the subjects of the Zulu King also occupying this 
territory declined, under direction from Cetywayo, to render obedience. One or 
two seizures of cattle are said to have been made to enforce the payment of the 
tax demanded, when suddenly an attitude of defiance was shown, and actual 
collision was averted only by the prompt withdrawal of the demand for taxes, and 
of the exercise of any functions of Government by the Transvaal officers over the 
Zulus. 

But matters looking imminent to the Zulus, it would appear probable that 
messengers were sent to describe the situation to Sikukuni, who has a large tribe 
and occupies, with other considerable chiefs, a very commanding position towards 
an important district of the Republic, which would be in rear of any operation 
undertaken by the Transvaal Government against the Zulus. 

Supposing this communication to have been made, as it is asserted to have 
been, it would be in pursuance of an arrangement which is believed, on very good 
grounds, to have been in existence for some time past between Cetywayo and these 
'hiefs, viz., that, if ever active hostilities should commence between the Zulus and 
the Government of the Republic, the powerful tribes to the north and east of the 
Transvaal should make use of the opportunity by operating against the rear of the 
Boers, and so paralyse their efforts against \he Zulus. 

This is probably the cause of the attitude assumed by Sikukuni and Johannes, 
as described in communications from the Transvaal, and the time that elapsed 
between the disturbance in the disputed territory and the show of Sikukuni's 
hostility in the Transvaal, seems to correspond with the time the Zulu messengers 
would take to reach those Chiefs. 

What is now described is but the natural consequence of attempting to exercise 
authority over savages, and then being compelled to avoid the consequences of their 
threatened resistance by abandoning the attempt. I'his withdrawal will be attri- 
buted to fear, and the effects described in the letter upon the conduct of the Zulus 
would follow of course. 

The concentration of the Boers in laagers in this territory has also a hostile 
lookt and is tantamount to military occupation of it, a state of things that must 
end in withdrawal from the territory by one side or the other, or a collision. 



Inclosure 2 in No. 20. 



Minute on Letter from Mr. Robert J. Du Bois to Mr. Shepsfone, dated Biggarsberg, 

Aprils, 1676. 
(Extract.) 

MR. DTI BOIS, the writer of this letter, has frequently traversed the country 

and tribes he alludes to, and is personally acquainted with many of the Chiefs. 

« « « « « f 

Seketwayo's country is the territory in dispute between the Transvaal and the 
Zulus. Seketwayo is a Zulu noble, and is the ruler of the chief portion of that 
territory. 

The Amaswazi are a powerful tribe to the east of the Transvaal, who have 
lately entered into more intimate relations with that Government; this was done 
by them as a precaution against the Zulus, who are the dominant native power, 
and of whom the Amaswazi are always in fear. The Amaswazi are looked upon 
by the Zulus as tributaries to themselves, and the compact between the Amaswazi 
and the Transvaal is a cause of great offence to the Zulus. 

Umzila exercises undisputed sovereignty over all the country between Delagoa 
Bay and the Zambezi River, and from the coast inland to a considerable distance. 
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His residence in on the Sabi River, or near it, between the Limpopo and the 
Zambezi* 

Mawewe is Umzila's brother; was once King in his stead, but deposed by 
Umzila, when he fled to the Amaswazi country, where he lives with a considerable 
following, and is an object of great jealousy to Umzila, who does not feel secure 
while he lives. Manjobo is a powerful Chief living on the Limpopo River, near the 
sea, under Umzila, in about the latitude of Leydenberg. 

Maboko and Sikukuni are both Chiefs of large tribes residing on the eastern 
or north-eastern borders of the Transvaal Republic, and Sikukuni is the Chief 
alluded to, in communications from the Transvaal, as having suddenly assumed a 
very threatening attitude towards the Transvaal Government. 



No. 21. 

Lieutenant*€hvernor Sir if. B. Bulwer, K.C.M.G., to the Earl of Carnarvon. — (Received 

June 2.) 

My Lord, Camp, Estcourt, Natal, April 29, 1876. 

THE position of the Government of the Transvaal at this moment, in the 
serious misunderstanding that exists between them and the Zulus, and which has 
recently assumed a threatening aspect, as your Lordship has been made aware by 
other despatches from me, has become more complicated and embarrassed by a 
movement that, as we are informed, has shown itself on their north-eastern 
border. In this direction lives a numerous and powerful tribe under Sikukuni, who 
also has his grievances or alleged grievances against the Govei-nment of the 
Transvaal, and from the information which has reached us it would seem that a 
demonstration has been made by that Chief against the Boers in the Leydenburg 
district, in which the Gold Fields are situated. 

2. Mr. Shepstone is 6f opinidh that the demonstration at the present is but a 
demonstration, but if, as is probable, Sikukuni has an understanding with Cetywayo, 
there is always the danger that this demonstration will develop itself into actual 
hostility should the Transvaal Government and the Zulus corte into armed conflict. 

8. I inclose copies of a letter which I have received from an English gentleman 
living at the Gold Fields and of a letter which I have caused to Be addressed to him 
in reply, together with copy of a Minute by the Secretary for Native Affairs. 

(Signed) ' HENRY BULWER. 



Indosure 1 in No. 21. 

Sir, Pilgrims Rest, TVansvaal, April 18, 1876. 

I HAVE the honour to lay before you the position in which the inhabitants 
of these Gold Fields are placed kt the present moment. 

2. We number about 400 English — men, women and children. 

3. The Kafir Chief Secoeni and his subordinates are in arms against the Boer 
Government on a question of territory, which I have no time to enter into as the 
post is waiting my despatch. 

4. Johannes, one of the Kaflr Chiefs, has declared war by lifting cattle close to 
these fields. 

5. The Zulu Chief Cetywayo has sent in two of his head men to Sikukuni, and 
has lent his assistance. 

6. War may be considered to exist at this moment, although not officially 
declared between the Government and the Chiefs. 

7. The English community here will not join or serve with the Transvaal 
Government, which cannot protect us, and has formed itself into a body entirely 
separate. 

8. We are placed in the midst of a war with which we have no sympathy, 
and, without in any way compromising the Home Government, we are acting 
for defence only. We do not know in what way or how soon we may be 
drawn into the quarrel by the Boers. Under these circumstances I consider 
it my duty to report to English authority, and to ask, on behalf of our 
people here, such countenance as you may be able to afford. I may say the 
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situation is most serious, and we do not know at what moment we may be drawn 
into the quarrel, which has nothing to do with us. The Kafir Chief is at this 
moment within ten miles of this place, in full force, and yesterday lifted 130 head 
of cattle, and 1 have had to give an English guard to take the mail to Lydenburg, 
also an escort of twenty men to go out some fifty miles to bring in waggons with 
mealie meal. We have not arms or ammunition ; in fact, we have only about 
20 lbs. of fine powder in camp, although we have 20 lbs. of lead. Under these 
circumstances I feel it my duty (and I am supported by the public) to bring the 
matter to your notice, in the hope that it may be in yonl- Excellency's power to g^ve 
us some assistance, either by Government Envoy to the Kafirs, or in such manner 
as you may think desirable, bearing in mind that our situation is very serious 
indeed, and we have no protection whatever, but have even been applied to by the 
Boers in the neighbourhood for help. 

9. I have the honour to place myself at your Excellency's disposal in any way 

J^oa may think proper, and, pending a reply, we will endeavour to keep clear of all 
ocal quarrels, but I would bring it strongly to your notice that it is most desirous 
our Government should be represented here by some person who will cause it to be 
respected. I am, therefore, in laying this matter before you, to urgently solicit that 
you will take such steps as may seem most desirable to your Excellency to protect 
this English community. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) J. L. VIVIAN, lAeutenant-Colonel, and late 

Superintendent of Her Majesty's Police at 
8t, Kith* 
His Excellency the Governor of Natal. 



Inclosure 2 in No. 21. 
Sir, Estcourt, April 27, 1876. 

I AM directed by his Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor to acKnowledge the 
receipt of your letter of the 18th instant, which has been forwarded to him from 
Maritzburg. 

His Excellency learns with much concern that the English community at 
Pilgrim's Rest are under apprehensions on account of the hostile attitude which you 
state the native Chief Sikukuni has assumed towards the Government of the 
Transvaal. 

•The district in which you are, is in the territory of the Republic, and his 
Excellency cannot, of course, interfere in any matter that concerns the Govern- 
ment of the Republic, nor has he the power to appoint any person to represent 
Her Majesty's Government at the Gold Fields as you request. He would advise 
you to place yourself at once, if you have not already done so, in communication 
with the Government at Pretoria, that it may take such measures as may appear 
to it necessary in the condition of affairs which you report to exist. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) W. COX, Captain. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Vivian, 
Pilgrim^s Rest. 



Inclosure 3 in No. 21. 

Minute on Letter from Lieutenant-Colonel Vivian^ dated Pilgrim^ s Rest^ TVansva^, 

April 18, 1876, to the Lieutenant-Governor of Natal. 

THE situation of the English inhabitants of the Gold Fields near Leydenberg 
is serious, if Colonel Vivian's representation of it may be fully relied upon. ' 

There would have been nothing improbable in it if the recent misunderstanding 
between the Boers and Zulus, in the disputed territory, had taken the form of active 
hostilities. 

It is more than likely that Cetywayo has a perfect understanding with the 
Chiefs, said by Colonel Vivian to be in array against the Transvaal Government, and 
the time that has elapsed between the date of the disturbance in the disputed 
territory and that of Colonel Vivian's letter, lead to the belief that the state of 
things represented in that letter is a show of hostility intended to favour the Zulu 
side of the quarrel. 
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The tribes alluded to, however, belong more to the Basuto than the Zulu race 
of Africans, and \ very much doubt their attempting anything more than a demon- 
stration, the most serious part of which will be cattle lifting; they are not likely to 
leave their fastnesses to attack anv European community such as that assembled at 
the Gold Fields. 

An examination of Mr. Merensky's map of the South African Republic will 
show, however, that the position of the Chief Sikukuni more than half surrounds 
the district of Leydenberg in which the Gold Fields are situated, and if he com- 
manded a Zulu instead of a Basuto force such a position would be a constant 
menace to that portion of the Republic. 

But even supposing that Colonel Vivian's fears are well-founded, it seems 
impossible for this Government to interfere in the manner he requests it to do. 
Leydenberg is a district of the Transvaal Government, and the mdependence of 
that Government has been acknowledged. Colonel Vivian assumes that the 
Government of the Republic is unable to afford them the necessary protection, 
but he shows no grounds for his statement, and he does not say that the Government 
has been even asked for assistance, nor beyond the vague and general assertion 
that he is "supported by the public/' does he appear to be authorized by the 
English inhabitants to make what will certainly be looked upon by the Transvaal 
authorities as an improper appeal to a foreign Government. 

(Signed) T. SHEPSTONE, 



Estcourt, Natal, April 28, 1876. 



Secretary for Native ^airs. 



No. 22. 

Oovtmor Sir H. Barkly, G.C.M.O.^ K.C.B., to the Earl of Carnarvon.'^ (Received June 2.) 

My Lord, Government House, Cape Tbivn, May 9, 1876. 

I THINK it incumbent on me to bring to your Lordship*s notice, without loss 
of time, a letter, received yesterday by the Secretary for Native Affairs, from the 
Governor's Agent in Basuto-Land, on the subject of the reports in circulation as to 
the contemplated cession to that country to the Orange Free State, as a set-off for 
the portion of Griqua-Land claimed by the latter. 

2. 1 have no reason to suppose that Her Majesty's Government entertains any 
such idea, but it has been put forward prominently of late by the advocates of the 
Republic, and it would seem not improbable, from what Mr. Griffith mentions, that 
it may be suggested by President Brand himself in the course of the negotiations 
M^hich he has been authorized by the Volksraad to conduct in England. 

3. I should ill discharge my duty therefore, as the Queen's Representative in 
this Colony, if I refrained from making known to your Lordship the repugnance of 
the Basutos to this transfer, and the clangers to which the wnole of South Africa 
might be exposed by any attempt to carry it into effect. 

4. Mr. Griffith explains clearly and unreservedly what the view of the entire 
Kafir population would be of a transaction which they would regard as a breach of 
faith on our part, and, though he writes with a degree of warmth unusual in official 
correspondence, it is only fair to remember that his letter was not intended for your 
Tjordship's eye; whilst allowance will, I am sure, be made for the feelings of one 
-whose heart, to quote his own words, is thoroughly in his work, and who has 
oonceived a real attachment for the people over whom he has for the last five years 
been placed in authority. 

5. Probably no administration of native affairs in any part of the world has 
l>een attended with greater comparative success, and there can be few more 
gratifying spectacles than that of a tribe numbering some 150,000 souls, who a few 
years ago were the terror of their neighbours, living peacefully, contentedly, and 
prosperously, under the rule of half-a-dozen Magistrates of European extraction 
unsupported for some time past by a single white policeman. 

6. That this state of things would not continue if the country were consigned 
to Free State rule could be proved by but too convincing arguments, but I forbear 
from entering on this part of the subject, feeling confident that no engagement 
with regard thereto will be entered into by your Lordship without first communi- 
cating with the Cape Government, and taking steps to ascertain the wishes of the 
Basutos. 
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7. Meanwhile it is, of course* impossible for my advisers to give so authoritative 
a denial to the reports as is desired by Mr. Griffith in the interests of order. 

I have &LC 
(Signed) ' HENRY BARKLY. 



Inclosnre in No. 22- 

Sir, Governors Agent's Office, Maseru, April 21, 1876. 

I HA.VE the honour respectFully to draw your most earnest attention to the 
reports which the Free State and Colonial newspapers have lately ffiven circulation 
on the subject of a proposed or possible cession of Basuto-Land to the Free State by 
the Home Government as a set-off to that portion of Griqua-Land West which is 
claimed by the Free State. 

The possibility of such a cession has been freely canvassed by such newspapers 
as the " Friend " and the "Eastern Star," and the opinion appears to be graining 
ground among many men both in the Free State and in the Colony that this cession 
would be a very convenient and favourable solution of the Diamond Field question. 

Whether these persons, and some of them are influential, hold this opinion 
advisedly, or whether it is merely the expression of a wish latent on the part of 
Free State politicians, I cannot^ of course, say. 

Not only do newspapers discuss the proposed cessions, but Free State officials 
of high standing speak of it as an impending probability 

In any case the proposal is one of the utmost gravity and importance, even in 
its present form of a rumour. 

The cession of Basuto-Land would be very popular with the Free State Boers, 
and whether they think it probable, or not, they are pretty sure to use the report as 
an engine to do us mischief, by circulating it industriously among the Basutos. 
This is imminent, and there is not the slightest doubt that if once such a report is 
set agoing, and taken up and spread by persons who are disaffected to the 
Government, it will cause an immense excitement. 

We have hitherto succeeded in managing and satisfying the Basutos, because 
they have had full confidence in our honesty and in our good intentions towards 
them. It is this feeling of simple trust which has given us power, which has 
enabled us to undermine the power of the Chiefs, and to establish law and order 
without any display of material force. The Basutos have hitherto trusted us; but 
what would be the result of such a rumour if it gains belief, as it surely will, if it 
is not checked in time? Why, the confidence of the people would be lost in a day ; 
it would be shaken to its foundations, perhaps beyond the possibility of restoration. 
The Chiefs would be able to point out to the people what a broken reed it was 
which they had been leaning upon, and to how fearful an extent they were about 
to be betrayed by us. The revulsion of feeling would doubtless be terrible. Nor 
would it be confined to Basuto-Land alone, the spectacle of our treachery to the 
Basutos, the most loyal and (in the eyes of many) foolishly trusting of our native 
subjects, would evoke a panic of suspicion to our rule from Natal to the Bashee, 
and make all government by moral force impossible. Because Mosheshs believed 
so implicitly in the good faith and justice and generosity of the British nation; 
because he had such unbounded trust in us, the Basuto nation consented to 
renounce its cherished independence, and the Chiefs their power, only after all to 
be delivered over, bound hand and foot, into the hands of that very foe, to escape 
whom they took the fatal steps. Not only would the Basutos, and with good reason, 
become our bitter enemies, but their cause would be taken up by, and the sympathy 
excited of, every native tribe in South Africa. 

Let this proposed cession be taken in connection with Mr. Fronde's recom- 
mendations as to the adoption of a common native policy, and the assimilation of 
our policy to that of the two Republics, which he seems to advise, and the chain of 
suspicion will be complete; the proposal to hand over the Basutos or Basuto- Land to 
the Free State will then seem to be only a step in the policy recommended by 
Mr. Froude. 

If the vague rumours of Confederation which have reached such men as 
Kehemiah and Tsekelo have already been productive of inconvenience and expense, 
and have furnished materials for a plot, which perhaps only the timely and spirited 
action of the Government in Griqua-Land East has dissipated, what will not be the 
effect of the rumour which has now been set afloat ? Of course, I do not for a 
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moment believe that an act of such supreme injustice and impolicy could for a 
moment be seriously contemplated by our Government. 

The abandonment of the '* sovereignty " was an act the consequences of which, 
both as regards our relations to the Free State and our relations to the natives, are 
still making themselves painfully felt and embarrassing the Government after a 
lapse of twenty-two years ; but the abandonment of Basuto-Land would be an act 
without a single plausible pretext to justify or palliate it, and the impolicy and 
injustice of which would engender results a thousandfold more enduring and 
irremediable. 

I have, I think, said enough to warrant my expressed opinions as to the 
importance of the question. Hitherto I have felt myself morally responsible for 
the peace and welfare of this territory, and have thrown my whole soul into my 
work — not alone, because I was trusted by the Government, which has always 
shown that it reposed great confidence in me, but also because my heart has been 
thoroughly in the work for the sake of the people, towards whom I have conceived 
a real attachment. I have also (ably supported by my subordinate officers) made 
it a point to impress upon the people the justice of the Government in all things, 
arid led them to believe that it would never perpetrate or tolerate any act of 
injustice to people under its rule. 

What can I say now to these people if they cast in my teeth reports such as 
the one T am now discussing — reports which will no doubt come to them in an 
exaggerated and distorted form? It will be useless for me, or for the officers under 
me, to deny, upon our own authority, the truth of these reports. In a short time 
we shall be suspected, and our word will go for nothing, and then I would no 
longer be responsible for the maintenance of our rule. 

These reports have already reached some individual Basutos, happily as yet 
without doing harm; but will it always be so? Lately when the Free State 
authorities disarmed some of their native subjects living in the neighbourhood of 
Witsie's Hock, a report obtained currency here that this was part of a concerted 
plan, and that our Government intended to pursue a similar policy and disarm the 
Basutos. I was able to allay the fears of the Chief Letsie and the Basutos by 
treating the rumour with contempt, and telling them how unlikely and absurd it 
would be of us first to grant permits at the Fields, and thus to arm those we 
intended shortly afterwards to disarm. 

In the case of the present rumour, however, matters would not be so easily 
explained, and I would therefore respectfully submit that it would be advisable and 
politic, as well as the duty of the Government', to give an authoritative denial, 
before any harm is done, to the report in question. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) CHARLES D. GRIFFITH, 

The Hon. the Secretary for Native Affairs, Governor's Agent. 

Cape Town. 

No. 23. 

The Earl of Carnarvon to Lieutenant- Governor Sir H, E. Bulwer, K. CM. G. 

Sir, Downing Street^ June 6, 1876. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch of 
4th April,* forwarding copies of the replies which you had directed to be made to 
the Message from Cetywayo and the letter from Mr. J.' Dunn respecting the' 
differences between the Zulus and the Transvaal Republic. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) • CARNARVON. 

No. 24. 

The Earl of Carnarvon to Lieutenant" Governor Sir H. E. Bulwer, K.CM.G. 

Sir, Downing Street, June 12, 1876. 

I HAVE to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch of the 29th April,t 
inclosing two Minutes by the Secretary for Native Affair:^, respecting the relations 

• No. 19. t No. 20. 
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between the Transvaal Republic and the Zulus^ with respect to the disputed 
territory. 

I have also received your despatch of the same date,* reporting that the 
differences between the Republic and the Zulus had become more complicated, on 
account of the hostile demonstration made by the Chief Sikukuni against the Boers 
in the Leydenburg district. 

As far as I can judge from the facts before me, I think that your action at this 
critical juncture was right. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) CARNARVON. 



No. 25. 

Lieutenant-Governor Sir H. E. Bulwer, K.C.M.G,, to the Earl of Carnarvon, — {Received 

June 20.) 

My Lord, Camp, Little Tugela^ Weenen County, Natal, May 4, 1876. 

I HAVE the honour to forward, for your Lordship's information, copy of a 
memorial that I have received from certain residents at Leydenberg, in the Trans- 
vaal Republic, together with copy of a reply that I have caused to be addressed to 

the memorialists. 

I have &c. 
(Signed) ' HENRY BULWER. 



Inclosure 1 in No. 25. 



Sir, Leydenberg^ South African Republic, April 26, 1876. 

WE, the Undersigned, being British subjects at present residing in the district 
of Leydenberg, in the South African Republic, beg respectfully to acquaint your 
Excellency with our present position here, and to crave your assistance. 

The facts of the case, as your Excellency may be already aware, are, briefly, 
that this district is bordering upon the territory of the powerful Maccatees' Chief, 
Soccoconi, with whose father the old Dutch farmers formed a Treaty defining the 
limits of his land. This Treaty he has ignored for some years, and his people have 
been trespassing upon, and driving the farmers from, their farms situated nearest 
to his boundary, and which has now resulted in his claiming the whole of this 
district as his own, and has sent the Government officials here numerous insulting 
letters and messages, stating that the land he will have, and that he is ready for 
war. 

All the Boers in the district have been frightened from their farms, and are 
now in laager, as are also the English and other diggers at the Gold Fields. All 
business is stopped, and great loss has already been entailed upon all the residents 
of the district, and cattle have been stolen by the Kafirs. 

Under these circumstances, we, with the other inhabitants of the district, at a 
public meeting, induced the Landdrost to proceed to Pretoria, with a Memorial from 
the inhabitants, informing the Government of the dangerous and critical position 
we were in with the Kafir regiments, or "Commandoes," hovering within a few 
miles of us, and requesting assistance. 

We received, in reply, a letter addressed to the Landdrost, stating that, in the 
absence of his Honour the President, nothing could be done, but that on his arrival 
the matter would be. laid before him, and which reply has given great dissatisfac- 
tion to the Boer and English residents alike. 

The Amaswazi Kafirs are the allies of this Government, and are at feod with 
the Maccatees Kafirs under Sikukuni, and are ready and anxious to assist us; but 
they are afraid that so soon as their warriors are come to us, that Cety wayo will set 
the Zulus upon them. 

We, therefore, have to beg of your Excellency that you will use the influence 
you have over the Zulus, from the prestige of the British Government, restraining 
them from attacking either the Amaswazis or the inhabitants of this country, which 
will enable us successfully to repel any attack made upon us by the Maccatees, and 

* No. 21. 
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wh'tci^ exercise of your Excellency's authority will prevent great possible bibodshed 
and suffering throughout this country. 

Assuring your Excellency of our love and loyalty to our Most Gracious 
Majesty the Queen, and begging your Excellency to give our Memorial 3*our 
favourable consideration, your Memorialists, as in duty bound, will ever pray, &c. 

(Signed) HERBT. ROBINS. 

THOMAS DALMANE. 
His Excellency Sir Henry Btilwer, K.C.M.G., (And 36 others.) 

Lieutenant-Governor of Natal. 



Inclosure 2 in No. 25. . 



Gentlemen, Camp^ Little Tugela, Weenen County , NataU May 4, 1876. 

1 AM directed by the Lieutenant-Governor to acknowledge the receipt of your 
communication dated 26th April. 

His Excellency has heard with much concern of the unsettled state of affairs 
in the Leydenberg district arising out of the apprehensions entertained in the district 
on account of the Maccatees' Chief Sikukuni. 

His Honour the President of the South African Republic will have arrived at 
Pretoria since the date of your communication, and the Lieutenant-Governor feels 
assured that the representations which you mention as having been addressed by 
you to the Government of the Republic, setting forth the situation in which you 
were placed, will meet with the early attention of the President. 

With reference to the request you make that the Lieutenant-Governor will use 
his influence to restrain the Zulus from attacking the Amaswazis or the inhabitants 
of the Transvaal, I am to state that this Government has always exercised what 
influence it possesses for the preservation of peace and good order. It has not 
failed to urge its representations on this behalf under recent circumstances^ and 
when unfortunately a strong feeling of uneasiness and irritation is reported to exist 
among the Zulu people on account of the occupation of the disputed territory ; 
and this Government has lost no opportunity of urging a peaceable solution of 
the questions that have arisen between the Government of the Republic and the 
Zulus. 

I have &c. 
(Signed) ' WILLIAM COX, Captain, 
Messrs. Herbert Robins and Thomas Dalniane, &c. Private Secretarg. 

Lydenberg. 



No. 26. 

Governor Sir H, Barkly, G.C.M.G., K.C.B.^ to the Earl of Camarvon.'^iReceived 

June 20.) 

My Lord, Government House ^ Cape Town , May 23, 1876. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit, for your Lordship's information, copy of a 
despatch from the Administrator, inclosing correspondence with the Barolong Chief 
Montsioa, relative to the maltreatment of some of his subjects by the Boers. 

2. A previous complaint from this Chief had been, as will be seen,"* brought to 
my notice by Major Lanyon three months ago, but I did not think it of sufficient 
importance to justify my troubling your Lordship with it. 

3. I have been so anxious indeed that no fresh dispute should arise to complicate 
your Lordship's negotiations with the South African Republic, that, beyond com- 
municating the Proclamation issued by the acting President last August extending 
its boundaries far beyond those laid down by the Keate Award, I have abstained 
from calling attention to the unhappy position of the Barolongs and Batlapins. 

4. No protest having been entered against the annexation of this portion of 
their country to the Republic, it has, of course, been nominally accomplished, and 
1 learn from the newspapers that the claims to lands laid before the Commission at 
the same time appointed by his Honour, have been recognized, Mr. G. Donovon^ 
among others, having received the 60,000 morgen (120,000 acres) secured to him by 
the so-called Treaty of 1872; between Massou Riet Taaibosch, as Chief of the 
Korannas, and President Burgers, which he was instrumental in negotiating. 
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5. It would seem, nevertheless, from the inclosed extract from the " Transvaal 
Argus'' of the 5th instant, that the arrangements still meet with a certain amount 
of opposition from the native tribes, and it is a strange commentary on previous 
correspondence on the subject, that two of the Chiefs, who are especially named as 
ordering the farmers off, are Botlasitse Gasibone, from whom, as alleged Paramount 
Chief of the Batlapins, the rights of the Republic were alleged to be partly derived, 
and Jacob Taaibosch, the successor of the Koranna Chief just referred to. 

6. I feel it my duty to bring this state of affairs to your Lordship's knowledge, 
for, although the tribes in question are not of a very warlike disposition, the 
troubles that threaten to arise are sure to affect, more or less directly, the welfare of 
Griqua-Land West. 

I have &c. 
(Signed) ' HENRY BARKLY. 



Inclosure 1 in No. 26. 
Sir, Kimherley, April 27, 1876. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit, for your Excellency's information, a copy 
of a letter from the Barolong Chief Montsioa, together with a copy of my reply 
thereto. 

Molema, the brother of Montsioa, called upon me at my office on the 
11th instant, and 1 transmit to your Excellency a copy of a statement made by 
him which was translated by Mr. Daumas, who acted as interpreter on the 
occasion. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) W. OWEN LANYON. 

His Excellency Sir H. Barkly, G.C.M.G., K.C.B., 

&cC. &C. &C. 



Inclosure 2 in No. 26. 
' My Friend, Moshaneng, March 6, 1876. 

I WISH to acquaint you with the doings of some people connected with the 

Boers. 

A man servant of mine has been severely injured in the head by one of the 
Boers* servants, which has proved fatal. 

Another of my people has been cruelly treated by a Boer tieing a rein about 
his neck, and then mounting his horse and dragging him about the place. 

My brother Molema, who is the bearer of this, will give you full particulars. 

With, &c. 
(Signed) MONTSIOA, 

Chief of the Bo Ra-teiri Bar along. 
To the Lieutenant-Governor, 
Griqua-Land West. 



Inclosure 3 in No. 26. 

Mv good Friend Montsioa, Administrators Office, Kimberley, April 11, 1876. 

1 WRITE this to tell you that I have received your letter of the 6th March 
last, and grieve to learn that any of your subjects have been maltreated. 

I have heard Molema's story, and accept with pleasure his assurances, made 
in your name, of the confidence in and love you bear to the British Government. 

1 can assure you that Her Majesty highly esteems the friendship of the native 
tribes in South Africa, and I trust that the Barolongs and the English may always 
be amicably related to each other. 

I send by Molema a small present of a saddle and bridle, which I hope you 
will accept as a token of goodwill. 

With, &c. 
(Signed) ' W. OWEN LANYON, Administrator. 
To the Baralong Chief Montsioa. 



/ 
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Inclosure 4 in No. 26. 

Statement 

AT an interview between Molema and his Excellency the Administrator, at 
Kimberlcy, on the 11th April, 1876, Mr. Daumas being interpreter, — 

Montsioa's letter of the 6th March was read over and interpreted to Molema, 
who stated that the man therein referred to as having been assaulted was in the 
Transvaal territory when the alleged assault took place. 

The assaulted man is not dead, his skull was fractured. 

The assault was committed by a Boer named Wessels Badenhorst, who 
shamefully ill-treated the man, beat him till he fainted, and on his revival, fastened 
a rein round his neck, and made him run to the homestead by the side of his 
(Badenhorst's) horse, cantering. At the homestead, he tied him to the waggon 
wheel and flogged him again till Mrs. Badenhorst stopped her husband. 

During the night the man untied himself and got away and took refuge with 
Molema. 

Montsioa reports this, as he has always been on friendly terms with the 
British Government; and he wishes the British Government to know how cruelly 
the Boers use the natives. 

In the case in question, a complaint was lodged with the Landdrost of Zeerust, 
but Molema does not know whether the Boer was punished. 

Montsioa also wished to report that the Boers had come into his country and 
arrested an Englishman named George Pearson on a charge of theft, and hadi 
kidnapped witnesses in defiance of the Chief's refusal to let them go. 

Thereafter, Montsioa complained to the Transvaal Government, and demanded^. 
20Z. as compensation. No notice was taken of his letter. 

Piet Van Zyl was the Boer that kidnapped the witnesses. 

Pearson was fined 50/. by the Landdrost of Zeerust, and was afterwards., 
re-arrested on the same charge by Piet Van Zyl and Field-Cornet Marthinus. 
Joubert at a place still deeper in the Barolong country. Molema told them to take 
him to the Chief, but they would not do so. The Transvaal Government deny having 
authorized either of the arrests of Pearson, but Montsioa is apprehensive that it is 
winked at in order to form a precedent for an excuse for encroachment on his . 
territory. 

Jan Viljoen and four other Boers tried to squat in Baralong territory, and . 
were with difficulty driven out by Montsioa's younger brother. 



Inclosure 5 in No. 26. 

Sir, Kimberleyy February 3, 1876. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit, for your Kxcellency's information, a^ 
translation of a letter which has been received from ihe Chief Montseu, com- 
plaining that a number of Boers entered his place and arrested one of his men. 

As the Chief lives outside the boundaries of this Province, I have taken no^ 
action in the matter. 

I have &c 
(Signed) ' W. OWEN LANYON. 
His Excellency Sir H. Barkly, G.C.M.G., K.C.B., 
&c. &c. &c. 



Inclosure 6 in No. 26. 
(Translation.) 

To Governor R. Southey, the Great Chief, 

THE other day a number of Boers came to my place and arrested one of my 

men without my permission. This is very vexatious. They allege that the man 

was a thief. He is the son of Momarete. My leave was not asked. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) MONTSEU, Chief. 

December 16, 1875. 
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Inclosure 7 in No. 26. 

Extract from the ** Trummmal Argus^^ of May 5, 1876. 

• 

OUR relation with the native tribes, -a short while ago, assumed an aspect that 
made some here talk seriously of a ** Mutual Protection Society." Firstly, Gasibone, 
who I believe is paramount Chief, accompanied by u small party, repaired to the 
farm lately occupied by Mr. Nicholas Rock, and with threats of violence, in case of 
non-compliance, ordered him from his farm, Mr. Jau Sable and others were like- 
wise politely notified, under the same promises of violence. Mr. Rock, who had 
only recently arrived, and occupied bis farm, found it necessary to leave his farm 
and ask for protection from the authorities. We all know Mr. Rock to be a good 
frontier man, and not one who would shrink bis duty as a burgher, but in this 
instance he acted most prudently, as his moving will doubtless tend to a satisfactory 
climax to our long-pending questions with the natives. It is not only surmised, but 
confidently believed, that some farmers from the Free State were the instigators of 
Gasibone, Mr. Rock having refused a landing for a pont on his farm. 

Gasibone, a few days afterwards, attacked, or rather stopped, Doms on the high 
road, threatened him and Landdrost Best with death, and used other threats. The 
matter has been reported to head-quarters. However, Gasibone has since sent an 
apology' to Mr. Rock and others, and requested him to return to his farm. Mr. Rock 
properly declines, until from head-quarters some satisfactory arrangement is made 
for peace and security on the border. 

Gasibone's plea is drunkenness and bribery. The matter will be investigated, 
and, I trust, if proved against the whites, that their Government will make them 
suffer. 

Matlabani, who claims a Chieftainship, has written to the Landdrost to request 
the immediate removal of certain farmers, who, he says, are occupying his ground. 
Of course the request has been treated with the deserved contempt. 

Another aspirantto a Captainship— hitherto unknown as holding any superiority 
over his civilized brethren, the Korannas — Jacob Taaibosch, has driven, or threat- 
ened to drive, Mr. C. Webet from his farm. Moor Piaats, on Hart's River. It 
remains to be seen how the Government will treat these acts of aggression committed 
in spite of Treaty, properly rectified and confirmed. Under any circumstances, 
taking into consideration the aspect of affairs on all the borders. Colonial and others, 
it may be policy to use a conciliatory policy for the present. The furtherance of a 
Confederation is becoming daily more apparent. I have neither patience nor 
inclination to dilate on these matters just now, but may at some future period 
exercise my brain on these subjects, when less fogged with a severe cold. 



No. 27. 

Governor Sir H. Barkly, G.C.M.G., K.C.B.y to the Earl of Carnarvon. — {Received June 20.) 

My Lord, Government House , Cape Town, May 22, 1876. 

1 CONSIDER it my duty, as Her Majesty's High Commissioner, to put your 
Lordship in possession of copy of a letter addressed to mc by Lopenguela, Chief of 
the Matabeles, forwarding copy of one which he has sent to the President of the 
South African Republic, complaining of the invasion of his territory by the subjects 
of that Republic. 

2. Statements confirmatory of this complaint have for some time past appeared 
in the Transvaal newspapers to the effect that the Boer trek of last year, in the 
direction of Damara-Land not having proved successful, a much larger one, com- 
prising at least 300 waggons, has been organized with a view of proceeding towards 
the Zambesi River, for the purpose of founding a new Settlement in that part of 
Lopenguela's dominions. 

3. It is even said that the expedition is to be headed by the ex- Acting-President, 
Mr. Joubert, who is supposed not to approve of President Burgers' schemes of 
progress. 

4. 1 shall take an early opportunity of informing Lopenguela, who, as reported 
in my despatch of 28th January,* has always been very friendly towards English- 
men, that it is not in my power to assist him, but that your Lordship is already 
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engag^*^ in endeavouring to induce the Republic to adopt a more equitable system 
of native policy. 

I ll3>V6 &C« 

(Signed) ' HENRY BARKLY, 



Inclosure 1 in No. 27. 



KwohulawayOy Amantebele Country, April 10, 1876. 
I, LOPENULA, King of the Amantebele, send Greeting. 

You have always shown such interest in me and my country that I feel em- 
boldened to send you a copy of a letter addressed by me to the President of the 
South African Republic, respecting a rumoured invasion of my country by a large 
number of Boers from that Republic. 

The rumour seems to be well founded, and as I wish to live at peace, and as I 
know you to be a friend of the coloured races and a lover of justice, I trust you 
render me such assistance as you may deem best. 

I have &c 
(Signed) ' LOPENULA, his >^ mark. 
Witness to mark, 
(Signed) J. B. Thomson, of L. M. Society. 

m 

His Excellency Sir H. Barkly, G.C.M.G., K.C.B., 

High Commissioner. 



Inclosure 2 in No. 27. 



Dear Sir, Kwobulawayo, Amantebele Country, April 10, 1876. 

I, LOPENULA, King of the Amantebele, send you greeting, and beg to bring 
to your notice a matter that has been reported to me by people coming from your 
country, to the efTect that a trek of farmers from the Transvaal, to the number of 
400 or 500, are coming to settle down in my country. I write to you to ask if such 
is the case, and wish to hear from you, their King, whether there is such a move, 
and where they intend going. 

I understand that this movement neither originated from, nor is sanctioned by, 
the Government, but is entirely a matter of the people themselves ; and relying on ^ 
this, I trust you will make strenuous endeavours to quell this movement, as I have 
no place in my country for them, nor wish to quarrel with anybody now. 

If, however, they insist on coming, my people objecting as they do, I shall feel 
in duty bound to protect my country. 

If they take me by force, and settle, and build here, I shall seek assistance from 
other people to drive them out of my country. 

I have heard also that Manwana, and the man calling himself Kuruman, with 
their people, are living near Pretoria, and under you. Will you please let me know 
whether it is so, and how many there are of them, and what they are doing, and 
what are their prospects. 

I trust you will favour me with as speedy a reply as possible. 

I have &c. 
(Signed) ' LOPENULA, his |X mark. 
Witness to mark, 
(Signed) J. B. Thomson. 

His Honour the President of the 
South African Republic. 



No. 28. 

The Earl of Carnarvon to Governor Sir H. Barkly, G.C.M.G.^ K.C.B. 

Sir, Downing Street, June 29, 1876. 

I HAVE to acknowledge the receipt of youp despatch of the 22nd May^* 
inclosing a copy of a letter which had oeen addressed to you by the Chief 

• No. 27. '' 
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Lopenguela^ in which he complains of the invasion of his territory by subjects of 
the South African Republic. 

I approve the terms of the reply which you proposed to return to Lopenguela's 

letter. 

1 Via IT A AZ,C 

(Signed) ' CARNARVON. 



No. 29. 
The Earl of Carnarvon to Lieutenant'Govemor Sir H. £• Bulwer^ K.C.M.G. 

Sir, Downing Street, July 1, 1876. 

I HAVE received your despatch of the 4th of May,* inclosing a copy of 
a Memorial from English residents at Leydenberg, praying that the Zulus may be 
restrained by English influence from attacking the Amaswazi should the Amaswazi 
attack Sikukuni, who is himself threatening the border farmers of the Transvaal ; 
and 1 have to convey to you my approval of the terms in which you replied to this 
Memorial. 

I have fo-c* 
(Signed) ' CARNARVON. 



No. 30. 

Governor Sir H. Barkly, G.C.M.G., K.C.B., to the Earl of Carnarvon. — (Received 

July 10.) 
My Lord, Cape Town^ June 14, 1876. 

I HAVE the honour to forward, for the information of Her Majesty's Govern- 
ment, copies of correspondence which has passed between the Governor's Agent in 
Basuto-Land and the Secretary for Native Afiairs, arising out of a meeting of all 
the chiefs and principal men in that territory, assembled to repudiate unanimously 
the reports circulated in the Free State and Colony as to an intention on their part 
of rebelling against the British Government. 

2. Mr. Brownlee's letter explains fully that these reports (which originated, 
probably, in the foolish proceedings of Nehemiah Moshesh in East Griqua-Land) 
never obtained the sligntest credence here ; but it is as well, perhaps, that the 
Basutos should have taken this public opportunity of vindicating their loyalty, as 
it will set at rest the groundless apprehensions excited among their nearest neigh- 
bours. It has served, too, to elicit a grievance under which the Basutos consider 
themselves to be labouring, in consequence of the guns of some of those who were 
returning from working on the railways in the Colony having been taken from them 
near the border, under a very strict interpretation of the law, which will not in 
future be insisted on. 

3. The incident shows the light in which natives look upon the acquisition of 
arms, and their disposition to regard attempts to deprive them of the privilege as 
emanating from ^emt of confidence. 

4. I avail myself of this occasion to inclose, in connection with my despatch 
of 9tb ultimo,t on the subject of the rumoured intention of annexing Basuto- 
Land to the Orange Free State, a copy of a Petition addressed to the Cape 
Parliament by the missionaries stationed there, protesting strongly against any 
such cession, which they are convinced would be totally subversive of the peace 
and good order which has prevailed under British rule, and not to be effected 
without bloodshed. 

5. I may add, for your Lordship's information, that questions have been put in 
both Houses on this subject to Ministers, who have simply responded that no 
suggestion of the kind has ever been brought to their notice. 

I have &c. 
(Signed) HENRY BARKLY, 
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Inclosure 1 in No* 30. 

Sir, Governor* s Agenfs Office, Maseru^ May 31, 1876. 

ON the 19th instant the Chief Letsie, with my consent, called a meeting of all 
the Chiefs and principal men in this territory, to assemble at Thaba Bosigo, for the 
purpose of discussing the rumours which have lately been in circulation in the Free 
State and in the Colony, with regard to the Basutos intending to rebel against the 
British Government. 

I did not attend the meeting myself, as I wished the Chiefs and people to discuss 
the question freely amongst themselves, but at the same time, of course, I had 
Basutos there who would report to me all that took place. My informants tell me 
that the reports in question were most fully discussed, and unanimously repudiated 
by the meeting. 

The result of the meeting was subsequently conveyed to me officially by the 
Chief Letsie, and will be found in the inclosed letter to me signed by the Chief 
Letsie and all the Chiefs and principal men at Thaba Bosigo. 1 inclose the 
above letter, as received by me, in Sesuto, together with a translation made by 
Mr. Holland. 

The Government will perceive from this letter that it has to deal, in the Basutos, 
with men of no small shrewdness and common sense. 

As the reports in question against the Basutos have been freelv circulated in 
the Colonial newspapers, I would respectfully suggest that their public denial and 
repudiation of them should also be published in one or more of the Colonial news* 
papers. 

I have &c. 
(Signed) ' CHARLES D. GRIFFITH, 
The Hon* the Secretary for Native Affairs, Govemof^s Agent 

Cape Town. 

Inclosure 2 in No. 30. 

Sir, Thaba Bosigo, May 21, 1876. 

I MAKE known to you that we men. of the Lesuto, together with the Chie 
Letsie, have assembled here at Thaba Besigo to inquire and investigate into the 
disturbance which has arisen in the midst of this nation of the Queen's, and to 
examine the person* who has been singled out by the reports with which we have 
been accused before you, both by other nations, and by our neighbours. 

These rumours accuse us of having a conspiracy to rebel against our Queen 
and against Her Government. We are astonished, and also grieved. We are 
pained beyond expression, and we are also alarmed, because we are innocent of such 
a conspiracy. We find that the people around us wish us. to be destroyed by 
our own Mistress, and by* Her Government,* on the pretext that we are going to 
rebel. 

Sir, we have not a thought nor a desire of turning away from the Government 
of our glorious Queen. We have not yet discovered the smallest fault in it. We 
leave it to our accusers, who perhaps could point out to us a reason which ought to 
cause us to turn our backs to the Government. 

We chose the Queen's Government of our own accord; we prayed with insis- 
tance, the Government being unwilling to receive us, because of the difficulty in 
which we were with our neighbours the Boers. We asked for a Government which 
we loved with all our heart. We are truly the Queen's people ; we have not two 
hearts, our heart is only one ; to love the Queen and Her Government, If we had 
any cause of dissatisfaction with the Government we should tell it out to the 
Government as we have a right to do. 

But now we find that our own Government itself seems to be agreed with our 
accusers, because we see that the Queen's subjects who go to the railway works are 
exceedingly ill-treated by their own Government. Their property is taken away 
from them by their own Government, by which they are ruled. We see the property 
^vhich they have earned by working for the Mistress who has adopted them, taken 
from them. When they purchase guns they do not receive permits to purchase and 
remove them to the land of their own nation, which is also the Queen's nation. 

They are apprehended as if they were enemies, and their guns are taken from 
them by their own Government, and thus they are treated exactly as if they were 
an enemy's people. 

• Letsie« 
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This matter has indeed alarmed us, and we ask why, if we are really so much 
trusted as Government men, does this take place? Is it because of our Sesuto 
colour ? Why we believe ourselves to be the servants of the Queen just as much 
as if we were white, or the same as other black subjects ! Our guns will not be 
fired against the Queen ; not on any day, be it ever so distant 

My Lord, be provident over us* ; we are your subjects, just as much as those 
others. Have pity upon us, just as you have pity upon those who are white in 
colour. We deny by this letter that not once shall rebellion be ever found in us. 
Those persons are in error who say that we shall ever rebel against the Queen's 
Government. 

OnlVi Sir, this causes us to have misgivings when we see the Queen's subjects 
deprived of the guns which are the produce of their sweat, and which they have 
purchased. Your letter, in which you inform us that you have written to lay the 
matter of these guns before the Government, gives us encouragement. 

As for us, we have no grievance, except about the matter of these guns only. 
We now mention it because, in our Assembly to.day, you inform us that men are 
wanted for the Government works, and so we say : '' how shall we act if, when you 
have given those people whom you want what they want, and when they have 
bought what they preferred to buy with that money, the person who gave should 
agam take away ? '' 

Now, we say this matter is on your head — you, the Deputy of the Queen, and 
you will best be able to judge what is good for the nation, of which you are the 
head. 

Written in the presence of the men of the Assembly. 

(Signed) LETSIE. 

Witnesses, Witnesses, 

(Signed) Job. (Signed) Makhube. 

TsiN. Phapodi. 

Mphanya. Mata. 

Mastjpha. Azabiel. 

POTSANE. NgBKBDI. 

MooBosi. Seeiso (Letsie). 

Matthew (Ramohapi). Ntho. 

Bekjamik (Nteie). Mahlaha. 

Bamabidikwe. Mothlbptj. 

Alexandee (Letsie). Tsita (Moshesh). 

Lebothobi. Lbhata. 
Segobela. 

Written by order of the Council (or Assembly) by Mothlwang Moshweshwe 
and Filemone Mattheuse. 

I hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and faithful translation from the 
annexed document, in Sesuto, and that I have translated the same at the request of 
the Governor's Agent. 

(Signed) Emilb S. Rolland, 

Assistant Resident Magistrate. 
Mafeteng, May 29, 1876. 

Inclosure 3 in No. 30. 

Sir, Office of Secretary for Native Affairs^ Cape Town, June 10, 1876. 

IN acknowledging your letter of the 31st May, reporting a meeting held by 
Letsie for the purpose of discussing rumours regarding the loyalty of the Rasutos, 
I have the honour to request you, in the name of the Government, to thank Letsie 
for the communication he has made to you, which will be'forwarded to England for 
the information of Her Majesty's Government. 

It is true that rumours attributing disloyalty to the Basutos have been circu- 
lated, but, from the information received from time to time from you and from other 
sources, we have felt so satisfied of the groundlessness and untruthfulness of the 
reports, that we have abstained from referring in any way to them; for, had 
Government noticed them, or made any inquiry regarding them, the inference might 
have been that we attached some importance to the rumours. It is therefore much 

* This it addressed to the Queen, or " Supreme Chief." 
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• 

better t^^t Letsie, feeling himself aggrieved, should spontaneously have taken up 
the matter, rather than that he should have been placed in the position of an evil- 
doer or suspected person in being called upon to explain certain things which were 
said against the Basutos by unknown persons. Thus far, the Government have 
no reason to regret having taken the Basutos under their protection. The Basutos 
have honourably fulfilled their part of the compact. It is satisfactory to find that 
the Basutos say the same of us ; and, so long as this remains the case, the Basutos 
may rest assured that there shall be no change on the part of the Cape Government 
regarding them. 

In reference to the seizure of arms from Basutos, who had no proper permits 
for their removal, I need not now write, as the matter is alread)^ decided in favoui^ 
of the Basutos, and I have only to request that you will be good enough to explain 
to Letsie and the Basutos generally what I have already written to you on the 
matter. 

If law and forms are not strictly observed, the inconvenience to which the 
Basutos have been subjected in having their arms taken from them may again 
occur. 

I have &c 
(Signed) ' C. BROWNLEE, 
The Governor's Agent, Secretary for Native Affair^. 

Basuto-Land. 



Tnclosure 4 in No. 30. 
Cape op Good Hopij. 



Petition of Missionaries of the Paris Evangelical Missionary Society in Basuto-Land. 

To the Honourable the Speaker and Members of the House of Assembly of the - 

. Cape of Good Hope in Parliament assembled. 

The Petition of the undersigned Missionaries of the Paris Evangelical 
Missionary Society stationed in Basuto-Land.« 

Humbly showeth, 

THAT your Petitioners have lately read with much concern certain articles 
in the public journals of the Cape Colony, suggesting and even advbcating the 
cession of Basuto-Land to the Orange. Free State as a settlement of the question 
at present pending between Her Majesty's Government and the said Orange Free 

State. 

Your Petitioners are perfectly convinced that any proposal to cede Basuto-Land 
to the Orange Free State would be totally subvetsive of the peace and good order 
which your Petitioners, together with the Basutos, have enjoyed hitherto under Her 
Majesty's rule. 

Your Petitioners are further certain that such cession could never be carried 
into effect without bloodshed. They believe that the Basutos would rise to a maa 
to resist the cession by force of arms, a proceeding which would eventually result 
in the destruction or extermination of the tribe, and in the disturbance of all the 
native races in South Africa. 

Your Petitioners also fully believe that the highly successful work of 
Christianising the Basutos, in which they have been labouring for more than 
forty-three years, would, in consequence, be subjected to total ruin. 

Your Petitioners desire that the blessings of peace and prosperity which 
they have enjoyed under Her Majesty*s rule should be continued, and believing 
as they do that the continuance of the same is dependent upon the maintenance 
of the "said rule, and that progress of Basuto-Land in the art of Christianity and 
peace is intimately connected with the welfare of all the South African territories, 
your Petitioners humbly pray that your Honourable House will take siich 
measures as it may*deem expedient and necessary in order that if any such cession 
should be really proposed to or by Her Majesty's advisers, it may not be carried 

into effect. 

And your Petitioners will ever pray. 
In the name of all the Missionaries Of the Paris Evangelical Society, 

(Signed) T. MARTIN, President of Conference, 

Dr. E. CASALIZ, Secretary. 
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No. 31. 

The Earl of Carnarvon to Governor Sir H. Barkly, O.C.M.G.^ K.C.S. 

Sir, Downing Street, Jaly 12, 1876. 

I HAVE read with much apprehension and regret the statements which have 
reached this country as to hostilities commenced or contemplated by the Transvaal 
Republic against native tribes neighlK>uring to that Republic and to Natal. I am 
not aware upon what precise grounds it may be alleged that these operations are 
necessary, but there appears to be little doubt that since the return of President 
Burgers to South Africa proceedings on an extensive scale have been decided upon, 
and large supplies of munitions of war have been ordered for immediate shipment ; 
and I fear there is substantial ground for the belief which seems to be generally 
entertained that a war of aggression on a considerable scale is projected. 

2. If this is the case, or, indeed, if the Transvaal Republic is now proposing^ 
any further operations than are required for the protection of its frontier and the 
maintenance of peace within its territory, I am unable to perceive that there is any 
sufficient justification for such action. The consequences of any ill-judged 
aggression upon neighbouring tribes may be extremely serious, not only to the 
Transvaal Republic, but to all the neighbouring European communities, and may 
easily involve them in all the difficulties and complications of a general native 
war. 

3. It is, of course, more immediately with respect to Natal that danger is to be 
apprehended from the warlike attitude and proceedings of the Republic. Natal has 
already been much embarrassed by the great influx of natives, forced across the 
frontier, in a great measure through the policy of the Transvaal Republic, and the 
outbreak of war at the present time threatens to undo all that has been effected with 
much labour for the improvement and pacification of the native tribes both within 
and adjacent to the Colony. 

4. Her Majesty's Government deem it necessary that the President of the 
Transvaal Republic should be informed without delay that they cannot consent to 
view passively, or with indifference, the engagement of the Republic in foreign mili- 
tary operations, the object or necessity of which have not been made apparent ; and 
they desire that he should be strongly warned that in adopting an aggressive policy 
he is subjecting Her Majesty's possessions to the danger of very grave evils, for 
which, if they arise, the Transvaal Republic must necessarily be held responsible. 

Her Majesty's Government have given ample evidence of their desire to place 
the relations of the Transvaal Republic and of Her Majesty's possessions in South 
Africa on the most friendly and harmonious footing. Tney have by their influence 
on more than one occasion restrained and discouraged the Zulu King Cetywayo, 
when contemplating an aggressive movement against the Republic, and they will 
view with great dissatisfaction any attempt on the part of the Republic to create or 
provoke a war which may too readily assume large dimensions, and must in any case 
cause extended disturbance and excitement. 

5. It has been freely alleged that the ulterior object of this and similar move- 
ments on the part of the Transvaal Republic is the extension of the frontiers of the 
Republic, and although I have no right to assume that the President or the Volks- 
raad actually contemplate action in a matter which does not lie within their juris- 
diction, and which would be inconsistent with those principles of justice which are 
due to a native tribe, not less than to a civilized community, it is only fair both to 
them and to British interests in South Africa that I should notice these allegations, 
and explain that if any such policy were entertained it would be based upon a serious 
misapprehension. 

6. The freedom and independence conceded in 1857 by Her Majesty to 
the two Republics in South Africa has necessarily been limited by consi- 
derations affecting the welfare, and possibly even the existence, of those British 
communities. Her Majesty's Government have bad no desire to interfere with their 
absolute independence and freedom of self-^government within their boundaries. But 
they have been, and are compelled to reserve the right of objecting to any alteration 
or extension of those recognized frontiers which may affect the British Colonies, and 
to any proceedings or policy interfering with territory or tribes not heretofore Under 
the dovernment of the State, which thus enters upon a new line of action. 

1, Designs and objects, such as the annexation of territory on or near the East 
iQX West Co'asts, have been attributed to thQ Trains vaal Republic. I cannot believe 



/ 



-a. '.Tl'^nf^^r-^fSiZ 



47 

tbem to Viave any real foundation. They would be such as Her Majesty's Govern- 
ment could not recognize^ and for the present I need not enter into any discussion 
of them. I only allude to them, as by leaving them unnoticed Her Majesty's 
Government might possibly be alleged hereafter to have consented to them. 

8. I request you to communicate a copy of this despatch to President 
Burgers. I regret that I should have been under the necessity of taking this notice 
of his proceedings, but I endeavoured, when he was in this country, to impress upon 
him the great anxiety felt by Her Majesty's Government with regard to native 
affairs in South Africa, and the obligation under which all the local Governments 
are placed of using the utmost caution to avoid causing any injury to their neigh- 
bours by pursuing a policy calculated to unsettle or provoke the native tribes. 

9. The assurances which I have received from rresident Brand of his dispo- 
sition to co-operate with Her Majesty's Government in native matters have left on 
my mind a satisfactory impression ; and I cannot but trust that the Transvaal 
Republic will perceive that the danger arising to British interests from any ill- 
considered movement against the natives is so serious as to preclude Her Majesty's 
Government from acquiescing in any course of action which might jeopardize those 
interests^ throw back the civilization of the native races^ and possibly involve Her 
Majesty's possessions in calamities beyond all present calculation. 

I have &c 
(Signed) CARNARVON. 



No. 32. 

7%» Earl of Carnarvon to Governor 8ir H. BarMy, G.C.M.G., K.C.B. 

Sir, Downing Street, July 12, 1876. 

I HAVE observed with great regret that proposals have been made in Griqua* 
Land West for the enrolment of volunteers to assist the Transvaal Republic in its 
operations against the natives, with the suggestion that they should be remunerated 
by retaining such cattle as they may seize. 

It is possible that such projects may find favour in the Cape Colony or Natal, 
and as it would be very dangerous and objectionable in every point of view that 
British subjects should take any part in them, I have to request you to consider 
whether you cannot at once cause to be published, both in the Cape and in Griqua- 
Land West, a Proclamation exhorting and warning all British subjects to abstain 
entirely from taking service under or in connection with forces raised for the 
aggressive purposes to which I have alluded. 

1 think it desirable to leave the framing of this document to your experience 
and discretion. 

I have to request you to communicate immediately to Sir H. Bulwer a copy ot 
such Proclamation as you may decide upon issuing. 

I have &c« 
(Signed) ' CARNARVON. 



No. 33. 

The Earl of Carnarvon to Lieutenant-Governor Sir H. B. Bulwer j K.CM.G. 

Sir, Downing Street, July 12, 1876. • 

I TRANSMIT to you a copy of a despatch which I have addressed by this 
mail to the Governor of the Cape of Good Hope as High Commissioner on the 
subject of the hostilities threatened by the Government oi the Transvaal Republic 
against the native tribes on its eastern frontier.* 

The state of affairs, particularly as regards Natal and its frontiers, seems to 
me so serious as to need your most vigilant and constant attention. You will 
perceive from my despatch to Sir Henry Barkly not only the anxiety which I feel on 
the subject, but the general course of policy which Her Majesty's Government seek 
jto impress on the Government of the Transvaal Republic. 

I request that you will use every proper opportunity to stay hostilities, to 
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prevent any aggression on the part of the native tribes, and to employ your 
influence and counsels in restoring a better and safer condition of affairs. 

I have &c. 
(Signed) ' CARNARVON, 



No. 34. 
The Earl of Carnarvon to LdeutenanUGovernor Sir H. E. Bulwer^ K.C.M.O. 

Sir, Downing Street, July 12, 1876. 

I INCLOSE a copy of a despatch which I have addressed to Sir Henry Barkly,* 
suggesting the publication of a Proclamation in the Cape and in Griqua-Land 
West warning British subjects to abstain from taking service with forces raised for 
aggressive purposes against the natives. 

I request that as soon as you receive any Proclamation which Sir Henry Barkly 
may have issued in consequence of my despatch, you will publish a similar one in 
Natal. 

I have &LC 

(Signed) ' CARNARVON. 



No. 35. 
The Earl of Carnarvon to Governor Sir H. Barkly, G.C.M.G., K.CB. 

Sir, Downing Street, July 19, 1876. 

I HAVE received your despatch of the 14th of Junef on the subject 
of the meeting of Basuto Chiefs assembled for the purpose of repudiatinrg the 
reports which had been circulated of their disloyalty to the British Government! 

It is satisfactory to learn thaj; the reports in question have elicited this 
declaration of loyalty from the Chiefs* 

I take this opportunity of suggesting, for your consideration, whether 
some communication might not be advantageously made to the Basutos to the 
effect that the Queen had been pleased to receive their assurances of loyalty, and 
that Her Majesty has confidence in their obedience and devotion to her ; with a 
further assurance that the Queen's Government have not, and never had, any 
intention of giving up Basuto-Land to any foreign State. 

I have &c. 
(Signed) ' CARNARVON. 



No. 36. 

Lieutenant'^ Governor Sir H. JB. Bulwer^ K. CM. G., to the Earl of Carnarvon. — (Received 

July 20.) 

My Lord, Government House ^ Maritzburg, Natal, June 12, 1876. 

IN continuation of some of my despatches of the present year, I have 
the honour to forward copies of the following further papers bearing on the 
subject of the differences between the Government of the Transvaal and the Zulus 
in respect of the disputed territory, namely (1), letter from Mr. John Dunn 
addressed to the Secretary for Native Affairs and written at the request of the 
Zulu King, dated the 20th April. 

. (2.) Statement of the messengers sent by the Zulu King with the above letter, 
made the 16th May. 

(3.) The Lieutenant-Governor's acknowledgment of the latter, communicated 
to the messengers on the 31st May. 

(4.) Minute by the Secretary for Native Affairs, dated 7th June. 

2. The letter from Mr. John Dunn is in acknowledgment of a letter which I 
caused to be addressed to him on the 3rd April, and contains a representation on 
the part of the Zulu Ring of the Zulu case in the matter of the disputed territory. 
The document is an important one. But the whole question of this dispute is of so 
much importance to the interests of this portion of South Africa, and the necessity 
for its settlement without further delay is, in my opinion, so urgent.that I had, 

» No. 32. t No. 30. / 
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before tVv© receipt of the Zulu statement, requested the Secretary for Native Affairs 
to cause all the information on the subject in possession of the Native Department 
to be collected in order that the whole matter might be placed before Her Majesty's 
Government in a concise form. The information, when -completed, will be for- 
warded to your Lordship. 

3. Since the date of my last despatch the situation in the disputed territory 
appears to have remained pretty much the same. The positions of defence occu- 
pied by the Boers are, it would seem, in tlie disputed territory itself; whilst the 
attitude of the Zulus continues one of watchful attention. 

The movement made by Sikukuni to the north, and the intention which it is 
«aid has been arrived at by the Transvaal Government of calling out a '* Com- 
mando *' to punish that Chief, have apparently impressed the Government of the 
Republic with the necessity of at once entering into communication with Cetywayo 
with the view of coming to some arrangement with him, whether it be a permanent 
•or only a temporary arrangement; and Mr. Rudolph, the Landdrost at Utrecht, I 
tinderstand, has gone to the Zulu capital with instructions from Mr. President 
Burgers to make arrangements for a meeting between the President and the Zulu 
King. 

I have &c 
(Signed) ' HENRY BULWER. 



Inclosure 1 in No. 36. 

Sir, Ondini, Zulu Country, April 20, 1876. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated 3rd April, 
1876, embodying message from his Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor to Cetywayo, 
in answer to which I am requested to write the following statements from Cetywayo 
and his oldest Indunas. 

We ignore any right or claim by the Dutch for land on the Zulu nation, as 
Tshaka, the founder of the now present Zulu nation, claimed all land from under 
the Berg to the sea by right of conquest. 

Tshaka first formed relationship with the English by saving the lives of seven 
Englishmen who were shipwrecked at the mouth of Enfoloze or St. Lucia Bay, and 
had them conveyed to the now present port of D'Urban, where it was reported that 
there were a small party of white men. 

On becoming further acquainted with the English, he sent Sotobe by sea to 
the Cape to form a firmer alliance with the English, as he prophesied that they 
were a great race of people ; before Sotobe's return, Tshaka was slain. 

Tshaka was accompanied on two or three different occasions by the few 
English that were then in Natal on war expeditions, and had always said that the 
English were*the only white friends the Zulus would have. 

After Tshaka's death, his successor, Dingana, was also accompanied by the 
English on some expeditions, and the first intimation the Zulus had of the Dutch 
was when Dingana went out on way to Umzilikazi, when the Dutch came and 
claimed some cattle taken by the Zulus from Umzilikazi, saying the cattle had been 
taken from them (the Dutch) by Umzilikazi some time before; the Zulus refused to 
give the cattle up. 

Shortly after the massacre of the Dutch by Dingana, Panda, the now present 
King*s father, with a large portion of the Zulu tribe, separated himself from 
Dingana, and with the intention of going to the English in Natal ; and not knowing 
the exact difference between the English and Dutch, formed a Treaty with the 
Dutch, and fought and conquered Dingana, when it was said conquered his brother 
Dingana with the assistance of the Dutch. Panda with the Dutch had not returned 
when the fight took place. Dingana was conquered and had retreated to the 
Swazi country before Panda's return, being defeated by troops who had returned 
before Panda, and it was a mere form saying he was made King by the Dutch, for 
which the Zulu nation had to pay heavily in cattle and children. 

On the English defeating the Dutch in Natal, a party of Dutch came and 
presented Panda with a hundred head of cattle, saying, as a present, and asked for 
some land across the Buffalo River, under the Berg, to live on, where Langalibalele's 
location was, saying that they wished to get out of the way of the English, to 
which Panda gave his consent. 
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Cetywayo and his Indunas repudiate any farther claim of laud by the Dutch 
from the Zulu nation « 

The fifBt intimation Cetywayo had of the Dutch claiming any land waa on an 
occasion when he met with a number of his followers^ after some brothers oi hif^ 
who ran away to the Dutch, and were given up by them. 

On this occasion, a party of Dutchmen had a long talk with him, and tried to 
persuade him to give bis consent to their getting some land which they now claim 
as theirs. He refused to do so, saying he was not King; and on their giving him 
some cattle, said to be a present, and which, he afterwards ascertained, was said 
were given to him for land, he returned the cattle to the Dutch. 

Afterwards, some time, it came to his knowledge that the King Panda had 
received some cattle and sheep from the Dutch ; and hearing that the Dutch 
claimed land for the cattle and sheep, he (Cetywayo) had the cattle and sheep 
returned, as the King denied having given any grant of land. On several occasions 
have the Dutch tri^ by misrepresentations to get documents signed by the late 
King Panda and Cetywayo for grants of land, but have been refused. On the 
pretext of a right to land, the Dutch have constantly kept the Zulu border 
in an unsettled state, by harbouring people that have ran away from this country 
with cattle, and otherwise ill-treating the Zulu subjects and taking cattle they 
have no claim to. 

Some years ago, when the land question was mooted, Cetywayo, with the 
Indunas, had a lot of about 200 head of cattle collected and sent to the Dutch, but 
these cattle were refused, the Dutch saying the land had been given them by 
Panda ; this Panda denied. 

Shortly after this it was reported by the people living on the border that the 
Dutch were putting up a line of beacons, cutting a large portion of the Zulu 
country off. As soon as it was made known some of the Chiefs living in the 
neighbourhood ordered a number of young men to go and pull them down, which 
was done. 

Since this the aggressive acts of the Dutch have been many ; on one occasion a 
Dutchman came with a party of Kafirs and destroyed a Zulu kraal, and on the 
people trying to prevent them the Dutchman fired at and wounded a young man; 
on another occasion a Dutchman shot a Zulu for refusing to help skin a cow that 
had died. 

These cases are stated to show that all acts of aggression are on the side of 
the Dutch ; these cases were reported to the English Government ; and on the 
occasion of Mr. Shepstcne's coming to this country to the Coronation of Cetywayo, 
he was spoken to on the subject of the disputed boundary and the trouble the 
Dutch were giving to the Zulus, and he was earnestly begged to try and settle the 
question so as to prevent war, which he promised to do, and consult with his 
Excellency on the subject, and a white man (Mr. Taylor) was sent with some 
Indunas to see and report on the disputed question, and Mr. Shepstone was to have 
let Cetywayo know what would be done, but has not done so. 

Lately, on trivial pretexts, the Dutch have been taking cattle to the number 
of about thirty-three, and claiming a tax from the Zulu subjects, and beating, and 
otherwise ill-treating, men, women, and children, also taking a man of the name 
of Manyonyoba prisoner^ on the pretext of his having killed one of his own 
people. 

We, as a nation, now see that it is on account of our having formed an alliance 
with the English Government that the Dutch are giving us all this trouble, and 
trying to bring us to war with them, which we earnestly beg his Excellency wiU 
try to prevent, as we wish to leave at peace. 

Another great question with us is the Amaswazi country, which is also ours^ 
and the Dutch claim. 

Sobuza, the former King of the Amaswazi, Kouza'd to Tshaka, on which 
occasion he had a lot of cattle given him ; on any question between us and the 
Amaswazi, the Dutch interfere and threaten to join the Amaswazi against us. This 
is also a question we beg his Excellency will see us righted in, as for several insults 
to us the Amaswazi deserve punishment, and would have been punished, but we do 
not wish to come in contact with the Dutch themselves ; but because they are white 
men, and we do not wish it to be said that we molested any white people. 

The cattle that have been taken from us by the Dutch lately, we earnestly beg 
his Excellency will write to them about and get returned to us, as they are the 
cause of trouble with the owners of the cattle, and if not returned they will likely 
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eommit ^^pi^edations on the Dutch property^ and this would give cause for the 
Dotch to have something to say against us, which we wish to prevent. 

We beg his Excellency to interfere in the above questions, as we see it is 
useless our trying to settle these disputes between the Dutch and ourselves without 
a war, which we wish to avoid. 

The above statements will be conveyed by word of mouth by Gebula and 
others. 

I have, &e. 
• (Signed) J. L. DUNN. 

The Hon. ttie Secretary for Native Affairs. 



Inclositre 2 in Na 86. 

Statement of Oebula, Usidindif and Maroka, Messenqere of the Zulu King Cetywayo^ 

May 16, 1876. 

WE have no particular message^ as the King told us that the letter written by 
Mr. John Dunn, and given to us to deliver to the Government of Natal, con- 
tained an entire statement of his case against the Government of the Transvaal 
Republic. 

The King told us to listen when the letter was read, so as to confirm its 
contents, and answer any question which might be put to us. 

Taten before me, 
(Signed) F. B. FINNEY, 

Sworn Interpreter to the Natal Government. 



Inclosure 3 in No. 36. 



Reply of the Lieutenant'-Oovemor of Natal to the Message from CetywayOy King of the 

Zulus ^ by Oebuhf Usidindi, and Maroka, May 81, 1876. 

THE Lieutenant-Governor of Natal acknowledges the receipt of the letter 
written at Cetywayo's dictation bv Mr. John Dunn, dated 20th April last. 

The letter sets forth the Zulu side of the case. in the matter of the territory 
claimed by the South African Republic, and the statements it contains, have all 
been read over to, and verified bv Gebula, and Isidindi and Maronga, the messengers 
who were entrusted to deliver the document. 

The Lieutenant-Governor is glad to have this statement, in order that he may 
inform himself of the view taken by the Zulus on a question that has been the 
«ause of much uneasiness on the northern border of the Colony of Natal. 

By command, 
(Signed) T. SHEPSTONE, 

Secretary for Native Afairs. 
Offtee of Secretary for Native Afairs, Natal, 

May 81, 1876. 



Inclosure 4 in No« 36. 

Minute by the Secretary for Native Afairs^ Natal, on the condition of matters between the 
Zulus and the Government of the Bovth African Republic since the 2Sth April last ; 
also on Letter from Mr. Dunn, doled the 20th April last, written by direction of 
Cetywayo. 

THE state of affairs as described in my Minute of the 28th April last seems to 
have undergone very little change. 

The Boers are said still to be occupying positions of defence in the disputed 
territory, axid the Zulus are quietly awaiting the next atep that will be taken by 
the Government of the Republic. 

The President has, it is understood, commissioned Mr. Rudolph to request 
Cetywayo to aflPord him an interview on the subject, with the view of arriving at 
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some amicable arrangement, Mr. Rudolph has, I believe, gone to Zulu-Land on 
this mission, and there is no doubt that every possible effort will be made by that 
officer to secure a peaceful settlement of the dispute. 

In the meanwhile Cety wayo has caused a letter to be written to this Govern- 
ment by Mr. Dunn, setting forth what may be looked upon as the main points of 
the case from the Zulu point of view. 

It commences with an allusion to the romantic story of some Englishmen who 
were cast ashore at or near St. Lucia Bay, in the Zulu country, in the time of 
Chaka. These were the first of their race whom the Zulu King had seen. Their 
pluck and perseverance inspired him with admiration for them, and for the nation 
composed of such men, and determined him to seek its alliance and friendship 
This allusion is intended to explain that the Zulu attachment to the English nation 
is based upon decisions and arrangements made by the founder of the Zulu power, 
and is, therefore, a portion of their constitutional existence. 

The other points brought forward are for the most part a recapitulation of 
communications on the subject made to this Government during a period of nearly 
twenty years, and which are recorded in the office of the Secretary for Native 
Affairs. 

(Signed) T. SHEPSTONE, 

Secretary for Native Affairn. 

Office of Secretary for Native Affairs, Natal, 

June 7, 1876. 



No. 37. 

Lieutenant-Governor Sir H. E. Bulwer, K.C.M.G.^ to the Earl of Carnarvon. — (Received 

July 20.) 

My Lord, Government House, Maritzhurg, Natal, June 12, 1876. 

THE movement which I reported* to your Lordship had, according to informa* 
tion received here, been made by a Chief named Sikukuni against the Government 
of the Transvaal, does not appear to have gone beyond a hostile demonstration, and 
this, it will be remembered, was what Mr. Shepstone was of opinion would be the 
extent of the movement. 

It, however, gave an opportunity for several seizures and thefts of cattle by 
marauding natives, who took advantage of the confusion consequent upon 
Sikukuni's attitude, and it not unnaturally created a good deal of alarm and 
apprehension among the residents of the Leydenberg District in which the demon* 
strati on took place. 

2. The Government of the Transvaal having determined, as I understand, to 

Eunish Sikukuni, have called out a '* commando" with that object. What use may 
e made of the " commando '* will possibly depend upon the results of the commu* 
nications the Government of the Transvaal have made to Cetywayo. 

3. A claim is asserted by that Government over Sikukuni and his people as 
subjects of the Republic ; but, on the other hand, Sikukuni is considered by the 
Zulus as a Zulu tributary. However this may be, there is reason to believe that 
the attitude recently assumed by Sikukuni, if it was not taken in actual concert 
with the Zulu King, was intended as a demonstration in favour of him at a time 
when the relations between the Zulus and the Republic were believed to be 
approaching a crisis, in consequence of the events that had taken place in the 
disputed territory. 

If this be so, it is difficult to believe that Cetywayo would remain quiet and see 
the destruction of an ally, whose alliance he must regard as one of the strong points 
of the position he relies upon in the event of actual war breaking out between himself 
and the Republic. 

I have &#c* 
(Signed) ' HENRY BULWER. 
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No. 38. 

Jiicutenant- Governor Sit H. B. Bulwer, K.C.M,G.y to the Earl of Carnarvon. — {Received 

July 200 

My Lord, Government Homey Maritzburg, NataL June 12, 1876. 

I TRANSMIT, for your Lordship^s information^ copy of a Message wiiich I 
have received from the King of the Amaswazi, together with copies of my reply and 
of a Minute by the Secretary for Native Affairs on the subject of the Message. 

2. In some despatches that I addressed to your Lordship towards the end of 
last year I had occasion to notice that one of the causes of difference that existed 
between the South African Republic and the Zulus was the relative position of the 
two countries towards the Amaswazi — the one claiming the rights of protection and 
even of sovereignty, and the other the rights of suzerainty, over that people. In 
connection with the claims asserted by the Government of the Transvaal I referred 
your Lordship to a recent Report by Colonel Colley, which contained a brief account 
of the origin of those claims* 

3. The Message now sent to this Government by the Amaswazi King reveals, 
to say the least, a very extraordinary misunderstanding on his part as to some 
transactions which have passed between him and the Government of the Republic. 
It would seem that Mr. Rudolph, the Landdrost of Utrecht, by v/hom these 
transactions were efiected, was formerly and for many years in the service of the 
Government of Natal, which he left four years ago to take service under the 
Government of the Republic, and the King, so he states in his Message, was under 
the belief that Mr. Rudolph was treating with him on the part of the Government 
of Natal, and in that persuasion consented to what was asked of him. He asserts 
that he has never acknowledged himself subject to the Government of the South 
African Republic, but, on the contrary, that he has distinctly refused to be so 
subject, apparently considering himself bound by certain obligations of loyalty to 
the Government of Natal, with which, as Mr. Sbepstone notices in his Minute, the 
Amaswazi were connected lone; before they had any relations with the Government 
of the Transvaal, and from which they received many benefits. 

4. It will not be necessary that I should at present add any remarks to those 
contained in the Minute of the Secretary for Native Affairs, but I would observe 
that the situation arising out of the relations of the Government of the South 
African Republic with the neighbouring native States is so complicated, and 
presents so many elements of confusion and of danger to the peace of this portion 
of South Africa, that I trust some way may be found to an early settlement of 
questions that ought not, in my opinion, to be left alone, as so many have been left, 
to take the chance of the future, 

I have &LC 
(Signed) ' HENRY BULWER. 



Inclosure I in No. 38. 



Message from Umbandeni, King of the Amaswazi, to his Excellency the Lieutenant- Governor 
of Natal, conveyed by Umhlaba^ Kwathla Kwathla, and Umgavusa^ May 18, 1876. 

WE are sent by our King to thank the Government of Natal for the informa- 
tion sent to him last winter by that Government, and conveyed by Mr. Rudolph, of 
the intended attack on his people by the Zulus. 

We are further instructed by the King to thank the Natal Government for the 
influence it used to stop the intended raid, and for instructing a Boer commando to 
go to his country to render him assistance in case of need, and further, for appoint- 
ing Mr. Rudolph at the head of the commando to place him (Umbandeni) a^ King 
over the Amaswazi, and to make a Treaty with him and his people on behalf of the 
Natal Government. 

Umbandeni signed the Treaty in good faith, believing Mr. Rudolph to be, as 
he stated, the Agent of the Natal Government in the matter. 

Umbandeni had misgivings in signing this Treaty, as he could not understand 
why a second Treaty should be required, having always been led to suppose that 
there was one already existing between his late father (Umswazi) and the Natal 
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Government, but on Mr, Rudolph's aisuring him that the Natal Oovernment 
required it, and looking upon himself and his people as British subjects, he signed 
the second Treaty. 

Umbandeni requested us to assure the Natal Government of his loyalty, and 
say that he acknowledges no other but that of Natal, to which his father and 
brother belonged before him* 

The Transvaal Govwnment has asked Umbandeni to acknowledge himself a 
snbject of the Republic^ but he has distinctly refused so to do . 

Taken before me, 
(Signed) FRED. B. FYNNEY, 

Swam Interpreter U ihe Natal Oavemwent 



Inclosure 2 in No. 38. 

Meply to the Message from Umbandenh King of the Amasfoaxiy to the Lieutenant^Oovemor 
of Natal, by Umhlaba^ Kwathla Kwathla, and Umgavusoy May 18, 1876L 

THE Lieutenant-Governor of Natal thanks Umbandeni for the message he has 
sent by Umhiaba Kwahlakwahla and Umgevusa. 

The Government of Natal has always exerted itself to prevent war between its 
neighbours, and the Amaswazi King has good reason for expressing his thanks for 
those efforts, because they have enabled the Amaswazi people to live in peace for so 
many years. 

The Amaswazi authorities have repeatedly acknowledged through their mes- 
sengers the advantages thus conferred upon them by this Government^ and the 
Lieutenant-Governor is glad that they are still enjoying the freedom from war to 
secure which so much has from time to time been done. 

But Umbandeni's message represents that the Government of Natal authorised 
Mr. Rudolph to convey communications to the Amaswazi people, and to crown 
Umbandeni as their King, as well as to require the signing oi a Treaty ; also that 
this Government instructed a commando of Boers to go to the Amaswazi country to 
render assistance in case of need. 

There must be some great misapprehension with regard to all this. Mr. Rudolph 
was once an officer of the Government of Natal, but he resigned his office four vears 
ago, and became Landdrost of Utrecht, under the Government of the South African 
Republic ; he had no authority from the Government of Natal to do any of the 
things or to make any of the communications which he is said to have done and 
made. 

The Government of the South African Republic is an independent Groremaient^ 
and Mr. Rudolph is one of its officers. The commando alluded to was composed of 
the subjects of that Government, was under the command of its officers, and acted 
without any reference whatever to the Government of Natal. 

Moreover, the Government of the South African Republic informed the 
Lieutenant-Governor at the commencement of last summer that the Amaswazi 
people had, by an arrangement just then completed, become subjects of that 
Republic, and entitled to protection from it in the quiet occupation of their terri- 
tory ; it is, therefore, with the utmost surpise that he receives such a communication 
^s the present from the Amaswazi King. 

By command, 
(Signed) T. SHEPSTONE, 

Secretary for Natiw Afaire. 

Vffice of Secretary for Native Affairs, Natal, 

May SI, 1876. 



Inclosure 3 in No. S8. 



Minute on Message from the Amaswazi King Umbandeni^ including the general question of 
the " Disputed Territory,^ and the State of Affairs between the South African Republic 
and Sikukuni, 

THE message from the young Amaswazi King shows on the face of it that the 
whole of the arrangements made by the Government of the South African Repabiic 
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w\tY\ lYvft A^Diiaswazi people were, in so far as the latter were conceraed^ entered open 
in the belief that those arrangements had not only been sanctioned but directed^by 
th\s Governnient; and that Mr. Rudolph, who conducted tbem^ had stated in 
express terms that he was the agent of the Government of Natal. 

2. Although this may be quite true in so far as the Amaswazi authorities and 
people are concerned, the fact does not, as I shall presently explain, necessarily 
involve that the charge against Mr. Rudolph^ apparently to be inferred from it, is 
true also. 

3. When I explained to the messengers that this Government had given no 
authority to Mr. Rudolph to convey any message whatever to the Amaswazi people, 
that it had had nothing to do with sending the commando, and that it had not com* 
missioned the Coronation of Umbandeni^ their amazement was extreme ; they 
insisted that it was only upon the declaration having been clearly and distinctly 
made by Mr. Rudolph that he was the emissary of the Government of Natal, and 
duly commissioned by it^ that the arrangements which followed were entered upon ; 
they stated that when they were asked to sign the paper^ they suggested that they wef e 
British subjects already, a condition they had claimed for probably twenty years; 
hut that upon Mr. Rudolph requiring them fo '* touch the feather," they ccanplied 
because they thought that it would perhaps confirm a »tate of things which already 
existed* 

4. No explanation or assurance from me was sufficient to convince thetn that 
they had on tnat occasion made themselves subjects of the South African Republic;, 
they declared that it was not their wish or intention to do so, and that they would 
refuse to acknowledge a position into which they had been unwittingly betrayed. 

5. My examination of them suggested to me an explanation that may exonerate 
Mr. Rudolph, while it accounts for the impression made by bira upon the Amaswazi 
people. 

6. In describing the authority by which he had been sent, Mr. Rudolph 
appears to have used the word '^ Government.^ In the Amaswazi, that is, the 
j^ulu language, there is no word that exactly conveys the same meaning ; with them, 
^Government" means ''Governor," pronounced by the natives " Hulumeni," and 
this being the official title of the Ruler of Natal, and familiar to all the surrounding 
native tribes as his peculiar designation, it was a misapprehension very easily 
received, although it must be assumed to have been unintentionally conveyed. 

7. Mr. Rudolph, who understands and speaks the Zulu language perfectly, bad 
been from his youth an officer of the Governmentof Natal, and on being offered four 
years ago the more important and lucrative appointment which he now holds under 
the Government of the South African Republic, he resigned the position he held 
under that of Natal ; this may also have contributed to the niisapprehension into 
which the Amaswazi declare themselves to have fallen, assuming the statement of 
the messengers to be correct. 

8. But if this wrong impression really exists, by whatever cause it may have 
been produced, the oonsequences cannot fail to prove very serious to the South 
African Republic. 

9. By the last accounts from that country, it appears that hostilities against 
Sekukuhi have been determined upon, and that active co-operation of a very decided* 
and important character is expected from the Amaswazi King. 

10. The tribes concerned are so far from Natal, and since the South African' 
Republic came into existence, the state of feeling between them has been of so little 
importance to this Colony, that I have paid less attention to them than was formerly 
necessary. 1 am, therefore, unable to offer an opinion as to whether the request to 
co-operate against Sikukuni may be acceptable; if it proves acceptable, the 
Republic will be fortunate enough to be assisted by a very powerful ally ; if other- 
wise (and the Amaswazi determine to assert their independence of the South 
African Republic), a very serious state of thines may be brought about. 

11. It is natural that the Amaswazi should feel more attachment to the Govern- 
ment of Natal, than to that of the Republic, because their connection with Natal 
has been of much longer duration, and they have reaped very substantial benefits 
from it. 

12. The attacks from the Zulus to which they had been annually liable, have, 
by the influence of this Government, ceased for fifteen or more years, and the 
Amaswazi have enjoyed peace except when they themselves chose to become the 
aggressors. On the other hand, the terms under which they have become connected 
with the Republic, as I understand them, guarantee to them greater security 
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« 

in the possession of their country, and the protection of the Republic against 
attack. 

13. But there is in this question another element that must not be overlooked. 
The Amaswazi King and people have always been tributary to the Zulus, and the 
latter very strongly resent the attitude assumed by the Republic in ousting them 
from their position of supremacy over the Amaswazi ; so that, after all, it is impos- 
sible to separate the question raised by the Amaswazi message from that of the 
dispute between the Rebublic and the Zulus about territory. 

14. The Amaswazi may be looked upon as the only native power of any conse- 
quence between the Zulus and the Limpopo, which is not at this moment acting in 
concert with the Zulus, or in support of the Zulu claim. The attitude so suddenly 
assumed by Sikukuni in April last was but a feint with this object in view. The 
geographical position this Chief occupies in the territories claimed by the Republic 
and the nature of the country, render the demonstration he has made a matter of 
serious importance, and it will be more serious still, should the Amaswazi waver in 
their fidelity to the Republic now that it has actually decided upon undertaking 
hostilities Against Sikukuni. 

15. Then, again, there is the further question what action Cetywayo may take 
when he learns that it is intended to attack his allies and tributaries, upon whose 
co-operation he depends, should the land question between him and the Republic 
have after all to be settled by appeal to force, and he has it in his power to coerce 
the Amaswazi and keep them from actively assisting the Republic by assembling a 
few regiments at his own residence, and allowing the rumour to circulate that the 
intention is to attack the Amaswazi. This would be a purely domestic measure, of 
which he would assert that no one had any right to complain, but it would be quite 
enough to place the Government of the Republic in very different circumstances. 

16. It is impossible, therefore, to look upon the determination taken by the 
Government of the South Afi*ican Republic to attack Sikukuni, without serious 
misgivings. Dangerous complication may be caused by the least indiscretion, and 
the measure itself deals with merely a few of the branches, and leaves the root of 
the evil untouched. 

17. This root is the land dispute between the Republic and the Zulus, and the 
Zulus very greatly influepce the policy of all the tribes up to and even beyond the 
Limpopo River. The announcement which President Burgers is understood to 
have made of his intention to make an attempt to arrange this dispute amicably 
with Cetywayo, seems to show that he understands the importance of settling the 
question as a preliminary step to hostilities against Sikukuni ; indeed, it is my 
opinion that a satisfactory solution of it would render easy the settlement of any 
other. 

18. Otherwise, there is little alteration, if any, in the position of affairs on our 
northern and north-eastern boundary between the Republic and the Zulus. In the 
hope that some peaceful solution to this now burning question may be arrived at, 
the Government of Natal has been unceasing in its efforts to prevent any hostile 
action being undertaken by the Zulus, and the latter reproach us for doing this, 
while we omit to take active steps to accomplish the object which we profess ourselves 
anxious to attain. 

(Signed) T. SHEPSTONE, 

Secretary for Native Affairs. 
Office of Secretary for Native Affairs^ Natal, 

June 3, 1876. 



No. 39. 

Governor Sir H. Barkly, G.C.M.G., K.C.B.y to the Earl of Carnarvon. — {Received 

July 20.) 

My Lord, Government House, Cape Town, June 23, 1876. 

HAVING observed in one of the newspapers of the Province a notice inviting 
young men to join in an '^excursion" to the Transvaal borders, and offering each 
volunteer a horse, arms, and outfit, worth in all 76Z., I felt it my duty to draw the 
attention of the Administrator to the Earl of Carnarvon's Circular despatch of the 
6th August, 1874, suggesting the passing of a Foreign Enlistment Act to enable 
Colonial Governments to stop such proceedings summarily. 



/ 



« 

■i 

f 



67 



2. It Will be seen from Major Lanyon's reply, of which I have the honour to 
transmit copy, that the subject had already received his consideration, and that he 
had at once taken steps to check the filibustering expedition. 

(Signed) ' HENRY BARKLY. 



Inclosure in No. 39. 
Sir, Kiniberley, June 15, 1876. 

WITH reference to your Excellency's despatch of the 2nd instant, respecting 
a paragraph which appeared in the ^'Independent" of the 23rd ultimo, calling upon 
youne men to join an expedition for the Transvaal, I have the honour to acquaint 
your Excellency that immediately after the publication of the paragraph in question 
I gave instructions to the police here, and also to the Acting Civil Commissioner at 
Barkly, to prevent any expedition of such a nature from entering the Transvaal. I 
also engaged a special constable (who is not known to be in the constabulary) to proffer 
himself as willing to join this filibustering expedition in order that the Government 
might be in a position to at once thwart any breach of the Foreign Enlistment 
Act. 

With reference to the Circular despatch from the Secretary of State, dated 
6th Au^ust^ 1874, a copy of which accompanied your Excellency's despatch under 
acknowledgment, I have the honour to inform your Excellency that it will be sub- 
mitted to the Executive Council with a view to a similar Bill being introduced into 
the Legislative Council when it shall have assembled. 

I have &LC 
(Signed) ' W. OWEN LANYON. 
His Excellency Sir H. Barkly, G.C.M.G., K.C.B., 
&c, &c. &c. 

No. 40. 

The Earl of Carnarvon to JLieutmani- Governor Sir H. E. Bulwer, K.C.M.O. 

Sir, Downing Street ^ July 29, 1876. 

I HAVE to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch of 12th June relating 
to the position of affairs in Griqua-Land East, Pondo-Land, and Basuto-Land. 

1 approve the watchfulness which you have shown in observing events on this 
border of Natal ; and I need hardly urge a continuance of vigilance on your part 
in this direction. 

I have &c» 
(Signed) ' CARNARVON. 



No. 41. 
The Earl of Carnarvon to Lieutenant'Oovemor Sir H. E. Bulwer, K.CM.Q. 

Sir, Downing Street, July 29, 1876. 

1 HAVE received your despatch of the 12th June,* forwarding further 
papers relating to the differences between the Government of the Transvaal and 
the Zulus on the subject of the territory in dispute between the Republic and the 
natives. 

I have to refer you to my despatch of the 12th July.t inclosing a copy 
of the despatch which I addressed on this subject to Sir Henry Barkly for trans- 
mission to President Burgers. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) CARNARVON. 



• No. M. t No. 88. 
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No..42« 



Owemar Sir H. Barkly, G.CMG*, K.C.B., to the Earl of Carnarvon.— {Recnved July SI.) 

My Lord, Government House, Cape Town, July 6, 1876. I 

I THINK it my duty to tranmnttcopyof a despatch from the Administrator, 1 

containing extract from a Transvaal newspaper respecting the intended use of 

explosive bullets in the approaching war with the natives. 

2. I have no means of ascertaining the truth of the statQm«at» but the rumoured 
intention of the Government of the &)\ith African Republic on the point has been 
almost universally condemned by the press both of this Colony and Natal. 

X have &c. 
(Signed) ' HENRY BARKLY. 



Inclosure 1 in No. 42. 
Sir, Kimberley. June 20, 1876. 

I HAVE the honour to draw your EKceBcney's attention to the appended 
extract from a Transvaal newspaper, which appeared in the " Diamond News" of 

4|biB day's <date. 

AUbough there may be no truth in the allegation that that State intends to. use 
explosive bullets, should, unhappily, a war. between racM break out, still I deem it 
my duty to bring the same to. your notice. 

I have &c 
. .(Signed) ' W. OWEN LANYON. 
His Excellency Sir H. Barkly, G.C.M.G., K.CJB., 

High Commissioner. 



. Incloanie .2-in No. 42* 
Extract from the ** Cape THmes and Daily Advertiser** of July 8, 1876, 



Nbws from the Transvaal.«*-Dbfbat of the Bobrs rt Sbcocoeni. 

NEWS from Transvaal alarming ! Boers said to have been twice defeated. 
Extra to " Volksstem " says : — " The Secocoeni war. Fight near Kruger's Post. The 
post just arrived. Brings news of extensive cattle raid near Kruger's Post. Two 
spans of oxen stolen from Mr. James, 1 50 head from Widow Meyer and others, also 
400 from Crocodile River. Fight of some hours' duration ensued, during which, as 
far as could be ascertained, fifteen Kafirs were killed, but the enemy succeeded in 
carrying off their cattle and also their dead. Commandant De Villiers slightly 
wounded. Some narrow escapes.'" Private advices to Kimberley confirmed this 
news. Kruger's Post, important stronghold, threatened by Kafirs. 

The telegram given above affords matter for grave concern. Our Transvaal 
friends have met their enemy in the field and twice suffered defeat. Such tidings as 
tidis do not affect the inhabitants of the Republic alone, although to them laden with 
unutterable woe. The native races are sympathetic; and where sympathy fails to 
excite community of action, the wild beast spirit of the savage will supply the 
motive. On the Natal border, and on the Colonial border, the young men will now 
hoar that cattle are to be had for the taking, and the Chiefs, however well disposed, 
will be powerless to restrain the headstrong impulse for war. We do not care to 
play the part of alarmists, or to magnify the perils of the situation. But the facts, 
as reported, tell their own tale, and it would be difficult to exaggerate its terror. 
At such a time as this it seems ungracious to reflect on the errors of the men who 
are in distress. We cannot, however refrain from suggesting that the rejection of 
th e Feder a ti o n ^scheme by President Bw^gers and his fnends' was -hardly wise4n'^be 
face of so tremendous a danger. We have never favoured any premature action 
with reference to federation, or any rash anticipation of the course of events. 
Sentiments must have time to grow and ripen; and muiual trust and esteem are 

• i) 
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not t^)5e p^^ated in a.day^ The native diffiovltyirjj^evertbel^isa, may.^possibly do the 
work of ti^e^ and the sense of weakness prove as effectual in fosteriDg th^ spirit of 
110101) a8^ li^Qre elevated motives. As a combined Celony we could defy any native 
aggression ; and the British flag is. a more seoure? rallying point/ when fighting must 
bedoneuthan the Transvaal banner^ >vith all its newr&neled prettinesa. Heaven 
fprbid that our frieois should meet witb. any fresh disaster? ,But from the disaster 
which they have.already sustained we trust that they will learn that the substantial 
valuei.of.a compact tojieness in the British, name, infinitely exceeds that of tberr 
boosted independence* Adversity (is ever a har^h teacher, but what she does teach 
i« dieeply impressed. And sincerely deploriug, as we do, the calamity now reported, 
i^e recognize in it, as one glimpse of light, the prospect of a more favourable spirit 
op thepart of the Republics to a Federal union oCall the South African States. 



Cere8,Julifl(K IS7S. 
To the Editw «/ ihe ** Ccope Times/' 



|. 4», \ •• ■ » • » # 



As it may be interesting to your readers to know the position of Kruger's 
Post, in the Transvaal, where the- alleged -irepulse of a Boer detaehment by the 
Kafir»< .under Sikuknn? has taken place, I take the opportunity to state that it is a 
fjum onttbe roadr bet ween Leydeiibtirg^aBd^i^lgrim'sRestf distant from Leydenbni^ 
About fifteen miles. It is sUaated in an jopen valley about six miles long by four 
bkfttad,Jb6fewBW moniKfcains forming pavbof .the Drakensberg range, amid charming 
scenery, but in as ugly aplace as could be wished for to be cooped up and sur* 
rtMnded by an enemv* The approaches rto the valley from either end are through 
mountain defiles with plenty of thick bush, affording an excellent cover for unam^ 
btmhed enemy, and such as Kafirs deKght to fight in* Suocouring troOps could be 
severely harrassed if not entirely destroyed doring their progress; of miles along 
the road through such bush. 

At JKiruger's Post is an indoaare builA* ,6f stone, with loopholes for musketry, 
W'bidd was ereeted some years ago and gave the name to the place when war with 
the neighbouring Kafirs was apprehendodi This * inciosure would probably afford 
safiieieat protection against Kafirs, who- are not mnoh given to attacks in the open. 
Thus there is not much fear of the laager being taken bv' assault. The chief 
dcitigep*. is in the detachment, removed from its supplies, being starved out or 
rcmniagi 'short oi* anmunitioai 

Some distajaice- out of the valley,^ going northwards, the road branches off to 
Oittg;8tad, a village abancbned some years agoon-account of its unhealthiness. 

In the village are< other detacbBd^larm-^houses, but away from the main Toads 
the -country ie very sparsely poptrlated by wbkes. There are, L believe, several 
tribte'^rf* Kafiis in that region whose 'position is r^idered somewhat secure by the 
moantainous and difficult' nature of^the country, and there is no doubt but the 
TrsAsvaaiers have severe work before them. 

The distance from Leydenbupg to Pilgrim's Rest byroad is about thirty *six 
nrilss,^ but there is a considerable short cut through the mountains, used only by 
foot-passengers. The distance from Leydenbuirg to Ptetoria is about 31 hours 
or ISA miles. That road after leaving Leydenburg traverses a mountainous 
cKMitttry, mostly tolerably open, but' in some places close and dangerous, for about 
50 or 60 miles, until the western descent of the Draken^berg is reached. 

The whole of this country, as indeed nearly the whole of the- Transvaal, is 
ooirered with thickly-growing grass, waving for the. greater part like English 
meadows. In the winter, when this grass is dry, veldt fires are of constant occur- 
rence, burning over enormous tracts, which are thus denuded of herbage, giving 
thB country a blackened and dreary appearance until the recurrence of spring 
causes the young grass to spring up again fresh and green. 



Kruger^s Post Laagar^ Sunday, June 18^ 1876. 
Taking the opportunity of a little quiet I write you a line or so, as 1 will be 
busy to-morrow. 

President Burgers has commenced operations against the rebel Siknkuni and 
bis under Chiefs, and, for the purpose of putting a stop for ever to the disturbances 
(46a) I 2 
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up here, has commandeered 2,500 white men and 3,000 natives, besides 2,000 
Amaswazis. 

The Lydenburg, Kruger's Post, Crocodile River, and Comati contingents, with 
500 of the men of Nazareth, and the 2,000 Amaswazis, will on Wednesday, 21st, 
proceed to attack Johannes in his stronghold on the Spekboom River. Along with 

us go the cannon, which will play no small part in the day's work. and 

myself are among the Kruger's Post Division, and will, for the first time in our 
lives, see a little of Kafir warfare. Mn H. Glynn remains in command of the 
Laager, in case the surrounding Kafirs should take advantage of our absence to 
attack. These Kafirs are to all appearances friendly, but Ood help us if the day 
goes against us. 

Looking out of the doorway of our rude house it is amusing to watch how life' 
;oes on in the Laager. Just in front of us a number of coloured people are 
listening to the Bible, which is beinp^ read to them by a Boer ; a little on one side 
some Boers and their families are also holding service. Here there are a group of 
children playing, and there a man cleaning^ a rifle, and another mending his saadle, 
tokens of the coming fight. Just at the gateway a group are discussing the 
probabilities whether Johannes has received reinforcements or not. Just this way 
a little, and we see our Indian cook busy with our supper. Go outside the walls, 
and you see the Commandant, telescope in hand, watching for the post-cart, and 
wondering if the Kafirs have stopped the cart and taken our oxen, as the post is 
twelve hours overdue ; and on one side the coloured women are cooking soup and 
preparing their humble fare of stamped mealies and milk. 

Last night we got news that fourteen oxeB, belonging to Schalk Burgers, had 
been taken by the Kafirs. 

It is intensely cold at night, and on sentry, outside the walls, one needs gpreat. 
coats and gloves to keep one from freezing. 

Ex-President Pretorius is Commandant«6eneral, and Captain Riedel, of the 
German army, in charge of the cannon. 

President Burgers will be here to-morrow, I think. 

Read the '' Gold Fields' Mercury " leader on native affairs. The surmise about 
our not having^ the help of the Swazis is incorrect. As I write we hear that Land- 
drost Cooper has received information that they will be here to-morrow. 

The President asked for 2,000, but, consiclering the warlike nature of the large 
Amaswazi tribe, we expect 6,000. 

It is a fine sight to see the Swazi in full war dress. The head and face he 
almost conceals beneath the plumes of black ostrich feathers. lo his right hand he 
bears his knobkerrie and an assegai, and on his left arm he wears his ox-hide shield, 
and in the hand a sheaf of spare assegais. Around his neck he wears his amulets 
and a hollow bone, which now and then he sounds. When marching to battle he 
lowers the shield before him and knocks his knees against it. The sound of these 
shields against the knees of thousands is like the roar of the surf upon the beach. 

In the war against Maleo in 1867 the Swazis were also called in to help the 
Boers. Maleo's kraal was on a hill, three sides of which were perpendicular, and 
the fourth nearly so. Matafeen, who led the Swazis, took fifty men with him, and 
told the others to storm the best side. This they did, but with immense losa of life. 
Arrived on top they found Maleo still well fortified behind stone ramparts, when all 
of a sudden they saw Matafeen and his fifty Swazis behind the enemy, who, attacked 
on both sides, soon succumbed*. Maleo himself, with some of his biavest men, stood 
at bay, and all who came within reach of his battle-axe went under ; but at last one 
of the bravest of the Swazis came forward, and the two warriors knew that one of 
the two ^^ should never more go home," and strained every muscle, but soon a giant 
blow from the Swazi's axe laid Maleo low, and the fight was over. The victor 
lifted Maleo's plume, and, walking up to Matafeen^ took off that Chief's plume and 

C laced Maleo's on his head. This is just one of many daring deeds which our allies 
ave done. Six Boers only were killed. 

The " Volksstem" of the 24th ultimo, which reached us yesterday, contains two 
or three interesting items of news. 

Active preparations are being made for the prosecution of the war, and the 
President is animating the people by his unwearied exertions on their behalf. The 
following extracts from the Pretoria paper require no comment : — 

'^ Last Monday his Honour the President returned from the commando, after 
having duly sworn in the Commandant-General. He leaves again to-day ta:^e 
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the chief command and push on matters. On Tuesday, thirty-one men of the 
Rustenberg Schutzencorps arrived under Captain Schr6aer, to act as body-guard 
to the President. They are a fine body of well-mounted men, and look as dashing 
a little corps as any we have seen elsewhere. They are well provided for three 
months with stores, &c. Some twenty carbines and ammunition were served out to 
those among them who were not armed. His Honour the President then held a 
short speech, first in Dutch and then in English, after which the corps gave'thr^e ' 
cheers for the President, their Colonel, and then three cheers for the Captain and* 
as many for the corps were given by the public. Together with the corps another ' 
body of men arrived From Kustenbur^, making altogether 92. Rustenburg has 
contributed 400 men and 416 coloured people to the present commando — the full 
complement required — and has thus set a noble example to other towns and districts . 
of the Republic. The energetic Landdrost brought all his men to Pretoria. All 
honour to him and his patriotic burghers. The Rustenburgers left on Thursday. 
Wednesday afternoon 118 men arrived from Marico, and await here the arrival of 
Commandant Beukes. We have reason to believe that matters will forthwith be 
pushed on vigorously, we hope with a speedy and successful result. We do not 
deem it necessary to say more to-day. 

^^ News has arrived from Rustenburg that three waggons and two carts with 
guns and ammunition intended for Sikukuni, have been captured at the Pilaansberg. 
There were three white men with the waggons, W. and H. Finnaughty and another, 
whose name we have not learnt ; and they, of course, have been arrested too, and 
are now with the waggons and contents on their way to Pretoria. The %?aggon8 
came from the Diamond Fields, but who the owners are we have not yet ascertained. 
Of course the whole lot will be confiscated, and thus a very timely and welcome 
addition made to our stock of ammunition. It is to be hoped that the dastardly 
traitors who were thus endeavouring to supply our barbarous and rebellious enemy 
with war materials will meet their due reward. 

" Several papers have been kind enough to tell their readers that this Govern- 
ment is going to use explosive cartridges in the war with Secocceni. We have 
instituted inquiries, and learn from the best possible authority that no such 
cartridges were ever ordered by Government; but in a box of cartridges bought by 
Government in Pretoria, a few packs of explosive cartridges were found, which, 
however, will not be u&ed against the enemy« There is, therefore, no foundation for 
the statement made by some of our contemporaries and their correspondents. Will 
the kind Exeter Hall gentlemen guarantee that their dusky prot^g^s will also 
abstain from the use of such barbarous weapons } Perhaps their vigilance would 
be more profitably employed in seeing about the kind of weapon their nigger friends 
are going to use." 

Kimberley, FHday. 12' 15 p.m. 
No news from the main body under Pretorius. Expect express later. At 
Krugerspost a fight, June 25 ; post surrounded, but not attacked. Natives repulsed 
by Field-Cornet De Villiers and Captain of district, with only twenty-five men . 
engaged. Some houses belonging to the Prinsloo family burnt. The Kafirs retreated 
in good form, carrying oflf all killed and wounded, without many cattle and som^ 
plunder. Boers say they shot fifteen of the enemy ; but there can be no doubt that 
the Kafirs got best of the affair, the raid being uninterrupted and successful. The 
natives will be encouraged by the affair. 

5-5 P.M. 
My special news arrived. Transvaal Army of the East moving in two 
divisions. Pretorius, including Potchefstroom and Middleburg contingents, gone 
due east. No news of it. Srait defeated, with two wounded, by petty Captain 
Mayesse, forty-eight miles from Leydenberg. Has surrounded Mayesse, and awaits 
reinforcements. Celliers, brother of ** Yolksstem " editor, wounded. Cattle carried 
off from close to Leydenberg. Pursuit by Landdrost and seventy-five men, with 
four cannon, along Crocodile River, unsuccessful. Leydenberg to be garrisoned for 
Republic, with 2,000 Amaswazi. The war, unless finished at once, will be very 
prolonged. The frontier is too long for the small Boer commandos. 



J No. 43. 

t ' 

1!. .'. T%e Earl of Carnarvon to Lieutenant- Oovemor Sir H. JB. Bulwer. K.CM^O* 

SiJL., Downing Street, July 31, 1878. 

, rr HAVE to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch of 9th June,* inclosing 
copy of a letter from the English residents at Leydenberg Gold Fields, in acknow- 
Iqc^ment of the answer which you returned to their Memorial, inclosed in your 

despatch of 4th May.f 

f have &LC 
„^ (Signed) * CAENARVON. 
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No. 44. 



^ . i The Earl cf- Oommwn to Qmiemor Sir H. Barldy, O. CM.G., K, C.B. 

Sir, Downinf Street, Augwt 2, 1 876. . 

. il HAVE, received your despatoh of 6th Julygt with one frona the Adminis- 
trt|tori of GrriquUhLand West^ inclosiDg an extract from a. Transvaal newspapar, 
reiifieotiDg: the iotoeded. use of explosive- bullets in the approaehiag war witli^tl)p. 
nivbives.. 

I trust that the rumour, which appears to rest upon very slight informatioD^ .is 
utttrue ; but I should wish to be informed at once if any further intelligence on the 
subject is received. 

J have* &c. 
(Signed) CARNARVON. 



No. 45. 
OoUhiial Office to T. Bhepwione, Esq., C.M;0. 

Sir, Doming Street, Awput 9, 1876. 

I AM directed by the Earl of Carnarvon to transmit to you a copy of a deapatek; 
with its indosures, from the Governor of the Cape of Good Hope,^ respecting a 
rmmour that the Government of the Transvaal Republic intended to use explosive 
buUets in the approaching war with the natives. 

His Lordship would be glad if you would endeavour to ascertain, witb the 
assistance of the Crown Agents or otherwise, whether- any explosive bullets are being 
shipped from this country for South Africa. 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) W. R. MALCOLM. 



No. 46. 
Colonial Office to the Oronm Agents. 

Gentlemen, Downing Street, August 3, 1876. 

I AM directed by the Earl of Carnarvon to inform you that he has received a 
despatch from the Governor of the Cape of Good Hope, reporting that a statement 
had been made in a Transvaal newspaper that it was the intention of the Gk)veru- 
ment of the South African Republic to use explosive bullets in the approaching war 
with the natives. 

His Lordship wishes you to endeavour to ascertain, without loss of time, 
whether any explosive bullets are being shipped from this country for South 
Africa. 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) W. R. MALCOLM. 

I . 

• Not printed. + No. 25. ^ No. 42. 
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of OarnttrvMf-fr(Ri€e%^M ^^ 



Governor Sir H.Barkfy, &.C.M.O^, XIC.B., to the 

AvbguBt 11.) 

Vy Lord, Gapel}>vm4 July 14, ISt&f^ 

THE Lientenant<>Oovernor of iNFatal has commvnicated to me as Hig^ Gaamtk' 
ftioner co|ae8 of his recent despatches to your Lordship, die8critixlgt''tihe) diuriger to 
wUioh the Colony is exposed through the hostile relations iiO¥r esisniig^ h^tsvteeniAe 
Sooth 'African Republic and the native tribes on ks eastern borders^ and a? thi^t ' danger 
is one which likewise more or less threatens this colony and even « GTi<|Bal«xid •'fQesfl^t 
may' be well that I should keep your Lordship informed of -the aceoubts wUoIi i'^iftttn 
reach Cape Tovrn by tel^raph vi& Kimberley more rapidly 'tten thrm^h' Ketor- 
mariti^urg. . ... i 

2. Wax. has ahready begun with Sikukuni, a powerful chief 'ilivmg to ^tiieaiiyitli>Q>f 
the Leydenburg gold fields, who, as Sir Henry Bnlwer supposlday <i6 ^acting imwdkint 
wiiih Oetywayo, the Zulu King. The ostensible cause of quarrdi appeam » to'tiiaBMi ^(Om 
opposition offered by Johannes, a brother, it is said, of Biltukimi, to the* ftttiaj^^iof 
limber sear his kraal by the diggers; but there can be no douhbtfaat,'a9'witiiith«>S^tt, 
the ownership of ike land is really in dispute. The whole territory^ is*' atatml dry 
President Burgers to belong to the Republic by right of conquest, the fiocirp Ikmiflg, 
according to Us Honour's account, on their first visit to it thirty- or ibvtyr/iyeais^igb, 
repulsed an attack of Mosedikatse, the Matabele king, by whose army it had been overrun. 
A '.mwe plausiUe dadm has since been put forward, founded on purchase from the 
Amaswayi, who are alleged a few years ago to have overcome the inhabitants, and only 
to have been prevented from extirpating them by the intercesss^on of the Boers. 

3. Although a portion of Sikukuni's territory has unquestionably been occupied by 
the latter for some time past, it is certain that, despite the claims now set up, the greater 
part of it was not included within the. boundaries of the Republic until a few months 
ago. 

4. It will be seen that in the map compiled by Messrs, Jeppe and MerenslgK from 
official documents, and published by Eh*. Pietermann in 1868, of which I have the honour 
to inclose copy, that Sikukuni's own residence at Thaba Mossego lies far outside those 
boundaries, and the same remark applies to the maps issued by that eminent geographer 
in 1870 and 1878. In one, however, published at Amsterdam in 1876, of which copy is 
also inclosed, the lines will be found rounded off so as to include the whole of the chiefs 
territory. On the strength of this annexation, he and his tribe have been declared rebels 
by the Yolksraad, and a commando ordered out to punish them. 

5. This commando is intended to consist of 2,500 whites^ aided by an equal number 
of Kafirs, chiefiy of the Zwasi tribe, whose dread of the Zulus has driven tlbem into 
alliance with the Republic. 

6. According to the plan of the campaign, as described in letters from those on the 
spot, the main body under the orders of ex-President Pretorius, is to advance up the 
valley of the Steelpoort (or Tombosi) River to attack Sikukuni, whilst President Burgers, 
with another division, takes a more westerly route, with a view apparently of cutting off 
the Chief's retreat in that direction. A third division, under Commandant Smidt, con-^ 
sisting chiefly of Zwazis, remains for the protection of the Leydenburg district. 

7. The distance from Middleburg (Nazareth), the rendezvous of the commando to 
Thaba Mossego, is scarcely more than 100 miles, as the crow files ; but, looking to the 
nature of the country, which is extremely mountainous, the march will probably be twice 
as long. Of the strength of the opposing forces little seems to be known; rumour bik^ 
brought Sikukuni's warriors up to 60,000, but this must be a great exaggeration, as it 
will be seen from Pietermann's notes that the whole tribe was only estimated at from 
60,000 to 70,000 in 1868. On the other hand, the commando had met with a difficulty 
at starting in the attitude of the petty Chief Mapoch, residing not far from Middelburg, 
who declared his intention of remaining neutral, which, as he is at the head of about 
5,000 men, would constitute a serious danger in the rear. 

8. The accounts by last post from the seat of war are of rather an alarming 
diaracter, as your Lordship will see by the telegrams inclosed, but there is sonie confadon 
in the wording, and what has happened has not improbably been a good deal exaggerated 
in private letters. 

9. Kruger's Post, which is stated to be surrounded (probably by Johannes' men), is 
about fifteen miles from Leydenburg, on the road from that place to the gold fields of 
Pflgrim's Rest, situated about twenty miles ftirther on. It is said to be strongly fortified, 
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and not likely therefore to be taken by assault by Kafirs ; nor is it probable that the 
town of Leydenburg can have fallen into their hands^ the report, perhaps, originating 
in its being garrisoned by the Zwazis. The fight, of some hours' duration, with the force 
under Commandant Bmidt, occurred forty-eight miles to the south of Leydenburg ; the 
raid on the cattle of the Settlers which proved so successful haying been made by 
Mayesse, a petty Chief living beyond the Crocodile Biver. Further news, I need hardly 
sf^y, is anxiously expected, and may reach me before this despatch is closed. 

10. It must be owned, meanwhile, that the present aspect of affairs is sufficiently 

• alarming ; the forward march against Sikakuni, to which the President is committed, 
. involving very serious risks ; whilst there is greater danger still in the determination of 
} :tb0 Zulu King to recover the strip of territory of which he has been deprived in the 

neighbourhood of Utrecht, and his desire to attack his former vassals, the Zwazi, who 

* MFO^d in such a case be compelled at once to return to their own country. 

11. Much evidently depends on the ability of the Natal Government to hold 
) Cetywayo back. Hitherto my opinion has always been in favour of leaving the South 
I lA&ican Itepublic to adjust its own differences with both Zulus and Zwazis, notwithstand- 
. ing the interests of Natal were concerned ; but it has become so evident now that those 
i .interests are being deeply compromised by the advantage which has been taken of this 
, acquiescence on our part to lead the Kafirs to suppose that the Colonial Government is 
fin league with their enemies, that it appears, in my humble judgment, that the moment 
. is. fast iqp^roaching when Her Majesty's Government will be compelled to intervene, and 

take a very decided line in regard to the proceedings of the South African Republic. 
M... I have, &c. 

.1 , (Signed) HBNET BAEKLY. 

• • i r I ' 
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Gbtemoi- Sir'H. Bafklyy G.C.M.G., K.C.B., to the Earl of Camarvon.^(Receiv€d 

August 14.) 



My Lord, Oovernment House, Cave Town, July 14, 1876. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit copy of a despatch from the Administrator, 
giving cover to further complaints from the Barolong Chief Montsioa, of attempted 
encroachments by officials of the South African Republic on the territory confirmed 
to him by the Keate award. 

2. Trusting your Lordship will approve of the step taken by Major Lanyon for 
^ascertaining the true state of the matter, 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) HENRY BARKLY. 



Jnclosure 1 in No. 48. 

Sir, , Administrator's Office^ Kimberley, July 6, 1876. 

HEREWITH I have the honour to transmit a copy of a letter which I have 
just received from Montsioa, Chief of the Baralongs at Lotlokana, and one of the 
parties to the Keate award, 

2. Your Exgellency will perceive from it that the Transvaal Boers appear to 
be encroaching upon the Chiefs boundaries ; but I am not in a position to state 
whether this is, more than a local ruse on the part of the Boers living in that neigh- 
bourhood, to crieate such a semblance of disturbance as will exempt them from 
active service on the northern parts of the Republic, which appear at present to be 
threo^tened by other and ipore powerful native Chiefs. The Chief Motlabi, men- 
tionisd in Montsioa's letter^ is said to have been sent by the Boers into that terri- 
tory, with a view to setting Montsioa at defiance, and provoking hostilities ; but of 
the truth of this statement I am unable to judge. 

3. I have written, by th^ messenger who brought the letter now sent, to Mr. A, 
Paumaa, the late Lieutenant-Governor's Agent with Mankeroane^ and have 
requested him to proceed at once to Lotlakana, and to report to me upon the 
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aspect of alTairs ; and upon the receipt of any information from him I will at once 
commonicate further with your Excellency. 

T hfl.V6 &LC 

(Signed) ' W. OWEN LANYON, Administrator. 
His Excellency Sir Henry Barkly, G.C.M.G., K.C.B., 
&c. &c. &c. 



Inclosure 2 in No. 48, 

My Friend, Lotlakana, June 27, 1876. 

AGAIN I write your Honour to acquaint you of fresh trials which have 
occurred in my country respecting the ** line." 

On 12th June last Landdrost Scholtz, of Lichtenberg, came down to my 
people near the line at Buurman's Drift, to inquire into Binady's case, bringing 
with him Veldt Comet Jobert, Van Zyl, and four others. 

My garden, which has been ploughed for many years, was their place of meet- 
ing. Scholtz said he had come on account of my people who had ploughed my 
garden, to move them by power, as well as not to allow them to reap the corn 
which had been sown there. This he spoke in great anger. 

The next day, 1 3th, he proceeded down to Molopo, to a small village of my 
people under one of my head men, to inquire of him more particularly respecting 
the " line." He said '* I have come to speak strongly with you about some of 
Montsioa's people, who are ploughing all over the country of the Boers. The line 
is not known to myself^ but Jobert and Van Zyl, who are with me, are acquainted 
with it." 

The head man answered : " If you seek the right it is there, and can be seen if 
sought for; even the line which goes through the Drift, which is an old road, and 
was travelled by our old men on foot, and called by them the ^ Corn Patch/ after 
which it became a waggon road." 

Scholtz asked again, " Do you know the road?" He said '* Yes ; and many of 
Montsioa's know it, before even Buurman came there, but which for the last two 
years has been cut off by a garden, and this was sufficient to convince them that it 
was Montsioa's country ." 

After this Scholtz said: "At the end of a month I will come again with 
witnesses. In the meantime you can bring your witnesses of the line, and I will 
also write to the President." 

I, Montsioa, I now ask, please help me. Send me some person who can witness 
to the proceedings of the Boers in their attempts toseteside the award of Mr. Keate; 
and please send quickly. 

I am also subjected to annoyances from the Chief Motlabi. In spite of the 
overtures of friendship made by him lately to me, he has made a raid among my 
Bakhalagali, and spitefully killed two of their oxen, and taken six, and has defied 
me redress. He is a Transvaal subject, and is used by them as a tool, to provoke 
me to do something by which war may be brought about. But I still wait to hear 
of what is about to be done for me by the British Government. 

With, &c. 
(Signed) ' MONTSIOA, Chief of the Barolong. 
W. Owen Lanyon, Esq., 

Administrator. 



No. 49. 
Governor Sir H. E. Bulwer^ K.C.M.O., to the Earl of Camarvon.-^Received August 14.) 

My Lord, Government House^ Maritzhurg^ Natal, July 13, 1876. 

FROM the accounts which have reached us from the Transvaal Republic since the 
date of my last despatches to your Lordship, it would seem that a collision took place 
on the 24th ultimo, or thereabouts, between a party of the Transvaalers and some natives 
of Sikukuni's tribe. 

The only information which we possess respecting this collision reaches us through 
the newspapers, and is to the effect that a large armed body of natives, under Johannes^ 
a petty Chief of Sikukunf s tribe, moved up to the neighbourhood of an advanced position 
(453) K 
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of the Boers, called Kruger*s Poet, and peized Bome cattle. They were immediatelj 
attacked by a party of men under a Field-Comet, and retired -with the cattle they had 
seized into a strong position called the Spek Boom, several of them being killed and 
wounded. Two of the Dutch were also wounded. 

3. Subsequent accounts state that the natives hare carried off more cattle in die 
same district, burned some farmsteads, and rifled the waggon of a trader, caarrying off the 
draught oxen. No further fighting operations, however, are reported. 

4. Meanwhile the levies being raised by the Government of the Republic are 
mustering, though they do not appear as yet to have been moved to the front. An 
Amaswazi contingent which had been demanded had not arrived, and its non-appearance 
had given rise to some doubts if it would turn up at all. The inhabitants at the Gold 
fields are said to be taking active meftsures for their own defence. 

•5. Mr. Osborne, our Resident Magistrate ^^t Newcartle, reporte the Utt^dnt border 
m a disturbed state, and that some of the Dutch residents are making preparations to 
send tiieir families into Natal for greater security, as they look upon hostilities between 
the Republic and the Zulus as imminent. 

6. It is difficult to offer an opinion as to the course events may now take in the 
Ti*an8vaal country. The elements of disorder are 60 many, and of so inflamtnable a 
nature, that at any moment they may burst into a general flame. So long as aettuJ 
collision in any one quarter was avoided, there was always a hope that the Tarietts 
questions of disagreement between the Soutih Afriom Repcd)lic and the Zulas and other 
natire races might remain quiescent till the means of a peaceful solution of some of tbem 
at least could be brought about, and there wsas reason to expect that the Conference 
proposed by your Lordship would afford an opportunity of doing this ; bnt the Teeent 
events, the determination of the Grovernment of the Transvaal to tike strong measures 
against Sikukuni, and the raids made by the natives under Johannes, are every day 
lessening the chances of peace, and it is impossible to regard the present situation 
without the greatest misgiving. 

7. I inclose a copy of Mr. Osborne s Report, [t informs us, among other things, of 
an attempt that had been made on the life of Umtonga, a brotha: of Oetywayo, Uviag 
in Transvaal territory, by some Zulus, said to have been sent by Cetywayo for that 
purpose. 

J have, &c. 
(Signed) HEBTRY BULWER. 



Inclosure in iKTo 49. 
Minute to Hon, Acting Secretary for Native Affairs. 

ABOUT three days ago native reports reached me to the effect that a few Zulus 
had made an attempt on the life of Umtonga, Oetywayos' brother, who is living near 
Wakkerstroom in South African Republic territory. It appears that the Zulus crept up 
to Umtongafj kraal in the night time, one of the inmates hearing the dogs barking w^it 
out, he was mistaken for tFmtonga by one of the Zulu party, who fired at him, but 
missed him. This individual who fired was seized and carried to M. W. Stroom, ftom 
whence he has been forwarded to Pretoria. The others escaped apprehension; ihe 
prisoner informed his captors that the party, which consisted of four men, armed with 
guns, had been sent by Oetywayo to kill Umtonga, that the one who succeeded would 
be rewarded by being raised to a Chieftainship and would receive a large herd of cattle, 
in addition whereto one of the King's sisters would be given him to marry. 

This report I have every reason to believe true. ' 

The Utrecht border is in a disturbed state. Yesterday three or four Dutch 
residents arriveihere from Utrecht to arrange for places in this division to carry their 
families to, as they considered open hostilities between the Republic and Zulus imminent. 
Any such persons taking refuge here I shall cause to be located a considerable distance 
from the border. 

I ascertained to-day that Landdrost Rudolph has ordered through a merchant here 
60,000 ball cartridges from Durban. 

A report reached me yesterday that the Zulus had driven off all the Boers squating 
on the disputed territory. This report needs confirmation; at present I do not 

believe it. 

(Signed) M. OSBORN. 

Newcastle, July 8, 1876. 



No. 50. 

Governor Sir £f. Barkly^ O.C.M.G.^ K.C.B., to the Earl of Camarvon.-^Received 

August 14.) 
(Extract.) 
My Lord, Cape Tovm, July 20, 1876. 

ON the very day on which the last mail was dispatched to England, a telegram 
purporting to convey secret information as to an intended invasion of the Colony a 
few months hence by a combination of Kafir tribes, was placed in my hands by the 
Secretary for Native Affairs, to whom it had been addressed. 

2. The intelligence was so much at variance with all the reports previously 
received by Government from the Residents with the different Chiefs, and from its 
other Agents in the Transkei, and so contrary, indeed, as will be seen from 
Mr. Brownlee's Memorandum regarding it, to all antecedent probabflities, that I 
thought it sufficient to telegraph to your Lordship via Madeira that it was not 
entitled to credit, in order to prevent needless anxiety if it got home through private 
channels ; waiting till fuller and more reliable details were forthcoming before 
making it the theme of a despatch. 

3. From the letters which have subsequently come to hand, it would 
seem that a story has been circulated by friendly natives to the effect that n risings 
is" to take place towards the end of the year ; the plot, as described, being for 
Kebeavah Moshesh to begin by creating a disturbance at the foot of the Drackens- 
berg, which it is supposed wilT draw off a large body of the frontier armed and 
mounted police, whereupon the Tembus, under Gangeliswe, are to enter the CoTony 
in two bodies, the one sweeping the division of Wodehouse, the other that of Queens* 
town, and uniting in the direction of Cradock, whilst part of Kreli's forces, on the 
other hand, keep along the sea-coast, and part cross the Bontebok Flats to Eland's 
Port; the Amatola mountains, the scene of former Kafir wars, being assigned as the 
ultimate rendezvous of all the invaders. 

4. This programme strikes me as more like the product of Europeans 
brains than of Kafir, nor has the Government yet obtained the slightest clue 
from any quarter as to its having really been concocted. On the contrary 
Mr. Levey, the Agent with the emigrant Tambookies, writes that on the I3th 
instant Mattnzema, Gangeliswe's brother, wbo may be supposed to feel aggrieved 
at not being allowed to reign in his stead, came to him with other Chiefs to pay a 
large sum of money which they had suibseribed towards the contemplated erection of 
a bridge over the White Kei, on the road to Queenstown, an act quite inconsistent 
with warlike intentions, whilst Mr. Wright, the Chief Magistrate in Tembu-Land 
proper, reports that cattle-stealing between the Tambookies and the Galekas under 
Kreli was going on as actively as ever along the disputed boundary between the 
two tribes, a sure sign that no very good feeling prevails. Letters from traders and 
others, quoted by the Press deny still more positively that there are any signs of an 
approaching outbreak. 

5. On the other hand, however, the most recent accounts represent Kreli as 
restless and dissatisfied at not having more land, and the Civil Commfssionerof Kinff 
William's Town mentions by the last post that in conversation with the loyal Chiefe 
named by Mr. Brownlee, they did now begin to think that the old Chier might be 
brewing mischief. 

6. Great alarm has, of course, been excited by the rumours referred to all along 
the frontier, where many since the Langalibalele affair are predisposed to believe 
that an understanding exists between the Zulus and Basutos and some of the tribes 
on this side the Drafcensberg, and where, as indeed throughout South Africa, the 
unfavourable news recently received from the seat of war in the Transvaal has 
produced a profound sensation. 

7. At Dordrecht (Wodehouse) and at Queenstown something almost approa^ch- 
ing a panic is said in the newspapers to have seized the inhabitants, the volunteers 
mounting guard at night, and the throwing up of earthworks to protect the towns 
being debated. 

8. Under such circumstances my advisers, though they do not believe that there 
is any cause for alarm, cannot ignore the fact that alarm exists, and have determined, 
with my full concurrence, to adopt all the precautions in their power. 

9. Part of the Snider rifles and ammunition just purchased from the Imperial 
Government has been ordered by telegraph to be conveyed to the towns mentioned, 
under escort of a sufficient body of police, who will for the present be stationed in 
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their vicinity. A portion, too, of the police now serving in the Transkei will be 
concentrated nearer to these places, and other frontier posts strengthened. 

10. A trustworthy Agent will forthwith be dispatched to Kreli, to ascertain his 
intentions and to watch his movements, whilst the Secretary for Native Affairs will 
proceed in person by the next steamer to East London, to use his indubitable 
influence over the Gaikas and other tribes in preserving peace. 

11. I have likewise felt it my duty, after consulting the Lieutenant-General 
Commanding, to request that the two companies of the 24th Regiment, sent to 
King William's Town to replace the wing of the I3th on "its removal to Natal, 
should be retained on the frontier, at any rate for the present, in place of being, as 
contemplated, brought down to Cape Town at once by the transport " St. Lawrence," 
which is daily expected at East London with three companies of the 32nd Regiment 
from Mauritius. 

12. These measures will, I feel sure, tend to restore confidence ; and unless 
unforeseen events from without, such as a Zulu war or the occurrence of some 
startling reverses in the Transvaal, should react unfavourably on the situation here, 
I see no reason for apprehension in the present aspect of affairs. 

13. At the same time I think it right to add that the possible eventualities of 
the moment in South Africa are such that if it were still convenient for the 
Secretary of State for War to send out some little time beforehand, as formerly 
proposed, a regiment to relieve the 32nd, so as to admit of both serving here 
simultaneously in case of emergency, there can be little doubt that it would be the 
safest policy that could be pursued. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) HENRY BARKLY. 



Inclosure 1 in No. 50. 
Mr. Dugmore to the Hon» C. Brownlee. 



(Telegraphic.) Queenstovm, July 13, 1876. 

SECRET information. Kafirs invade, in spring, Nehemiah, New England, 
Gangelizwe, Dordrecht, and Queenstown, Kreli, Eland's Post, and sea coast. All 
concentrate at Amatola. Do send means of holding our ground before path is 
closed. 



Inclosure 2 in No. 50. 

Office of the Secretary for Native Affairs, Cape Town, 

July 14, 1876. 

THE detailed nature of the contents of telegram just received will cause great 
panic upon the frontier; but without more circumstantial information, I am not 
able to judge of the amount of credence to be placed upon the contents of the 
telegram. 

The reports from the various residents upon the frontier lead to different 
conclusions from what might be based upon the telegram. 

In Kreli's tribe we have Mapassa, a cousin of Kreli, who has for long desired 
to become independent, and wishes to place himself strictly under the Government. 
He has long publicly advocated such measures amongst the Gcalekas as would 
place them on the best understanding with the Government, and has strongly 
opposed any course leading to the opposite result. Mapassa is, therefore, regarded 
with great suspicion by Kreli ; but as a large section of the Gcalekas adheres to 
him, and he has ample means of knowing what is passing even in Kreli's most 
secret Councils, I think, if the arrangements spoken of in the telegram had actually 
been agreed upon, Mapassa would not be ignorant of them, and, I believe, would at 
once communicate them to Government. 

Immediately adjoining Kreli's country is the Idutywa Reserve ; the two prin- 
cipal Chiefs there are Smith and Sigidi. I believe that in case of any disturbance 
Sigidi, although a Gcaleka, would stand by us. As to Smith, I have no doubt his 
only safety is in adhering to us. Both of these Chiefs have ample means of 
knowing what is going on, but have made no sign ; and even though they were 

/ 
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faithless, I believe many of their people would report any hostile movement to the 
Government. 

Adjoining the Idutywa Reserve, and abutting on Kreli's country, is Fingoland. 
The existence of these people depends on their adherence to us, and if the Idutywa 
joined Kreli, he would have to deal with the Fingoes before he could advance a 
single step. The Fingoes have means of knowing what is going on, and I do not 
think that such an extensive plan of operations as is mentioned in the telegram 
could be arranged without their knowledge, and, consequently, ours. 

The next tribe is that of the Tembookies. Gangelizwe feels sore at having been 
deposed, and though at first he had very little sympathy from his people, a reaction 
has now set in, and the national veneration for the person of tlie Chief has 
induced many of the Tembus to overlook the atrocities of Gangelizwe, in conse- 
quence of their freedom from them for the last year, and more especially on account 
of his humbled and degraded position. But even among the Tembus, and taking 
into consideration their changed feelings, I think there would still be many men 
who would frankly intimate to the Government officials anything which was proper 
for them to know. 

Nehemiah Moshesh was for a short time notorious by his efforts to organize 
an union among the native tribes, with a view of resisting what he professed to 
believe to be the object of a Confederation of the various South African Colonies 
and States ; but his efforts have failed ; he has now returned to his former insigni- 
ficance, and it is not likely that he would have a hundred followers if he attempted 
to overrun New England. 

In the division of King William's Town, we have William Kama, and the Chief 
Toise, loyal to the back-bone. These two men would not conceal any hostile 
movement from Government, and they have ample means of knowing what is going 
on, and yet have given no information. 

The fact cannot be ignored that, for some time past, various disturbing causes 
have been in existence, and this being the case, alarming rumours have been circu- 
lated, and it is very easy to imagine how the alarming report in the telegram may 
have got into circulation, if people once imagined a rising probable. 

In all rumours of a warlike nature which, for the last four years, have 
frequently been circulated, the Gaikas have invariably been associated with Kreli, 
but very singularly they have on this occasion been left out of the arrangement. 
No rising can be effected without the Gaikas, and we have many loyal men among 
them who would report any organization for rebellion, at least so I found it when I 
resided among them. 

I have for some time past urged the greatest vigilance on all officers in the 
Native Department, but have heard nothing from them of an alarming nature. 
Nevertheless, I think we must use every effort to get at the bottom of these war 
reports, and in the meanwhile we should send supplies of arms and ammunition to 
Queenstown. This, to some extent, will have a quieting tendency, but beyond this 
I do not see that we are, with present information and under present circum- 
stances, prepared to go. 

(Signed) C. BROWNLEE, 

Secretary for Native Affairs. 



[nclosure 3 in No. 50. 

Newspaper Extracts. 

'' Port Elizabeth Telegraph;' July 11, 1876. 

Fort Beaufort. — On the subject of a native war the Advocate writes thus : — 
" We are very glad to learn, from reliable authority, that there are no grounds 
for believing that any serious restiveness prevails among the natives either within 
or beyond the border. A correspondent, in whom we have every confidence, writes 
to us expressing his surprise at the warlike rumours which he notices by the 
Colonial papers are current in the Colony. He writes from the very midst of 
the tribes amongst whom it has been reported that symptoms of hostility were 
perceptible." 

The following is an extract from the correspondent's letter alluded to : — 

" By the papers I see that reports are being spread in the Colony to the effect 
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that the uatives are contemplating an outbreak before the end oC the year. There 
are not the least signs of such being the case. ' Within the last few days forty mea 
went from this part to work on the public works ia the Cokxiy. Everything is 
qyaiet, amd the people are busy harvesting their crops. 

'' There is not the lea&t danger of a war with the Government, as tfac mass, 
of the people too clearly realize the many advantages they possess as British 
subjects." 



'' Fort Beaufort Advocate^'' Judy, 14, 1876. 



The Tkakskei. — ^We are glad to observe a renewal of confidence. Two nephews, 
of Mr. T. Brown, of Hilton^ have just arrived home from a journey through the 
Transkeian country. They have come down during the last few dfays from near 
tAe borders of Natal. They report all quiet; and the Kafi'rs say that it is the white, 
men who are trying to get up a talk about a war, Mr. Brown says he considers 
these constantly recurring alarms are very injurious to the country; and for hia 
own part he has* no apprehension of any outbreak, and has sent his sheep dcEwn to 
the Komgha, not far irom the Kei, where that river forms the boundary of Kreli's 
country. 



m. 61. 

Governor Sir U. Barkly, G.C.M.G., K.C.B.y to the Earl of Carnarvon.— {Received 

August 14.) 
My Lord, Cape Town^ July 21, 1876. 

ALTHOUGH I had just time to send by last mail-steamer, for your Lordship's 
information, an extra issued by the "Standard and Mail," with a telegram from. 
Kimberley, giving the news received there up to the 14th instant, respecting the war 
in the Transvaal, the Diamond Fields' Post arrived too late iathe day to enable me to 
add, as I intended, a postscript to my despatch, reviewing the position by the light both 
of the written details which it brought up to the Tth, and of this further telegraphic 
summary. 

2. It appears from the former that the first skirmish alluded to in the previous 
telegram took place on the 23rd ultimo, forty or fifty miles due north of Middelburgh, 
with the advanced guard of 160 men of President Burger's own division, under Com- 
mandant Smidt, who, finding a petty Chief, Matsepe, indisposed to aid him, attempted 
to storm his kraal, situated on the top of an isolated hill, but desisted after meeting 
with some slight loss. 

3. According to the later news, the President himself,, coming up on the 4th instant 
with 1,000 whites and 400 blacks, renewed the attack, and, on the 6th, gained a 
complete victory, his troops carrying, what his Honour styles, " this Kafir Gibraltar;'' 
and capturing some com and cattle stored there, though not without a loss of ten killed 
and thirty-seven wounded. 

4: Meanwhile, the second division, under Commandant-General Pretorius, having 
by negotiations induced the petty Chief Mapoch to promise co-operation, had advanced 
from Middelburg to within six miles of his kraal (which lies about fifty miles east of 
Matsepe's) , from which point the two columns would move nearly parallel with each 
other (a lofty mountain range, however, intervening), until they converged ultimately 
for the purpose of investing Sikukuni's stronghold. 

5. It will be seen that the country to be traversed is described as affording every 
facility for defensive warfiare, and that the Chief's forces are said to be well armed and 
well provisioned. 

6. The third or Leydenburg division, of which Field-Comet Coetre (not Smit, as 
formerly reported), was elected Commandant, seems to have been taken by surprise by 
Johannes in the original skirmish near Kruger's Post on the 24th ultimo, and to have 
been, since that date, altogether unequal to cope with the marauding parties sent out 
by him and other petty Chieftains to plunder farms and drive off* cattle. 

7. Its weakness appears to be mainly due to the non-arrival of the 2,000 friendly 
Swazis expected to form part of it, but who, up to the 6th instant, are reported not to 
have been heard of. It seems possible that they may have been detained at home 
by fear of the Zulus, as the latest reports of Cetywayo's movements are not very 
encouraging. 
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8. The most serious danger Ttideed to wh\eh the Republic is exposed, arises from 
the fact that its armies are leaving the vrhole soutti-eastem frontier improtected in their 
rear, while even on the north-west the capital itself, Pretoria, is so defenceless that it is 
said to be threatened by Kafir hordes, who have committed outrages within fourteen 
miles of the town. It is clear that, with such a et»te of things, nothing but a rapid and 
brilliant series of victories can avert terrible disasters. 

9. As it is in the Leydenburg district that the Gold Fields are situated, it is 
satisfactory to learn from the telegram of the 14th that the diggers had not, so far, 
been molested, and that the natives had even retorned cattle vhen they heard that they 
belonged to Englishmen. This has arisen probably from the diggers having announced 
their intention of taking no part in a struggle, which many of them regard as aojust 
in its origin, unless they should happen to be attacked. 

10. Trusting that the news via Kimberiey expected this afternoon may be of a. 

more reassuring character, I have, &c. 

(Signed) HENRY BARKLY. 



Inclosure in !No« lil. 



Newspaper Ea^racts, 



From the " Volksstem^ 

Tub Seoocoeot IVak. — ^Pirst Skirmisb: aot) Tight. — The following news wms 
received per express from the Commando on Tuesday : — 

On the 23rd, Commandant Smit, with 150 men of the Pretoria contingent and two 
guns, arrived at Matzepe^s kraal, ahout forty or fifty miles to the north of Middelburg, 
and demanded some men from the Chief for the purposes of the Commando. 'Rie *Cbief 
employed all sorts of dodges to evade the demand, saying he was a subject of Becocoeni, 
and afraid, if the latter should prove victorious, he would kill him (Metzepe) if he 
assisted us. After a great number of messages had passed to and fro, the Conmaandant 
at last resolved to attack him, and at once surrounded the kop. A skirmish of some 
hours' duration ensued, during which two of our men were slightly wounded, and a couple 
of horses disabled, by the enemy. The Commandant then resolved to stop the attack, 
and await the arrival of the main body of the commando, upon which the kop will 
either he stormed or the enemy starved out. The latter course would be comparatively 
easy, as we understand Matzepe's kraal is situated on an isolated kop. Meanwhile this 
kop is kept surrounded by Commandant Smit's men. The wounded men are Mr. Philip 
lAinnaar, of the Pretoria district, and one artilleryman, whose name has not been 
mentioned ; both got a bullet through the fleshy part of the leg. 

The above was published as an extra by us on Wednesday, in time for that day's 
posts. Shortly after our ''extra** was out, we learnt that the wounded artilleryman was 
Mr. "F. J. Celliers, brother to the Editor of this journal. The wound is said, however, to 
be of very little importance, having been caused by a spent bullet which had entered 
under the skin just below the knee-cap, and was cut out after the patient had ridden an 
hour-and-a-half on horseback. Mr. Minnaar got the bullet through the thigh, and is 
said to have lost much blood. We have not, however, got suflSciently reliable particulars,, 
but, from all we have been able to gather, the men must have acted well under fire. 

Our special correspondent writes on the 19th ultimo that Lieutenant-General Smit 
is a great favorite. The commando, Pretoria and Eustenburg divisions, consists of 1,160' 
men, white and black, and 178 waggons, making a train of nine miles when on the ** trek.''' 
The Potchefstroom, Heidelberg, Middleburg, and Lydenburg divisions, having taken a 
more eastern route, our correspondent did not know their strength. The people on 
commando are on the qui vive for the Kjifirs, and sentries are duly posted every night, a 
different watchword being given out every day. Some messengers sent to Andries 
Mambano^ who was thought to be obstreperous, had returned with the news that Andries 
was on his way to the commando with a detachment of his men. It was thought the 
commando would be at Secocoeni's on the 1st of this month (to-day), but we don't think 
it possible, after the affair with Matzepe. 

The post just arrived brings news of extensive cattle raids near Kruger's Post ; tmy 
spans of oxen stolen from Mr. James, 130 head of cattle from Widow Meijer and others, 
also 400 head from Crocodile River. A fight of some hours' duration ensued, during 
whicb^ as far as could be ascertained, fifteen Kafirs were killed, but the enemy succeeded 
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in carrjiag off the cattle and also their dead. Comniandant De Villiers slightly wounded ; 
some narrow escapes. More particulars afterwards. 



Supplement to the *' Standard and Mail" 

^'Standard and Mail" Office, Friday, 12 noon. 
Latest Telegbams. — ^Thb TaANSVAAii Wae. 



Complete victory by the Army of the ITorth — Mothibi's Stronghold stormed — 
Pretoria threatened — ^Extensive Kafir Raids in Lydenburg District — Battle reported 
from Middelburg. 

The following telegrams have just been received from our Kimberley correspon- 
dent : — 

Kiwherley, Friday^ July 14, 1876. 

Transvaal mail arrived last night after telegraph office closed. To make news intel- 
ligible divide war news under three heads. 

The Army of the North. — Burger's march to Mazepas mountain ; reinforced Smith. 

Friday, 7th July, " Volksstem " states Mothibi Kop attacked by 1,000 whites and 
400 blacks on 4th ; 1 white and several allied Kafirs killed ; 6 whites wounded. Kopje 
stormed up to the Schansen. President feared he should have to besiege and starve out 
niggers, Pretoria threatened by Kafirs ; scout party of 1 00 volunteers assembled, and 
patrol sent out. '^ Volksstem " extra of 8th says Mothibi's stronghold finally stormed, 
6th instant. Despatches from President annoimce complete victory. Inclosed list of 
killed and wounded ; 3 whites and 7 allies killed ; 2 field-comets, 13 white men and 22 
allies wounded. President jubilant. Enemy's loss not reported ; 40 cattle, some goats, 
sheep, and 200 muids corn captured. Reinforcements of allies under Captain Dahl 
arrived, 260 strong. Ammunition with Colonel Weatherel and wife arrived. 

Lydenburg Division, — Kafir raids on Sabie, Kruger's Post, Speckboom River and 
Crocodile very successful. Boers lost altogether 2,000 cattle; pursuits unsuccessful, 
Kruger's Post only being successfully defended. Diggers not molested at Gold Fields. 
iN'atives returned Englishmen's cattle. ISlo Gold Fields mail to hand at Pretoria. Battle 
reported from Middelburg. 

Pretorius Commando. — This had marched from Middelburg toward Mapoch. 
'* Transvaal Argus," July 10th, says : — " Joubert and Ferreira report from Mapoch that 
he will give the Boers as many men as they require. Commando only six miles from 
Mapoch's mountain. All other news only rumour, opinion, or unreliable talk. 

Kimberley News. — Crisis abating. Money still scarce, but no failures yet. Diamonds 
dirt cheap, retition signing, asking Government to define miners' rights as a perpetual 
leasehold of claim and Horting-place. *' Independent " denies truth of telegram about 
Robinson's extravagance. Local Banking Company started. Credit Company basis on 
claims projected. No reliable news about elections ; results not yet gazetted. Mines 
half idle. Great crack in east reef ; production much diminished. 



From the ^^ Daily News*' {Cape Town). 
Latest Telegrams. 

The War in the Transvaal. — Kame Stronghold Taken. — Pretoria Threatened 

Immense Loss of Stock. 

Kimberley f July 14, 1876. 

Transvaal mail last night. 

President's despatch, 6th July : ^' I have the honour to inform you that our arms 
have, after an obstinate fight of two days, achieved a glorious victory. Mathebe's 
mountain is taken. The few remaining Kafirs who were still hidden in the caves have 
fled. We think we may be certain of having conquered Secocoeni's most formidable 
stronghold. We will retain firm possession of this Krffir Gibraltar, fortify it, and 
provisionally make it a hospital for the wounded. I have seen the kop which we have 
taken, and am of opinion that not a single Kafir stronghold will stand before our 
burghers. Charles Mears, P. Nel, and Dowing killed, with seven native allies ; fourteen 
wounded, with twenty-two native allies.** 
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Newspapers say Pretorius had not joined with his force. Prinsloo, of Kameel 
Poort, near Pretoria, killed, and all his cattle taken. Some of Secocoeni's army detached 
to bum Pretoria. Things serious at Lydenhurg. Amazwazies expected there on 6th. 
Two thousand cattle lifted. H. Breytenbach's house and wheat burnt ; also Dalmane's 
and Specboom River wayside house. Kruger's Postlaager attacked on 3rd by 1,000. 
Many cattle taken. Ketchwayo sent two spies to Wakkerstroom to kill his rival 
TJmtonga. Nearly succeeded ; one arrested. Ketchwayo demands him. Fresh com- 
mandeering at Potchefstroom, 600. Many burghers who deserted brought and fined. 
Newspapers report war proceedings on Boer's part quite ludicrous. 



From the ^^IndependenV {Kimherley), July 4, 1876. 

The Teansvaaii T¥ae. 

(From our Special War Correspondent.) 

Head-Qmrters, Army of the East, OliphanVs River ^ 

June 21, 1876. 

Besides our neutral neighbour Mapoch, whose views on neutrality will be speedily 
dissipated by Pretorius' advance, we have many other enemies, some of greater others of 
less strength. If Mapoch's neutrality is converted into hostility it will take at least two 
months to root him out, so premising this I shall go on to the others. 

Sikukuni, I am informed on the best authority (that is men who have been living 
at his head place), can place in the field 20,000 fighting men, all armed with rifles, many 
of them very good ones. His mountains are diflScult of access, affording almost in- 
numerable positions and very fine cover for the defensive party in guerilla war. His 
cattle will also be difficult of approach, and he is said to be well provisioned, some of his 
people having even tauntingly asked our Field Cornets if they wish to buy provisions. 
He is a very strong Chief, and if he succeeds in snatching a victory will become doubly 
dangerous from the following his prestige will secure. Some say he won't fight, but men 
of sense think that our waggons and cannon alone would induce him to try it, or even if 
he was not rebelliously disposed at all. 

Johannes has a tribe of well equipped horsemen, and is also a very dangerous enemy. 
His men are thorough mountaineers, and are well armed and provided with plenty of 
good active mountain reared horses. He is a cunning savage and has built a fort, which 
he calls Fort William. He confidently states that he is prepared to defy all the Boers in 
the South African Republic, and from all reports, the leading men in our army consider 
his stronghold all but impregnable. We also have reason to fear the interference of 
iSecheli, and, in the event of a long war, even Lopingulu, the successor of Moselikatze, 
the great Chief of the Matabele, wiU have a shy at us, which will perhaps make us shy of 
him. With this horde of Kafirs against us, I am afraid we must get help and that 
before summer. In my next I will send you particulars of how the Lydenhurg commando 
is getting on. Give my best regards to all friends, especially our insolvent friend, and 
believe me as truly as it is possible for a man to be who corresponds with a newspaper. 

Tours faithftdly, 
(Signed) The Captain of the Excubtionists. 



Prom the ^^Independent" (Kimberley) July 8, 1876. 
Engagement at Kbugeb's Post. — ^The First Blood Spilt. 

(^< Gold Fields Mercury.*') 

We are indebted to an eye-witness for the following graphic account of the first 
engagement of the Kafir war, which took place at Kruger's Post last Saturday, and we 
take this early opportunity of thanking our informant for the courtesy with which he has 
so promptly favoured us with this news : — 

*' Kruger's Post, June 25, 1876. 

" Yesterday morning a cry was raised in the Laager that the hills around were full 
of Kafirs, and a few minutes later a messenger came from De Yilliers' farm to say that 
Johannes' commando were taking the cattle. 

" Within ten minutes twenty-five men were in the saddle, and headed by Field- 
(46S) L 



74 

Comet de Villiers, made for the fields above us, Soon w^ separated into parties of two, 
and at last, after an hour s search, came on three Kafirs, to whom we gave chase. Owing 
to the stony nature of the country, we did not reach them before they had succeeded in 
hiding in a deep ravine. We had barely reached this ravine, when my companion, 
A. Esbach, called out that he heard shots down towards the Leydenberg Road, We 
immediately raced as hard as we could pelt down to where the sounds came from. On 
reaching the flats, we saw K. Prinsloo's houses on fire, and a mile further on we saw our 
friends engaging a large body of Kafirs. Putting spurs to our horses, Elsbach and I rode 
straight for the scene of action. Our road led us through the swamps, and then past 
Mahowkale's kraals. Kever suspecting anyone to be concealed there, we rode carelessly 
past the first huts, but just as we were within fifty yards of the last of the huts, I saw a 
musket gleam through the hut^ whereupon I shouted to Esbach, ^ Look out ;' but scarcely 
had the words left my mouth, when whizz came a bullet, and my mate reeled in the 
saddle and almost fell. He was, however, not wounded, the ball having passed through 
his beard, and it was the ^ wind ' from the bullet that had made him reel. We both 
leaped off our horses, but, before we could fire, another shot whistled between us, while 
a third bullet struck my horse on the fore leg, but did not break the bone. Esbach now 
fired at the hut from whence the shots came, and I saw a Kafir gun fall outward through 
the hut. I then fired at the same place, but with what effect I do not at present know. 
We, being then in an open mealie field, judged it best to retire about fifty yards, where 
ve could get a better shot at the Kafirs, who, however, seeing help coming to us, retreated 
from the huts towards a number of other Kafirs on the hill. 

" Having now made the best of our way through the swamps, we soon joined our 
friends on the other side. Here I met K, Princeloo's horse, wounded in the same place 
as mine. Here also I found George Archer, who had fired away all his cartridges. He 
very kindly took my wounded horse back to the laager, and let me have his own. 

"Having now a good horse, I soon joined the main body of Boers, and the whole of 
us galloped up to where the fighting had been done. Here we found Field Comet De 
ViUiers and party, who reported that the Kafirs had got into the rough country on the 
Spekboom, where it would have been madness to follow. All the party had been engaged 
in action, and most of them with success. Captain Dietrich potted the first Kafir, and 
then a number were shot in quick succession by the Breytenbachs, Prinsloo, &c. My 
brother and young De ViUiers charged a number of Kafirs, and when within 60 yards 
they dismounted. My brother was just in the act of firing, when a bullet from a Kafir, 
who had a breech-loader, whizzed past his head, struck de ViUiers' horse's neck, went 
dean through, and tore a furrow in the owner's coat. De VUliers and my brother fired 
simultaneously, and the Kafir bit the dust. The Field Comet was almost knocked sense- 
less by a stone which one of the bullets knocked up. The Kafirs were in such force that 
they carried off their dead and wounded, the main body covering their retreat. We have 
therefore ho means of discovering what loss they sustained, but a large number must have 
been killed. 

'* While we were entangled among the hills, the largest part of the Impi cleared off 
our cattle, while about 400 were left to fire the houses and protect their retreat. 

" George Eobus and Hendrik Breytenbach, two of the pluckiest men in the field, were 
sent to the dorp to report. They returned that night and informed us that the Lyden- 
burg people had driven an Impi into the Spekboom Hills without loss on either side. 
We also heard from Mr. James that two of his waggons had been plundered, and the 
oxen taken, on the road near Spekboom. My father had a load of goods on one of the 
waggons. 

'* We got information this morning that the Kafir who was captured along with 
J. Burger's cattle last week had been killed and his fat been broiled over a fire. The 
spy also said that another of the Impis had gone to the Sabie, and one to the Crocodile. 

•* Mahowkale, who had fled from the kraals where I was shot at, reports that the two 
herds in charge of the cattle stolen by Johannes yesterday, had been shut up in ViUiers' 
kloof. 

"J. w. ar 
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No. 32. 

4 

The Crown Agents to Colonial Office. 

Sit, Downing Street, August 17, 1876. 

I HAVE to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 3rd instant,* having 
reference to a despatch from the Government of the Cape of Good Hope, reporting 
that a statement had been made in a Transvaal newspaper that it was the intention 
of the Government of the South African Republic to use explosive bullets in the 
approaching war with the Kafirs. 

In compliance with the Earl of Carnarvon's instructions, the Crown Agents 
have made inquiry with a view of ascertaining whether any explosive bullets are 
being shipped from this country for South Africa; and at the same time they have 
endeavoured to find out whether any bullets of the kind have been recently manu- 
factured in this country. 

The Crown Agents cannot discover that any explosive bullets have been, or are 
being shipped from this country to South Africa, — none have been taken out either 
by the Union Steam-Ship Company, or by Donald Currie's line, or by the British 
India to Delagoa Bay. 

The cartridge and bullet manufacturers of London and Birmingham state that 
they have not supplied any, as also do the percussion-cap makers, who would be 
likely to make the tubes for such bullets. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) W. C. SARGEAUNT. 



No. 53. 

Lieutenant'^ Governor Sir H. E. Bulwer^ K.C.M.G,, to tht Earl of Carnarvon. — {Received 

August 25.) 

My Lord, Government House, Maritzburg, Natal, July 20, 1876. 

THE maii from the Transvaal, which arrived here two days since, has 
brought news from Leydenberg to the 12th instant. A letter dated the 6th July, 
from the President, who is with the Pretoria Commando in advance, to the State 
Secretary, is published in the Transvaal papers. It reports that the Burgher force 
with him had, after two days' fighting, stormed and captured a mountain fastness 
held by a native Chief named Mathebi. The Burghers had tost three men killed 
and fourteen wounded, besides twenty-nine native allies killed and wounded. The 
loss of the opposing Kafirs is not stated. 

2. From other accounts it would seem that Mathebi is a Chief living near 
Middleberg, who had refused to join the Boers against Sikukuni, and who was 
attacked in consequence. 

3. The Kafirs, on the other hand, it is stated have carried off great numbers of 
cattle belonging to the Boers. In some instances where cattle have been taken 
belonging to and claimed by Englishmen they have been restored, the Kafirs 
avowing their wish to avoid any conflict or interference with English persons. 

4. An Amaswazi contingent of 7,000 had arrived at Leydenberg, and other 
allies of the Transvaalers were proceeding to join their Commando in the field. 

6. I inclose, for your Lordship's information, some interesting extracts from 
private letters which have been received here from Pilgrim's Rest, Leydenberg, and 
Hamilton^ which the recipients have kindly permitted me to see and take copies of. 

X have ^z.c 

(Signed) ' HENRY BULWER. 



Inclosure 1 in No. 53. 



Pilgrim's Resty July 10, 1876. 

« « « « « « 

IN the present state of affairs it is of no use to send orders for what is or 
ought to be wanted, for the last week or ten days the Kafirs have done as they 

* No, 46. 
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like, and swept off the cattle for miles round, and very few have been recaptured 
hitherto. 

One of the Spitzkop diggers has just been telling me that when the Kafirs 
made the raid there and took off about 1,100 head of cattle, the Boers, eight in 
number, said they would follow the next day; two of the diggers offered to go with 
them if they would provide horses, to which they agreed, as they had two horses 
there belonging to strangers, also two of their own stowed away in a kloof, how- 
ever the two first-mentioned horses were gone, and they would not let them have 
the others, as they feared the men might be too venturesome and their horses be 
shot ; the Boers, therefore, rode after them, saw the Kafirs with the cattle, and 
returned without any attempt at recapturing them. 

We heard yesterday that 650 men of tne Pretoria Commando had arrived at 
Kruger's Post, so possibly they may now act on the offensive. No news of the 
arrival of the Swazis ; it was reported again last week that they were at the 
Crocodile, but we have heard that tale so often now that we begin to doubt 
whether they mean coming. So far the Kafirs do not appear to want to molest 
Englishmen or take their cattle if they do not interfere with them. Three instances 
have already occurred in which they have been returned ; two I think you will see 
in last week's paper ; the third was the case of a man who had been sawing in a 
bush about forty miles from this, he went into that neighbourhood last week for 
a load of mealies, there were two parties of Kafirs who took his cattle, but -on its 
being represented to the Captain that he was an Englishman, and some of the 
Kafirs knowing him, the cattle were returned. I think, therefore (and hope so too), 
that so long as we mind our own business they will leave us alone, but it is really 
a very serious affair for us, our supplies wont last for ever, and there is nothing 
coming in now. Although things are looking blue, we can't be unanimous and pull 
together for defensive measures. Some few will join together and build a laager 
for themselves; another says he will protect himself; another that he has nothing 
here, and will put his swag on his shoulder and hook it, &c., &c. ; though if we 
could really see the pinch coming I have no doubt but the men would take their 
stand, and stand well. I don't think they would see their property taken away 

quietly. 

« « « « « « 



Inclosure 2 in No. 53. 

Hamilton f July 11, 1876. 

• « « • « 

THE war with. Sikukuni does not affect us much here, but if the Zulus begin 
we shall have to send our women and children, and other baggage to some place of 
safety. 

Rudolph writes that Cetywayo is shuffling about a meeting that was arranged 
to take place this winter to try and arrange our dispute with him, and insists as 
one of the terms of settlement that he be allowed to attack our allies the 
Amaswazi, and that he, Rudolph, is afraid we shalt have to go to war with the 
Zulus, but at present thinks Cetywayo is watching our proceedings with Sikukuni, 
and I hope he will keep at it for a couple of months more, when the summer will 
begin and we are safe till next winter, as Kafirs only begin war in the winter. 
There is to be a meeting this day week of the inhabitants of New Scotland to 
decide as to what steps are to be taken, in case of a shindy with the Zulus, with 
the women and children, cattle, &c. As far as the Sikukuni affair has gone the 
Kafirs have had the best of it, having taken 1,000 cattle and killed one of our men, 
but by this time the tables will be turned, as the Swazi contingent, about 6,000 
strong, will have arrived at Leydenberg, and there will be a general move to the 
front. The Swazis cannot stay out long so the action taken will be decisive, and 
if the Swazis get into Sikukuni's stronghold there will be a general massacre of men, 
women, children, dogs, and fowls, as they got licked last time by the Sikukunis, 
and have sworn to let nothing but the cattle escape. I think the present plan, in 
case of having to skedaddle, is to send the women and Children to Newcastle, and 
then go to the front ourselves. There is nothing for us but Confederation, this is 
not the popular feeling, and .Mr. Bergers is dead against it, but I think we shall 
have to give in for safety's sake. If the Zulus begin now we shall have a hot time 

of it, and be ruined for years. 

« « « « « 
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Leydenberg, July 12, 1876. 



ANOTHER post and nothing done, so far as we know, towards the restoration 
of peace and order, and nothing particular transpired since I wrote you last week. 
The Swazis are at Crocodile to-night and expected in to-moiTOw, and then a Com- 
mando will go on with them at once towards the scene of war. Boer meal and 
mealies are very scarce. Mealie meal 40*. Last Boer's meal, I gave 66s. 6rf. for it. 
Wednesday morning. The Field Cornet just commandeered a bucket of porridge 

from every householder for the Swazis who are just at hand. 

« « « « « 



No. 54. 

Governor Sir H. Barkly^ G.C.M.G.j K.C.B., to the Earl of Carnarvon.— (Received 

August 25.) 

(Extract.) Government Hov^e, Cape Town, July 27, 1876. 

I HAVE much satisfaction in reporting that the apprehensions entertained on 
the Eastern frontier of a Kafir invasion have to a great extent subsided, and that it 
is now generally admitted by those who were most alarmed, that there was no 
sufBcient foundation for the rumours afloat. 

So little real foundation, indeed, was there for the panic, that it would seem 
that the very fact of a gathering having been convened by the Tambookie Chief for 
the purpose of receiving subscriptions towards the construction of a bridge near 
Queenstown, alluded to in my Confidential despatch by last mail, as a sure sign, in 
the opinion of their resident Magistrate, of their friendly disposition, was distorted 
by the alarmists into a supposed cover for warlike designs. 

With a view to complete the restoration of confidence, it has been thought 
as well, however, by my Advisers, that the Secretary for Native Affairs should still 
carry out his intended tour along the frontier, visiting incidentally those Chiefs 
whose locations he passes, and checking by personal observation the reports sent in 
by the numerous subordinate officers of his Department. 

That there are sources of danger in the situation it would be folly to deny ; 
that certain Chiefs are disposed to avail themselves of any good opportunity of 
recovering the territory or the authority which they formerly possessed, is more than 
probable ; but, on the other hand, their interests are conflicting, and their influence 
over their respective tribes daily declining, and there is an absence of all trustworthy 
evidence to support the idea that a combination against the Government has b^en 
formed among tnem. 

Commandant Bowker, who like Mr. Brownlee has a life-long experience of 
Kafir wars, reports, on returning to King William's Town from leave of absence, 
that he sees no more decided indications of a hostile move on their part now than 
he has done at any time during the last ten years ; and he even deprecates his 
police being ordered off* in mid-winter to northern stations where forage is scarce. 

I may add, that Veldtman, the Headman of the Fingoes at l^utterworth, 
within seven miles of Kreli's great place, whilst complaining that stock-lifting by 
the young Galekas is more active than usual, expresses no fear of an attack, of 
which he would inevitably have to sustain the brunt in the first instance ; whilst 
the readiness with which Kreli has just given up two brass carronades smuggled 
into his country for sale, by an unscrupulous trader, confirms the idea of his pacific 
intentions. 

Still there are, both in the ordinary position, and in the special circumstances 
of the times, strong reasons for being on our guard ; and so far from relaxing any of 
the extra precautions mentioned in my last as about to be adopted, the Government 
has since been engaged in considering how to supplement them without causing 
fresh excitement, or arousing suspicion among the Kafirs. The latter, no doubt, 
narrowly watch all that is passing, and though perhaps for the most part more 
afraid of bein^ attacked than desirous of attacking, might be tempted to take the 
initiative by the precipitate abandonment of farms, or any similar exhibition of 
weakness on the part of the colonists. 

After a meeting of the Executive, at which the Lieutenant-General com- 
manding the Forces (with whom I had of course been in consultation as to the steps 
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to be taken in case of emergency) was present, it was decided that t should apply 
to his Excellency to allow an officer of the Royal Engineers to pay a visit privately 
to the north-eastern frontier, with a view to judge of the capabilities of Dordrecht, 
Queenstown, and other places for defence by their inhabitants ; advantage being 
taken of his journey to make a reconnaissance of that part of the country, which is 
of course far more settled and populous now than it was a quarter of a century ago, 
at the close of the last military operations. 

Having made application accordingly, Lieutenant Main, R.E., has been 
despatched on this service, by the same steamer in which the Secretary for Native 
Affairs left, and will probably accompany him throughout his tour. 

No other precautionary measures are deemed advisable until the whole 
subject of Frontier Defence has been reported upon by the Commission which 1 am 
about to nominate in conformity with the desire of Parliament. The investigations 
of that Commission will, it is hoped, lead to the adoption of some definite and com- 
prehensive scheme of military organization, the want of which would be sure to 
create confusion, if not disaster, should a Kafir outbreak unfortunately at any time 
really come to pass. 

(Signed) ' HENRY BARKLY. 



loclosure in No. 54. 
Extract from the " Grahamstown JoumaV* of July 19, 1876. 

The Dordrecht Alarm. — The "Frontier Guardian" writes: — 

" On Thursday news was received that a large meeting of Tambookies was 
about being held in Kafir-Land, ostensibly for promoting some great object, but 
it was asserted that the gathering might in reality have quite another object. 
Yesterday news was received that the Rev. E. Warner had sent a messag^e to 
Mr. Hemming, C.C. and R.M. of Queenstown, to the effect that the Tambookies in 
his locality appeared to be restless and disturbed, and we understand that the 
information was telegraphed to Cape Town. This news was confirmed by the 
arrival of the Queenstown post. One letter — written by an old colonist of vast 
experience and keen discernment — was shown us yesterday, from which we append 
the following : — 

'* ' It is now our turn to be alarmed. An express has been sent in by the 
Rev. E. Warner to our Resident Magistrate, stating that the Location Tambookies 
in his neighbourhood are very unsettled, and that there is evidently something 
brewing. I am told that 500 stand of arms and a large quantity of ammunition 
are on the way to Dordrecht. These were purchased and dispatched by Government 
as soon as the 10,000/. for defensive purposes was voted by Parliament.' 

'* When we state that the Rev. Warner is a son of the late Mr. J. C. Warner, 
for many years British Resident with the Tambookies ; that the reverend gentle- 
man is at the present moment living in the very heart of Kafir-Land ; and that he 
is thoroughly acquainted with the natives, and their manners and customs, we 
think we will have said enough to prove that this rumour of a native outbreak is 
not all moonshine, as some of our contemporaries are trying to make out. 

" Yesterday afternoon the Wodehouse Volunteers mustered in Market Square, 
and marched to the Municipal Powder Magazine on the outskirts of the town, 
where a large number of Snider cartridges, &c., were stored. These were all 
removed to the gaol for security. Last evening six men of the corps, under 
command of Lieutenant Spillman, were detached for duty on the goal, and picquets 

1)atrolled the streets the whole night. When we mention that the six men on duty 
ast night comprised a bank manager, two merchants, a Government land-surveyor, 
a chemist and druggist, and an agent, and that they each did their four hours of 
duty — the guard going on at 7 p.m. and going off at 7 a.m. this morning — those at a 
distance may perhaps realise to themselves that affairs are indeed critical. Nothing 
can exceed the praiseworthy spirit shown by our Volunteers. On the bugle 
sounding the '' assemby " yesterday, merchants rushed out of their stores, followed 
by their clerks, and fell-in in the ranks; attorneys left their offices, and followed 
suit; tradesmen of all sorts suspended work and hastened to the rallying point. 
Business was at a complete standstill, and more than one store had to be locked up, 
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owing to the fact that employers and employees were membera of the Corps, and as 
such had to answer to the call of the bugle. 

*' Hitherto, the authorities in Cape Town have discredited the war rumours, and 
treated the warnings of them with contempt. When this district has been plundered 
and devastated— when farm homesteads have been sacked and burnt, and their 
occupants (including women and children) cruelly butchered — the authorities in 
Cape Town may perhaps be aroused to a sense of their duty. It is possible that a 
war may be averted — or at any rate rendered less horrible and revolting — by the 
adoption of precautionary measures. One of these would consist in at once sending 
a strong body of the mounted police hither, to awe the natives and restore confidence 
among the panic-stricken farmers, many of whom have trekked, and many more of 
whom are preparing to do the same. Let the Government awake before it is too 
late ; the danger is increasing daily. • Where are the police ? Where is the 
Government fort we were promised two years ago? Where are the Gatling guns ? 
To all intents and purposes we might as well be governed from Timbuctoo as from 
Cape Town." 



No. 55. 

The Earl of Carnarvon to Governor Sir H. Barkly, G.C.M.G., K.C.B. 

Sir, Downing Street, August 26, 1876. 

WITH reference to your despatch of 6th July, and to mine in reply 
of 2nd August,* respecting the rumoured intention of the Transvaal Govern- 
ment to nse explosive bullets in the war with the natives, I transmit to you, for 
your information, a copy of a letter from the Crown Agcnts,t in reply to a letter 
which I caused to be addressed to them, instructing them to endeavour to 
ascertain whether any explosive bullets were being shipped for South Africa. 

I have &c 
(Signed) ' CARNARVON. 



No. 56. 

The Earl of Carnarvon to Governor Sir H. Barkly^ G.C.M.G.^ K.C.B. 

Sir, Downing Street^ August 26, 1876. 

I HAVE received your despatch of 14th July,} with one from the Administrator 
of Griqua-Land West, relating to further complaints on the part of the Baralong 
Chief Montsioa, of encroachments by the Transvaal Republic on the territory 
confirmed to him by the Keate Award. 

This is one of a class of questions which is rapidly growing in importance, 
and which, it is clear, must very shortly receive the most serious consideration of 
Her Majesty's Government. When circumstances permit, it will be necessary to 
approach the difficult and delicate task of determining generally what frontier shall 
be recognized in the case of the South African Republic. 

In the meantime, I approve the proceedings adopted by Major Lanyon for 
ascertaining the state of the case. 

I have &c 
(Signed) ' CARNARVON. 



No. 57. 
The Earl of Carnarvon to X^ovemor Sir H. Barkly^ G.CM.G.^ K.C.B. 

Sir, Downing Street^ August 26, 1876. 

I HAVE received your despatch of the 20th July,§ upon the subject of a 
rumoured invasion of the eastern frontier of the Cape Colony, by a combination 
of Kafir tribe)9. 

I trust, with you, that there is no cause for alarm. I have, however, in 

* No8. 42 and 44. t No. 53, J No. 48, i No. W, 
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communicating your despatch to the Secretary of State for War, stated ray opinion 
that, in circurastances so critical as they now are, it will be the safest policy to 
meet, if possible, your wishes, by some temporary increase of the force at your 
disposal. 

Referring to the excitement which you state exists among the tribes in the 
vicinity of the Drakensberg in consequence of the war in the Transvaal, I would 
impress upon you the necessity of taking all reasonable precautions, with the view 
of preventing the escape of Langalibalele, which, at this juncture, would be 
attended with great danger to the safety of both the Cape and Natal. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) CARNARVON. 



No. 58. 
Colonial Office to War Office. 

Sir, Downing Street, August 26, 1876. 

I AM directed by the Earl of Carnarvon to transmit to you, to be laid before 
Mr. Secretary Hardy, a copy of a despatch from the Governor of the Cape of Good 
Hope,* upon the subject ot a rumoured invasion of the eastern frontier of the Colony 
by a combination of KaBr tribes. 

Lord Carnarvon has no reason to believe that there is immediate danger to be 
apprehended of an attack by the Kafirs upon the Colony ; but in circumstances so 
critical as they now are, his Lordship thinks that it will be the safest policy to meet, 
if possible, Sir H. Barkly's wishes, by some temporary increase of the force at his 
disposal. 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) R. H. MEADE. 

No. 59. 

Lieutenant-Governor Sir H. E. Bulwer, K.C.M.G.^ to the Earl of Carnarvon. — (Received 

August 28.) 

My Lord, Government House, Maritzhurg, Natal, July 26, 1876. 

I INCLOSE two newspaper extracts, which will show the latest news received 
here from the Transvaal. 

2. In a private letter received from Leydenberg, it is stated that the people 
there were dreading an attack every nighty and that the Swazi contingent had 
retired home, being dissatisfied with the conduct of the Boers, and the inability of 
the Commandant. 

3. I also forward, for your Lordship's information, copies of two reports received 
from our Resident Magistrate at Newcastle. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) HENRY BULWER. 



Inclosure 1 in No. 59. 
Extra No. of «De Volksstem'' of July 19, 1876. 

Commando Nbws. — From one of two farmers, a Mr. Barnard, from this district, 
who returned this week from Commando on leave under *' urgent domestic circum- 
stances," we learnt the following particulars : They left the camp last Friday from 
Maselaroon's kraal, A report from General Pretorius' lager had just come in before 
they left that, on the previous Wednesday, a patrol of 150 men had been attacked 
by 4,000 of Sikukuni's Kafirs on the flats, that the patrol had beaten the enemy, 
killing 60 of their number, and driving the rest into the mountain. As it was too 
late in the day to follow up the advantage, our men returned to camp, having only 
two horses wounded or killed in the engagement. Next morning the Kafirs were 
gone. Maselarooq has submitted to Government. The two lagers were half-an- 

* No. 50. 
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hour apart when our informant left. Sikukuni's Kafirs say that now the ''duiker'^ 
(Mathebi's Kop), has been shot, the Boers are sure to shoot the " steenbok " also 
(Sikukuni's stronghold). We hope they are right. Our informant says the Burghers 
are very enthusiastic, and are now fairly supplied with ammunition and food. He 
says this Commando is the most orderly one he has ever attended yet. Up to the 
time of his leaving, not a single fight amongst the men had taken place. Discipline 
is very strictly enforced, but its justice is fully recognized, as, in former comman- 
does, the willing men only did the work ; whereas, now, everyone has to bear his 
fair share. 

We publish the above only on the authority of our informant. At the same 
time, we may state that he was present at the submission of Maselaroon, and that 
this part of his narrative is confirmed by private letters. For a long time no express 
has arrived from the commando. 

The news from Leydenberg is still very unsatisfactory. The raids briefly 
reported by us on the 8th are fully confirmed by the " Gold Fields Mercury." From 
Spitskop 500 head of cattle bad been carried ofi'; from Trichard's, 20; from Kameel 
Krantz, another lot, number not stated ; from Esbach's farm a lot was taken, and 
13 Kafirs killed; and, in a second raid on Spitskop, another batch of cattle was 
swept off, and young Coetzee killed. On the 3rd 1 ,000 Kafirs made another raid on 
Kruger's Post. The " Mercury ** learns ''that they entered openly and fearlessly 
upon the flat, up to within a few yards of the walls of the laager, that they were 
heard joking and taunting the Boers, and actually tried to drive away the oxen 
from the wagons round the laager. It does not appear that any attempt was made 
by the Boers to sally out upon them or repulse them, but that they remained in the 
laager all the time, while the Kafirs drove away all the cattle they could lay their 
hands upon, clearing out the cattle kraal, and a kloof where a lot were kept. The 
Boers fired out from the loop-holes, but it is not known whether they did any 
damage amongst the Kafirs, who went quickly off after they had taken the cattle. 
After they had gone, a small party set off after them, but nothing was recovered." 
Another account says the young men in the laager were eager to go out and fight 
the Kafirs, but the Commandant would not allow them, and closed the gates. 

Since the engagement at Kruger's Post on the 24th June, it has been ascer- 
tained that there were about 700 Kafirs concerned in it, and amongst the " spoil " 
picked up by the Burghers of the laager, were a Kafir Bible, addressed by 
Mr. Allison, missionary, of Natal, to one of the Christian Kafirs at Johannes, and a 
Primer also from Mr. Allison to another Kafir. These books must have been dropped 
by the owners when making off from the pursuit of the Burghers from the laager. 

The best news from Leydenberg is that 1,500 Swazies had arrived, and that 
Johannes was to be attacked on the 13th. We are anxiously awaiting reports of 
the result. 

At the Gold Fields active measures are being taken for the defence of the place. 
Captain Fraser has again been elected Commandant, laagers are being built, and 
the storekeepers have offered to supply .the laagers with necessaries. 



Inclosure 2 in No. 59. 
Extra to ''Natal Witness'* of July 26, 1876. 

The Transvaal War. — Our Gold Fields' correspondent, under date July 14th, 
statesHhat things are very quiet in this district, and nothing more is heard of the 
Kafir impis, as they have " lifted *' nearly all the cattle out of the district. 

Youn^ Coetzee, it now seems, was shot by one of his own people, and not by the 
Kafirs at £ul. 

We append the postcript to "OurOwn's^' letter, dated Pilgrim s Rest, July 
17th, with an account of the attack on Johannes by the Boers and the Swazies from 
lieydenburg, which* took place last Friday morning at 8 a.m. Only a few particu- 
lars have yet come to hand, having been brought in by Mr. E. F. Simpson, who was 
an eye-witness from an adjacent hill. The Swazies behaved with great bravery, but 
the Boers stood away at a distance of 2,600 yards, and left the Swazies to do all. 
The latter advanced in three bodies, and did not flinch in the slightest degree before 
the fire of the enemy. They drove Johannes' people out of their kraals, and took 
away a lot of their cattIe,Xiso killing a large number of their people. The particu- 
lars as yet in my possession are, as I have said, very imperfect, but if I learn any- 
thing more before the mail closes I will let you know, 

(4i63) M 
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A most deplorable affair occurred to Mr. Clement James, brother of Mr. R. T. 
N. James. He was lying in the grass about twenty-five yards in front of the Boers, 
when a Boer (who, it is supposed, mistook him for a Kalir) fired upon him. The 
ball passed through the groin, inflicting a most dangerous wound. How he escapi&d 
being shot dead is wonderful. More will, no doubt, be heard of this affair, and I 
shall have something further to say about it when fuller particulars are to hand. 
At present it has excited great indignation here. 

The cattle taken by the Swazies are reported to have been between 300 arid 400. 
It is also reported the Boers claimed all of them at once, and that the Swazies were 
greatly dissatisfied at this. No doubt further particulars shall also soon be heard 
on this matter. 

Just as 1 write a report has come into camp that the bumber of killed and 
wounded of the Swazies during the attack was between 80 and lOO, and that 
Johannes himself is amongst those killed on his side, the numbers of which at-e not 
known. The Swazies have, it is said, refused to act any more under Commaridaht 
Coetzee, and a new commandant is to be appointed. Johannes' people w^re drlveh 
quite out of their kraals^ which were burnt, but they were still firing from the kloo^ 
when the Swazies retired. 



The *' Transvaal Argus " publishes a short extract, which we give in full. The 
news is not, however, important : — 

" Commandant' GeneraVs Campy 6 miles from Mapoch. 

'* Joubert and Ferreira have just returned from Mapoch, where they have been 
to ask his intentions ; he says now, ' that he will give us as many men ab vf6 
require.' You will be all glad to hear this. 

"Allen, of the Potchefstroom contingent, has been flogged and turned out of 
the camp for getting drunk and threatening the lives of the Field-Cornet and 
Con. Botna. 

" Potchefstroom, July 10." 



Inclosure 3 in No. 59. 

Minute. 

Newca^tlcy July 11, 1876. 

SINCE my minute of the 8th, nothing of importance in connection with the 
Kafirs and others over our border has transpired. 

The Boers living near and about the Zulu border in Utrecht district are ih 
laager near to.the Blood River, and not far from oiir BUffdlb RiVfel* boUildary. The 
Zulus, so far as I can ascertain, are quiet. 

At Wakkerstroom the Boers send out a patrol every night, but frbtfa all J can 
learn their fear of attack is groundless. 

My division, Newcastle, is perfectly quiet, although a feeling of uneasiness 
seems to prevail among the Dutch population. 

Reports, not of a reliable nature, have reached me to the effect that several 
encounters have already takeil place between the Transvaal forces and the ** impi " 
of Sikukuni (Sicocoene). 

It seems, however, true that an encounter did occur bfetween a Dutch pHtrOl 
and a party of native raiders. Of the latter, several wer6 shdt ; but the remainder 
succeeded in carrying off the booty, about 120 head of cattlfe. 

I yesterday received a letter from Hamilton, New Scotland, written by iAy 
brother, who is employed there surveying the Glasgow Company's estated^ and I 
annex hereto an extract therefrom. 

(Signed) M. OSBORN, Risideni Magistrdtt. 

The Hon. Acting Secretary for Native Affairs, 

Natal. 



Inclosure 4 in No. 59. 
(Extract.) tiamilton^ July 2, 1876. 

BY Idst post 1 sent you the last " Courant," containihg the '* Commando ** law^ 
which is worth perusing, and so is the Kafir law. 
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Bell and J have just returned from th(^ Swazi country. Some time ago he 
received orders frqpi thp President to sepd to the Swazi King for an army of 2,QQ0 
men, to assist the Republic against Sikukuni. He (Bell) sent Buchanan, his 
brother-iq-law, ancj Piircocks. The King promised to send the army, and subse- 
quently ordered out the men. The 'men met. The usual cattle were killed for 
them, and they were told to go home! No one here knows why the King disbanded 
them, nor can form the least conjecture as to his probable reason for having acted 
thus. Certain it is, hp^yever, thfit at the time and place appointed for meeting the 
army, there w^s no q-rmy: and the Kafirs there pretended total ignorance. Bell 
was told to go to the King himself, and at his request I accompanied him. He, I, 
and a Kafir to act as interpreter, started last Sunday, and a more miserable journey 
1 never had. The wind blew a hurricanp, find the cold was intense. On Monday 
we had a cold sleety rain all day, and got wet through. We reached the King's 
kraal the s^,me nigl>t, and h^^ to 9le^p ip wet clothe^, &c 

A Dutchman named Kcester was therp pn our arrival. He was sent by the 
Leydenberg people to get the Swazi contingent. He had had a meeting with the 
King ancj Chiefg thp same flay prior to our arrival, and a few thousand men wer^ 
promised to him, thus forestalling Bell. 

The next morning there was a meeting of the Chiefs. They renewed their 
promise to send the men. and appointed a time when Koester was to meet them at 
Crocodile River, — nine days. Whether they will keep their promise this time 
remains to be seen ; but, judging from their apparent willingness to send the 
cpntingent, I think they mean business. 

The ej^cpse they made for not sending the army as first promised was that the 
King had given a '' puberty dance '' in honour of his sister. I look upon this as a 
mere subterfuge, and not as the true reason. They stated, moreover, that the 
Boers had a trick of causing them to advance whilst they decamped, leaving the 
Amaswazi to be killed, without losing any men themselves. This assertion so raised 
the iriB of Koester that he nearly jumped down their throats and silenced them, at 
which crisis I quietly remonstrated with him. 

You will perceive that the Commando Law is very strict; that if I left the 
Republic now, and went to Natal, I should be liable to a fine of 500/., or imprison- 
meht for a long period 

You will hear from me again in reference to the war, and 1 shall keep you 

informed of 2|.nything occurring worth communicating. 

' ' » « « « • 



Inclosure 5 in No. 59. 

Minute, r 

N^wcastU, July 22, 1876. 
NOTHING of importance has transpired lately on the border* 
The Zulus, so far as I can learn, are perfectly quiet. 

I ascertairipd to-day that two of Cetywayo's Indunas were yesterday at 
Utrecht to see the Lapddrost ; their business was of a purely civil nature, and not 
of any importance. 

Since the arrival of last week's mail cart no reliable news has reached this 
from the seat of war in the Republic. 

Should anything of importance come by the cart which is due this evening at 
Newcastle, I shall immediately transmit a report thereof. 
My own division was never more quiet than it is now. 

(Signed) M. OSBORN, Res^ent Magistrate. 

The Hon. Acting Secretary for Native Affairs. 



No. 60. 

Governor Sir H. Barkly, G.C.M.G., K.C.B., to the Earl of Carnarvon. — {Received 

August 28.) 
(Extract.) Cape Town, August 4, J876. 

SINCE addressing your Lordship on the 27th ultimo,* as to the ^$pect of 
things on the frontier, I have received telegrams from King William's Toyvn from 

* No. 64. 
(453) M 2 
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the Secretary for Native Affairs, who arrived at that place three days ago, which 
are on the whole of a reassuring character, the older Chiefs, including Kreli himself^ 
being represented as opposed to war. 

Mr. Brownlee has already started from King William's Town for the 
purpose of visiting Sandilli, Kreli, &c., and I have no doubt now that his interviews 
with those Chiefs will be of so satisfactory a nature as to render it needless for me 
to send any further telegrams to your Lordship. 

I have &c. 
(Signed) ' HENRY BARKLY. 



No. 61. 

Governor Sir H. Barkly, G.C.Af.G., JK.C.B., to the Earl of Carnarvon. — {Received 

August 29.) 

My Lord, Cape Tovm, August 4, 1876. 

I DID not write officially last week as to the progress of the war in the 
Transvaal, because the post which left Kimberley on the 21st, and arrived as the 
mail was being closed, brought nothing of importance, whilst the telegraphic 
accounts down to the 28th, contained in a Supplement to the "Standard and Mail," 
purported to give no news of a reliable nature. 

2. A report of a great victory over Johannes had been published at Pretoria 
on the 22nd ultimo in the " Volkstem," but afterwards contradicted ; and though it 
seemed probable, from the rumours in circulation, that the Swazis had at length 
come up and attacked that Chief, their reported return to their own country did 
not look as if the attack had been verv successful. 

3. The accounts subsequently received through Natal, though not of later date, 
serve, as will be seen, to fill up this outline. These savage allies of the Republic, 
numbering 2,400, arrived at Leydenburg on the 13th ultimo, and agreed, in concert 
with the Burgher force of 185 men and two field-pieces, to drive Johannes from his 
stronghold on the Spekboom River, where he is said to have had a garrison of less 
than 200 men, the rest of his people having been sent to reinforce Sikukuni. 

4. The Swazis are described as having executed their part of the programme 
with great bravery, unsupported by the ^Boers, except as far as the artillery was 
concerned. They actually carried the kraal and set fire to the huts, ruthlessly 
killing the women whom they found in them; but not being able to succeed in 
reducing^ the kind of fort which Johannes had erected in the midst, retired 
eventually with 150 head of cattle which they had captured. 

5. These seem to have been claimed by some of the Boers as having been 
stolen from their farms. Enraged both at the absence of the support they were 
promised, and at this attempt to deprive them of their booty, the Swazis three days 
later returned in disgust to their own country, to the great joy apparently of the 
inhabitants of Leydenberg, whom they had kept in state of constant terror. 

6. On the same day, the 17th ultimo, a visit was paid to Johannes by two 
missionaries with a view of offering assistance to his wounded ; but they found him 
too indignant at the slaughter of twelve women of his tribe to accept aid, and he 
vehemently upbraided one of them who was an Englishman for the countenance his 
countrymen had given to such barbarous proceedings. So far from admitting his 
defeat, he declared that he had only lost three men. whilst the Swazis had left 
behind the dead bodies of thirty-seven of their numbers. 

7. It is to be feared that he may retaliate on the European population now 
that they are abandoned by their native allies, it being evident that little is to be 
expected in the way of resistance from the Leydenberg Commando, unless it be 
speedily reinforced from the other divisions. 

8. Whether there is any better foundation for the report of another great 
victory, published in the Pretoria " Volkstem " of the 19th ultimo, as having been 
achieved by a patrol of 150 of Pretorius' Commando over 4,000 of Sikukuni's men 
still remains to be proved. The fact seems scarcely credible, and it will be 
observed that Johannes assured the missionaries, on the contrary, that Sikukuni 
had twice repulsed Pretorius. Should the waggon due last night at Kimberley 
have arrived punctually, I may probably be able, by aid of the telegraph, to give 
your Lordship some idea of the truth in a postcript. 

9. Fortunately matters have not been further complicated by any hostile 
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demonstration on the side of Zulu-Land beyond an unsuccessful attempt on Cety* 
wayo's part to have a brother^ who is a refugee in the Transvaal, assasinated. 

I have &c. 
(Signed) ' HENRY BARKLY. 

P.S. — I inclose a telegram from Kimberley just published. It confirms the 
account of the failure at Leydenberg, but gives a more encouraging report of the 
prospects of President Burgers and Commandant-General Pretorius; the latter 
having, •as previously rumoured^ been successful in a skirmish against a greatly 
superior force. 

H. B. 

Inclosure in No. 61. 
Newspaper Extracts. 



(No. 1.) 



The Transvaal War. — There seems after all to be some news in the Natal 
papers to hand per " Walmer Castle" yesterday, about the war in the Transvaal^ 
although all the dates are older than the " Volksstem " of the 22nd, upon which the 
telegram received by us on Friday was founded. Perhaps by to-morrow's post and 
telegrams the apparent contradiction will be explained. 

The following are extracts from letters to the "Mercury." The first (without 
date) says : — 

*'0n Thursday last, the 13th instant, the long expected Swazi commando 
arrived, having been brought up by Mr. Hans Colster. A Krygsraad (Council of 
War) was at once held, and it was arranged that the Boer commando and cannon 
should go in on the one side, and the Swazies on the other, to attack Johannes. 
When a flag was hoisted the rush was to be made, and they started that afternoon. 
The next morning, after a few shots were fired by the cannon — at a range of about 
2,500 yards, having had great difficulty to transport the cannon to their position — 
the flag was hoisted, and the Swazies went up as coolly as though nothing was 
taking place, under a heavy fire from Johannes' fortifications, stepping over those 
who fell, and never breaking the order of their march till they arrived at the forts, 
when, with a yell, they scrambled over, assisted by their comrades' backs, when the 
work of death began^ lasting about half-an-hour, when all the men and women and 
children were assegaied, except a few who escaped into a cave, and three or four 
women they brought out with them, Johannes' principal wife being one. During 
this time the Boers were coolly looking on at a very safe distance, the Commandant, 
Cornelius Coetzee, refusing to go in to help the Swazies or to allow any of his men. 
About ten English, Europeans, and Cape Africanders went part of the way down 
the mountain, and begged for twenty-five more men to go in with them, but were 
denied. 

*• The Swazis then drew off and came into Leydenberg, swearing death to 
Coetzee ; and the Boar commando straggled away to Rruger's Post, not occupying 
Johannes' town, and not knowing how many were killed nor how many left alive. 

" The endurance displayed by the Swazis was wonderful ; men bleeding down 
their back from an assegai stab, shot through both legs^ &c., walked into town 
here ; about thirty were killed, and same number wounded. The noise that Friday 
night was terrible, and a great destruction of property took place, beams, planks, 
bed planks of waggons, doors, &c., being taken to cook meal, and mealies rifled 
from empty houses, no one daring to say much, as the Swazies were in a bad 
temper, from the way they had been sold by the whites ; the Chief swearing he 
would spit in Coetzee's face, and assegai him. However, a message was sent him 
not to come into town, which met him on the road, and he turned back to Kruger's 
Post; so as yet we have not seen our brave (?) General. On Saturday, Sunday, 
and early part of Monday, the stores and houses were kept carefully closed, the 
Swazies going about in small parties, begging for everything, great or small, they 
had a fancy for, and helping themselves were no one saw them or the place was 
unoccupied. On Sunday night everyone was very nervous, expecting a raid would 
be made and the stores sacked, and there was very nearly a rupture occurring. A 
number stole all the meal and mealies and utensils of all kinds from an outlying 
house, but the Chief was sent for, and he flogged the marauders — about 200 — at 
last dispersing them. Monday morning the Chief ordered his men home/' 
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The next letter is dated Leydenberg, July 19, and states : — 

'' The day before yesterday, the Revs. Thorne apd Bawpo went out to 
Johannes to see if they could be of service to any of the wounded, and after 
waiting were admitted to the kraal ; but the people declined all assistance, and 
Johannes upbraided Mr. Thorne for allowing the English people to take part in the 
attack upon him, saying that he had always understood that the English were 
brave and noWe, and did not murder women and children, nor allow it to be done, 
nor even countenance it by their presence ; and said the attack had been made like 
an attack of wild beasts, and not like Christians ; and that they employed the 
Swazies to do what they dare not do themselves, and they had killed his women 
and children. However, he claims to have gained a victory, as he says thirty-seven 
Swazies (which Mr. Thorne counted) were killed, and only three of his (Johannes') 
men and about twelve women. [\^ also s^jc} th^t he had news that Sikukuni had 
repulsed Pretorius' commando twice, and that when he came to Leydenberg he should 
then look out for the women and children, whom he should not have interfered with. 
This is the report I hear to-day. 

" To-day another attack is to be made by the Boers ; but if the attack is the 
same as the last, it will not result in much. 

*^ To-day Mr. W. H. Cooper Landdrost 2|.nd Mr. N. Breda start to Swazi-Land 
to try and induce them to send up another ^ commando.' The Swazi are fiends ; 
one of their own men was dying from his wounds, iust as they were leaving here, 
so they buried him alive. He struggled and kicked off the earth, so they tied him, 
and sat upon him, till he was again buried ; and two babes with their mother were 
too much trouble to take with them, so they dashed their brains out against stones 
before their mothers' face." 

Further, the " Mercury " contains the following extract from an extra to the 
<' Volkestem," dated July 17 :— 

'* From one or two farmers, a Mr. Barnard, from this district, who returned 
this week from 'commando' on leave under urgent domestic circumstances, we 
learn the following particulars : They left the camp last Friday from Maselaroon's 
kraal. A report from General Pretorius' laager had just come in, before they left, 
that on the previous Wednesday a patrol of 150 men had been attacked by 4,000 of 
Sikukuni's Kafirs on the flats ; that the patrol had beaten the enemy, killing sixty 
of their number, and driving the rest into the mountain. As it was too late in the 
day to follow up the advantage, our men returned to camp, having only two horses 
wounded or killed in the engagement. Next morning the Kafirs were gone. 
Maselroon has submitted to Government. The two laagers were half-an-hour 
apart when our informant left. Sikukuni's Kafirs say that now the duiker 
(Mathebi's Kop) has been shot, the Boers are sure to shoot the ' sternbok ' also 
(Sikukuni's stronghold). We hope they are right. Our informant says the 
Burghers are very enthusiastic, and are now fairly supplied with ammunition and 
food. He says this ^commando' is the most orderly he nas ever attended yet. Up 
to the time of his leaving not a single fight among the men had taken place. 
Discipline is very strictly enforced, but its justice is fully recognized, as in former 
'comman^^oes ' the willing men only did the work, whereas now everyone has to 
bear his fair share." 

A correspondent, writing from Pilgrim's Rest on the 17th, states that Sikukuni 
is reported to be surrounded in his mountain fastness by the *• commandoes," under 
Commandant General Pretorius and the President; and is said to have recalled all 
his people on hearing of their approach; hence the small number of defenders 
found in Johannes' kraal. The same correspondent, referring to the attack on 
Johannes, writes: — 

"The plan laid out was, so I heard, as follows: The Amaswazi were to enter 
Johannes' stronghold on the north-west side, and the Boers, or Burghers, on the 
opposite, and both were to attack at once; the artillery was to be stationed on a 
rise commanding Johannes' stronghold, and to keep on firing till the Amaswazi 
were ready. The Amaswazi went to their post, and, at a given signal charged, in 
three separate bodies, Johannes' stronghold. They were received by a volley, but 
did not flinch an inch, still keeping on at a trot. They succeeded in entering, and 
took possession of the place for at least three-qiiarters-of-an-hour, taking all the 
cattle that were there. I heard from an eye-witness that the way the Amaswazi 
fought was really splendid and a sight worth seeing." 



/ 
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'' Standard and Mail^^* August 3, 1876. 

(No. 2.) 

AS to the TfahsVadl rlews vVhich reached us yesterday, vi4 Natdl, by the 
*' Walraer Castle," it is rhbslly the same as that published ih Monday's " Uajie 
Times," and Tuesday's *' Argus/' but of course some Jiarticulars appear in a cleat'et' 
light when bead in a paper than When reported in a telegram. This is especially 
the case with thie affair of the SWazi. They arrived, according to k corresponderit 
of the '* Mei-cury,'* on Iho 13th, and after a council of war had be^n held they 
stormed Johannes' strorighbld. The Swazi, to the number of :2,000br 3,dOO, were to 
attack oh one side, and did theit work adihirably ; but the Dutch farmleris cJf Leyderii 
berg and the neighbourhood were kept back by their Cafitkin, and thi^ caused thSS 
Swazij oil theli* returh, to sWear at their allies and tb leave the place. Johdnnes 
and the greater part Of his tribe, Whose Humber is hot dbovfe l80 fighllhg then, Was 
reported to have been killed, together with a number of women and children ; bilt 
afterwards, his place being visited by two English clfergyto'eti, it ap^fearfed thdt he 
was alive, and even claimed the victory^ only three of his men, besides some women 
and children, having been killed, and whereas upwards of thirty of the Swazi had 
fallen. As it is well known that the Dutbh farmers generally require a good leader 
to fight successfully, and as Captain Coetzee, for all we know, may be a bad one, it 
is by nb Means impossible that thb acboiiht of thb ^atal paper is ih accohiahce With 
truth, but it should not be forgotten that its correspondent is evidently prejudiced 
against the Dutch. 

The last news from the Transvadl afmy has been taken from ah fextra to the 
" Volksstem " of the 17th ultimo, and contains the report^of the attack of the 4,000 
Kafirs on 150 Burghers, and their defeat with a loss of 60 men ; and ih the same 
account it is also stated that Generdl Pretorius' army was but half an hour distant 
from that of the President. As it appears from a telegt-am in the '' Eastern Star" 
that the false report, which was mentioned in our Kimberley telegram, referred to 
the affair of Johannes, it is evident that the news of Monday's " Cape Times '* is of 
greater importance than we were formerly aware of. 



(No. 3.) 

Kimberley, Friday, July 28. 

The Transvaal War. -Transvaal waggons arrived at 12 o'clock last night. 
Brings not one line of truth or fact beyond previous advices from either commando. 
Every statement is either rumour, unauthorized, or contradictory. 

Latest dates are — ''Burgers and Pretorius, 9th and 11th, all oiF which you have 
tip to date of Keith's death. 

Pretoria.— '^Volksstem" of 22nd contains report and contradiction of great 
victory over Johannes. As there was no truth in it, I omit dfetails. which are 
voluminous and highly imag-inative. Missionary Marenski, with two fellows named 
Grobbelaar and Smith are the fathers of the lie. 

The only fact is from Leydenburg that Amazwazi contingent had .returned to 
their homes from Middelburg. A fight is rumoured, but almost certain to bfe the 
Magnet Heights' skirmish retold and extended. 

No Grbld Fields mail. Will telegraph again if other news by private sources. 
George Reston again in town. 

1 P.M. — G. Reston explains Leydonberg position thus : — '' Leydenberg is in sight 
at two-and-a-half hours' distance of Waterfall Mountain (Johannes' stronghold). 
Amazwasis did come up to attack it, but from some unexplained cause, after four 
hours' skirmishing, returned fVom the position they had taken and marched back to 
Swazis-Land, deserting the Boers. I believe this to be reliable. No news whatever 
from commandos Under the white officers. 

** Kimberley was last night excited by report of Jantje having rebelled. iTour 
correspondent was informed by Administrator that no disturbance had actually 
taken place, but Lekatlong's people had threatened to burn oiit Greef, the Field- 
cornet. Lanyon started for somewhere this morning. Judge Buchanan in Boshof 
in perfect health. * Northern Post ' story unfounded." 
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(No. 4.) 

Kimberley, Friday j August 4. 

The Transvaal War. — ^Transvaal waggon arrived yesterday. Latest dates are 
•— ^' Volksstem," 29th, '' Advocate," 31st July. 

The armies of the East and North, Pretorius and Burgers eflfected junction. 
Latest advices, 21st July, left them trekking, but very slowly, towards the head- 
quarters of Sikukuni, which they expected to touch on the 27th. 

Particulars of Pretorius' advance from Magnet Heights to the point of junction 
confirm the accounts of the skirmish between 150 Burghers and 2,000 natives, in 
which the latter were defeated. Also surrender of Masselaroon on Friday the 14th. 

Many headmen and petty chiefs have also submitted. Immense reinforcements 
constantly moving up. The combined forces may now be estimated at 6,000, with 
some 300 waggons, 7 cannons, and 1,000 camp followers. 

Leydenberg news of disaffection of Amazwazies, and misconduct of local qam- 

Eaign confirmed. Amazwazies put Leydenburg under contribution, and then marched 
ome. 

Gold Fields entirely cut off. 



No. 62. 

Governor Sir H. Barklyt G.C.M.O., K.C.B., to the Earl of Carnarvon. — {Received 

September 6.) 
My Lord, Cape Towi, August 11, 1876. 

I HAVE the honour to forward a telegram from Kimberley, containing news 
received there yesterday by the Pretoria post cart. 

2. The accounts from the seat of war are confused and contradictory, especially 
as regards the Leydenburg division, the old rumour as to Johannes' death, which 
has been completely disposed of, being still kept afloat. It appears to be on the 
other hand but too true that the Swazis, on their road home, committed great 
depredations. 

3. From President Burgers a despatch dated 26th ultimo had been received, 
reporting the destruction of the town of a petty Chief, who, pretending to be 
friendly, had led the advanced guard into an ambuscade: 5,000 huts are stated 
by his Honour to have been burnt (possibly this is a typographical error), and 109 
dead bodies found in them, laid in three heaps. The joint attack on Sikukuni's 
stronghold, which, according to last week's telegram, was to have been made on the 
27th, is now reported to have been fixed for the 2nd instant. If so, the story told 
by a passenger as to his (Sikukuni's) having been driven out of it prior to that 
date, must be unfounded. 

4. It seems doubtful, indeed, whether the junction of Pretoria's division with 
that of the President, previously reported, had, even at the date of the latest 
accounts, actually taken place, for the paragraph stating that ''the army had 
recrossed Oliphants' River on the 20th, seeking an easier road to Sikukuni than the 
Steel Poortroad," can only apply to the force under the former, which was advancing 
by the eastward route. Intelligence of a more decisive character may be looked 
for by next mail. 

I have &c. 
(Signed) ' HENRY BARKLY. 



Inclosure in No. 62. 
Extracts from the Supplevfient to the *' Standard and MaiV^ 

Pretoria^ Saturday^ July 29, 6 p.m. 
The Teansvaal War. — No Leydenburg post yet, owing to old contractors having 
no caitle on the road. Latest war new« in " Volksstem." Contradictory accounts 
about affair at Johannes. Landdrost Cooper states he is still strong in his nest. 
Revs. Nachtigaal and Merensky both say he is dead. Reported that Sikukuni has 
sent word to his under-captains to come and help him as Boers and Swazies have 
polished off Johannes. Most people believe that Johannes is dead. Nearly all 
Sikukuni's petty captains have submitted to Government — Matzipe, Massaleroon. 
Garontha, Splactaiparaschela, Maquili, 6cc. Burgers' and Pretorius' laagers united. 






89 

Latter laager was attacked by about 3,000, sent to attack laager by night. Enemy 
routed, leaving twenty-five dead on the spot. Said that a small detachment coming 
up to laager had been attacked by an overwhelming force of the enemy, but without 
success. Enemy got tremendous lot killed ; three whites said to be killed and good 
few wounded ; requires confirmation. Army was one day's march from Sikukuni's 
on 22nd. Latter expected to be attacked this week. Exciting news expected next 
week. 

Commandant Coetzer of Leydenberg deposed ; likely to be tried by court- 
martial. 

No more time for particulars ; post leavins;. 

[The above telegram should have reached us last week. — Ed. " Standard and 
Mail."] 

Pretoria, Saturday^ August 5, 4 p.m. 

No post from Leydenberg yet ; supposed to be detained at Middelburg ; awaiting 
post from the laager. 

News from laager to 26th July. Patrol went out to Mapaslella, alias Mutla 
who pretends to be peacefully inclined. Promised to send a guide to show where 
Sikukuni's cattle were. His overtures accepted. Guide led our men into a most 
dangerous place, where there were no cattle ; attacked by Mapaslella Kafirs, but 
managed to escape ; took guide with them, who was tried by court-martial, together 
with Zulu who endeavoured to murder Umtonga. Both sentenced to death and 
executed on 26th. 

Another patrol under Lieutenant-General Smit sent out to punish the traitor 
Mapaslella. Latter totally routed. 5,000 huts burnt; 169 of the. enemy's dead 
found ; 260 head of cattle and lots of corn taken. 

Sikukuni likelj to be attacked last Tuesday. Reports expected ever}^ 
moment. 

Very little doubt that Johannes and all in his town were killed by the Swazies 
on the 14th. Supposed, however, that the town has been re-occupiea in force by 
the enemy. 

Kademeyer, Ras, and Cilliers wounded at Mathebi's Kop, arrived in town this 
week ; getting on pretty fairly under circumstances ; will most likely go to Water- 
berg Bath. 

5 P.M. 

Leydenberg post just in. Detained through breaking of cart. No direct news 
from commando. A passenger says a report has been brought by a Kafir messen- 
ger other side of Middelburg, stating that Sikukuni has been driven out of his 
stronghold into a kloof, where he was surrounded by Burghers. Mapoch's Kafirs 
having command of entrance. This must be taken with great care, and merely as 
rumour. 

Latest news from Pilgrim's Rest, July 31st. People arriving here in numbers 
from fright. A raid made on Pretorius' Kop Station (supposed by Swazies). 
Place ransacked. Kafirs pulled down houses and destroyed everything. Must 
have got drunk. They left a lot of guns and Government ammunition. No lives 
lost. An Englishman, who went from here to his farm at Orighstad, found 
murdered there. The whole of our brave commando go to attack Sequi, a Kafir 
Chief below Orighstad. 

I think Commandant De Yilliers is right in this, as this lot has been known to 
have commenced raid on cattle about here, though they profess to be friendly, and 
have not sent men to assist Sikukuni. 



(From our Kimberley Correspondent.) 

Kimherleyi August 10. 

Transvaal mails arrived this morning. 

Latest dates :— " Argus," 4th, '' Volksstein," 5th, and '' Advocate," 7th. Gold 
Fields paper, July 28th. 

Licydenberg district news confirmed by evidence of Solothi Mobkesheng, a former 
wife of Sikukuni. Death of Johannes. Johannes Kop is, however, still in hands of 
enemy and refortified. Coetzer displaced. Villiers appointed Commandant Main 
army received submission of Chiefs, including the woman Massaleroon, Garontha^ 
Spatsla Maraschela, Magali, and made peace with Rantoo and several others. 
(463) BT 



\ 



Latest date July 26th. Army had recrosscdOliphant's River on the 20ih, seek- 
ing an easier route to Srkukuni than the Steel Poort Road. A patrol went out to 
Mapaslella on the 20th, and that Chief made overtures promising cattle aad guides, 
and was trusted by the Boers. He sent guides with the patrol, consisting of 800 
men and one gun, to lead them on to Sikukuni's cattle. Boers were really led 
into ambuscade, from which they fought bravely out, losing only De Beer, of 
Gatsrand. 

President's despatch, July 26th, says : — 

"To\^n of Mapaslella, aZia5 Mutli, taken by Lieutenant-General Smit ; 5,000 
huts burnt, 169 of the enemy laid dead in three heaps ; 260 cattle taken. Traitors 
haaged.'* 

Battle of 13th, in which Pretorius' people engaged over 2,000, confirmed. 

All other news rumour or talk. Transvaal papers rebuke '* Diamond News " 
and ** Argus.'' Boers very kind to enemy's wounded. Atrocities reported in Natal 
paper utterly untrue. 



No. 63. 
The Earl of Carnarvon to Governor Sir H. Bao'kly^ 0.C3I.0., JT.CB- 

• 

Sir, Downing Street, September 6, 1876- 

1 HAVE the honour to acTcnowledge the receipt of ycwr despatch of the 
4th ultimo,* reporting the progress of the war in the Transvaal territory. 

f have, &c. 
(Signed) CARNARVON 

No, 6i. 

Governor Sir H. Barkly, G.C.M.G., K.C.B.^ to the Earl of Carnarvon. — (Received 

September 16.) 

My Lord, Government House y Cape Tovm, August 14, 1876. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge your Lordship's despatch No. 220 of the 
12th ultimo,! pointing out the dangers to Her Majesty's Possessions in this part of 
the world to be apprehended from the warlike proceedings of the South Africao 
Bepublic. 

2. Although at the date quoted none of my communications on this subject had 
reached the Colonial Department, despatches subsequently received there, both from 
myself and the Lieutenant-Governor of Natal, will have snown how fully both of us 
concurred in your Lordship's anticipations, which have indeed^ to a certain extent, 
been already realized. 

3. I have also taken care to supply the fullest information obtainable as to die 
progress of the war with Sikukuni since hostilities were commenced against that 
Chief by the forces of the Republic towards the close of June. 

4. By the weekly post last Saturday I forwarded, as directed, copy of your 
Lordship's despatch to President Burgers, under cover of a few lines from myself, 
in which I dwelt on the confirmation of the views therein expressed by subsequent 
occurrences, and suggested that it was not yet too late for his Honour to seek the 
friendly intervention of the British Government in dealing with the native 
difficulties which beset' the Republic. 

5. Whether this will produce any effect or not, as regards the Sikukuni war, is 
dependent probably on the result of the final attack on the stronghold of that Chief, 
about to be made at the date of the last accounts, but it may at any rate do good 
in the case of the border dispute with the Zulu King, in which I should imagine his 
Honour will not now be scrry to secure the mediation of the Lieutenant-Governor 
of Natal. At all events I trust your Lordship will approve of the tone I adopted. 

6. Copies of your Lor Iship's and of my own despatch have been transmitted 
to Sir Henry Bulwer. 

I have oLC 

(Signed) ' HENRY BARKLY. 

• No. 61. t No. 31. 



Inclofiiire in Na 64. 

Sir, Qovemment House, Cape TcwUy Aitgusi 1% 1876. 

I AM instructed by the Earl of Carnarvon to communicate to your Honour 
the accompanying despatch which he has addressed to me> respecting the injury 
which may be caused to British interests by the aggressive course pursued by the 
South African Republic towards the native races. 

2. It can occasion no surprise to your Honour that his Lordship should exprew 
his views strongly on this point, as you are aware that in his previous despatch of 
the 25th January last, of which copy was transmitted to Acting President Joubert, 
the objections of Her Majesty's Governjxkent to the attitude of hostility assumed in 
regardf to Cetywayo, the Zulu King, were explained with the greatest frankness and 
cordiality. 

3. The complications which thew fn consequence threatened the Colony of 
Natal are still no less to be apprehended if the same policy be persevered in, whilst 
the effects of the war in which your Honour has since engaged with Sikukuni and 
other Chiefs is already clearly exemplified on the north-east frontier of the Cape 
Colony, where vaeue rumours circulated from kraal to kraal of fighting between 
whites and blacks,, and of successful cattle-lifting by the latter, have aided in 
producing a degree of excitement among the Kafir population unknown for the last 
twenty years. 

4« It was the conviction of the community of interests which exists between all 
the States and Colonies of South Africa in this respect that led Lord Carnarvon to 
tteotion the adoption of an uniform native policy as one of the principal topics for 
discussion at the Conference which he proposed, and, although advantage nas not 
hitherto been taken by your Honoor's Government of the friendly invitation given 
by his Lordship, I feel confident that the counsel and assistance of Her Majesty's 
Government would still be readily afforded in solving the difficulties with which the 
South African Republic has to contend. 

T ngvA &C 

(Signed) ' HENRY BARKLY, High Commissioner. 
His Honour the President of the 
South African Republic* 



No. 65. 

Oovernor Sir fl. Baxkly, G.CJ£G.» ELC.B., to ike Earl of Carnarvon. — {Received 

September 16.) 

My Lord, Oovemment House, Cape Town, August 16, 1876. 

WITH reference to your Lordship^s despatch of the 12th ultimo,* request- 
ing me to consider whether^ in view of the proposals that have been made in 
Oriqua-Land West for the enrolment of volunteers to assist the South African 
Republic in its operations against the natives, 1 could not at once cause to be 
published, both in the Cape and in Griqua-Land West, a Proclamation, warning 
British subjects to abstain from so dangerous and objectionable a course, I have 
now the honour to forward copy of a Proclamation which I have issued in my 
capacity of Her Majesty's High Commissioner, with this object. 

2. Copies of this Proclamation have been communicatee! by me to the Adminis- 
trator of Griqua-Land West, and also, as directed by the despatch under acknow- 
ledgment, to the Lieutenant-Governor of Natal. 

(Signed) ' HENRY BARKLY. 

Jnclosure in No. 65. 

Proclamation. 

By his Excellency Sir H. Barkly, Knight Grand Cross of the Most Distinguished 
Order of St. Michael and St. George, Knight Commander of the Most Honour- 
able Order of the Bath, Her Majesty's High Commissioner for Native Affairs 
in South Africa. 

WHEREAS war is now being carried on by the Government of the South 
African Republic against certain native tribes, and it is to be apprehended that 

♦ No. 32. 

(453) N 2 
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British subjects may be induced to take part therein in contravention of an Act of 
the Imperial Parliament (33 and 34 Vic*, cap. 90), commonly known as the "Foreign 
Enlistment Act, 1870," copy of which is set forth in a Schedule hereto: Now, 
therefore, I, as High Commissioner aforesaid, do hereby, pursuant to instructions to 
that effect from the Right Honourable the Secretary of State for the Colonial 
Department, exhort and warn all Her Majesty's subjects to abstain from taking 
service under or in connection with any force raised for aggressive purposes during 
the war above mentioned, and do charge all persons to use their best endeavours to 
prevent any contravention of the said Act of Parliament. 

God Save the Queen ! 

Given under my hand and seal this 14th day of August, 1876. 

(Signed) HENRY BARKLY, High Commissioner. 



No. 66. 

Oovernor Sir H. Barkly, O.C.M.O., K.C.B.^ to the Earl of Carnarvon. — {Received 

September 16.) 

My Lord, Oovemment House, Cape Toym, August 17, 1876. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit copy of a despatch from the Administrator, 
reporting his proceedings in the case of Jantze Mothibe, who, misled as to the effect 
of the recent judgment of Mr. Stockenstrom in the Land Court, was assuming to 
himself the functions of an independent Chief in the north-west part of the province. 

2. Major Lanyon acted with great energy and discretion in correcting this 
impression, and it seems improbable that any further trouble will be given in the 
matter. 

I have &c. 
(Signed) ' HENRY BARKLY. 



Inclosure 1 in No. 66. 
(Extract.) Kimberlet/y August 10, 1876. 

AS I understand that exaggerated reports have been sent from here as to the 
conduct of Jantze, a Chief who lives on the confines of this province, and who, prior 
to Her Majesty's Government taking over this territory, assumed to himself a quasi 
jurisdiction over certain parts of it, situated to the north-west. I think it my duty 
to inform your Excellency of what I have done in the matter. I have, therefore, the 
honour to state as follows : — 

Some time back it was reported to me by the Acting Civil Commissioner at 
Barkly, that a son of Jantze, by name Luka Jantze, had been collecting taxes from 
people living in this province, alleging that he had a right to do so, as the Judge of the 
Land Court had given the territory to his father. As such conduct was most preju- 
dicial to the peace of the province, and likely seriously to interfere with the sale of 
the farms in that part, 1 deemed it proper to address a letter to Jantze on the 
subject (vide Inclosure No. 1.) 

On the 27th ultimo, I received his reply (Inclosure No. 2). Owing to some 
oversight my letter to Jantze was not signed, which will account for his professing 
not to know from whom it came. But I may state that Mr. Ashton, the missionary 
who translated it to him, was fully aware that I had written it, for I personally 
informed him to that effect before he saw the Chief. 

The receipt of this clearly brought home to my mind that prompt action 
was necessary, so I started for Lekatlong with the Attorney-General and six 
mounted policemen, in order to see Jantze, and inform him personally that, whilst 
he was within Her Majesty*s territories, he must obey, and be guided by our laws. 

On reaching Lekatlong, I sent for the Chief, and caused his followers, of 
whom there were many, to be present. 

I then told him *' that I had heard with sorrow that he had been doing bad 
things, and that, therefore, I had come myself to tell him that this was the Great 
Queen's land, and that she would not allow any of her subjects to be badly treated; 
that if he or any of his people assaulted one of them, I would surely punish the 
evil doer ; that he had no power to summon Raads, levy taxes, or exercise juris- 
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diction of any kind in her territories ; and that, as I wished to act kindly towards 
him, I desired to tell him this with my own mouth." 

The Chief was at first in much fear that I was going to arrest hira. He 
said, '^ Stockenstrom had given him the land." I replied that, as I believed some 
mischievous people had told him this in order to raise up trouble, I had brought 
with me the Attorney-General to tell him that this was not true. Mr. Shippard 
then read out to him what Mr. Stockenstrom had said in his Judgment, and told 
him that any farms which the Courts might award to him would be surely given 
to him, but that such award would not give him any right to exercise jurisdiction 
over Her Majesty's subjects. 

The Chief then said that he did not think it was a kind act for me to come 
with policemen. To this I replied by pointing out to him that if I had not meant 
kindly to him, I would not have come so many miles to tell him what our laws 
were, but would have treated him the same as other people who break our laws. 
That I had brought police because he had said things to Mr. Campbell he ought 
not to have said, and as Her Majesty's Representative, I was determined he should 
not say such things to me. He denied having any cognizance of what his son had 
done to Mr. Smit, but he gave me to understand that now he knew what our laws 
were, he would obey them in future. I told him that, in order that he should 
know what our laws were, I would send the Resident Magistrate down to 
Lekatlong once a month to hold a Court, and would also station some police there, 
and that if he or any of his people had any grievance or trouble, they would be 
listened to, and would get justice done to them. 

After a palaver of two hours and a-half, I again kindly but firmly warned 
him as to his behaviour, shook hands with him and left. 

On the whole I think the interview was satisfactory, and 1 do not con- 
template any further trouble from Jantze, or indeed from any of the natives either 
within or without the Province. 

Under any circumstances, however, our Constabulary and Zulu force are 
sufficient to insure and maintain peace amongst the natives. 

I have &c. 
(Signed) ' W. OWEN LANYON. 
His Excellency Sir Henry Barkly, G.C.M.G., K.C.B., 

&c. &c. &c. 



Inclosure 2 in No. 66. 

My Friend, Government House, Oriqua^Land, May 30, 1876. 

I REGRET to learn that you have been collecting taxes from some of Her 
Majesty's subjects within this Province. 

As nobody has any right to collect taxes from or interfere with the people of 
this Province, I write to warn you to stop such acts, or otherwise you will incur my 
deep displeasure. 

I have &c. 
(Signed) ' W. OWEN LANYON. 
Jantze Mothibe, Lekatlong. 



Inclosure 3 in No. 66. 
My dear Sir, Barkly, July 27, 1876. 

I INCLOSE herein letter I received from Jantze. The letter was written in 
Bechuana, but Mr. Ashton translated it for me. Jantze evidently considers himself 
Chief of the country. I do not think Jantze has written this letter himself, although 
Mr. Ashton says Jantze's son, Luka, wrote the letter. 

1 trust your Excellency will excuse this short note, as 1 have had a headache 
all the day. 

Your, &c. 
(Signed) C. C. CAMPBELL. 

To his Excellency the Administrator. 
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Inclosiire 4 in No, 66^ 

l>anslation of a letter from the Chief Jantze Motbibe to Mr. CampbeB, in answer 
to a letter from tbe Administrator oS Griqua-Laad West to Jaotze^ but whicb 
was withoot any signaitore : — 

To my Friend^ July 6, 1876. 

I HAVE received a letter^ but I wonder^ because I do not know who has 
written it, whether it was written by John Campbell or by Donovan, or whether it 
was written at Newrush. And I wonder to hear that I have no longer any authority 
in my own country, nor among my own people. But I advise you as a friend to (>e 
mindful of what you do to take away the country and its people for I, Jantze 
Mothibe^ the Chief of the Batlaping, am still waiting for the award of Stockenstrom^ 
as he said that the country had reverted to my handa. And I wonder the English 
Government can agree to the lying and stealing of the country which you say you 
have received from Waterboer and Mahura who were not the possessore of it, 
seeing that it belonged to Mothibe the Great Chief, as all the tribes acknowledged. 
We find written in the Book — " Thou shalt not covet thy neighbour's wife, nor his 
ox," but I now find that the white people are they who covet the property of others. 

I greet you, &c. 
(Signed) JOHN CAMPBELL, mtpdrift 

Barkly, July 26, 1876. 



lAclosure 5 in No. 66. 
My dear Sir, 

I HEREWITH forward to you a translation of Jantze's letter from which» you 
will see that he does not answer fully the letter of Major Lanyon to him. Moreover^ 
lie seems to have been in doubt as to the letter itself, it having been witbout 
signature, and perhaps that may account for Jantze's not signing this letter to you. 
Luka^ who wrote the letter for his father, seems to have thought that you are 
acting for your father — you will observe '^ Yone Kemel " at the begining and end 
of the letter. 

(Signed) WM. ASHTON. 

To C. C. Campbell, Esq. 



No. 67. 
The Abtfnyines PYnHection 8oeieh/ to Colonial Office. 

Canada Builcfings^ Kinf Street, Westminster ^ 
My Lord,. September 16, 1876.. 

I AM desired by the Convmittee of the Aborigines Protection Society respect- 
fully to call your Lordship's attention to the recent arbitrary conduct of the 
Transvaal Boers towards a French Protestant party which, at the time, was 
proceeding from Basuto-Land to a native* territory beyond the Limpopo. The Rev. 
Mr. Dieterlen, the leader of the mission, together with several native Evangelists 
and their families, was arrested near Pretoria; and, after the authorities had 
treated him very much as if he had been a criminal, he and his party were expelled 
from the country. 

2. Your Lordship is aware that the French missionaries in South Africa have 
bcnen most successful in their dealings with the native race, and tbat„ in particular, 
to them belongs the distinguished honour of having, by forty years of successful 
labour, raised the Basuto tribe from barbarism to civilization. 

3. It is true that these missionaries, except in one or two instances, are not 
British subjects, but, as your Lordship is aware, they reside in a British Protecto- 
rate, and are therefore equally entitled with the Basutos to the protection of tbe 
British Government. 

4. We believe that, judging from past experience, the cause of peace and 
civilization among the native tribes would be greatly advanced by such missions as 
the one the Paris Evangelical Missionary Society proposes to establish beyond the 
limits of the Dutch Republic. The Committe, therefore, beg earnestly to express 
the hope that your Lordship will insist that the Boers shall interpose no further 
obstacles in the way either of Mr. Dieterlen's or of any similar mission. 
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5. It 16 i>ot improbabte that the Dutch aothorities may allege the existence of 
the cruel and aggressive war in which they are now eogage^l as a reason for having 
dri\'cn back the French missionaries, but we are informed that long before the 
present hostilities broke out, it was decided that the mission party should not be 
alk)wed to cross the Limpopo. It is therefore manifest that the spirit which 
prompted the immediate predecessors of these same Boers to destroy Dr. Living- 
stone's Mission Station at Kuruman is still to the ascendaat, and that their desire 
Btill is to keep the natives in a state of barbarism and semi-^lavery. 

6. The Committee do not know whether this question is one that comes within 
the scope of the South African Conferences which are shortly to reassemble under 
your Lordship's auspices at the Colonial Office, but they venture to express a hope 
that, having regard Co the great interest which both the natives and the missionaries 
take in the Conferences, and to the immense influence which these meetings are 
likely to exercise on the destinies of the tribes of South Africa, some person directly 
quali6ed to represent the native or missionary element should be invited to attend 
the future deliberations of the delegates. The Committee direct me to submit that 
it would be a public advantage if a gentleman who, by his knowledge of the Kafir 
tribes and his connection wiwi missionary enterprise, might fairly be entitled to sit 
as a representative of the natives, should have an opportooiCy of taking part in the 
dtscossion of the all-important question of native policy. 

I faave;^ &c« 
(Signed) F. W. CHRSSON. 



No. 68. 

The EuMmjfelical Alliance to Colanial Office. 

Evangelical Alliance, 7, Adam Street, Strand, London,- 
My Lord, Scptemher 16, 1676. 

I AM desired by the Council of this Alliance to lay before your Lordship a' 
communication made to them on the subject of the treatment which a French 
Missionary and his companion Evangelists recently received from the authorities 
of the Transvaal Government in passing through the country of the latter on their 
way to extend the blessings of Christian civilization to a far distant tribe. 

It appears. from the statement made to the Council that the French Protestant 
Mission in South Africa has existed for many years, and has been greatly blessed to 
the native races under British protection, especially to the Basuto tribe. 

Circumstances having led to a desire on the part of the Missionaries and native 
Christians to send the gospel to the tribe located oetween the Limpopo and Zambesi 
Rivers, a Mission was fomied for carrying out the object. It consisted of a Pasteur, 
M. Dieterlen^ four Evangelists and their wives, with other Rasuto Christians ; these, 
with the exception of M. Dieterlin, being British subjects»and he, although a French 
subject, entitled to British protection. 

It appears that the Missionary party started in April last. Application had 
been previously made for the passage of the native Christians through the 
Transvaal, which, however, had been refused. As no hindrance is put on white 
men travelling through that country, it was determined to send M. Dieterlen with^ 
the native Christians, and they enter^ the Transvaal last May. 

The Council are informed that near Pretoria the members forming the Missionr 
were arrested, their property seized, and themselves put into the common prison. 
M. Dieterlen was liberated on bail being found for 3002. 

The plea raised by the authorities was that the Mission party had no pass, and 
that (like all travellers to the interior) they were carrying guns and ammunition. 
The Transvaal Government, in spite of the explanation of M. Dieterlen, which ought 
to have been sufficient, ordered the whole of the party back across the frontier, and 
would not allow them to proceed. The order was dated "State Resident's Office, 
Pretoria, May 16, 1 876.** 

I beg to call your Lordship's attention to the circumstance that the Mission 
was to a tribe dwelling far beyond the northern limit of the Transvaal, and that 
the Missionaries being on an errand of civilization and mercy, as well as being 
British subjects, were entitled to hospitality and courtesy from the Government 
and people of the Transvaal. 

It is greatly in the interests of Christianity and of civilization in Africa that 
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Missions from the British territories should be allowed to proceed through the 
Transvaal, for although that Government permits Missions of the Dutch and 
German Churches to labour among the tribes within that territory, none are 
prepared to go to the tribes beyond, except the Christians of Basuto-Land. It 
might be supposed that no civilized nation would be guilty of imprisoning and 
sending back a Christian Mission from a friendly State for reasons so flimsy and 
unsubstantial as those alleged in this instance. 

M. Cazalis, the Director of Evangelical Missions in Paris, writes to verify the 
facts I am desired to bring before your Lordship's notice, and adds: "Beside 
the suffering and ignominy of imprisonment, considerable loss has been incurred by 
the Missionaries in being forced to retrace their steps and to return after having 
advanced so far on their journey. As the enterprise could not be abandoned, the 
Missionaries have been obliged to take a circuitous route, more than one-third 
longer, and exposing them to special dangers and difficulties.'* 

M. Cazalis also writes: **By assuming the right of excluding Christians from 
the straight and natural road to central Africa, the Transvaal Republic have, it 
may be affirmed, also assumed the right of arresting, at their pleasure, any parties 
travelling in the interests of science and of commerce. The Colonial Government 
will have to decide whether that can be allowed." 

Having laid before your Lordship this case of injustice and oppression on the 
part of the Transvaal Government, I venture to express the hope and confidence 
that it will receive your Lordship's prompt attention, and elicit such remonstrance 
ofa the part of Her Majesty's Government as will obtain redress for the wrongs 
complained of, and supply a reasonable expectation that they will not be repeated. 

I remain, &c. 
(Signed) JAMES DAVIS. 



No. 69. 

Ldeutenant'Oovemor Sir H. E. Bulwer^ O.C.M.G., to the Earl of Carnarvon. — (Received 

September 20.) 

My Lord, Government Hotise, Maritzburg, Natal, August 9, 1876. 

I INCLOSE for your Lordship's information copy of a message which on the 
25th July I sent to the Zulu Chief Cetywayo. 

2. The reports which had reached us from our northern frontier showed the 
existence of an uneasy feeling in the Utrecht Division of the Transvaal territory, 
caused by apprehensions that the Zulus would take the opportunity of the disturbed 
state of affairs in the Transvaal to proceed to acts of hostility. 

3. As this Government has always counselled the Zulus to be moderate and to 
await, as far as possible, a peaceful solution of the questions in dispute between 
them and the Republic, of which the disputed territory question is the most 
important, I thought the opportunity should not be lost to remind the Zulu King 
of the importance of doing nothing to prevent that peaceful solution. 

I have &c 
(Signed) ' HENRY BULWER. 



Inclosure in No. 69. 



Message from His Excellency the Lieutenant- Governor of Natal^ to Cetywayo^ King of the 

Zulus, by Umhlana and Didiza. 

A SHORT time since, when Cetywayo sent a statement written by Mr. John 
Dunn of the question at issue between Cetywayo and the Boers, in regard to the 
disputed strip of land lying between the Zulus and the Dutch District of Utrecht, 
the Governor thanked Cetywayo for the statement, as it afforded him the means of 
knowing what the Zulus regarded as the true history of the case. 

The Governor has sent this statement and other papers relative to the question 
to England, where Mr. Shepstone also has gone in order that they may be submitted 
to the consideration of the Councillors of the Great Queen. 

Since doing this, the information of the disturbances that have taken place 
between the Government of the Transvaal and some of their native neighbours has 
reached the Governor. 
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It is to his very great regret that he has received this news, because, as Cety- 
wayo is aware, the settled policy of this Government has ever been to advocate and 
promote the existence of peace and friendly relations between the various peoples 
and States in this country, and wherever it has had an opportunity to do so it has 
counselled its neighbours to pursue a similar course. 

This Government trusts that Cetywayo will maintain that moderation and 
forbearance which he has hitherto shown, and which the Governor has had much 
pleasure in bringing to the notice of Councillors of the Great Queen^ and that 
nothing will be done which will hinder the peaceful solution of the disputed territory 
question. 

. The Governor sends greeting. 

By command of his Excellency, 
(Signed) J. AYLIFF, 

Acting Secretary for Native Affairs. 
Office of Secretary for Native Affairs, Natal, 

July 26, 1876. 



No. 70. 

Governor Sir H. Barkly, O.C.M.G., K.C.B., to the Earl of Carnarvon. — (Received 

September 20.) 

My Lord, Government House^ Cape Town, August 21, 1876, 

ALTHOUGH my Advisers do not consider that there is sufficient ground for 
any formal representation on the subject referred to in the letter from the Governor's 
Agent in Basuto-Land^ of which a copy is herewith transmitted^ it seems well, never- 
theless, that your Lordship should be made aware of a complaint preferred by the 
Rev. Mr. Dieterlen against the Government of the South African Republic, as 
set forth in the inclosures forwarded by Mr. Griffith. 

2. It appears therefrom that when travelling through the territory of that 
Republic, accompanied by several Basuto Catechists, with a view to establish a 
mission beyond its northern borders, he was arrested by the Sheriff of Pretoria^ 
deprived of his property, and mulcted in costs to the amount of nearly 14Z., on a 
charge of having introduced guns and merchandize without payment of import 
duties. As the missionary was called on to give heavy security, while the Basutos 
were kept in jail until the whole party was sent back into the Orange Free State, 
whence they had come, it cannot be denied that, as British subjects, they were 
harshly treated. 

3. Since this affair, which occurred prior to the breaking out of the war, two 
other Swiss missionaries, the Bevs. Creux and Berthond, have, as will be seen^ 
been ordered by the Republican Government to desist from all religious and 
educational work. 

(Signed) ' HENRY BARKLY. 



Inclosure 1 in No. 70. 

Sir, BasutO'Landy Governor's Agent's Office , Maseru, July 29, 1876. 

I HAVE the honour to submit herewith, for the information of the Governenmt, 
a letter which I have received from the Rev. Mr. Dieterlen p^iving me an 
account of the circumstances under which he and his party of native Evangelists 
vvere turned back by the Government of the Transvaal Republic, and the treatment 
they received at the hands of the said Government. 

Annexed to Mr. Dieterlen's letter will be found a Memorandum setting forth 
the sums of money of which he was mulcted by the Transvaal Government, and 
also a number of the *' Little Light of Basuto-Land '* for the present month, in 
which will be found a copy of a letter from the Acting State Attorney Mr. Swart to 
the Landdrost at Pretoria directing him to see that Mr. Dieterlen and his partv 
return immediately to the place where they came from for certain reasons set forth 
in the said letter. 

It is unnecessary for me to add any thing further, as Mr. Dieterlen's letter 
speaks for itself; it is now simply a matter for the Government to decide whether 
(453) O 
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British subjects passing through one of the Republics can with impunity be 
arrested and thrown into prison in the manner in which Mr. Dieterlen and his party 
were. 

1 have &c. 
(Signed) ' CHAS. D. GRIFFITH, Governor's Agent. 
The Hon. the Secretary for Native Affairs, 

Cape Town. 



Inclosure 2 in No. 70. 
Dear Mr. Griffith, Monjay July 19, 1876. 

ACCORDING to the desire you expressed of getting some more information 
about the missionary party, which was sent out by the Churches of Basuto-Land in 
order to carry the Gospel to the tribe of the Banyai, having been stopped by the 
Government of the South African Republic and turned back to Basuto-Land, 1 beg 
to write down a brief account of the way these facts happened. I thank you for 
the interest you took in the success of that expedition from the day it began to be 
spoken of by the natives placed under your care by Government, till you heard the 
sad circumstance it passed through because of the ill-will of the Government of the 
Transvaal. I have already told you that, if I delayed in answering you, it was 
because I thought it necessary to have the assent of the Conference of the French 
missionaries before putting the matter before you. 

Now you know what was the only purpose of our Churches to open a new 
mission field amongst the tribes of the Banyai. As far as we can judge from the 
information given to us by a Catechist of this country, who was sent two years ago 
as an explorer on the other side of the Limpopo, the Banyai are settled at a distance 
of about three or four weeks' journey beyond the boundaries of the South African 
Republic. But as we thought it to be the best plan to send the expedition first to 
the Rev. Hofmeyer's station^ a Dutch missionary at the Zoutpansberg, when our 
Catechists were to find guides into the interior and a new supply of provisions, we 
asked froni the Government of the Transvaal the permission for four native 
teachers with their families to travel freely and unmolested through the territory of 
the Republic. Thus it was a favour we asked. 

The pass having been refused, we thought that an European missionary would 
be soniething like a pass for them, according to the rule prevailing in all the 
countries in South Africa, that white people have a right to travel freely and every, 
where with their own people. I was therefore appointed to accompany the natives 
as the leader of the expedition, with the instructions to explore the countries of the 
Banyai and to look for what should be the best way for beginning the work 
there. 

So the expedition started in April 1876. We were 11 men, 4 women, and 
7 children, with 2 waggons and a Scotch cart. Besides the supply of wheat (Kafir- 
corn), coffee, sugar, and tea needed to feed such a large company, we had taken a 
certain quantity of clothing for the personal use of the natives, who were to stay 
three or four years before receiving fresh supplies from the Churches at home. 
We had 10 guns (amongst which 2 very old ones), bad gunpowder (50 lbs. of fine 
powder and about 30 lbs. of large powder) and caps, because we knew that we 
would have to depend upon game and to defend ourselves against wild beasts, 
• which are still very abundant in the interior. At last we had taken some blankets 
to be offered as gifts to the Chiefs of the Banyai, and some articles like beads, 
mirrors, knives, and copper wire, to be used as money in countries in which, of 
course, our European money is still altogether unknown. 

You may notice that we had nothing which could be considered as merchandize 
being introduced in the Transvaal with the purpose of trading with the natives. 
Every thing we had was intended to provide for us nothing but food and a kind 
reception on the part of some Chiefs through the territories of which we were 
obliged to pass. So we went on, and travelled safely through the Orange Free 
State, whose Government had kindly and liberally promised us the pass which 
might have been necessary, bad the natives travelled alone. In the Transvaal we 
travelled in open day through the towns of Heidelberg and Pretoria. We did not 
conceal what we were and where we were going to, and though the Government 
was aware of our arrival, and the General-Attorney *'on the look-out for us" (he 
told it to me himself), nobody tried to stop us, no investigation was made by the 
police on account of our purposes or of the things we carried in our waggons. 



But three days after having passed Pretoria, we were arrested by the Sheriff of 
Pretoria, who was the bearer of a warrant of arrest, signed by the General Attorney, 
instructing him to bring us back to Pretoria. Our waggons were put in custody. 
I was requested to pay 300Z. as a security for myself ; and the four native teachers, 
with my driver, were simplv put in the jail. 

We were first accused of being smugglers, intending to carry guns and war 
ammunition to Bapeli, who at that moment were in difficulties with the Transvaal 
Government. A careful investigation having been made of our waggons, it appeared 
soon and easily that this was not the case. 

We were then accused with having entered the territory of the Republic 
without paying any import duties for the goods we had in our waggons. But I 
think we were not in fault in that respect, because we had nothing but our personal 
luggage, and did not intend to trade at ail, within the boundaries of the Transvaal. 
Again I told the police that [ was ready to pay all the duties fixed by the law. my 
intention being not to elude any law of tne country, but to submit to them, as it was 
my duty. 

The third charge raised against us was that we had entered the territory of 
the Republic without a pass, and in spite of a decision of the Government, which 
had previously met with a refusal the Petition we had addressed to them for natives 
being allowed to travel freely through the country. 

If 1 understand the accusation well, it means that a white man is expected to 
provide himself with a pass when he intends to travel through the Transvaal ; and, 
if it is not the common rule, can a dishonourable exception be made for mission- 
aries? Again, if the Government refused to make A favour for native teachers, 
were they right to stop me, being a white man, travelling with, what they called 
themselves, my coloured servants? 

In spite of all the explanation I gave, and of my strongest protestations, 
I was ordered to go straight out of the territory of the Republic by the very 
way I had come ; and I was sentenced to pay for the costs of all the proceedings, 
13/. 19*. 3d. ; out of which 8/. 17*. 6d. for the SheriflF and the Field-Cornet, who having 
been ordered to arrest us, ran after us on the wrong way, and caught us by their 
own fault after thirty-five hours* riding, and 125. 9d. for the food of tne five natives 
in jail. 

So we were obliged to come back to Basuto-Land, but with the deep conviction 
that we had been molested in our rights and treated in the most arbitrary way. 
We submitted to force, but with the nope that all this affair will be inquired into 
by people better qualified than we are for such inquiries ; and that for the sake of 
all European travellers and of the natives who are under the Government of Her 
Majesty the Queen, those points of the law said to be in force in the South African 
Republic will be carefully considered and settled by competent and just judges. 

These are the bare facts. I do not add any reflection to them, for I trust that 
you shall judge them better than anybody, and take in hand the interests of the 
natives placed under your care. 

Yours truly, 
(Signed) H. DIETERLEN. 

Chas. D. Griffith, Esq., 

Governor's Agent. 



Inclosure 3 in No. 70! 
Particulars of the 131. I9s. 3d. 

For the riding on horseback of 35^ hours for to search for and arrest the waggons 

of Mr. Dieterleu, at 2s. 6d. for each hour and for each man (2 nicn) 
For the expedition of the warrant 

Aid of 3 people, 2 hours on horseback . . . . . • . . 

For the bringing in of the arrested persons and goods 
Watching the waggons for 2 days and 2 nights 
Taking the stock of the goods . . 

To Mr. Evans, who witnessed by order the estimation {sic) 
Prisoners* food 
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No. 71. * 

Governor Sir H. Barkly, G.C.M.G., K.C.B., to the Earl of Carnarvon. — {Received 

September 20.) 
My Lord, Cape Town, August 22, 1876. 

WITH reference to the suggestion which your Lordship was good enough to 
make,* that the Basutos should be informed that the Queen has been pleased to 
receive their assurances of loyalty, and that Her Majesty confides in their obedience 
and devotion, and has not, nor ever had, any intention of giving up Basuto-Land to 
any foreign State, T have the honour to report that my Advisers concur in regarding 
such a communication as most desirable, and that the Governor's Agent has been 
directed to convene a meeting of the Chiefs for the purpose of making it. 

I have &c 
(Signed) ' HENRY BARKLY, 

No. 72. 

Governor Sir H. Barkly , G.C.M.G., K.C.B., to the Earl of Carnarvon. — (Received 

September 20.) 
My Lord, Cape Tovm, August 26, 1876. 

THE important influence which the events at present passing in the Transvaal 
seemed destined to exercise on the future of South Africa, renders it my duty to 
continue to supply your Lordship with whatever information arrives here from the 
seat of war. 

2. It consists up to the present moment almost entirely of details supplementing 
the reports already received, for on the 12th instant, the date of the latest advices 
from Pretoria, no letters had reached that place for more than a fortnight from the 
Commandoes which had gone to attack Sikukuni. This looks as if their conoi- 
munications had been cut off in the rear by hostile tribes. 

3. A rumour has come round by the Gold Fields of an engagement on the 
31st ultimo, in which the enemy had lost seventeen men, whilst nine of the Boers 
are said to have been shot, a larger number than had previously fallen. The same 
authority, the '^ Mercury," published at Pilgrim^s Rest on the 4th instant, is stated 
to contain extraordinary documents, for the genuineness of which it vouches, from 
Sikukuni's camp, describing that Chief as confident of victory, but determined 
sooner than yield to apply to the British Government to take him under its 
protection, as it did Moshesh. 

4. It is believed at Pretoria, on the other hand, that Sikukuni had left his 
stronghold, and taken refuge in a kloof; but if this be true the evacuation must 
have been voluntary, and in accordance with preconceived designs, since at the 
time referred to the forces both of President Burgers and of Pretorius must have 
been a long way off, the latter, after the junction which seems really to have taken 
place, having been last heard of at a Chief's named Zebadeli, whose town is marked 
on the map fully 50 miles west of Thaba Mossego. 

5. AtLeydenbergitisstillpositively asserted that Johannes is dead, an assertion 
not easily reconcilable with the account of the visit paid him by two Missionaries 
four days after the attack on his stronghold. Possibly they merely received a 
message from the dying Chief, and were refused a personal interview, 

6. According to the circumstantial accounts now given he was lying sick of the 
measles at the time of the battle, in the same kraal in which his wives were 
butchered by the Swazies, and received on the occasion an assegai wound in the 
chest, from the effects of which he eventually died. As he is said, when expiring, 
to have made his brother, who was in command of the tribe, swear to carry on the 
war to the last extremity, and even, as added in some accounts, to burn Leydenberg 
in revenge, his death makes little difference in the position. 

7. A sad picture of the excesses committed by the Swazies before they left is 
given in a letter from an eye-witness to the '* Diamond News." 

8. It is admitted that the subsequent mission of Landdrost Cooper to Swazi* 
Land to induce the Swazies to return to the assistance of the Boers has proved 
unsuccessful, a circumstance scarcely to be regretted in the interests of humanity. 

9. The defenceless state of the Leydenberg district, however, cannot but create 
much alarm, and a Petition, addressed to myself as High Commissioner, by the 

• No. 35. 
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British subjects inhabiting it^ is published in one of the newspapers of Griqua-Land 
West, though nothing of the sort has come to my hands. 

I have &LC 
(Signed) ' HENRY BARKLY. 

P. S. (1'30 P.M.) — Since writing as above the telegram from Natal, of which I 
inclose copy, has been communicated to me by the Editor of the ** Cape Argus." 
It reports the defeat of President Burgers on the 9th instant by Sikukuni, and 
represents the Boer army to be in a predicament which exceeds my worst appre- 
hensions. The news has since been confirmed from Kimberley. Telegram 
inclosed. 

H. B. 



Inclosure in No. 72. 
Newspaper Extracts. 



" Standard and Mail,^' August 24, 1876. 

The Transvaal War. — ^THE following telegram from our Pretoria correspon- 
dent only reached us yesterday afternoon from Kimberley. We were expecting it 
last week, but in some unaccountable manner it appears to have been handed in at 
the Kimberley office only yesterday : — 

'^Pretoria, Saturday ^ August 12, 11 a.m. 

'* Nothing from President's Laager yet. All sorts of rumours, good and bad, 
derived from Kafir reports, flying about^ most of them apparently confirmatory of 
last week's telegram, but no reliance to be placed in them. Express expected every 
moment. 

" Ley den berg post in. Brings extra of 'Gold Fields Mercury,' containing 
letter from * Secocoeni's City,' dated July 26th, and evidently written for a purpose. 

"Writer describes minutely all the fortifications, coming to the conclusion that 
he does not think it possible that Sikukuni will be conquered by our commando, at 
least not in 1876. Estimates our commando at 1,000 or 1,200, which is, of course, 
absurd. Key to the letter is found in following words, ascribed to Sikukuni, viz. : 
' 1 would sooner give my country to the English than one inch of the ground to the 
Boers.* 

"Same writer also sends a message from Sikukuni to diggers, on which he pro- 
mises not to molest the English, and invites them to come and trade with him 
' He loves the English at the Gold Fields, and hopes they also love him.* 

"Death of Johannes confirmed. He died two days after attack on his strong- 
hold. His loss stated to be: killed, 47 men, 19 women, 13 children ; wounded : 16 
men, 4 women. Before Johannes died he made his brother swear that he would not 
let us get the ground while he (the brother) is alive. 

*^ 'Mercury' reports a rumour of an engagement between our main force and 
2,000 of Sikukuni's men on 31st ultimo, in which enemy repulsed, seventeen of 
whom said to have been killed and nine Boers shot. Information said to be vague, 
however. Commandant De Villiers at Origstadt has been joined by Sekwaai, with 
six or eight men. Mabele and his people could not be found, and his property left 
behind, taking thirty-six goats and 100 muids mealies. Feared that Sekwaai is 
playing false, as he is known to have at least 200 men. 

" Landdrost Cooper returned from the Swazies unsuccessful. 

^'Swazies may perhaps send a commando to President, but never again to 
Leydenberg. 

" Englishman killed near Origstadt, named Blake. 

'* The post from the Transvaal arrived last night. We have received the 
Potchefstroom and Gold Fields papers, and it is rather singular that no papers or 
letters have come to hand from Pretoria, though the arrival of the mail from that 
place is acknowledged at Potchefstroom. The papers from the Transvaal contain 
tio news whatever beyond the above telegraphic summary. 

" In a supplement to the 'Gold Fields Mercury * are to be found those * extra- 
ordinary documents' from Sikukuni's City, the authenticity of which, however, has 
been questioned on all sides* The only noteworthy item is a letter from Mr. Henry 
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Glynn, in which that gentleman states that he has forbidden his sons to join the 
commando on account of some disparaging remarks made by some Boers about 
Englishmen, in connection with the shooting of James. 

" The ' Independent ' publishes a petition from some English people at the Gold 
Fields, addressed to Sir Henry Barkly, for protection, but writes very strongly 
against the movement." 



'* Cape Times" August 19, 1876. 

Latest Telegrams. 

Kimberleyy Friday y August 1 8. 

Transvaal mail reports that Sikukuni has fled from his kraal and taken refuge 
in a kloof. General rise amongst Chiefs " Magakal," Skroor, Maglada, Sowana, 
and the Queen Matchacia, who have joined Sikukuni, and the petty Chiefs Sequoni^ 
Maletel, and Maneso have allied themselves with him. 

A correspondent, writing to * Mercury* on 6th instant, says that Sikukuni is 
very confident that he will beat the Boers, but that if he does not he shall ask the 
British Government to take him over as it did Moshesh, for he would rather give all 
his country to the English than an inch of ground to the Boers. 



'' Cape Times;' August 21, 1876. 
Latest Telegrams. 

Kimberleyj Saturday^ August 19. 
Johannes is dead ; he died from assegai wounds at the Swazies' hands when 
stronghold was attacked ; when dying begged his brother never to give to give up 
inch of ground. Mission to obtain aid of another Swazie commando. Broderick, of 
Pretoria, says all will be right yet; he left Kimberley en route for England to-day. 
When waggon left President had not been heard from for two weeks. Strong feeling in 
favour of Bricish Government. Property or life not secure. Sikukuni confident of 
success ; asks traders to bring him blankets and clothing, but no arms, lead, or 
gunpowder, of which he says he has enough. 



East London^ August 25. 
*' Lapland'* from Natal arrived last nig)it. Brings later news from the seat 
of war to the 9th instant. A telegram from Maritzburg, published by the ''Natal 
Mercury," and dated 22nd instant, says :— "Boers defeated, and had to fall back on 
Steel Poort, where the President is fortifying himself. Lost all supplies. Numbers 
have deserted. It is said that President Burgers desired his men to shoot him rather 
than disgrace him by flying. Defence Committee at Gold Fields are to appeal to 
Natal Government for protection. Burgers appeals to Leydenberg for aid imme- 
diately, otherwise all would be lost. The Leydenberg Laager, Captain Riddel, and 
60 men, a cannon, a load of boer meal, and 22 oxen were sent to the President.'* 

Supplement to the '^ Capetown Daily News and General Advertiser.*^ 

Cape Towny Friday^ August 25, 1876. 
We have received the following telegram from our own Correspondent at 
Kimberley, dated this morning : — 

•* Transvaal Mail. — Boers attacked Sikukuni's mountain in two wings, the 
hole army numbering 2,900 men. Of one wing, only 40 men exposed themselves to 
..re, and all the Commandants and officers of this wing were subsequently fined hi. 
for cowardice. The attack on the mountain was repulsed, two Irishmen being 
killed, and some six or seven wounded. Not a Kafir was to be seen, being all hidden 
behind the rocks. After the repulse the Boers refused to fight any longer. They 
went in a body to the President and announced their determination to go home. 
President said to have asked his men to shoot him, and not let him survive their 
disgrace. Only 100 rounds of ammunition left per man. Men from conSimando 
pouring into Pretoria, 
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*' President has ordered forts to be huilt on Magnet Heights, but it is doubtful 
whether Boers will stay to build them. All subordinate Chiefs displaying insolence, 
and refusing provisions, &c. The only part of the commando that has not dispersed 
is now retreating on Leydenberg. Johannes and Sikukuni pursuing in force." 



No. 73. 
The Earl of Ckmarvon to Governor Sir H. Barkly, G.C.M.G., K.C.B. 

Sir, Downing Street, September 22, 1876. 

YOUR telegram of the 25th August, followed by your despatches of the same 
date, received the day before yesterday, informed me of the serious reverses 
sustained by the Transvaal Republic in the native war which has been so 
imprudently undertaken. I cannot refrain from feeling regret on personal as well 
as on public grounds that President Burgers, with whom I have lately had friendly 
relations, and from whose assurances I had reason to anticipate a policy of con- 
sideration for British interests, should have embarked upon this ill-considered 
enterprise. The war into which he has plunged the Transvaal Republic, and the 
native tribes connected with or adjacent to it, is of such a nature that those 
interests could not fail to be endangered, whatever might be its result. And the 
present crisis has rendered it incumbent upon Her Majesty's Government to decide 
at once upon the course that would have to be taken under circumstances which 
may immediately arise. 

2. I learn that it has been in contemplation to ask the intervention and assist- 
ance of this country, and further, that a considerable section of the people of the 
Transvaal are desirous that the Republic should be brought under British rule. 
On the other hand, I have the information that Secocoeni, with whom the President 
is now at war, wishes to place his country under the Queen's protection, and that 
Cetywayo, on the part of the Zulus, is inclined to the same course; while it is 
alleged that the Amaswazies, who have rendered such effective assistance to the 
President, connected themselves with the Transvaal Republic in the first instance 
under a mistaken impression that they were coming under Her Majesty's control. 
And lastly, I am informed that it is the present intention of President Burgers to 
continue the war for an indefinite time, hoping ultimately to wear out that 
resistance with which he has been up to the present time unable to cope. 

8. But the prolongation of the present war with its doubtful and most 
dangerous consequences cannot be permitted by Her Majesty's Government. As I 
have repeatedly observed, I can see no adequate justification for it, while the peril 
which it causes to the lives and property of British subjects throughout South 
Africa is most grave. And in so far as it has been undertaken with the view of 
adding to the territories of the Republic, it must, even if successful, have failed of 
its object, as Her Majesty's Government, which was nev6r consulted, could not have 
sanctioned the alterations of the boundaries of the Republic which appear to have 
been contemplated. 

4. It would then, in any case, be necessary for Her Majesty's Government to 
insist upon this war being brought to a speedy close, and to take sufficient guaran- 
tees against any similar danger to British interests in future. There can be no 
doubt that the safety and prosperity of the Republic would be best assured by its 
union with the British Colonies, when no occasion for local wars would continue to 

exist. 

If, however, the policy of the Transvaal Government had been such as not to 
injure British interests, I should have been content, as I have stated on former 
occasions, to do nothing to influence or accelerate the popular opinion of the State 
in favour of such union. 

5. But the course which events have taken leave me no longer in the same 
position, and it is obvious that my inclination in favour of continuing to co-operate 
with the Transvaal as a separate State may have to be modified. If, for example, 
the President should invite the assistance of this country in his present emergency 
without ofiering terms which would bring his State into closer connection with the 
Crown and thus secure a uniformity of policy in native affairs such as it is 
expedient to obtain, and as may prevent the recurrence of these rash and reckless 
wars by which the safety and prosperity of every European community in South 
Africa are endangered, 1 am of opinion, after an anxious consideration of the case. 
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that such assistance could not be tendered. The resXilt of it could only be to 
strengthen the Transvaal Government in a line of action with -which Her Majesty's 
Government have been obliged to express serious dissatisfaction, and to cause 
further troubles and dangers in the future. But should the people of the Transvaal 
Republic consider it advisable under all the circumstances to invite Her Majesty's 
Government to undertake the government of their territory on terms consistent 
with the now well-known policy of Her Majesty's Government, I am of opinion 
that the request could not properly or prudently be declined. 

6. I shall be obliged by your conferring fully on this point and on the whole 
subject with Sir T. Shepstone, whom I have requested to return at once to South 
Africa, and who well understands the views of Her Majesty's Government. 

I have &cc 
(Signed) ' CARNARVON. 



No. 74. 
The Earl of Carnarvon to Governor Sir H. Barkly, G.C.M.G., K,C.B. 

(Extract.) Downing Street^ September 22, 1876. 

I HAVE the honour to acquaint you that, after full consideration of all the 
circumstances, I have thought it desirable to request Sir T. Shepstone to proceed at 
once to South Africa and place himself in communication with you. 

It is with much reluctance that I forego the advantages which I should have 
derived from Sir T. Sheptone's longer stay in this country at a moment when his 
advice and assistance are especially valuable to me ; but his peculiar knowledge 
both of the natives and of the districts affected by the present war, and his great 
experience in all South African matters, coupled with the opportunities which he 
has lately had of fully understanding the views and wishes of Her Majesty's 
Government, qualify him in a very exceptional manner for the delicate and 
responsible duty which I propose to entrust to him. 

Sir T. Shepstone will receive as soon as possible a Commission appointing 
him Special Commissioner to the Transvaal Republic and to the Zulus and other 
native tribes in the neighbourhood of that Republic and of Natal, with large 
discretionary powers to act, under and in concert with the High Commissioner, in 
such manner as he may deem in accordance with British interests and with the 
general policy of Her Majesty's Government. 

I have thought it preferable not to give detailed instructions to Sir T. Shep- 
stone, but rather to rely upon your and his joint discretion as to the particular 
course to be followed in any case that may arise ; when he is at a distance from 
you it will, of course, be necessary that he should act on his own responsibility, but 
he will confer with you when practicable. 



No. 75. 

Lieutenant-Governor Sir H. E. Bulwer, K.C.M.G., to the Earl of Camarvon.''-^{Received 

September 23.) 

My Lord, Pine Tovm, Natal, August 22, 1876, 

THE news which has been received here this day from the Transvaal is to the 

effect that the forces of that Republic in the field under the command of the 

President have met with a serious reverse ; that large numbers of men have fled 

and deserted the commando, and that the remainder under the President have 

fallen back upon a place called Steel Poort, about forty miles from Leydenberg, where 

they have thrown themselves into laager. 

The President has written to Leydenberg for supplies and reinforcements, and 

a call has been made for volunteers with a bounty offer of 4,000 acres to each after 

the war. 

In the Leydenberg district the alarm is great ; and the English residents and 

many of the Boers also are, it is said, fully persuaded that the only safety for the 

country lies in its coming under the British Government. 
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I have bat just received this news, and send it forward at once for your Lord- 
ship's information, together with an extra number to the *'Gold Fields Mercury/' 

1 have &c. 
(Signed) ' HENRY BULWER. 



Inclosure in No. 75. 
Eoctra to the " Oold Fields Mercury. 
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''Oold Fields Mercury'* Office, August 14, 1876. 
VERY grave news has arrived in camp. It came from Leydenberg, where a 
special despatch was received from the President last Saturday. We heard various 
versions of the news this morning, but on ascertaining that the Gold Commissioner 
had received a copy of his Honour's despatch, and being anxious to place nothing 
but the most reliable information before the public, we wrote to his Worship, asking 
him if he would place the information at our disposal. We received the following 
reply : — 

*'Sir, *' Monday morning. 

" I have received some intelligence, a precis of which I will send you as early 
as possible. 

''I am sorry to say that the intelligence is not satisfactory, and I think it 
'would be imprudent at the present moment to make it public in its entirety. 

" I am, &c. 
(Signed) ** J. Scoble, Oold Commissioner. 

^' W. J. Phelan, Esq.*' 




We regret his Worship did not feel himself at liberty to supply us with the 
information we needed. We think it is always better to let the truth of such 
matters as this be fully and correctly known to the public than to allow vague, 
alarming, and perhaps exaggerated rumours to be flying about. Having to prepare 
this extra for the mail, we have not time to wait for the precis promised to us, and 
must, therefore, give the information simply as we possess it. We believe the facts, 
so far as we have them, are pretty correct. 

The despatch received in Leydenberg from the President was dated Steel Poort 
River, 9th August. It informed the Landdrost of Leydenberg that the commando 
had met with a reverse and had to fall back upon Steel Poort, where his Honour 
said he was fortifying himself. He wrote that he had no meal or meat, and wanted 
supplies of those, besides reinforcements of as many men as could be spared, and a 
cannon. He was most urgent in impressing upon the Landdrost of Leydenberg to 
send the aid at once, and, we understand, used an expression to the effect that if it 
was not done within a given time all would be lost. It can be seen we write at a 
loss and under correction, but that is not our fault. The despatch is on these Fields 
now, but we understand the Gold Commissioner is so hampered by instructions that 
he does not feel at liberty to publish it, and we regret, on public grounds, that he 
~ as been placed in such a position. 

It is further stated — and we understand the news has arrived in a private 
letter — that the reverse met by the commando is very serious indeed; m fact, that 
it has been completely routed by Sikukuni's legions, and has made a rapid and 
disgraceful flight to Steel Poort. It seems to have been stripped of all its supplies, 
and the fact of the President writing for a cannon would also seem to indicate that 
the guns have been lost. Large numbers of the men on commando have, it is said, 
deserted from his Honour, who, it is stated, even appealed to them in his extremity 
to shoot him rather than compel him to disgrace himself by flying. The numbers 
stated to be killed and wounded we shall not give, because we are sure they 
are founded only on hearsay and vague report. We may, however, mention that 
they are considerable. 

On receipt of this news at the Leydenberg laager. Captain Riddel, about fifty 
men, a cannon, a load of Boers' meal, and twenty-two oxen were at once dispatchea 
to his Honour. 

The Defence Committee of these Fields have, we understand, resolved to appeal 
by this post to the Natal Government for protection. A proposal has been made to 
reply to Sikukuni's message, asking him his intentions towards this community 
(463) P 
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pow, and we think the proposal is worthy of consideration* The utoiost uneasiness 
prevails here, and people know not what may happen next. 

So far, this war has been the most disastrous affair that could possibly have 
happened for the Transvaal, and we do not think the British Government ought to 
delay longer in stepping in to save all South Africa from further danger. This is 
all we have time to say at present. 



No. 76. 

% 

Lieutenant' Oovemor Sir H. E. Bulwert K.C.M.Q., to the Earl of Carnarvon. — (Received 

September 23«) 

My Lord, Pine Tovm, Natal, August 22, 1876. 

SINCE writing my despatch of this evening's date* I have received a report 
by the Acting-Secretary for Native Affairs, which I herewith forward for your 
Lordship's information. 

2. It refers to such intelligence that has reached us from the Transvaal during^ 
the past two or three weeks, to the attitude of Cety wayo and the Zulus, and to the 
existence of some excitement in the countries beyond our Southern border. 

3. In the Transvaal the most important recent event to be noticed previous to 
tiie defeat of the Transvaal forces, which I have this day reported, has been the 
dissatisfaction of the Swazi contingent with the conduct of the Boers on the occasion 
of the storming of Johannes' stronghold. The Swazis complain that they were ill- 
supported by the Boers on that occasion, and were left to do all the fighting. They 
became further discontented with their treatment by the Boers in respect of the 
cattle that had been taken, and eventually retired to their own country. 

The position of the Transvaal Government appeared to become more serious ia 
consequence of the combination and agreement which (it was reported) existed 
between powerful tribes to the North to act together against the Boers, and with the 
recent defeat of the Transvaal forces a crisis of great moment has undoubtedly 
been reached. 

4. Hitherto the Zulus have remained quiet, hut they have been buying arms^ 
and are otherwise, I am led to believe, preparing for war in case of necessity. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) HENRY BULWER. 



Inclosure in No. 76. 
Minute on Border Affidre. 

THE continued failure by the authorities of the South African Republic, now 
in hostilities with the natives, to supply this Government with authentic information 
greatly increases the difficulty we experience in compiling reports of the progress 
of events, to learn which we are compelled to resort to the occasional contributions 
of persons, to the newspapers, or to accidental private communications. 

2. Our most recent accounts fail to give us a clear idea of the locality or the 
proposed movements of the head-quarters and the more important divisions of the 
butch forces, or convey any idea of their actually having been in a conflict with the 
hostile natives. The most important engagements appear to have taken place 
between the allies of the Dutch and their enemies, and the former have been so 
greatly dissatisfied with the failure on the part of the Dutch to support them when 
in action, that they have retired to their homes, and declined to return. 

3. Later accounts indicate the possibility of large and important combinations 
of native tribes forming on their Northern borders — a condition which, if accurately 
described, would appear likely to lead to very serious results, inasmuch as remoter 
tribes will by degrees possibly be drajvn into hostilities. 

4. Mr. Fynn's report shows that Cetywayo is vigorously proceeding to arm 
himself, and as he appears to be on the most amicable terms with us, we can only 
assume that he also fe^ls the influence which is spreading from the scene of hos- 
tilities, and may sooner or later be drawn into it, as he has for some time past 
cherished the most distrustful feeling toward the Dutch Boers of the South African 
Republic. 

* No. 75. 
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5. Some excitement appears to exist beyond our Southern border^ in the country 
recmitly annexed by the Cape, and the reported combination between Kreli and 
Gangwelizwe seems greatly to have increased a feeling of uneasiness. 

Private accounts which have reached this lead to the belief that Kreli is at 
present hampered by conspiracies in bis own tribe of too serious an import to permit 
of his involving himself elsewhere, still in a time of excitement like the present 
no indication sm>uld be slighted, or any precaution neglected. 

6. Since the foregoing was written, information of a most serious character 
from the seat of war has reached us, and we learn that the Boers had been defeated 
in an engagement, and had to fall back on Steel Poort. ** President fortifying himself. 
Lost all supplies ; numbers deserted ; said that Burgers desired his men to shoot 
him, rather than disgrace him by flying. Defence Committee at Gold Fields are to 
appeal to Natal Government for protection. Burgers appealed to Leydenberg for 
aid immediately, otherwise all would be lost Gold Committees thought it imprudent 
to publish contents of despatch. Above from *Gold Fields Mercury.' The 
^Yolksstein ' reports similarly, but not so strong." 

7. Private accounts received with the above express an avowed intention on 
the part of the Leydenberg Boers to crave British protection, and to place themselves 
under the Government of Natal. 

(Signed) J. AYLIFF, 

Acting Secretary for Native Affairs. 
Secretary for Native Affairs* Office, Natal^ 

August 22, 1876. 

No. 77. 

Ghvemor 8ir H. Barkly, O.C.M.O., K.C.B.y to the Earl of Carnarvon. — {Recieved 

September 23.) 

My Lord, Oovernment House, Cape Town, August 31, 1876. 

I LOSE no time in acknowledging your Lordship's despatch of the 2nd instant,* 
expressing a desire to receive further information as to the correctness of a state- 
ment extracted by the Administrator from a newspaper published in the South 
African Republic, as to the intended use of explosive bullets during the war against 
Sikukuni. 

2. An apparently unauthorized contradiction of this extract was subsequently 
published in another Transvaal newspaper, which I should, however, have brought 
to your Lordship's notice if it had contained an explicit and satisfactory refutation 
of the charge, but it admitted, on the contrary, that some packs of such bullets 
(whicfh are used, 1 believe, occasionally in elephant hunting) had been found at 
Pretoria among ammunition purchased by the Government, and it did not attempt 
to explain either how these packs got to the laager at Kruger's Port (180 miles 
oflf) where it was boasted that they were in store, or if ti>e latter were not the same 
packs, by what accident it happened that a second purchase of such articles had 
been made. 

3. 1 am bound to add, however, that no mention has been made in any of the 
accounts given as to the progress of the war, of explosive bullets having been 
actually employed, and 1 have no reason to suppose that this has been the case. 

1 have &c 
(Signed) ' HENRY BARKLY. 



No. 78. 

Governor Sir H. Barkly, O.C.M.G., K.C.B., to the Earl of Carnarvon. — (Received 

September 23.) 

My Lord, Government House, Cape Toum, August 31, 1876. 

YOUR Lordship is aware that, in consequence of the rumours circulated from 
Queenstown and Dordrecht of a combination among the various Kafir tribes in 
the Transkei for the purpose of attacking the white population, it was deemed 
expedient by my Advisers that the Secretary for Native Affairs should proceed to 
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the frontier to investigate personally the origin of such reports, and assure himself 
of the friendly disposition of those natives, both within and without the Colony, on 
whose loyalty the Government has every reason to rely. 

2. I have now the honour to transmit copy of summary of the real state of 
affairs^ which has been issued by Mr. Brownlee, and which is of so satisfactory and 
re-assuring a nature that there can be little doubt it will have the desired effect of 
allaying a panic, which has already done serious injury to the agricultural and 
commercial interests of the districts where it has prevailed. 

3. It may be well for me to add that I have neard from Mr. Brownlee since he 
visited Tembu-Land, and that he informs me that he was very well received by all 
parties there, and that Gangelizwe himself, so far from connecting himself with the 
agitation which had been nominally got up on his behalf^ asked leave to ride on 
with the Secretary for Native Affairs when he left, and spoke very becomingly as 
to the consideration with which he had been treated by Government. 

I have &c. 
(Signed) ' HENRY BARKLY. 



Inclosure in No. 78. 

The Frontier '* Scare.*' 

Memorandum from the Secretary for Native Affairs. 

Civil Commissioners' s Office, King William^s Totwi, 

August 23, 1876. 
THE following summary of the real state of affairs in the Transkeian territory, 
by the Honourable the Secretary for Native Affairs^ received this morning, is 
published for general information. 

(Signed) J. ROSE INNES, Civil Commissioner. 

The Residency, KrelVs Country, August , 1 876. 

From the beginning of the war rumours which have caused alarm on the 
Colonial frontier, especially at Dordrecht and Queen's Town, I never apprehended 
any likelihood of an outbreak of the natives beyond our borders, as I felt convinced 
that the combination spoken of as existing between Kreli and Gangelizwe was a 
thing by no means likely to take place in the relations past and present of the two 
tribes to each other. The cause assigned for Ganeelizwe's disaffection is his loss 
of power, and any attempt to recover it would be manifested by resistance of 
our authority in his country, and not by an act of aggression upon the Colony. 

Kreli's cause of disaffection dates from 1857, and his only reason for going 
against us would be for the recovery of the land he forfeited then, and the most 
and best of which is now in possession of the Tambookies. Moreover, though it 
is said that some friendly messages have passed between Kreli and Gangelizwe, 
there is that strong feeling of animosity and mutual suspicion between the two 
tribes that Kreli suspects if he were involved in war with us that Gangelizwe would 
turn upon him, and Gangelizwe on his part suspects that Kreli would act in like 
manner against the Tambookies, with the idea of recovering his lost land if 
Gangelizwe should take up arms against us. 

These views have been confirmed from inquiries made by me since coming to 
the frontier, and I think of themselves are sufiBcient to convince all that the com- 
bination spoken of cannot take place, and that there is no ground for the alarm 
which has taken place at Dordrecht, and from thence spread from Queen's Town 
and lately to the division of East London. 

Besides the reasons already assigned there are others which go against the 
assumption of a rising of the Tembus and Gcalekas against us; we have 40,000 
Fingoes located in the Transkei on land forfeited by Kreli. 

The loyalty of these people has never been doubted, and is beyond suspicion. 
These men are ready to defend their land, and stand by the Government to the last 
extremity, and supported by us, as they will be in case of need, will hold their 
position against all attacks upon them, and neither Kreli nor Gangelizwe will be 
able to make an advance against us so long as the Fingoes remain where they are. 
Moreover, from the closest inquiry, I have found no reason to doubt the loyalty of 
the Idutywa Reserve people and the Gaikas; this being the case, even though a 
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combination between Kreli and Gangeiizwe were practicable^ they would see utter 
hopelessness if any attempt at an aggression were made upon us, for though Tembus 
and Gcalekas would stand and fall by their Chiefs when attacked, both Kreli and 
Gangeiizwe know full well that if they attempted any aggression upon the Colony 
many of their own people would be against them. 

I have held public meetings with Kama's people, with the Gaikas, Fingoes, and 
Gcalekas, and the results have been most satisfactory. I do not base my conclusions 
on the statements expressed at these meetings, but l regard them as satisfactory 
only inasmuch as what was stated at them is fully borne out and corroborated by 
what I have learned privately from most reliable sources. When I arrived in this 
neighbourhood I found that Kreli had left his residence in consequence of hearing 
that thousands of soldiers had already landed with the intention of attacking him, 
and that the country about the Komgha was filled with armed men. False reports 
concerning the intentions of the natives have alarmed Dordrecht and Queen's Town, 
and false reports regarding our intentions have in like manner alarmed the Gcalekas ; 
the reports on one side had no more foundation than on the other, and are all equally 
mischievous in unsettling the minds of men and tending to bring about what is 
feared. 

Kreli is too wise to take up arms against us, and the Tambookies would nor 
be so unwise as to expose themselves to unchecked attacks of the Gcalekas by 
involving themselves in war with us. 

These were my views before I left Cape Town, and they were confirmed by the 
reports of every Magistrate, excepting one, in the native department. These views 
have now been fully confirmed by personal observation. 

I have yet to visit the Tembus, where there are four minor Chiefs sympathizing 
with Gangeiizwe, and said to be disaffected towards the Government, but I apprehend 
no armed resistance whatever their intentions may be. 

The time has now arrived when I can with confidence urge upon all who have 
deserted their farms to return to them, and in the interest of the public, as well as 
as their own, I trust they will at once return. 

Traders and others living among the Gcalekas and Tambookies, who have 
means of knowing what is going on, and studying the temper and bearing of the 
people, have not participated in the alarm felt in the Colony, and are still living in 
their isolated stations, though, if there were any danger, they would be exposed to 
it long before it was felt in the Colony; this, if nothing else, should serve to allay 
and remove alarm, should convince the panic-stricken inhabitants of Dordrecht 
that their alarm has been groundless, and that they have acted in a most unwise 
manner in leaving their farms, thus exposing themselves to the ridicule and contempt 
of the neighbouring natives. 

I would again earnestly urge upon all the necessity of their at once returning 
to their homes, and to retrace the step they have taken on rumours and reports 
which thus far have been found to have had no foundation, for the partial disaffection 
of the Tambookies has not yet at anv time resolved itself into any intention or 
design of making an attack upon the Colony. 

(Signed) C. BROWNLEE, Secretary for Native Afairs. 



No. 79. 

Governor Sir H. Barkly, G.C.M.Q., K.C.B., to the Earl of Carnarvon, — {Received 

September 23.) 

My Lord, Government House, Cape Town, August 31, 1876. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit copy of a despatch from the Lieutenaat- 
Governor of Natal, covering copy of a letter which he had just received from the 
Defence Committee at the Leydenberg Gold Fields, which, in accordance with his 
Excellency's request, is inclosed for your Lordship's information. 

2. Sir Henry Bulwer has likewise communicated to vM the despatches which he 
addressed to your Lordship on the 22nd instant as to the state of affairs in the 
Transvaal. 

3. I embrace the occasion to put your Lordship in possession of the Memorial 
alluded to in the letter from the Defence Committee as having been previously 
addressed to myself as High Commissioner by the British subjects resident on the 
Gold Fields, together with a copy of my reply, of the tenor of which I trust your 
Lordship will approve. 
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4. It seemed to me desirable that it should become publicly known both that 

Kar Lordship had disapproved beforehand of the war, ana that tne mediation of the 
itisb Government between the Republic and the Kafir tribes with which it is at 
Tariance had been already offered. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) HENRY BARKLY. 



Inclosure 1 in No. 79. 



Sir, Pine Town, Natalj Augngt 23, 1876. 

I HAVE the honour to forward, for your Excellency's information, copy of a 
letter which I have just received from the Defence Committee of the Leydcftiberg Gold 
fields. 

(Signed) HENRY BULWER, lAeutenant'Oavmtor. 

His Excellency Sir H. Barkly, G.C.M.G., K.C.B., 
&c. &c. &c. 

P.S. — I shall be much obliged if your Excellency will be so good as to forward 
a copy of the inclosed to the Secretary of State, as there is no time for me to have 
another copy made before the closing of the mail at D*Urban, where I am sending 
Ahis by special messenger. 

H. & 



Inclosure 2 in No. 79. 
-Sir, 

THE Defence Committee appointed by the inhabitants of the Leydenberg Gold 
Fields beg respectfully to draw the attention of your Excellency to a Memorial 
addressed to Sir Henry Barkly, High C!ommissioner, copy of which was forwarded 
to your Excellency on the 3lst July^ which Memorial set forth the unprotected state 
•of the inhabitants of these fields, a large portion of whom are women and children, 
and nearly all British subjects. 

At that time it was not anticipated that there was any immediate danger, 
seeing that several large commandos were in the field, whose object was the inves- 
titure of the stronghold of the Chief Sikukuni, whom the Transvaal Government 
<daimed as a subject. 

Since then reliable information has reached the Committee that the forces of 
this State, under the command of the President, have attacked Sikukuni's strong** 
hold, were repulsed, and the commando is broken up, after making a disgraceful 
retreat. 

The remnant is now occupying a temporary fort at Steel Poort, and unless suc- 
coured within three days, Leydenberg district (this district) will be at the mercy of 
Sikukuni's people. 

In confirmation we annex a copy of the President's despatch to the Landdrost 
of Leydenberg. 

Under these circumstance, as British subjects, and representing this commu- 
nity, we appeal to the nearest representative of our Queen for the protection which 
this State cannot afford us. 

And we would strongly urge upon your Excellency that, to be of use, it must be 
afforded without delay. 

^^r 6 hav6 &.C 

(Signed) ' W. M. JUSTIN, Chainnan. 

JAS. P. ABLETT. 
THOS. KEENLYSIDE. 
JOSEPH ROWSE. 
WM. FRASER. 
To his Excellency Sir H. E. Bulwer, K.C.M.G., 
Lieutenant-Grovernor of Natal. 
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Inclosure 3 in No. 79. 
Sir, Bteel Poort, Jugwt 9, 1876. 

I HAVE the honour to inform you that I arrived here at the drift of Steel Poort 
River, below the Poort, and am now building a fort. 

We have, however, no meal or meat. Send, therefore, in the course of to-morrow 
or the day after, but not later, twenty slaughtered oxen and at least a load of 
meaL 

Let the artillery, with one cannon and necessary ammunition, also come through 
to me. 

Send forty of yaur Burghers also to occupy this fort. If you cannot get the 
men together within two days send then the Middelburghers, but be careful then 
that your Burghers arrive here in eight days. Send also, if possible, 1,000 lb. of 
lead. 

It is absolutely necessary that these orders be promptly and strictly carried out, 
otherwise the district of Leydenberfi^ is lost* 

If possible let Johannes, if the place be not already occupied, be surrounded by a 
strong guard, so that he can get no reinforcement. I myself intend, so soon as your 
men arrive, to come to Leydenberg. If they do not speedily come through I cannot 
keep these Burghers longer, and will then be compelled to give the Kafirs full play. 
1 rely therefore that within three days the orders will be carried out. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) THOS. BURGERS, 

State PreMent and Commander-in-'cki^. 
To the Landdrost of Leydenberg. 



Inclosure 4 in No. 79. 



To His Excellency Sir Henry Barkly, Governor of the Cape Colony, and Her 
Majesty's High Commissioner in South Africa. 

The Petition of the Undersigned, Inhabitants of the New Caledonian Gold 
Fields, South African Republic, 

Humbly Sheweth, 

That your petitioners, whose names are appended hereto, although now residing 
in the Transvaal Republic, have never resigned nor, so far as we know, forfeited 
their right to be considered good loyal subjects of the British Empire. 

That war has broken out in the district surrounding these Gold Fields betweeji 
the Government of the Transvaal Republic and the Kafirs of the tribe under the 
Chief Sikukuni. 

That the district has, during the past few weeks, been overrun by marauding 
Kafir parties, who have driven away large numbers of cattle, slaughtered natives of 
tribes friendly to the Government, and robbed goods from waggons belonging to 
British subjects, who are also residents in this State. 

That so far the Kafirs have made no demonstration against these Gold Fields, 
and there is some reason at present to hope they will not, in their present temper, 
interfere with the British subjects located here. 

That, however, owing to the immunity with which the Kafirs have been able to 
commit depredations since the war has opened, and the freedom with which they 
have been left to overrun the district, it is feared they may even yet turn 
their arms against this community, and make a raid here for the purpose of 
plunder. 

That the Government of the Transvaal Republic, to which your petitioners pay 
taxes in return for the privileges they are allowed here, while stating they will not 
require your petitioners to render military service in connection with the present 
war against the Kafirs, except in cases of extreme emergency, have at the same , 
time entirely abandoned your petitioners to their own resources ; left them unaided 
to defend themselves, not even sending them a supply of arms or ammunition to 
enable them to make good their defence in case of attack. 

That it appears to your petitioners the Government of the Transvaal Republic 
have not the power to give their community adequate protection in the present 
emergency, all available resources being required to enable the commando, now in 
the field against the Kafirs, to operate with due efficiency and effect; or, at any 
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rate, that no such protection can be hoped for from the Government in face of the 
despatch or letter dated Pretoria, May 17, 1876, signed "Swart," Government 
Secretary, received and published here by the Gold Commissioner, and copy of 
which is hereunto annexed* 

That in consequence of this the people here have been thrown entirely upon 
their own resources and have been put to much loss and inconvenience by having 
to leave their work and meet togetner from time to time to concert measures for 
general protection. 

That, on account of the unsatisfactory state of things described above, a 
feeling of great insecurity prevails here ; heavy loss has been brought upon the 
community, many former innabitants have left, and those who remain feel them- 
selves in a position of great and trying anxiety. 

That the position of this community at the present moment in the matter of 
supplies is very serious, all traffic on the main roads being stopped, and present 
stock of provisions on hand here not being sufficient to hold out long against a 
continuous demand with no replenishments. 

That your Petitioners have read with pleasure the remarks of General Sir 
Arthur Cunnynghame, Commander of Her Majesty's forces in South Africa, made 
at the Worcester Railway Tiffin, to the effect that, in case of danger from war 
with Kafirs, the British troops now in South Africa would assist parties beyond the 
Colony. 

Your Petitioners therefore humbly request your Excellency, acting on behalf 
of Her Most Gracious Majesty Queen Victoria, to afford to Her Majesty's subjects 
in this part of South Africa that protection which their situation requires, in what- 
ever way may to your Excellency appear most fit and proper in view of the 
Peculiar and exceptional position of your Petitioners as temporary residents of this 
icpublic. 

And your Petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray. 

(Here follows about 180 signatures, which it seems better 
in the present position of affairs not to publish. — H. B.) 



Inclosure 5 in No. 79. 
Sir, Pretoria, May 19, 1876. 

I HAVE been instructed by his Honour the State President to inform you 
that his Honour has taken the proper steps to punish Sikukuni for his rebellion. 

His Honour instructs you to inform the community of the Gold Fields that 
they are in no way called to interfere in the matter, and that only in self-defence of 
their property and lives they will be required to act, the Government being quite 
-competent to deal with the matter at present, and will only call upon the diggers in 
case of very great emergency. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) SWART, State Secretary. 

To the Gold Commissioner, 

New Caledonia Gold Fields. 



Inclosure 5 in No. 79. 

Sir, Government House, Cape Town, August 26, 1876. 

OWING to an accident to the Union Company's steamer '* Zulu/* your letter 
of the 18th ultimo, addressed to the High Commissioner, and forwarding a petition 
from British subjects at Leydenberg Gold Fields, requesting the protection which 
their position requires, only reached his Excellency this morning. 

2. Under ordinary circumstances the High Commissioner would have felt 
altogether unable to entertain such an application from persons residing in an 
-independent State, but the accounts which have just arrived of the complete failure 
of the expedition against Sikukuni are of so alarming a nature that I am directed 
to acknowledge your communication, and to intimate that his Excellency some 
weeks ago wrote to inform the Government of the South African Republic tnat Her 
Majesty's Government considered the aggressive course that was being pursued 
against the natives dangerous to the peace of South Africa, and to offer assistance 
in solving the difficulties in which the Republic had become involved. 

3. His Excellency entertains a hope that this offer of mediation may now be 
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accepted by both parties^ and that he may thus have the opportunity of aiding to 
put a stop to the horrors of a native war. 

I have &c. 
(Signed) ' HAMPDEN WILLIS, 

Clerk to the 'High Commissioner, 
Joseph Howse, Esq., Member of Mining and 
Defence Committees, Pilgrim's Rest. 



No. 80. 

Oovemor Sir H. Barkly, O.C.M.G.^ K.C.B.^ to the Earl of Camarvon.-^{Received 

September 23.) 
My Lord, Cape Town^ August 31, 1876. 

IN a postscript to my despatch by last mail on the subject of the Transvaal 
war, I referred to a press telegram that had just arrived from Natal v\k East 
London, announcing the failure of the attack upon Sikukuni's town, and the subse-« 
quent dispersion of the Republican army. 

2. I have now the honour to inclose more detailed and somewhat later accounts 
of the same events as telegraphed from Kimberley. I likewise forward a copy of 
the ^*Gold Fields Mercury " of the 4th instant, containing a' full description of the 
mountain fastness in question, together with a curious document purporting to be 
a message from Sikukuni himself to the Englishmen at the Gold Fields, in which, 
while complaining that some had borne arms against him, he disclaims all intention 
of molesting them, and promises at the end of the war to repay them for any 
damage that may have been done by his people. 

3. It may be gathered, from a collation of the news now sent, that there was 
no truth in the previous report that Sikukuni had abandoned his stronghold ; that 
he was attacked in it on the 2nd instant by President Burgers with a force 
consisting of 2,Q00 whites and 900 blacks, which advanced in two columns, one of 
which retired after almost reaching the town, on account of not being supported 
by the other, of which only forty men could be persuaded to go into action. 

4. A hasty retreat of the whole army ensued to its old camp at Matle, fifty 
miles off, where, after a council of war, at which suggestions for erecting a fortified 
post, with a view of checking pursuit by the Kafirs, were in vain urged by the 
President; the Boers, ill«supplied with food and ammunition, became mutinous, and 
a general dispersion took place. 

5. His Honour, who retired with the remnant in the direction of Leydenberg, 
sent on the 9th an express to Pretoria from Steel Poort, about 40 miles north-east 
of the latter town, announcing his approaching return to the seat of Government, 
And ordering the Volksraad to be summoned for the 4th September. 

6. On the same day, however, he addressed a despairing letter to the Commis- 
sioner at the Gold Fields, stating that unless provisions and reinforcements were 
immediately sent his position was hopeless. Twenty-two oxen and a supplv of 
Indian corn were accordingly dispatched under escort of fifty men and a neld- 
piece, 

7. Nothing is said as to the army having been pursued by Sikukuni, who 
probably remained long unaware of the cause of its sudden disappearance; nor, 
although the attitude of the natives of the districts through whicn it retreated is 
said to have become more unfriendly, does it seem that either its cannon or supplies 
had been cut off by an enemy. The former were, no doubt, found an incumbrance, 
and may have been hidden, as stated in the ''Standard and Mail" telegram, which 
gives by far the least unfavourable report of affairs. 

8. This fact, however, tends to prove how precipitate was the retreat, if not to 
suggest the complete demoralization of the force. Should the President be extri- 
cated from his dangerous position, there appears but little chance of his being able 
to resume the campaign for a considerable length of time ; and the danger of 
course is, that the hostile tribes in the vicinity, including the Zulus, may be 
thereby emboldened to act on the offensive, and overrun the settled districts of the 
Republic. 

9. It is impossible, indeed, as yet to estimate fully the sad results which may 
follow such a loss of prestige on the part of the European inhabitants. 

I nave, &c. 
(Signed^ HENRY BARKLY. 

(458) Q 
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p.S. — September 1. The accompanying telegram just received from Kimberley 
entirely confirms the intelligence by the previous week's post, but adds little to it, 
except"^ the statement that President Burgers was expected in Pretoria in a day 
or two, which favours the idea that he had made his escape from the Steel Poort 

camp. 

^ H. B. 

Inclosure 1 in No. 80. 

— Murray to 8ir H. Barkly, O.C.M.O., K.C.B. 

(Telegraphic.) Kimberley^ August 31, 1876. 

TRANSVAAL mail just in. The collapse of the Commando is most complete. 
They have returned home for the most [part, and President Burgers was expected 
in Pretoria in a day or two. Great consternation in Leydenberg. The news is 
confirmed that the Field-Cornets and others there have decided to ask for British 
protection. Strong opposition in the Gold Fields on arrival of Shikman and Parker 
for volunteers. None will go. Defence Committee there resolved to apply to 
Natal for British protection. Mr. Hart, one of the station masters, Delagoa Bay, 
killed by Kafirs. Fears were entertained for the life of Dr, Birch, but later news 
gives hopes that he is alive. 



Inclosure 2 in No. 80. 
Extracts from the " Cape THmes" 

Latbst Telbqrams. 

Kimberley, Friday, August 25. 

TRAVSVAAL waggon last night. Boers defeated by Sikukuni. " Advocate '* 
publishes following account, heading it '' Collapse : authentic particulars/' and so 
on, Oliphant's River, August 12th. Sikukuni's mountain attacked early on the 
morning of the 2nd instant. The "Oostelyk Legen" left for the field of battle on 
the evening before, at 9 o'clock, having about 800 white men and 250 of Fededla's 
Kafirs, Joubert acting as General, while Gert van de Venter took his place as Com- 
mandant of Potchefstroom district. The other wing of the army with Mapoch's 
men, under General Pretorius and Lieutenant-General Smit, were to appear on the 
scene at 4 o'clock in the morning. We had to climb a tremendous mountain at the 
back of Secocoeni's station, under fire from the enemy, in an hour and a-half, which 
we would not have done under other circumstances in less than three hours. At 
sunrise the other wing of the army arrived with the cannons on the flats below 
us. The cannons opened fire, but we could only see the Mapochs fighting, and no 
white men, from where we were. We could see that little or nothing was being 
done below. The Kafirs were giving it to us hotter and hotter every minute. At 
last the order was given to retreat. Most of the Boers have proved themselves 
frightful cowards. On the mountain that night they were in such a state of mind 
that their officers could do ndthing with them. In more instances than one it has 
been proved that the officers placed more confidence in the young English and other 
Colonial men than in their own men in the Krijsraadt. 

It was afterwards found that out of the whole wing of the " Westelijk Leger ** 
not more than thirty or forty men had shown fight. The Mapochs men not l^ing 
backed up by the whites, had to retreat here also. Among the men who showed 
pluck were Englishmen — one Captain King (a friend of Colonel Weatherly), Kirton 
Daniels and others. These were on the station with the Mapochs, and set light to 
some of the huts, but were hard pressed by the enemy and had to retreat, whilst 
nearly the whole wing were lying in sluits doing nothing, fearful of exposing their 
bodies. The President held a Council of War, and examined all the officers as to the 
cause of the retreat. I have seen enough of this commando to convince me that 
with them no stronghold with any pretention of strength will ever be taken by 
them. They told this to the President. They held meetings, and decided to go 
home without leave. Such being the case, and there being neither meat nor meal 
in camp, the President had to give in and license the break up. The President has 
gone to Leydenburg, and about 500 men are with him, I believe by next Monday 
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we shall leave for home, so you can expect us soon after the end of this month. 
Write to Pretoria, as that will be the only town we shall pass. The '* Volksstem '* 
says that the Volksraad is to meet on the 4th September, beings specially called upon 
to meet for that date. * President expected at Pretoria during the week. Private 
advice says Burghers, in his defeat, begged his men to shoot him rather than dis- 
grace him. He is now cooped up with 100 men about forty miles from Leydenburg, 
and seems to have lost his cannon; he begs that one be sent him, with provisions. 
A Cape gentleman, present at a meeting of Commandants and Field Cornets at 
Leydenburg Landdrost s office. Proposition of Landdrost Cooper to solicit British 
Government to take over the Transvaal assented to. Burgers to be informed of 
their wish. All President's despatches denounced as a tissue of lies. 



Extra to the ^' Gold Fields Mercury.^* 
Another Engagement. 



" Gold Fields Mercury^' Office, 

August 6, 1 876. 
The appended documents reached us yesterday. As documents, we can 
vouch for their genuineness, and do not consider ourselves at liberty to suppress 
them once they have come into our possession, much as we know the responsibility 
of publishing them entails, and extraordinary as they undoubtedly are. The name 
of the writer we suppress, but have it in our possession. The information we have 
every reason to believe to be thoroughly reliable. We print the documents verbatim 
et literatim : — 

To the Editor of the '' Gold Fields Mercury." 

'' Sir, " Secocoeni's Oity, July 26, 1876. 

•* As the Transvaal is now at war with Sikukuni^ it may not be out of place 
to give some description of his mountain, to which the Transvaal Commando is 
now approaching, and also Secocoeni's sentiments towards the English Govern- 
ment generally, and to the English at the Gold Fields particularly. 

'^ Sikukuni's City, as his Induna loves to call it, is situated, I should say, about 
seventy miles from Pilgrim's Eest, in the Drakensberg Range, upon a triangular 
flat, surrounded by rocky hills, not higher than those round Pilgrim's Rest, and in 
some places much lower, but very difficult of ascent, as it is very rugged and 
steep; these hills are fortified by thick stone walls, one behind the other, and 
divided into sections or squares, by narrow footpaths, forming the ingress and 
egress for the women to the laagers erected on the sumiftit of the hills. I cannot 
better explain the plan of the stone walls, than by comparing it to the pew in a 
church or amphitheatre. The entrance to the city consists of two passes or poorts ; 
one is approached by a footpath, which is barricaded at a deep gully which it 
crosses ; the other is protected by a rocky hill on each side well fortified by stone 
walls and a thick prickly pear hedge, of which the gaps has been strengthened by 
camel thorn trees, spans the pass from hill to hill, with a gate closed every night ; 
the city itself is surrounded by a camel thorn hedge about six feet high, with only 
one gate also closed every night. Everything is well looked to at Sikukuni's ; the 
women have left the city for the laagers on the hills, where plenty of mealies and 
corn are stowed away ; about 4,000 head of cattle have been sent into the ravines 
and kloofs round the city, also a great number of goats ; the rest of the (cattle, we 
suppose, but the word is left out in the original) have been sent across the Elephants 
River to the Queen Matchachie. Watches are placed by day and night on the 
hills close to the Commando, now (Sunday about the end of July, Fve lost the 
date,) lying on Sikukuni's side of the Elephants, 3/4 (we suppose this means 
3 to 4) days' march from the city. I've had a look at the Commando and do not 
consider it more than 1,000 or 1,200 strong; and T do not think it possible that 
Secocoeni will be conquered by that Commando, at least not in 1876. 

*'I am acquainted with IVlatsepa's mountain; I see it styled by the latest 
papers the Gibraltar of South Africa. I do not know what name will be found for 
Secocoeni's mountain, or when the Burghers will have to charge the Chief Skorr's 
mountain, which is commonly known amongst us traders as the Precipice. 

*'Then again the Transvaal does not fight Secocoeni alone; there is a general 
rise among the Chiefs Magakal, Skrorr, Maglaba, Sowawa^ and the Queen 
(458) Q 2 
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Matchachie^ all living across the Elephants ; these are not petty Ghie& like Mat- 
sepa, &c., but paramount over large tribes. Even the petty Chiefs Sequoi, Malitel^ 
and Mariep, below Orikstad, have joined Secocoeni. 

" In a conversation I had last Monday with Sikukuni he said to me : — ^ I think 
I will beat the Boers and burn Leydenburg, and all the homesteads down to the 
Comatie ; but if unfortunately I should get beaten, I shall follow at once the 
example set by the late Chief Moshesh and apply to the great Chief at the Cape to 
become a British subject. I would sooner give my country to the English than one 
inch of ground to the Boers/ 

^^ As I am sending this to Pilgrim's Rest, Secocoeni has asked me to send the 
following messap^e to the English at the Gold Fields, which I gladly do^ as I see by 
the paper that they have been put to a great deal of expense and trouble by false 
rumours and wilful misrepresentations, which has been the means of nearly or very 
nearly ruining the Gold Fields." 

(Here follows the Signature.) 

The following is the document marked as " Sikukuni's Message :" — 

'* Sikukuni has heard from that the Englishmen at the Gold Fields are 

building laagers^ and he has also heard from Johannes' men that Englishmen fired at 
his boys at Kruger's Post ; that the Englishmen at the Gold Fields are afraid of an 
attack from his boys ; but he can assure them that that is not his intention, and that 
he has given strict orders to his people not to molest the Englishmen at the Gold 

Fields, nor to take anything belonging to them. Sikukuni has asked to tell 

the Englishmen to come and trade with him ; he will send ten men to the boundary 
to bring them safely to his place, where they will get protection. Powder and lead 
they must not bring as he has plenty, but they must bring plenty of blankets and 
picks for his boys. Mealies he cannot promise them, but he has money, for the 
mealies his boys must save, as the war won't allow them to plough this year. Now 

Sikukuni regrets to hear from — — that his boys have captured two waggons 

belonging to Englishmen ; it is against his orders, and if the owners will apply to 
him after the war he will repay them. Now that Sikukuni has said all he wants 
to say he will also say this, tnat he loves the English at the Gold Fields, and he 
hopes they also love him." 

The loUowing document was also in the same packet as contained the above^ 
and signed with the same signature as to the first document. 

** The following is the result of the action at Johannis: — ^killed 47 men, 19 
women, 13 children; and wounded, 16 men, 4 women. I've gathered the following 
from Johannis, who sent for me, to see if I could do anything to his wounds. I 
arrived at his place about ten or twelve hours after the action from Steelpoort 
River. He says : — ' 

"We were taken unawares; we saw the Boers approaching but not the 
Zwasies. The women asked me if they should go in the cave, but I told them it 
was only the Boers coming, and they are sure to run away at the first shot. At 
about 3,000 yards from my place they came to a standstill, and I gave orders to my 
men to go and meet them, which we did, when the Zwasies, who were behind us on 
the hill, charged the laager ; we rushed back to the laager, but they came in such 
numbers over the walls that after our first shots were fired we had not time to 
re-load but had to fight with the butts of our muskets. The Zwasies fought well, 
but the Boers were afraid to come on : they stopped where we left them. Johannis 
got a stab from an assegai in the right breast and another through the groin of the 
left leg; he died two days after; before he died he called his brother and said: 
' I am going to die ; I am thankful I do not die by the hands of these cowardly 
Boers, but by the hands of a black and courageous nation like myself. You are 
now Chief here ; promise me that you will never give up this piece of ground, but 
that you will die defending it.' His brother said these words: 'I promise you the 
Boers shall get this ground after they have killed me.' Johannis said, ' That is 
good.' He then took leave of his people, told his brother to read his Bible, and 
'expired." 

We have given the above documents verbatim et literatim^ just as they came into 
our hands. We can, as we have said, vouch for their genuineness. At the same 
time as we received them we heard that an engagement took place last Monday 
this side the Oliphant's (^or, as it is called in the above documents, the '' Elephants") 
River^ between the main Commando and about 2,000 of Sikukuni's men. The 
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latter tried to stop the others on the flat, but had to retire before the fire of the 
Boers, having seventeen men killed. The Boers attempted to pursue them into the 
hills, but v^rithout success, nine of their number being shot. On this matter, 
however, our information is vague, and we await the arrival of the mail before 
saying anything further about it. 

August 7. — Yesterday's mail brings news of the main body of the Commando 
up to the 22nd. It was then at the Malutu, but did not appear to be doing much, 
only a little skirmishing having taken place. Particulars next issue. 



No 81. 
Colonial Office to War Office. 

Sir, Downing Street, September 23, 1876. 

WITH reference to recent correspondence on the subject of the strength of the 
troops in South Africa, I am directed by the Earl of Carnarvon to request that you 
will state to Mr. Secretary Hardy that in view of the present state of affairs in the 
Transvaal Republic, his Lordship would be glad if the regiment which is about to 
proceed to the Cape to relieve the 32nd Regiment might be diverted to Natal ; and 
that steps should be taken to despatch by the same opportunity a supply of camp 
equipment for two battalions, together with 500 saddles and bridles. 

Lord Carnarvon thinks that the 32nd Regiment should be detained in South 
Africa till further orders ; and it may become desirable to add to them a detach- 
ment of, say^ 150 men from Mauritius ; but^ on this last point, his Lordship will 
communicate later with Mr. Hardy. 

I am^ &c. 
(Signed) ROBERT G. W. HERBERT. 



No. 82. 

The Earl of Carnarvon to Governor Sir H. Barkly, G.C.Af.G., K.C.B. 

Sir, Downing Street, September 23, 1876. 

1 HAVE to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch of 16th ultimo,* 
forwarding copy of a Proclamation which you had issued in your capacity of Her 
Majesty's High Commissioner, warning British subjects to abstain from taking part 
in the war between the Transvaal Republic and certain native tribes. 

2. I entirely approve of the course which you pursued in this matter. 

3. I take this opportunity of acknowledging the receipt of your despatch 
(Griqua-Land) of 23rd June^t reporting the steps taken by yourself and Major 
Lanyon to prevent irregular expeditions in aid of the Transvaal Republic. 

4. I had intended to have conveyed to you my approval of these measures at 
an earlier date, but your despatch was inadvertently overlooked. 

5. I have learned with satisfaction that Major Lanyon proposes to procure the 
enactment of a Bill to control recruiting for the service of foreign States, in accor* 
dance with the model inclosed in my Circular despatch of 6th August, 1874. I 
would suggest that you should invite the attention of your Government to the 
expediency of introducing into the Cape Parliament similar legislation. 

I have &Lc 
(Signed) ' CARNARVON. 



No. 83. 

The Earl of Carnarvon to Governor Sir H. Barkly/Q.CM.G., K.C.B. 

Sir, Downing Street, September 23, 1876. 

I HAVE received your despatch of the 14th ultimo4 and I fully approve 
of the terms of your communication of the 12th ultimo to President BurgerSi 

• No, 66, t No. 88. ; No, 64. 
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of which )^ou inclose a copy, on the subject of the war in the Transvaal ftepublic 
and the dangers of the course pursued by that State towards the native races. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) CARNARVON. 



No. 84. 
Colonial Office to the Evangelical Alliance. 

Sir, Downing Street, September 26, 1876. 

IN reply to your letter of the 18th instant,* I am directed by the Earl of 
Carnarvon to acquaint you that his attention had already been called to the 
ill-treatment of a French Missionary and his companions by the authorities of the 
South African Republic. 

His Lordship has received the intelligence of these occurences with much 
regret, but the condition of the Transvaal Republic renders it obviously useless to 
make any attempt at the present moment to obtain compensation or redress. 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) R. IL MEADE. 



No. 85. 
The Earl of Carnarvon to lAeutenant-Oovernor Sir H. £. Bulwer, K.C.M.G. 

Sir, Downing Street, September 28, 1876. 

I HAVE to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch of 22nd ultimo,! 
forwarding information of the defeat of the forces of the Transvaal Republic by 
Secocoeni, and the probability of an application being made to the British Govern- 
ment for assistance. 

1 had already received intelligence of these occurrences by telegraph and 
despatch from Sir H. Barkly, and I have to inform you that, looking to the extent 
to which Natal is affected by the present condition of affairs in the Transvaal, and 
to Sir T. Shepstone's special influence with the natives, and knowledge of their 
views and feelings, I have, as you will doubtless have already learnt unofficially, 
determined to appoint him Special Commissioner to carry out on behalf of Her 
Majesty's Government any negotiations which may be found necessary and 
practicable. 

Sir T. Shepstone left England for South Africa by the mail steamer of the 
23rd instant, and I inclose for your information copy of a despatch, addressed 
to Sir H. Barkly, which was entrusted to his care.J 

I have &c* 
(Signed) ' CARNARVON. 



No. 86. 
Colonial Office to the Aborigines Protection Society, 



Sir, Downing Street, September 28, 18(6. 

IN reply to your letter of the 16th instant,§ I am directed by the Earl of 
Carnai*vort td acquaint you that his attention had already been called to the 
ill-treatment of a French missionary and his companions by the authorities of the 
South African Republic. 

His Lordship has received the intelligence of these occurrences with much 
regret, but the condition of the Transvaal Republic, and the very critical circum- 
stances in which that State is now placed, rendei- it obviously useless to make any 
attempt to obtain compensation or redress at the present moment. 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) R. H. MEADE. 

* No. 68« t No. 75, $ No. 74. t 4 No. 67. 
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No. 87. 

The Earl of Carnarvon to Governor Sir H. BarJcly, O.C.M.G., K.C.h. 

Sir, Downing Street, September 29, 1876. 

I HAVE received with much satisfaction your despatch of 31st ultimo,* 
forwarding a Memorandum by the Secretary for Native Affairs showing the 
rumours of alleged warlike intentions on the part of the Kafir tribes in the 
Transkei to have been entirely without foundation. 

I have &c« 
(Signed) CARNARVON, 



No. 88. 

The Earl of Carnarvon to Governor Sir H. Barkly, G.C.Af.G., K.C.B. 

Sir, Downing Street, September 29, 1876. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the recept of your despatch of the 
17th ultimo,t on the subject of the conduct of the Chief Jantje Mothibe in conse- 
quence of the Judgment of Mr. Stockenstrom in the Land Court. 

X approve of the action taken by the Administrator in this matter. 

T have &c 
(Signed) ' CARNARVON. 



^-«WfBiBVMiii^B««MMVaMa|pa^i^MMMi^H^M^H^^IHl*WMii«^«NWi^ 



No. 89, 
The Earl of Carnarvon to Governor Sir H. Barkly, G.C.M.G., K.C.B. 

Sir, Downing Street, September 30, 1876. 

I HAVE received your despatch of 31st ultimo, | reporting that the Trans- 
vaal Government are undoubtedly in possession of explosive bullets, though there 
is no evidence that they have as yet been actually employed in the war. 

I cannot refrain from expressing my great regret that there should be any 
foundation for the report that such bullets might be used, and I earnestly hope that 
recourse will not be had to so barbarous a method of prosecuting the war, if, 
indeed, the war can in any way be continued on the part of the Boers. 

If, however, any information to that effect should reach you, I have to request 
you to make such remonstrances to the Transvaal Government, or to adopt such 
measures as you may find under, the circumstances practicable, to bring to an end 
a practice so atrocious in itself, which is condemned by all civilized nations, and is 
likely even to lead to horrible retaliation by the natives. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) CARNARVON. 



No. 90. 
War Office to Colonial Office. 

Sir, Pall Mall, September 30, 1876. 

I AM directed by Mr. Secretary Hardy to acquaint you, for the information 
of the Earl of Carnarvon, that the steamer which carries out the 2nd Battalion 
3rd Foot to Natal will leave Ireland with that Regiment on Tuesday morning, 
October 3. As it will be necessary to give instructions as to her movements, 1 am 
to request that you will inform me whether Lord Carnarvon is yet in a position to 
say what instructions should be given as to the possible withdrawal of a portion of 
the Mauritius garrison, and as to the detention of the transport at the Cape, with a 
view of bring home the Regiment at present under orders to be relieved. 

1 am to observe that information on the latter point is very desirable, as the 
cost of detaining the vessel at the Cape would be 2,000Z. a month, and if the 

* No. 78. t No. 66. X No. 77. 
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Regiment to be relieved is likely to be detained for any length of time she 
had probably better come home as soon as she has landed the 2nd Battalion 
3rd Regiment. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) J. C. VIVIAN. 



No. 91. 

Colonial Office to War Office. 

Sir, Downing Street, October 2, 1876. 

I AM directed by the Earl of Carnarvon to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the 30th ultimo,* on the subject of the movement of troops for South 
Africa. 

In reply, I am to request that you will state to Mr. Secretary Hardy that, 
unless the Lieutenant-Governor of Natal (to whom Lord Carnarvon will write on 
the subject) should request the reinforcement of 150 men from Mauritius, his 
Lordship would prefer that the existing arrangements in the latter Colony should 
not be disturbed. 

As, however, it is impossible for Lord Carnarvon, at this distance, to express 
a decided opinion as to the adequacy of the reinforcement now being sent to Natal, 
his Lordship would be glad if the Secretary of State for War could give such 
instructions as would permit of the transport, either returning home direct after 
landing the troops at Natal, or proceeding to Mauritius for the further reinforcement, 
according as Sir H. Bulwer may request. ^ Lord Carnarvon has suggested the 
return of the transport to this country in the event of her not proceeding to 
Mauritius, as the length of time during which an increased force may be required 
in South Africa is altogether uncertain. 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) ROBERT G. W. HERBERT. 



No. 92. 
The Earl of Carnarvon to Governor Sir H. Barhhjj G.C.M.G., K.C.B. 

Sir, Downing Street, Octobers, 1876. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch of the 
21st August,t forwarding a Report from the Agent in Basuto-Land of the ill- 
treatment of a French missionary and his companions by the authorities of the 
South African Republic. 

I transmit, for your information, copies of letters which 1 have received from 
the Aborigines* Protection Society and the Evangelical Alliance on this subject, 
with copies of the answers which have been returned by my directions, j; 

I have &c. 
(Signed) ' CARNARVON, 

No. 93. 

War Office to Colonial Office. 

Sir, Pall Malh October 3, 1876. 

I AM directed by the Secretary of State for War to acknowledge the receipt 
of your letter of the 2nd instant,§ on the subject of the movement of troops for South 
Africa, and to acquaint you, in reply, that the officer commanding at the Mauritius 
has been instructed to despatch 150 men to Natal should the Lieutenant-Governor 
of that Colony send for them ; and, further, that the Admiralty has been requested 
to give orders for the return to this country direct of the transport *' St. Lawrence" 
should she not be required to fetch the above detachment of troops from Mauritius. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) J. C. VIVL\N. 



* iTo. 90. t No. 70. J Nos. 67, 68, 84, and 86. § No. 91. 
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No. 94. 

■ 

The Earl of Carnarvon to Lieutenant- Governor Sir H. E. Bulwer, K. CM. O. 

Sir, Downing Street, October 4, 1876. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your despatches of the 
22nd ultimo,* forwarding information respecting the progress of the war between 
the Transvaal Republic and certain native tribes, and the attitude of Cetywayo and 
the Zulus with regard to it. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) CARNARVON. 



No. 95. 

Ldeutenant' Governor Sir H. E, Bulwer, K.C.M.G.y to the Earl of Carnarvon. — {Reveived 

October 6.) 

My Lord, Government House, Maritzburg, Natal, August 25, 1876. 

IN connection with the subject of my despatches of the 22nd instant,* 1 have 
the honour to forward, for your Lordship's information, copy of a letter received 
by me from the Defence Committee of the Leydenberg Gold Fields, together with 
copy of the reply which I have addressed to the Committee. 

2. it will be seen that inclosed in the letter from the Committee is copy of one 
received by the Landdrost of Leydenberg from President Burgers, dated Steel Poort, 
the 9th August. 

I have &c. 
(Signed) ' HENRY BULWER. 



Inclosure 1 in No. 95. 
Sir, 

THE Defence Committee appointed by the inhabitants of the Leydenberg Gold 
Fields beg respectfully to draw the attention of your Excellency to a Memorial 
addressed to Sir Henry Barkly, High Commissioner, copy of whicH was forwarded 
to your Excellency on the 3lst July, which Memorial set forth the unprotected 
state of the inhabitants of these Fields, a large portion of whom are women and 
children, and nearly all British subjects. 

At that time it was not anticipated that there was any immediate danger, 
seeing that several large commandos were in the field, wnose object was the 
investiture of the stronghold of the Chief Sikukuni, whom the Transvaal Govern- 
ment claimed as a subject. 

Since then reliable information has reached the Committee that the forces of 
the State (under the command of the President) have attacked Sikukuni's strong- 
hold, were repulsed, and the commando is broken up after making a disgraceful 
retreat. The remnant is now occupying a temporary fort at Steel Poort, and, unless 
succoured within three days, Leydenberg district (this district) will be at the 
mercy of Sikukuni's people. 

In confirmation we annex a copy of the President's despatch to the Landdrost 
of Leydenberg. 

Under these circumstances, as British subjects and representing the com- 
munity, we appeal to the nearest Representative of our Queen for the protection 
which this State cannot afford us. And we would strongly urge upon your Excel- 
lency that to be of use it must be afforded without delay. 

(Signed) ' JNO. TURTON, Chairman. 

JAS. ABBLETT, 
THOS. RUMLEYSIDE, 
JOSE I H HOWSE, 
WILLIAM ERASER, 
Pilgrim's Rest, Transvaal, August 13, 1876. 
To his Excellency Sir H. E. Bulwer, K.C.M.G., 

Lieutenant-Governor of Natal and Vice-Admiral of the same. 



> Committee. 



* Nos. 75 and 76. 
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Inclosure 2 in No. 95. 

Sir, Sted Poort, Jugmt 9, 1876. 

I HAVE the honour to inform you that I arrived here at the drift of Steel Poort 
Riv^Ts below tJba Poorly aod an now building a fort. 

W^ IMW9 however, no meal nor meat; send, therefore^ in the course of 
to-morrow w ihf day aftw to-inorrawj^ but not later^ twenty sUugbtered oxeu and. 

at, leasts a load of neaL 

Let the artillery, with one cannon and necessary aimniMition^ also come 
through to me; send forty of your Burghers also to occupy this fort. If you 
cannot gst the men together within two days, send then the Middleburghers, but 
be careful that your Burghers arrive in eight days ; send also, if possible, 1,000 lbs. 

of lead. 

It is absolutely necessary that these orders be promptly and strictly carried 
out, otherwise the district of Leydenberg is lost. 

If pottsibk l»t Johannes^ ii' the place be not already oeeupied, be sonroonded 
by a strong guard, so that he can get no reinforcement. I myself intend as soon 
as yo«r i»en arrive to come to Leydenberg. If they do not speedily come through 
I cannot keep these Burghers longer, and will then be compelled to give the Kafirs 
fuJl play. I r^ly, therefore, that within three days the orders will be carried out. 

I have, &Q. 
(Signed) THOS. BURGERS, 

State President and Ckmrnander^iitrchitf. 
To the La»ddro8t of Leydenberg. 



Inclosure 3 in No. 95. 

Sirs, Pine Town^ Natal, August 23, 1876. 

I HAVE just received your letter of the 13th instant. 

It is with great concern that 1 have learned the intelligence of the deplorable 
condition of affairs in the Leydenberg district, and of the unfortunate and serious 
position in which the inhabitants of that district and of the Gold Fields, many of 
whom are British subjects, are placed by the course of recent events. 

The hostilities undertaken by the President of the South African Republic 
against the native tribes in the neighbourhood of the Republic have been on every 
account a matter of infinite regret and of anxious concern not only to the Govern- 
ment of this Colony, which cannot but be seriously affected by these proceedings, 
but, as I have reason to believe, of Her Majesty's Government. 

Her Majesty's Government, I may venture tK> say, canoob view with indtflHaiTeQce 
any proceedings calculated to affect British interests in South Africa; and the 
position in which you are placed in consequence of a policy for which, I feel 
assured, you are not responsible, and with which you have no connection, cannot 
fhil to give much solicitude to Her Majesty'^ Government, before whom 1 shall duly 
lay your representations. 

In the letter now under acknowledgment you apply to me as British subjeds 
for the protection which the State in which you reside cannot,, you say, afford you ; 
and you urge that, to be of any use, the protection should be afforded without 
delay. 

Rut you do not give any indication of the means or mode by which this object 
may be best promoted. Tou cannot, of course, and I am sure that you do not for 
a moment er.Dect that I should take any action which would involve this Govern^ 
ment in the liostiiities now going on — hostilities with which it has nothing to do 
except to regret them — or which would in any way compromise the friendly 
relations which Her Majesty's Government maintains both with the Transvaal 
Republic and with the native tribes of South Africa. 

Should it be the wish of the contending parties, or of either of them, that I 
should use any influence that I may possess as the Governor of this Colony for the 
restoration of peace and for the settlement of any disputes between the two parties, 
or should you in any way discover how I can, with propriety and advantage, use 
that influence, or how I can otherwise assist you under tue present circumstances, 
I will spare no efforts that I can properly make to secure such objects; 

I am at present unable to say more, and, in fact, I answer your letter in some 
haste in order that I may answer it at once. I am forwarding a copy of it to his 
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Excellency the High Comnussioner by this day's mail, and I shall lay it before my 
Executive Council on my return to Maritzburg. 

I i^ave &c. 
(Signed) ' HENRY BULWER, Lieutenant-Governor. 
To the ChairmaD and Committee of the 

Defence Committee of the Leydenberg Gold Fields. 



No. 9ff. 

Governor Sir H. Btarkbf, O.C.M.O., K.C.B., (« the Sari 0/ Cmimnim.-^KMeived 

October 5.) 

My Lord, Govemmmf House ^ Cape TMn,' SepiBmber 7, 18T6. 

REFERRING to my despatch of the 16th ultimo,* on the subject of the 
enforcement of the provisions of the Foreign Enlistment Act in the case of the 
war in the Transvaal, I have now the honour to transmit copy of a despatch 
from the Administrator, stating that that Act has been proclaimed to be law in 
the Province, and that my Proclamation, warning Her Majesty's subjects against 
taking part in the said war, has likewise .been published tiiere. 

I have &c 
(Signed) ' HENRY BARKLY. 



Inclosure 1 in No. 96. 

Sir, Kimherleyy August 31, 1876. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Excellency's 
despatches with reference to the disturbances in the Transvaal Republic. 

In reply, I have to state that I have proclaimed the ''Foreign Enlistment Act, 
1870/' to be law in this Province, and also that I have published your Excellency's 
Proclamation, warning Her Majesty's subjects against taking part in the existing 
disturbances. 

I have &c* 
(Signed) * W. OWEN LANYON. 
His Excellency Sir H. Barkly, G.C.M.G., K.C.B., 
&c. &c. &c. 



Inclosdre 2 in No. 96. 

Proclamation. 

By his Excellency Sir Henry Barkly, Knight Grand Cross of the Most Distinguished 
Order of Saint Michael and Saint George, Knight Commander of the Most 
Honourable Order of the Bath, Governor and Commander*in-chief of the 
Province of Griqua-Land West, and Her Majesty's High Commissioner. 

WHEREAS war is now being carried on by the Government of the South 
African Republic against certain native tribes, and it is to be apprehended that 
British subjects may be induced to take part therein, in contravention of an Act of 
the Imperial Parliament (33 and 34 Vict., cap. 90) commonly known as '*The 
Foreign Enlistment Act, 1870," copy of which is set forth in a Schedule hereto : 

Now, therefore, I, as High Commissioner aforesaid, do hereby, pursuant to 
instructions to that effect from the Right Honourable the Se c retary of State for the 
Colonial Department, exhort and warn all Her Majesty's subjects to abstain from 
taking service under or in connection with any force raised for aggressive purposes 
during the war above-mentioned, and do charge all persons to use their utmost 
endeavours to prevent any contravention of the said Act of Parliament. 

God save the Queen ! 

* No. e&. 
(463) R 2 
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Given under my hand and the public seal of the Colony of the Cape of Good 
Hope^ this 16th day of August, 1876. 

(Signed) HENRY BARKLY, Governor. 

By command of his Excellency the Governor. 

(Signed) Wm. Owen Lanton, Administrator. 

[No. 29 of 1876.J 

No. 97- 
The Earl of Carnarvon to Lieutenant^Qovernor Sir H. E. Bulwert K.C.M.G, 

Sir, Downing Street^ October 5, 1876. 

I TRANSMIT herewith for your information and guidance copies of corres- 
pondence with the War Office,* from which you will learn that the 2nd Battalion 
3rd Foot has left this country as a reinforcement for the garrison of Natal. 

You will also observe that the officer commanding the troops at the Mauritius 
has been instructed to send 150 men to Natal should you find it necessary to ask 
for them, and the transport which takes out the 2nd Battalion 3rd Foot is under 
orders to fetch this detachment from Mauritius if required. 

Except in case of emergency, I should not think it desirable to withdraw any 
troops from Mauritius, but as contingencies which I cannot now foresee may arise^ 
and render a further strengthening of the force in Natal absolutely necessary, I 
think it well to leave in your hands the discretionary power of sending for the 
additional reinforcement should you consider it to be urgently required. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) CARNARVON. 



No. 98. 

The Earl of Carnarvon to Lieutenant-Oovemor Sir H. E. Bulwer, K.C.M.O. 

Sir, Downing Street, October 6, 1876. 

I HAVE received your despatch of 9th August,t and I have to express 
my approval of the message which you sent to Cetywayo, King of the Zulus, 
urging him to maintain peace with the Transvaal Republic. 

I have &c» 
(Signed) ' CARNARVON. 

No. 99. 
The Earl of Carnarvon to Governor Sir H. Barkly^ O.CM.G., K.C.B. 

Sir, Downing Street, October 5, 1876. 

I HAVE to acknowledge the receipt of your dfespatch of 31st ultimo,} 
forwarding a despatch from the Lieutenant-Governor of Natal with a letter 
addressed to him by the Defence Committee at the Leydenberg Gold Fields, 
together with a Memorial to yourself as High Commissioner, from the British 
residents at the Gold Fields. 

I have to express my approval of the answer which you returned to the 
Memorialists. 

I have &c. 
(Signed) ' CARNARVON. 



No. 100. 

The Earl of Carnarvon to Governor Sir H. Barkly, O.C.M.O., K.C.B. 

Sir, Downing Street, October 11, 1876. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch of 7th ultima,§ 
forwarding one from the Administrator of Griqua-Land West, stating that the 

♦ No8. 81, 90, 91, and 98. t No. 69. t No. 79. § No. 96. 
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Foreign Enlistment Act had been proclaimed to be law in the Province^ and 
that your Proclamation warning Her Majesty's subjects against taking part in 
the Transvaal war had likewise been published there. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) CARNARVON. 



No. 101. 

The Earl of Carnarvon to Governor Sir H. Barklj/j O.C.M.G.f K,C.B. 

Sir, Downing Street, October 12, 1876. 

1 HAVE read, with very great pain, an account^ reported in the *' Cape Argus" 
of September 9, of the cruel and brutal manner in which two prisoners, a Zulu and 
a man of Sikukuni's tribe, are alleged to have been put to death by the command, 
and in the presence of, President Burgers, a short time before that date. 

I deeply regret to observe that the statement is believed to be correct, and has 
received some confirmatioo from other sources, but I cannot yet permit myself to 
conclude that the facts can have been exactly as represented, and that President 
Burgers, the head of a civilised State, who, but a short time ago, strongly and 
repeatedly assured me that the stories of the cruelties alleged to be practised by the 
Boers were unfounded, can have brought discredit alike upon himself and his 
Government by ordering and presiding in person over so atrocious an act. 

I shall be very greatly relieved if, after making further inquiries, you are able 
to assure me that tne circumstances were not such as have been reported, and I 
Deed hardly add that Her Majesty's Government are determined that, so far as lies 
in their power, European civilisation in South Africa shall not be disgraced and 
endangered by such brutalities as that to which it has become my painful duty to 
refer. 

I have &c. 
(Signed) ' CARNARVON. 



No. 102. 
The Earl of Carnarvon to Lteutenant-Govemor Sir H. E. Bulwer^ K.CM.G. 

Sir, Douming Street, October 12, 1876. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch of 
25th August,* forwarding copies of a correspondence with the Defence Committee of 
the Lcydenberg Gold Fields respecting the position of British subjects in that 
district, and I have to express my approval of the tenor of the reply which you 
returned to the representations of the Committee. 

You are already aware that Her Majesty's Government have requested Sir T. 
Shepstone to return to South Africa, and have given him instructions and authority 
to act in the Queen's name in such manner as ne may deem best calculated for the 
protection of British interests in the Transvaal, and for the restoration of peace and 
order. 

I have^ &c. 
(Signed) CARNARVON. 



No. 103. 

Lieutenant-Governor Sir H. E. Bulwer, K.CM.G., to the Earl of Carnarvon. — {Received 

October 16.) 

My Lord, Government House, Maritzburg, Natal, August 29, 1876. 

I HAVE had the honour to receive your Lordship's despatch of the I2th July.t 
I have also received a despatch from Sir Henry Barkly, transmitting copy of 
a Proclamation which he had issued as High Commissioner, warning British 
subjects from taking service with forces raised for aggressive purposes against the 

• No. 96. t No* 34. 
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natives; and, in accordance with the instructioa contained in your Lordship'g 
despatch, I have issued a similar Prodamation in this Colony, copy of which is here- 
with inclosed. 

I also transmit copy of a notice which I have caused to be issued under the 
terms of the Foreign Recruiting Law of this Colony, passed last year, prohibiting 
recruiting in this Colony, for the service of any foreign State 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) HENRY BULWER. 



Indosure 1 in Na 103. 
'Extro/ot fr4iim the ^* Natal Government Gazette^ of August 29, 1876. 



Protlamation. 



By his Excellency Sir Henry Ernest Buhrer, Knight Commander of the Most 
Distinguished Order of St. Michael and St. Georg«, Lieutenant-Governor in 
and over the Colony of Natal, Vice- Admiral of the same, and Supreme Chief 
over the Native Population. 

WHEREAS war is now bein^ carried on by the Government of the South 
African Republic against certain Native Tribes ; and whereas it is to be appre- 
hended that British subjects may be ind«»ced to take part therein, in contravention 
of an Act of the Imperial Paiiiament (the 33 & 34 Vict., chap, 90), commonly 
called and known as ''The Foreign Enlistment Act, 1870/' duly proclaimed in this 
Cofony on the 2]st day of October, 1870, and since then in full force and operation 
in Natal, copy of which said Imperial Act of 1870 is set forth in a schedule hereto 
annexed ; now, therefore, I, as Lieutenant-Governor of the Colony, do, pursuant to 
instructions to that effect from the Right Honourable the Secretary of State for the 
Colonial Department, hereby exhort and warn all Her Majesty's subjects to abstain 
from accepting any commi^sroa or engagement, or taking any military service under, 
or in connection with, any f<)rce raised, or to be raised, for aggressive purposes during 
the war above-mentioned ; and do further charge all persons to use their best endea- 
vours to prevent any contravention of the said Act of Parliament, " The Foreign 
Enlistment Act, 1870." 

God save the Queen 1 

<7iven under my hand and the public seal of the Colony, at Government House, 
this 28th day of August, 1876. 

(Here follows the Schedule containing copy of the Imperial Act) 

(Signed) HENRY BULWEIR, Lieutefmnt^aovenm. 

By his Exceileney's command, 

(Signed) F, Napibb Bboookb, Colmtidl Secretwry. 



Inclosure 2 in No. 103. 
Extract from the *^ Natal Government Gazette"" of August 29, 1876. 

GtoVEKKMENT NoTiCE No. 243, 1876. 

Foreign Recruiting LaWy 1875. 

HIS Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor, in terms of section 3 of the Foreign 
Recruiting Law, 1875, hereby notifies that, from and after this date, recruiting in 
this Colony for the service of any foreign State shall be, and the same is hereby, 
prohibited. 

By his Excellency's command, 

(Signed) F. NAPTER BROOME, Colonial Secretary. 

Colonial Secretary's Office, Natal, August 28, 1876. 



IS7 

Wo. KM. 

LieutenofU-'Gfovemi^r Sir H. E. BtJwer, K.C.M.Q.y to the Earl of d ar najvo fi. — {BSecehed 

October 16.) 

My Lord, Government Home, Maritziurg, Natal^ September 2, 1876. 

I FORWARD, for yoar Lordship's information, cop^ of a letter which I haire 
addressed to the President of the South African Repabhc, iii connection with the 
application recently made to me by the Defence Committee at the Gold Fields. 

2. Upon my return to Maritzburg towards the end of last week I laid your 
Lordship's despatches of the 12th July,* toother with other papers on the subject 
of the hostilities in the Transvaal^ including the application above referred to and 
my reply to it, before the Executive Council ; and with their concnrreni^e I decided 
at once to inform President Burgers of the communication that had passed 
between the Leydenber^ Defence Committee and mvself, and at the same time to 
express the concern with which this Government viewed the hostilities that were 
being carried on and the assurance of its desire to aid in bringing abont a more 
satisfactory state of affairs. 

T have &LC 
(Signed) ' HENRY BITLWER. 



Tnclosure in No. 104. 

Sir, Oovemment House, Mmit^hurg, Natal, August 30, 1876. 

I HAVE the honour to inform you that by last week's post I received a letter 
from the members of the Defence Committee appointed by the inhabitants of the 
Leydenberg Gold Fields, in which the Committee representing the state of insecurity 
in which they and other British subjects were placed in consequence of the course 
of recent events in the Transvaal applied to me, as the nearest representative of 
the Queen, for protection. 

Whilst reminding the members of the Committee in my reply that of course 
they would not expect me to take any action which would involve this Government 
in the hostilities being carried on in the Transvaal, or which would in any way 
compromise the friendly relations which Her Majesty's Government maintains both 
with the Republic over which your Honour presides and' with the nwtive* tribes of 
South Africa, I did not hesitate to say that if either or both of the contending 
parties should express a wish for the exercise of my good offices, as Her Majesty's 
Representative in this Colony, in the restoration of peace and the settlement of 
disputes, or if in any way T could contribute to these objects, no efibrt that I could 
properly make would be wanting on mj part. 

I do not di&^uise from your Honour the apprehensions' I entertain of the 
serious consequences that may ensue from a continuance of the present hostilities; 
and the fact that the highest interests of this Colony are liable to be most gravely 
afiected by it is a consideration which I am confident will not weaken the assur- 
ances I herewith venture to give your Honour of the solicitude with which this 
Government regards the present crisis and of its anxious desire to aid, so fkr as it 
may be in its power, in bringing about a more satisfactory condition of affairs. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) HENRY BULWER, Ueutenant^Govemor. 

His Honour the President of the 

South African Republic. 



No. 105. 

IAeviitim€mt''GwernoT Sir H. E. Bulwer, K.C.M.O., to the Earl of Carnarvon. — {Received 

October 16:) 

My Lord, Government House ^ Maritzburg^ Nataly September 6, 1876. 

TWO mails have come in from the Transvaal since the date of my despatches 
of the 22nd August. 

2. The intelligence which I then reported of the defeat of the forces under the 

* Nos. 31, d2, 33, and 34. 
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President in their attack upon Sikukuni^s stronghold has been confirmed; and! 
forward, for your Lordship's information, copy of a letter by our Resident Magis- 
trate, in the Newcastle Division^ which contains an account of the circumstances 
under which the defeat of the Boers appears to have taken place. 

3. After the defeat, the greater part of the commando dispersed, and returned 
to their homes ; the President taking refuse at Steel Poort, with such of the forces as 
remained with him ; and, as your Lordship was made aware by the inclosures to my 
despatch of the 25th August,* sending to Leydenberg for assistance and supplies. ] 

Subsequently, it would seem, his Honour came in to Lydenberg with 100 men; 
on his return to Pretoria, where he has summoned the Volksraad to meet on the 
4th of this month ; and, according to the latest news received from Pretoria, he had 
arrived there. 

The results of the war so far have convinced him, it is said, that the '' com- 
mando" system is not to be relied upon ; and that it will be necessary to resort to a 
more regular military system. To establish this, and to provide means for carrying 
on the war, are the principal objects for which, it is asserted, he has called the 
Volksraad together. 

4. In the meanwhile active hostilities appear to be suspended. Steel Poort has 
been left with a small force in a fortified position ; and although there has been 
considerable apprehension at Leydenberg of an attack by Sikukuni's people, no 
authentic intelligence has been received to show that the- latter have hitherto taken 
any advantage of the discomfiture and retreat of the forces of the Republic. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) HENRY BULWER. 



/ 



Inclosure in No. 105. 

Minute. 
(Extract.) Newcastle, August 21, 1876. ^ 

THE latest news from the seat of war in the Transvaal is that brought down 
by the last post cart. It appears that the Boer Commando, about 1,400 strong, 
attempted to carry Sikukuni's town and stronghold by assault. The onset was a 
vigorous one; very little resistance was at first shown by the natives, and they 
apparently allowed the Boers to get inside the outer wall of the town, when they 
opened fire upon the assailants. The latter at once retreated in a most disorderly 
manner. 

The President, who was present, could not prevent the retreat ; immediately 
after which, about 1,000 Burghers left the Commando for their homes, in open 
defiance of the President, who was then left with only about 400 men. 

I have not been able to ascertain whether any Boers fell at the assault ; but I 
have reason to believe that they retreated so rapidly to the outside of the first 
enclosure wall, that they escaped without losing a single man, nor did they kill any 
of the natives. 

The President, as can be easily imagined, was enraged at the conduct of his 
people in making such a disgraceful retreat the moment they came in contact with 
the natives. 

This, combined with their subsequent mutinous conduct has, I believe, entirely 
shaken his faith in their bravery ; and he is calling for English, German, or others, 
of European nationality, as volunteers, offering them 51. per month, and a farm at 
the end of the campaign. Whether he will succeed in raising such a force, I am at 
the present moment unable to venture an opinion. 

The natives, 1 hear, are so elated with the favourable state of affairs, so far 
as they are concerned, that it is greatly feared they will sally out in strong force, 
burn Lydenberg, and other villages, and destroy the farmsteads scattered over an 
area embracing hundreds of miles. 

(Signed) M. OSBORN, Resident Magistrate. 

The Hon. the Secretary for Native Affairs, 

Natal. 
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No. 106. 

Lieutenant-Governor Sir H. £. Bulu^er^ K.C.M.G.^ to the Earl of Carnarvon. — (Received 

October 16.) 

My Lord, Oovemment House, Maritzbury, NataU September 6, 1876. 

REFERRING to my despatch of the 9th Aug^ust,* I have now the honour 
to forward copy of the statement, which your Lordship will find an interesting 
one, made on tneir return to Natal by the messengers who were sent by me on the 
25th July to the Zulu King. 

2. The answer of Cetywayo, whilst its tone was satisfactory, gave evident 
expression to the uneasy, restless, and warlike feeling which has been aroused in a 
people — all whose traditions are warlike — by the hostilities being carried on in their 
neighbourhood, and which is further inflamed by the recollection of old quarrels 
and animosities, and of still unsettled disputes, which the recent conduct of the 
Government of the Transvaal has unfortunately served to exasperate beyond 
measure. 

3. In consequence of the words used by Cetywayo, I felt it necessary to send 
another message to him, of which I inclose a copy. 

4. In connection with the feeling in Zulu-Land<» I forward copy of a Report 
received from the Resident Magistrate in the Umsinga Division. 

I have qtc 
(Signed) ' HENRY BULWER. 



IncloBure 1 in No. 106. 



Statement made by Chviliza and Umhlana, Messengers sent by the Government of Nntal tvith 

a Message to Cetywayo, King of the Zulus. 

ACCX3RD1NG to instructions received from the Honourable the Acting 
Secretary for Native Affairs, we proceeded to Zulu-Land, and called upon Mr. John 
Dunn at his residence there with the message. 

Mr. Dunn told us to proceed straight to the King s kraal with the message, as 
there was no occasion for his accompanying us there. 

We accordingly proceeded to the King's kraal, and delivered the message as 
given to us. 

The King replied that he had never taken any steps without first reporting 
them to the Government of Natal, or had he any wish to do anything not approved 
of by that Government; that, since the death of the late King Umpanda, he had 
never washed his assagais, as is the custom of his nation ; and that he asked leave 
now, as he had done before, to be allowed to assemble his commando and wash his 
assagais, otherwise attack some other tribe. 

He did not tell us the people he wished to attack, but we think he meant the 
Amaswazi. 

We noticed that the Zulus were well armed, guns being so cheap that they 
were bought for mere calves ; and when we arrived at the King's kraal, two of his 
regiments of young men had gone out on a big hunt to try their guns, and they 
appeared to understand the use of them thoroughly, judging from the number of 
skins we saw brought to the King. 

The Umdhlunkulu, or young women about the King's kraal, were also armed 
with guns, and we saw them practising ; they shot very well, killing great numbers 
of birds of all kind. 

All the women and other people belonging to the Ulundi kraal were assembling, 
as we were told, to rebuild that kraal ; otherwise, all appeared to us quiet in Zulu- 
Land. 

Taken before me, 
(Signed) FRED. B. FINNEY, 

Sworn Interpreter to the Natal Government. 

August 28, 1876. 
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Inclosure 2 in No. 106. 

Message from the Governor of Natal to Cetywayo^ King of the Zulus, sent by Uluhjeli 

and Gunliza. 

THE Governor of Natal has received Cetywayo's reply to the message sent 
by Gwiliza and Umhlana, in which the Governor impressed upon Cetywayo the 
importance of maintaining during the present excitement a pacific course of 
action. 

The Governor is glad to receive Cetywayo*s assurance that he has no wish to 
do anything not agreeable to this Government, The Governor did not suppose 
otherwise when he sent the message, only he thought it right to send those words to 
Cetywayo, as words of friendly counsel at a time when men's minds were agitated 
in neighbouring countries. 

Cetywayo, in his reply, adds, however, that he has not yet had an opportunity 
of washing his spears since his father's death, and appears to wish for the approval 
and consent of this Government that he may assemble his commando and wash his 
spears. 

The Governor would, therefore, remind Cetywayo that the washing of spears is 
not only not necessary for the consolidation of his power, but is decidely opposed to 
it under present circumstances. What the Zulu nation requires is the cultivation 
of the arts of peace, that it may be well with Cetywayo and his people, and that 
they may all increase in strength and prosperity ; whilst, on the other hand, war is 
a scourge, which desolates and ruins countries and leads to untold evils. 

The Governor of Natal is hopeful, as he has before said, that all questions 
and difficulties between Cetywayo and his neighbours will be settled by peaceful 
means. 

The Government of Natal, as the friend of Cetywayo, desires this, and the 
Governor has written on the subject to the Ministers of the Great Queen. 

The Governor, therefore, feels satisfied that Cetywayo will do nothing that will 
interfere with such a satisfactory settlement of the questions referred to, or lessen 
the good opinion which his conduct, since he ascended the Zulu Throne, has gained 
for him in the eyes of the Great Queen. 

By command of his Excellency, 

(Signed) J. AYLIFF, 

Acting Secretary for Native Affairs. 
Secretary for Native Affairs* Office^ Natal, 

September^, 1876. 



Inclosure 3 in No. 106. 
Statement. 

Resident Magistrate's Office, Umsinga Division, August 21, 1876. 

MHLEKESANA, a native residing near the Buffalo River, states: — 

I have just returned from the Zulu country. About three days ago I saw about 
twenty men driving a few cattle; they were following the Buffalo River down 
towards its junction with the Tugela River. 

At the kraal of Baza (Sirayo's brother), I learnt that the people I had seen 
were Sikwata's son and party, accompanied by some of Cetywayo's messengers, on 
their way from the war with the Boers, and that another party were following the 
Pongolo River down ; that these two parties were to meet at the Tugela mouth 
and proceed together to Cetywayo; and on their arrival all the Zulus were to 
assen)b1e. 

A head of cattle had been slaughtered at Baza's, and the people were feasting. 

In a jesting way the people said to me, " We will drive you and your white 
fathers over the sea for a while." I had only a lad with me, and, being a stranger, 
(lid not take part in their conversation, which was to the effect that the Zulus were 
well armed, and Cetywayo was having girls instructed in the use of guns. They 
said amongst themselves that '^Cetywayo wonakele u za ku cita u Zulu ege ka busi 
no ku busa."* . 

* That is, " Cetywayo is distracted ; lie is dispersing the Zulu nation before he has commenced lo 
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I am now returning to the Zulu country for a few days. I came here to ask if 
I might be allowed to accept a gun from the Zulus in place of cattle due to me. 
Before me this 2l8t August^ 1876. 

(Signed) HENRY F. PYNN, Resident Magistrate. 



No. 107. 

Governor Sir H. Barkly^ G.C.M.G., K.C.B.j to the Earl of Carnarvon. — (Received 

October 16.) 

My Lord, Government House, Cape Town^ September 16, 1876. 

REFERRING to former correspondence on the state of the territory assigned to 
the Batlapins by the Keate Award, I have the honour to transmit copy of a despatch 
from the Administrator calling attention to the system pursued by the Petty Chiefs 
Botlasitse, Motlabane, and Moshoete in robbing native labourers, on their return from 
the Diamond Fields, of their arms and money. 

2. Such lawless conduct certainly requires prompt repression by the Griqua-Land 
West Government, but I have requested Major Lanyon to act cautiously in the matter, 
and not to have recourse to any kind of military demonstration until the parties have been 
distinctly forewarned that tliey will be punished if they persist in their present 
course. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) HENRY BARKLY. 



Inclosure 1 in No. 107. 

Sir, Kimberley^ September 9, 1876. 

I HAVE the honour to forward for your Excellency's information copy of a letter 
which I have received from Mankoroane, the paramount Chief of the Batlapins. 

2. The Chief complains that three of his subordinate captains, Botlasitse, Motlabani*, 
end Moshoete, have been robbing the natives who were returning home through his 
tarritories of arms and money, which they had acquired here by honest labour. 

3. Conduct such as this, if allowed to pass unchecked, will not only be a source of 
danger on our borders, but it will imperil the working of our mines. At present the 
only road open for the natives either in coming to, or going from this Province, lies 
through the Batlapin territory, the Transvaal Government affords them no protection, 
and the native prefers to take a more circuitous route and to run his chance in passins;: 
through a series of native Principalities, rather than risk the ill-treatment and confisca- 
tion which is more than probable awaits him from the hands of the Boers. It ha^% 
indeed, been reported to me that in some cases the Boers have stopped gangs passing 
through, and forced them to work. 

4. 1 need not here enter into the question of the right of the three petty captains 
mentioned by Mankoroane, thus openly to assume jurisdiction ; the Bloemhof Arbitra- 
tion settled the question of his being the paramount Chief of the Batlapins. He alone 
has power to concede this territory, and the Transvaal Government in treating with 
these men, is trying to obtain the same by improper means after having vainly attempted 
to induce Mankoroane to do so. My despatch forwarding Montsioa's complaint 
will serve to show how aggressive has been the conduct of that Government ; 
and now the Chief of the Batlapins justly complains of the same. My predecessor s 
despatch of 18th February, 1874, entered into this subject fully, and its inclosures 
demonstrated that the South African Republic was, even then, trying to sow the seeds 
of discord, and to undermine Mankoroane. Despite remonstrances and negotiations, tliat 
State still occupies Bloemhof and Cliristiana, in defiance of the Keate Award, and the 
British Government. 

5. Hitherto Mankoroane has, owing to our influence, remained quiet, as he believed 
that the Keate Award would be enforced in its integrity by us. Her Majesty's Govern- 
ment having been a party to it. He now asks for protection, and I think — even 
pntting on one side self-interested views as regards the labour question of this Province 
— ^he is fairly entitled to ask that the aggressive doings of the Boers should be checked. 

6. I forward for your Excellency's information a map on which is marked in red 
the route the natives now take. I have also caused to be inserted in red the places 
where these three captains live. Botlasitse s kraal is just over our boundary. If your 
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Excellency will allow me to do so, I can easily proceed to Irkwaiue to arrange matters, 
taking with me a sufficiently strong force of the Light Horse Volunteers and Mounted 
Constabulary to ensure obedience. At the present moment a demonstration of this sort 
cannot fail to do good, and I firmly believe that prompt and energetic action combined 
with justice and fairness is the only mode of dealing with native questions. And this 
Government would be justified in taking such action, after having been requested to 
interfere by the paramount Chief. 

(Signed) ' W. OWEN LANYOIf. 
His Excellency Sir H. Barkly, G.C.M.G., K.C.B., 
Her Majesty's High Conunissioner. 



Inclosure 2 in No. 107. 
Your Excellency, Taungo, August 29, 1876. 

I HAVE the honour to inform you that Botlasitse has seized the guns, money, and 
goods of two parties of natives coming from the Fields, and also the goods and money 
of a third party. These natives were passing through my territory to avoid the Trans- 
vaal and save their earnings. 

In consequence of my remaining passive in accordance with the advice of the 
British Government, the rebel Chiefs, namely, Botlasitse, Motlabane, and Moshoeta have 
gained strength by making Treaties with the Transvaal which they had no right to 
make, being my subjects, and in thus seizing the property of people passing through 
my country, are acting in obedience to the orders of its Government. 

I now have the honour to beg your Excellency, as the Representative of Her 
Majesty the Queen, to interfere in this matter and protect me from the Transvaal. 

I have told bearer to call for an answer before returning, which, I can assure your 
Excellency, I ^lall anxiously await. 
With respectful greeting, 

(Signed) MANKOROANE MOLEHABANQUE, his l>^ mark, 

Paramount Chief of the Batlapins. 
Witness, 
(Signed) iSDMUND Gers. 



Inclosure 3 in No. 107. 
Map showing the relative Positions of Griqua^Land West and the attaining Territories. 



No. 108. 

Governor Sir H. Barkly , G.C.M.G.y K.C.B., to the Earl of Carnarvon. — {Received 

October 16.) 

My Lord, Government House^ Cape Town, September 16, 1876. 

IN connection with recent events in the Transvaal, I forward for your Lordship's 
information copy of the Speech delivered by the President on opening a Special Session 
of the Volksraad on the 4th instant. 

2. Mr. Burgers, it will be seen, after referring, among other difficulties with which 
he has to contend, to the border dispute between the Republic and the Zulus, promises 
to submit for consideration " the correspondence carried on about this matter, as also 
that with the English Government," meaning, presumably, by the latter phrase, your 
Lordship's despatches of 25th January and i2th July, which bear directly upon it.* 

3. No acknowledgment of my letter transmitting, as directed, copy of the second 
of these despatches has yet reached me, nor does Mr. Burgers allude in his speech 
either to the offer of mediation which it contained, or to the still wider and more 
important question of the Conference therein mooted. 

4. From the report, however, which I inclosef of the proceedings at a pubUc 
meeting held at Pilgrim's Rest on the 26th ultimo, it appears that the members for the 
Gold Fields, Messrs. Macaulay and Van Breda, have undertaken, at the instance of 
their constituents, to support any proposition for the Confederation of the RepubUc 
with the other South African States, and in the event of none such being brought 

* Noil 6 and 31. f Not printed. 
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forward by others, to introduce a motion to that effect tliemselves, as also a resolution 
soliciting the immediate intervention of the British Government to adjust the dispute 
with Sikakuni. 

5, It may be hoped, therefore, that the discussion of these questions will no longer 
be postponed, or rather stifled, as it unfortunately seems to have been during the 
Raad's last session, 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) HENRY BARKLY, 



Indosure in No. 108. 
Speech of President Burgers. 

THE following is the Speech delivered by President Burgers at the opening of the 
Special Session of the Volksraad : — 

Mr. Chairman, Gentlemen, Members of the honourable the Volksraad : I have 
called yon to this extraordinary Session in order to have the benefit of your wise counsel 
and powerful aid under the circumstances which have arisen since your last Session, 
and while I now bid you welcome here, 1 at the same time assure you of my sincere 
gratitude for the readiness with which you have attended, possibly at much personal 
inconvenience. 

2. The Government has, in accordance with your resolution, Article 58, taken on 
the 16th May last, sent an expedition to suppress the insurrection of Sikukuni. This 
expedition has not as yet obtained its object, and I consider it my duty, taking into 
consideration the causes of this, to propose to you some necessary alterations in our 
whole military system. Having personally accompanied the Commando, I have been 
confirmed in my conviction that the defence of the country must undergo a total 
alteration — indeed a radical reform — and for that purpose I wish to submit to you 
a two-fold plan. In the first place the more systematic formation, organization, and 
management of the Burgher force ; and secondly, tlie creation of a border police, which 
would be adequate to prevent or suppress eventual disturbance, and also to prevent 
cattle thefts and vagabondism, (a) The desired alteration in the Burgher force is 
chiefly imperative in the manner of commandeering, in the organization of the commando, 
and in the choice and appointment of officers ; that in this matter action is necessary 
requires no proof, and I am convinced that the Legislature shares my opinion in thia 
respect. If the Burgher force is to be effective, it must be constituted in accordance 
with requirements of the time. (6) In consultation with the Council of War, I have on 
the main points drawn up a plan for the formation of a border police. This plan will 
be submitted to you, and I trust it will receive your assent, and that the Burghers will 
cheerfully submit to the costs of a measure which, however expensive, directly, will 
be in the long nui more eflective than an irregular military force on the borders, and 
indirectly less expensive, as thereby the Burghers would, as a rule, be exempt from the 
inconvenience and injury caused to trade and agriculture by repeatedly sending out a 
commando to suppress disturbances. 

3. I have found it necessary in connection herewith to submit to the Council of 
War another measure which has obtained its assent. That is, to give out under 
condition of occupation, the Government lands formerly inhabited or partly occupied by 
our Burghers not yet given out, and situated between the Steel Poort and Oliphant's 
River. Everything done in connection herewith will be submitted to you, and I 
earnestly request your assent thereto. 

4. As your Honourable House in its late Session has made no provision for the 
expenses of the expedition, it will be necessary to do so without delay. The accounts 
will be laid on the table at once. I would fail in my duty if I did not here make 
mention of the readiness witli which the Cape Commercial Bank assisted the Govern- 
ment in defraying the current expenses of the expedition. 

• 5. With a view to the extension of trade with Delagoa Bay, and to the keeping 
open of the communication between the Gold Fields and that harbour, I have, at the 
solicitation of the manager of the Lorenzo Marques and the South African Transport 
Service Company, allotted to it the sum of 500i. per month, for a weekly and regular 
conveyance of the post and the unforeseen expenses of , escort for the conveyance. I 
consider that amount insufficient, and trust that you will readily accede to the request 
for double that sum. 

6. I am sorry to say that my earnest endeavours to amicably settle the border 
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dispute with the Zuhi Chief Haite, have led to no favourable results as yet. The 
correspondence carried on about this matter, as also that with the English Government, 
will be submitted to you. From the same you will perceive with me how necessary 
it is to let the Government plainly know the wishes of the Legislature about this subject, 
so that a definite conclusion may be arrived at in the matter of the. border question. 

7. Carrying out your Resolution, dated 8th June, Articles 123 and 128, I have 
appointed Captain F. Dahl, Chief of Police and Commissioner of Natives for Zoutpans- 

. berg, and Captain W. V. King, for the district of Waterberg. I have also found it 
necessary to grant to Mr. C. Scholtz the same appointment for the district of Leydenberg, 
although no sum for that district lias been placed on the estimates, and I request your 
confirmation of tlie appointment. 

8. I have commissioned Captain Von Schlickmann to form a corps for occupying 
the fort at Steel Port River and for suppressing the insurrection on certain conditions 
which will be submitted to your approval. Trusting that Almighty God may lead 
you by His wise counsel and bless your labours, I recommend to you the welfare of the 
country and of the people. 

The Chairman of the Raad replied as follows : — 

May it please your Honour, in the name of the Volksraad, I beg to welcome you 
lieartily in our midst. The good God has spared you in great danger. If you have 
not succeeded in everything as you hoped, yet with God's help you have done a great 
deal, for which the Volksraad and the people thank you heartily. In a time of need 
your Honour has shown that you would willingly sacrifice even your life for the 
country. With great interest we expect your communications respecting the late 
commando, and you may rest assured that every measure tending to consolidate the 
liberty and independence of our country will receive our unanimous support. We 
trust that God Almighty may give success to your endeavours for the preservation 
of peace with Zulu-Land, and the Volksraad shall not fail in its hearty support to 
bring this question to an issue without bloodshed and honourably to the country. The 
Volksraad shall earnestly consider the appointments of the different Police Commissioners, 
and every nerve shall be strained to keep peace and quietness in the land. May God 
Almighty also give you wisdom and strength in these difficult times that the Govern- 
ment prove a blessing to our beloved fatherland. 

The appointed Commissioners were then requested to escort his Honour the 
President and the Clergyman who acted as Chaplain, to their respective homes^ where- 
after the Raad adjourned. 



No. 109. 

The Earl of Carnarvon to Governor Sir A. P. Phayre, jBT.C.S./,, C.B. 

Sir, Downing Street^ October 16, 1876. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit to you a copy of a despatch which I have addressed 
to the Lieutenant-Governor of Natal,* from which you will learn that, in the present 
critical state of affairs in South Africa, I have thought it right to entrust him with a 
discretionary power as to sending for a reinforcement of 150 men from the Mauritius 
garrison. 

I have, ;&c. 
(Signed) CARNARVON. 



No. 110. 
The Earl of Carnarvon to Governor Sir H. Barklfff G. CM. G., K. C.B. 

(Extract.) Dovming Street^ October 19, 1876. 

I GREATLY regret to be compelled to address you again upon a very painful 
•subject, but it is necessary that I should inform you that not only Her Majesty's 
•Government but the press and the public generally have noticed with indignation the 
accounts of further atrocities alleged to have been perpetrated by the Transvaal 
Commando ; principall}^, it would appear, on this occasion, under the orders of a man 
named Schlickmann, who, I believe, was among the leaders of the lawless resistance to 
Her Majesty's Government at the Diamond Fields. 

• No. 97. 
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I do not, of course, without further confirmation, allow myself to believe tht.^'' 
there is not some explanation or palliation of these reported acts of brutality, nor am I 
willing to conclude that, if actually committed, they have had the approval of President 
Burgers. It is, however, incumbent upon me to desire you to request from liim at the 
earliest moment that full explanation of these proceedings which Her Majesty's 
Government, as representing the paramount power in South Africa, is bound to 
demand. 

You will acquaint him that it is with much pain and reluctance tliat 1 find myself 
constrained to cause this communication to be made to him, but this country cannot 
stand by and sufier the Republic, under whatever extremities, to carry on their 
lamentable war by means not only disgraceful to humanity, but dangerous in the 
highest degree to all the European population in South Africa, 



...J 



No. 111. 

J 

Governor Sir H. Barkly, G.C.M.G.^ K.C.B., to the Earl of Carnarvon. — {Received 

October 21.) 

My Lord, Government Uouse^ Cape Town, September 22, 1876. 

WITH reference to my despatch of the 14th ultimo,* 1 have the honour to transmit . 
copy of a despatch this day received from the President of the South African 
Republic, acknowledging receipt of mine of the 1 2th ultimo, with copy of your Lord- 
ship's despatch of the 12th July.t and expressing his Honour's regret lliat lie was 
compelled by circumstances to postpone his reply. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) HENRY BAIiKLY. 



Inclosure in No. 111. 

Sir, Government Office, Pretoria, September 8, 1876. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge receipt of your Excellency's despatch dated 
1 th August last, covering copy of a despatch of Lord Carnarvon, dated 1 2th July last, 
and I have to express my regret that 1 am compelled by circumstances to postpone my 
reply. 

T liave &c 
(Signed) ' THOS. BURGERS, State President. 
By order, 
(Signed) Swabt, State Secretary. 

To his Excellency Sir H. Barkly, G.C.M.G., K.C.B., 

Governor of the Cape Colony, 



No. 112. 

Governor Sir H. Barkly, G.C.M.G., K.C.B., to the Earl of Carnarvon. — {Received 

October 2\.) 

My Lord, Government House y Cape Town, September 23, 1876. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit copy of a despatch from the Administrator request- 
ing my opinion as to the reply to be given to a letter addressed to him by Mr. Gaisford, 
a British subject resident in Pretoria, who, after stating that conflicting opinions prevail 
as to whether the Proclamation issued in the '^ Griqua-Land West Gazette,*' relative to 
the ** b^oreign Enlistment Act," applies only to British subjects at the Diamond Fields, 
or includes those living in the South African Republic, wishes to be satisfied on the 
point. 

2. I inclose likewise a Memorial to myself, as High Commissioner, signed by a large 
number of persons at Potchefstroom, who entertain similar doubts. 

3. In juy despatch of the 17th July,J I drew the attention of Her Majesty's 
Government to the disadvantageous position in which British subjects in the South 
African Republic stood in being liable to be commandeered, whilst those of more 
favoured nations were exempted ; and I also pointed out the danger to which the rela- 

• No. 64. t No. 31. J Not printed. 
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tions of Great Britain with native tribes adjacent to its own territories were exposed by 
snch British subjects being forced to take part in the hostilities commenced by the 
Republic. 

4. When your Lordship's despatch of the 12th July,* directing neutrality in the war 
with Sikukuni to be proclaimed, subsequently reached me, it did not escape me that, 
if any Proclamation were addressed generally to all British subjects in South Africa, those 
resident within the Republic might be placed in a still worse dilemma, but I did not feel 
myself authorized to make exceptions, which would, in fact, have frustrated the whole 
scope of the measure, and, even had I felt so, my power in the matter, as Her Majesty's 
High Commissioner, was too indefinite to render it expedient for me to attempt to enter 
into nice limitations. 

5. I was content, therefore, to leave the question, if it arose, to be settled according 
to international comity, being, moreover, not without hope that the suggestion I had 
ventured to throw out in my despatch already referred to, as to a special Treaty 
arrangement, might be favourably entertained and acted on by Her Majesty's 
Government. 

6. Under the circumstances, my only answer to Major Lanyon and the gentlemen 
at Potchefstroom must be, that I have forwarded the Memorials on the subject for the 
consideration of your Lordship. 

4 I have, &c. 

(Signed) HENRY BARKLY. 



Inclosure 1 in No. 112. 

Sir, Kimberley^ September 16, 1876. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit to your Excellency a copy of a letter which I 
have received from a Mr. Gaisford, who is residing at Pretoria, with reference to the 
operation of the *' Foreign Enlistment Act," and asking to be informed whether the 
Proclamation publishing this Act applies only to British subjects in this Province, or 
whether it applies also to British subjects living beyond the boundaries of Griqua-Land. 

2. I am led to understand that a British subject, who was cast into prison by the 
Orange Free State authorities, for not obeying a call to serve on a commando against the 
Basutos during the last war, was kept confined for some time, notwithstanding that he 
had so acted in consequence of Sir Philip Wodehouse's Proclamation. 

3. For this reason I should feel grateful if your Excellency would favour nie with 
your opinion on the questions raised by Mr. Gaisford, in order that 1 may be in a pctsition 
to cause a reply to be sent to him. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) W. OWEN LANYON. 

His ExceUency Sir H. Barkly, G.C.M.G., K.C:B., 
&c. &c. &c. 



Inclosure 2 in No. 112. 



Your Excellency, Pretoria, South African Republic^ September 2, 1876. 

I, AS a Britisli subject resident in this Republic, am very anxious to acquaint 
myself with my true position as regards the imfortunate war now being can-ied on witli 
Sikukuni in this State. 

Opinions are conflicting as to whether the *^ Proclamation " issued in the " Diamond 
News '* relative to the ^^ Foreign Enlistment Act " reaches only British subjects in 
Griqua-Land West, or does it also apply to all British subjects whatsoever and whereso- 
ever situated ? Also, am 1, as an Englishman, compelled to fight for a State I happ^ti 
to live in and hold property in, at the risk of the confiscation of property I at the satac 
time hold in England ? Apart from these reasons, I love my country, and for thn^ 
reason, if no other, I object to fight against any tribe or nation at peace witJi ife* 

Majesty. 

If, as a British subject, I am not liable to be commandeered, I shall decidedly 

object, and claim my rights as a British subject. 

Sentiments of this character are held by many others in this town and State gene- 
rallv. I do not see the justice of such laws as are in force in this country to comp*^^ 
Englishmen to fight while Hollanders and Belgians are protected by special Treaty. I^ 

♦ No. 32. 
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your Excellency will kindly satisfy me on these various points, I shall esleem it a great 
favour. 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) JOSEPH GAISFORD. 

P,S. — May I venture to ask the favour of your forwarding the inclosed to Earl 
Carnarvon. It refers to Confederation, a subject I have written his Lordship 
before on. 

J. G. 



Inclosure 3 in No. 112. 



Petition. 

THE following petition, signed by a number of the leading English residents at 
Potchefstroom, in the Transvaal, has been presented to Sir Henry Barkly : — 

"To his Excellency Sir Henry Barkly, K.C.B., Governor of the Colony of the Cape of 

Good Hope, High Commissioner. 

" We, the Undersigned, residents in the South African Republic, but who are 
British subjects who have taken, and intend to take, no steps to avoid their allegiance, 
or renounce the honour, rights, and privileges which that name implies, beg to approach 
your Excellency at the present time, which has now become critical for us. And in 
so doing we beg to state distinctly that we are aware that we thoroughly interpret and 
represent the views and feelings of a very large number of people in this town and State 
whose names are not, and could not be, attached hereunto. 

" We observe that your Excellency, in your capacity of High Commissioner, has 
issued a Proclamation prohibiting, under the Foreign Enhstment Act, all British subjects 
whether resident within or beyond the dominions of Her Majesty the Queen of Great 
Britain, from taking any part in the hostile proceedings now going on between the 
South African Republic and the native Chief Sikukuni, and practically recognizing the 
said Chief as a lawful belligerent at peace with, and friendly to. Her Majesty. 

** The Government of this Republic, on the other hand, has, under the provisions of 
its General Law, and more lately of a stringent Commando Law, already obliged us, 
and large numbers of British subjects resident here, to aid it by considerable money and 
material supplies, as well as by personal services. It is only too probable that it will do 
so again, and that before long. 

" Under these difficult circumstances, involving such considerable personal, family, 
and social material interests, as well as the political preferences we feel for the allegiance 
under which we were born, we appeal to your Excellency, and beg respectfully to 
inquire whether, if we and others situated as we are and feeling as we do, should deter- 
mine to abide by the letter as well as the spirit of your Excellency's Proclamation above 
referred to, your Excellency, on the other hand, would be prepared to afford us your 
official protection and intervention, if necessary, as against the liability to * pains and 
penalties ' accruing under the Transvaal laws. 

" Assuring your Excellency of our undiminished loyalty and attachment to the 
British Crown, and begging the favour of the earliest possible reply, we beg," &c. 

(Signed by 60 Persons.) 



No. 113. 

The Earl of Carnarvon to Governor Sir H. Barkly, G.C.M.G.^ K.C.B. 

Sir, Downing Street^ October 21, 1876. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch of the 
16th September,* forwarding copies of the speech with which President Burgers opened 
the recent Extraordinary Session of the Transvaal Volkskaad, and also copies of the 
report of a public meeting held at the Gold Fields. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) CARNARVON. 

* No 108. 
(453) T 
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No. 114. 

« 

The Earl of Carnarvon to Lieutenant-' Governor Sir H. E. Bulwer, K.C.M.O. 

Sip, Downing Street, October 23, 1876. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch of the 
29th of August,* inclosing copies of two Proclamations which you had issued, one warning 
British subjects not to take part in the Transvaal war, and the second prohibiting 
recniitiDg for any foreign State. 

I have, &€• 
(Signed) CARNARVON. 



No. 116. 

TTie Earl of Carnarvon to Ldeutenant- Governor Sir H, E. Bulwer, K.C.M.G. * 

Sir, Downing Street, October 25, 1876. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch of the 
6th of September,! reporting the progress of evc^nts in connection with the Transvaal 
war. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) CARNARVON. 



No. 116. 
The Earl of Carnarvon to Governor Sir H. Barkly, G.C.M.G., K.C.B. 

Sir, Downing Street, October 28, 1876. 

I HAVE received your despatch of 16th September, J forwarding one from 
the Administrator of Griqua-Land West on the subject of a complaint made by 
Mankoroane, the (Jhief of the Batlapins, that three of his subordinate captains had 
robbed natives returning through his territories from the Diamond Fields of arms and 
monev. 

This matter, if I rightly apprehend it, involves wide and, perhaps, important issues, 
in reference to the Keate award and the claims of the Transvaal Republic. These are 
subjects which may shortly press for the careful consideration of Her Majesty's 
Government ; meanwhile I have lo convey to you my approval of the course you have 
adopted. 

T have &c 
(Signed) ' CARNARVON. 



No. 117. 

The Earl of Carnarvon to Lieutenant-Governor Sir H. E. Bulwer, K.C.M.O. 

Sir, Downing Street, October 28, 1876. 

I HAVE received your despatch of the 6th of SeptLMuber,§ inclosing the report 
of the Messengers wliom you had sent to Cetywayo, and a copy of a second message 
which you had sent to the King. 

1 have to convey to you my approval of the terms of this messasfe. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) CARNARVON. 



♦ No, 103. t No. 105. { No. 107. § No. 106. 
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No. 118. 

Governor Sir H. Barkhf, G.C.M.G., K.C.B., to the Earl of Carnarvon.' — (Received 

October 30.) 

My Lord, Government House^ Cape Town^ October 2, 1876. 

BY last mail 1 forwarded a brief acknowledgment from President Burgers of the 
receipt of my letter of the J5lh August, covering copy of your Lordship's despatch of 
the 12th July, on the subject of the war in the Transvaal, and 1 have now the honour 
to transmit copy of a further communication from his Honour replying Uiereto. 

2. As this reply, though bearing, in the main, on the views expressed in the 
despatch, purports to be addressed to ra>self, and is evidently written on the assumption 
that the information on which your Lordship wrote was derived exclusively from ray 
reports, I beg leave to offer a few remarks on its contents, though I must do so in a 
somewhat hurried manner, not liking to keep it back from the steamer of to-morrow. 

3. Beginning by a profession of his desire to act in harmony with Her Majesty's 
Government for the preservation of peace with the native races, and of his conviction 
that uniformity of policy in this respect among the South African States is essential, 
Mr. Burgers asserts that the expedition against Sikakuni, "so far from being an aggres- 
sive measure, was undertaken in self-defence, against an insubordinate Chief living far 
within the boundaries of the Republic ;" and states, further, that it is a misapprehension 
to suppose that orders for war material were sent to Europe prior to such expedition 
having been sanctioned by the Volksraad. 

4. No proof is adduced in support of these assertions as to Sikukuni, though they 
have been so generally questioned in the South African press; nor is any reason assigned 
why that Chief's town is marked on maps compiled from official data, cpnsiderably 
beyond the boundaries claimed for the Republic prior to the year 1875. 

5. Since I adverted to this fact, in n»y first despatch to your Lordship on the 
subject, I have watched in vain for any satisfactory explanation from the advocates of 
the war. 

6. Attempts have, indeed, been made to impugn the authority of the map published 
in 1868, by F. Jcppe, of Potchefstroom, and A. Mcrensky, of Botsabelo, of which I then 
transmitted copy, by alleging that the Surveyor-General of tlie Republic, the late 
Mr. Magnus Forssmann, on wTiose survey it purports to be founded, never npade more 
than a rough sketch of that part of the country ; and by referring to the Fubsequent 
change in the views of Mr. Mcrensky, in whose name a fresh map was last year 
published at Berlin, extending tlie boundaries of the Republic precisely as in that 
published at the same time in Amsterdam, of which I inclosed copy. 

7. The first allegation, however, was conclusively refuted by a writer in the " Natal 
Colonist " of the 22nd August, who states that he is *' in passession of an original map of 
this very portion of the Transvaal, showing Sikukuni's country as lying outside the 
boundary," presented to him by Mr. M. Forssmann ; whilst the second is best met by 
reference to a letter from Mr. Merensky himself, dated 18th August, and addressed to 
the editor of the "Natal Mercury,*' in which the reverend gentleman gives a most 
interesting account of Sikukuni and his tribe, the Bapiris, but does not attempt to prove 
that they ever became subjects of the South African Republic, or that there is any 
justification for including the whole of their territory within its limits. 

8. He relates on the contrary, that the Bapiris have occupied this territory for at 
least 200 years; that after Moselekals&e's invasion of it, Sikukuui^s father re-establish<'d 
his kingdom, and was strong enough to repulse the attacks both of the Amaswazi and 
of the Boers ; that Sikukuni succeeded him at Thaba Mossequ, in 1860, but dealt so 
cruelly with the Christians that he (Mr. Merensky) had to fly for his life, accompanied 
by the King*s brother Johannes, whom he had converted, to Botsabelo, the now well- 
known Mission Station on the Oliphant's River, where a large tract of land was subset 
quently purchased (it is not said from whom) ; that the ill-treatment Johannes expe-* 
rienced from the Boers induced him afterwards to remove to the stronghold on the 
Spekeboom River, with the intention of taking back, with Sikukuni's aid, the country as 
far as Lydenberg, which their father " had given up,'* and that, it being impossible for 
the Government to retire from Leydenberg, war ensued, and Johannes was killed by the 
Swasies. 

9. Owing, no doubt, to his imperfect acquaintance with the English language, to 
which M. Merensky alludes, the latter part of the story is told in rather confused style, 
the events of years being compressed into brief sentences ; but accepting it in the evident 
sense^ it will be seen that it in no degree shows Sikukuni to have been a " rebel," nor 
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jiistifies the extension of the Leydenburg district beyond the Steel Poort River, the 
boundary assigned to it in tlie map of 1868. 

• 10. It appears, however, from recent letters from Praetoria, that the documents on 
which the Government at present bases its claims to the country still occupied by 
Sikukuni, have just been laid before the Volksraad, the principal being described as a 
deed executed in 1846 at Chaka's Kraal, in Zulu-Land, by which " Muzwas," Great 
Chief of the Zulu nation (by whose orders, I beUeve, the former tyrant had been slain), 
gives over h\wfully and for ever to the Dutch now in the land, in consideration of two 
payments of 50 cows to be made to him, all tliat tract of country which his father Zapusa 
took in war, extending from Origstad northward up to the Oliphant's River, and down- 
wards to the line of Delagoa Bay ; southward to the Crocodile River ; westward to tlie 
Eland's Spruit, and to the 26th degree of latitude ; eastwards to where the Crocodile 
River flows in along its course to the line of Delagoa Bay. 

11. Setting aside all question as to what the Zulu Chief understood when he put 
his mark to this Deed, by the line of Delagoa Bay, the 26th parallel of latitude, &c., or 
as to his alleged rights of conquest over Sikukuni's father, who, as stated by tlie 
Rev. Mr. Merensky, always repelled the Zulus and Swazies, it will suffice, for the 
present, to observe that a line drawn north and south, through Origstad, would leave 
that Chief's Kraal considerably to the westward, so that this evidence does not bear 
upon the point in dispute. 

12. Mr. Burgers, in the despatch under reference proceeds to deny a report which 
seems to have reached him that the Government of the Republic contemplates an 
extension of territory to the east and west coasts, the exodus to the north-west being a 
matter which his Honour much regrets, and has done his best to discourage. 

13. It is undeniable, nevertheless, that Her Majesty's Government has, before now, 
had to complain of attempts on the part of the Transvaal Boers "to push their encroach- 
ments across the whole breadth of the continent,*' from the Indian Ocean to the 
Atlantic ; that the late unsuccessful expedition to Damaraland was organized by Paul 
Kruger, a member of the Executive, and that it was stated in the local papers just before 
the war began that the late Acting President Joubert was about to take the command of 
that now trekking towards the Mashuna country. 

14. As regards the east, the grant from (Jmswaas just brought forward, alludes 
vaguely to '* Delagoa Bay,'* and I think it right to call your Lordship's attention to the 
fact that, in the maps of 1876, the distance to that Bay, from the boundary assigned to 
the Republic along the 26th parallel of latitude, is reduced according to scale to about 
25 miles; whereas, by the map of 1868, it was over 100. This arises from the whole of 
Swazi-Land being now included, the national existence of the tribe being so completely 
obliterated, that their capital is marked as ^* town of the late Swazies." 

15. A clearer exemplification of the aggressive policy of the Republic can hardly 
be adduced, for, as your Lordship is aware from Sir Henry Bulwer's despatch of the 
12th June, the Swazies, though they gladly accepted last year the proposed aid of a 
commando against the threatened attack of the Zulus, had not the slightest idea that 
the paper presented to them by a former employ^ of the Natal Government was anything 
more than a new Treaty of Alliance, and had no intention whatever of surrendering their 
independence. 

16. For the present, in spito of trifling misunderstandings, things may go on 
smoothly, no interference with the Swazi King's exercise of authority being attempted, 
and his savage troops becoming the blind instruments in the contemplated extirpation of 
the Bapiris ; but the time will sooner or later arrive, when the Republic feels itself 
strong enough to enforce its fundamental principles, which ignore alt ownership of land 
by the coloured races, and the entire country will be given out to farmers. 

17. The following graphic description of this process is extracted from a letter in 
the Transvaal "Advocate," of a few weeks ago : " Frontiers are laid do\^Ti, the claim to 
which is very doubtful. These frontiers are not occupied, but farms are inspected 
(guessed at would be nearer the mark), title deeds for the same are issued, and, when 
the unlucky purchaser wishes to take possession, he finds his farm (if he can find it) 
occupied by tribes of Kafirs, over whom the Government has never attempted to exercise 
any jurisdiction." "Their Chief," it adds, "is rather bewildered at first to find out that 
he has for years been a subject of the Transvaal." 

18. The Chief in question is one Lechune, living on the north-west of the Republic^ 
but the account is equally applicable to the case of Sikukuni or Umswaas, or half-a- 
dozen others, the entire circuit of the Republic, from the Barolongs and Batlapins on 
the west, to the Zulus on the east, being bordered by a series of encroachments disputed 
by the natives. 
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19. I am afraid that, if Her Majesty's Possessions are not to be rescued from the 
dangers incident to such a chronic warfare of races until President Burgers has time 
" to settle these matters " with the raeans-at his command, they will have to wait a very 
long time. 

20. As to his Honour's statement that the native disturbances in the south cannot 
be attributable to his action, as they commenced before the outbreak of Sikukuni, this is 
certainly not the general opinion here ; and 1 need only remind your Lordship that the 
Transvaal Commando assembled early in June, and that it was not till after the middle 
of July that the rumours of a combination among the Kafirs in the Transkei for the 
invasion of the Colony became current. Before that period disputes between Kreli and 
Gangelizwe had occurred, and Nehemiah Moshesh's intrigues in East Griqua-Land, on 
the death of Adam Kok, were well known, but had created no anxiety. It was only, in 
fact, when tales of the successes gained by their kinsmen in the Transvaal were spread 
by the Basutos, that the natives became excited, and the whites alarmed. Many 
instances have been given in the papers of the rapidity with wliich such tales circulate ; 
the dispersal of the commando after the attack on Sikukuni's town being said, for 
example, to have been known among the labourers at a wool- washing establishment near 
Queen's Town three days before the news arrived by post and telegraph. 

21. I cannot help, under such circumstances, regarding Mr. Burger's proposals for 
the continuance of the war with great apprehension ; nor, considering the response from 
liis Honour to your Lordship's remonstrances, which I herewith forward, otherwise than 
as extremely unsatisfactory. 

22. Most earnestly do I trust, for the sake of the peace and happiness of the white 
population throughout South Africa, no less than for that of the ftirther progress in 
civilization of its native races, that effectual means may be found for bringing the 
Government of the Republic to adopt, with as little delay as possible, a more humane 
and prudent native policy than it is now pursuing. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) HENRY BARELY. 

P.S.— The Cape Town ^' Argus " of this morning publishes the accompanying 
translation of a speech delivered by the President, when laying before the Volksraad the 
documents hereinbefore referred to. 

So far as can be gathered from the report, Mr. Burgers, in anticipation of the 
obvious objection that the line described in Umzwao's grant, would not include Sikukuni's 
town, fell back on the extraordinary plea that all the country to the West of that line 
belongs to the Republic in virtue of Moselikatze's conquests, to which it succeeded in 
consequence of the first Boer pioneers having defeated that Chief^s attacks on their 
waggons. 

Reliance is also placed by Mr. Burgers on a '^ contract " said to have been signed 
(?) by Sikukuni in 1857, in which he is *' allowed to hunt on the grounds occupied by 
him.'' 

All this, I need- hardly observe, is quite inconsistent with the statements contained 
in the Rev. Mr. Merensky's letter. 

His Honour's eloquence, however, sufficed to satisfy the scruples of the Raad, as a 
Resolution to the effect " that there could be no question that the territory now inhabited 
by Sikukuni was the property of the Republic," is said to have been carried unani- 

mouslv. 

H. B. 
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Sir, Government House, Pretoria, September 15, 1876. 

BY last post I had the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Excellency's 
letter dated 15th August last, inclosing copy of a despatch from the Earl of Carnarvon 
to your Excellency. 

I need not assure your Excellency that I duly appreciate the friendly spirit of your 
communication, howeve much I regret the evidently wrong impression conveyed to Hei 
Majesty's Government, no doubt through incorrect information, about the Secocoeni 
disturbance and the the consequent action of this Government. 

2. My Government also sincerely desires to act in the same spirit, and as much as 
much as possible in harmony with Her Majesty's Government for the preservation of 
peace with the native races, being fully convinced that the interests of all the different 
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States o^ South Africa, as well as of the native races, can be best served by an nnifor- 
niity of policy on the part of the former with respect to the latter. 

3. In reference to the supposition that the expedition against Secocceni is a war 
of aggression for the purpose of extension of territory, I ara happy to say that this is 
not the case. The fact is that the very reverse is true. BTot ray Government, but 
Secocceni is the aggressive party, and the action I was forced to take in the matter is 
nothing more than act of self-defence and of protection of our territorial rights. 

4. I should indeed be much grieved if any of Her Majesty's Colonies in South 
Africa were brought into any danger through the Secocceni disturbance, and in order to 
prevent this I will do my utmost to settle the matter as soon as possible. I cannot, 
however, agree with the view that the native disturbances towards the south are to be 
attributed to the action of my Government in the SecoccEni affair, it being generally 
known that these disturbances commenced before the outbreak of Secocceni. 

5. I regret that I am under the necessity of pointing out another misapprehension, 
viz., that large orders for ammunition of war were sent to Europe immediately after 
my return from there. Such orders were indeed sent, not, however, for war material, 
but for supplies required for works of peace; and not until we were placed on our 
defence did the Government decide upon the necessary orders for war supplies. ^NTeilher 
this Government nor the Legislature, on whose authority the expedition was sent out 
against an ag8:ressive and insubordinate Chief, living far within the boundaries of the 
Republic, entirely occupied as they were with extensive public works, ever contemplated 
such steps as they were forced to take, and still less a war of aggression, which would 
be so entirely against the interests of the State. 

6. As regards the report that this Government contemplates an extension of territory 
to the east and west coast, I consider it my duty implicitly to deny that this is the 
case. The exodus of several families to the tiorth-west of Central South Africa from 
this State is a matter which no one more regrets than this (xovernment, and I most 
distinctly disclaim any share on its part in this matter. This Government is, moreover, 
fully aware of tlie utter impossibility of ever accomplishing such a hopeless project as 
the extension of territory to the sea borders. 

7. In respect to the Conference to which your Excellency refers, I wish to state 
that my Government distinctly accepted the kind invitation of the Earl of Carnarvon, 
but has not received any direct communication about the matter since. While at the 
Hague in January last I received a letter from Mr Herbert, at the close of which, after 
treating about other matters, he informed me, by authority of the Earl of Carnarvon, 
about a contemplated Conference in the following terms: — *' His Lordship thinks it 
further probable that a meeting of delegates from South Africa may also assemble here 
at the same time (viz., last spring). On personal as well as on public grounds it 
would be highly satisfactory to Lord Carnarvon, if your engagements should permit 
you, to represent the Transvaal Republic on that occasion." 

To this I replied, that 1 would, if it were possible, gladly return to Europe for that 
purpose, but that my engagements would not allow me to remain there. 

Since then, however desirous my Government might be to profit by his Lordship's 
kind invitation, neither Mr. Joubert, the then Acting President, with whom the 
correspondence about the Conference was commenced, nor I beard anything more 
about it. 

8. In conclusion I desire to thank Her Majesty's Secretary of State for the Colonies 
for his kindness in discrediting the reports which were circulated. His Lordship has 
thereby done my Government simple justice, which is duly appreciated, and I sincerely 
hope that this may tend to confirm the good feeling and friendship which has hitherto 
existed between Her Majesty's Government and this Republic. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) THOS. BURGERS, State PresidenL 

By order, 
(Signed) Swart, State Secretary. 

His Excellency Sir H. Barkly, G.C.M.G., K.O.B., 
&c. &c. &c. 
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Inoloraie 2 in No. 118. 

Newspaper Extract. 

IN Tuesday's ** Standard and Mail** it was stated "on most reliable authority,*' 
and as everyone knows all our contemporary's information, especially on matters relating 
to the Transvaal, is " most reliable," that the only map of the South African Republic 
known to have been compiled by the late Mr. Magnns Forssman, was ** a sketch map 
which had to be supplied to the Portuguese Government when it entered into a Treaty 
with the Transvaal.** Our contemporary will find its " most reliable authority '* roost 
unreliable. 

We quote only one example on this subject. In the " Natal Colonist *• of the 
22nd August, one of the latest papers received from the sister Colony, there is an article 
on Transvaal affairs in which the writer, among many other pertinent things, says : — 

" And here we may add that we have in our possession an original map of this 
very portion of the Transvaal, showing Sikukuni's country as lying outside the boundary, 
and without any lines drawn northward to the Limpopo, this map being one made for 
us, and presented to us by the late Surveyor-General of the Transvaal, Mr. Magnus 
Forssman. Any one who knew his handiwork would at once vouch for its authenticity.** 

What no becomes of the " most reliable authority " that the '' Standard and Mail*' 
"happens to know?** The fact may as well be admitted that the attempt to take 
Secocoeni's land is a case of " jumping '* neither more nor less, and defensible only on 
the theory of expanding boundaries. 



Inclosure 8 in No. 118. 
Newspaper Extract. 

The Wak in the Traksvaal. — Burgers Jttstipted. — The Rev. A. Merensky, 
writing on the 1 8th ultimo, fronv the Botsabelo rotation, gives the following interesting 
particulars about Sikukuni's and Johannes' tribes, which we take over from the ''Natfid 
Mercury ** : — 

"Regarding the unhappy war our country is involved in, I see in the Colonial 
papers so many false views and unfounded reports about the Chiefs Sikukuui and 
Johannes, that I believe it must be important for any leading paper to be informed as 
well as possible about the matter. As I have lived for four years in the country of 
Sikukuui, and fifteen years in the Republic, I daresay I am in a position to know all 
about him and the history of his tribe ; so 1 venture to give you a few remarks about the 
tribe of Sikukuui. I must apologise for the bad English 1 write ; it is only now a few 
years that we came into contact wiih English people in these parts of the country. 

**Tho tribe of Sikukuui is a tribe of the Basutos, in close relation to the Basutos of 
the late Moshesh ; that of Sikukuui is a conglomeration of the remnants of different 
other tribes. The leading part of the same, the family of the King, call themselves 

* Bapedi * or * Baperi.* It must be some 200 yoars ago that these prople settled in 
the same country, along the Steelport River, they now occupy. On maps of Portu- 
guese origin, some 150 years old, I found the name of the kingdom * Biri ' exactly on the 
same spot where it is situated now. The grandfather of Sikukuni was Tulare ; he died 
about the year 1824, when Sikukuni himself was a child, a boy of about seven years old, 

* a herd of the goats.' After the death of Tulare, the Bapedi were conquered by the 
Zulu of iMoselekatse. 

" The tribe was driven from the country where it had lived so long; even the sons 
of the old King went towards the north and crossed the Limpopo. After Moselekatse 
had left for the western parts of this country, one of Tulare's sons, Sckoati, succeeded in 
his endeavours to re-establish the kingdom of his fathers. He lived for about twenty 
years there, where now the petty Chief Magal has his town. He was one time on the 
same place attacked by the Amaswazi, when Somruba was their Chief; and once by 
Zulus, but was strong enough to repulse the invaders both times. The Boers, under 
Commandant Hendrik Polgietcr, once surrounded his stronghold, but even they did not 
carry it; alter being in possession of the cattle they left it, and made a kind of Treaty 
with the old King. Sekoati changed his residence in 1852, and settled on the mountain 
' Thabamosegu.* In 1860 old Sekoati died, and his son Sikukuni followed him up as 
King- 

^' In the last year of his life, old Sekoati had received German missionaries in his 
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country. Sikuknni was, in the first year, very friendly disposed towards those men, but 
in dealing with his people he was as crnel and despotic as could be. Fifty yards from 
the spot where the two missionaries stood he had one of his wives killed in the most cniel 
way ; and in one night he, together with his brethren, killed about twenty poor women, 
wives of fugitives, partly by his own hand. The warriors of a petty Chief whom he 
hated — about 100 men— he invited in a treacherous way to take part in a war. He 
surrounded them with thousands of his men on a flat, and killed tliem unexpectedly — all 
of them bu three, who managed to escape. This was in 1862. Can we wonder that 
such a despot would not bear or tolerate Christianity among his people ? The labour 
of the missionaries was eventually, however, successful ; whole villages were to embrace 
Christianity. 

" Among the brethren of the King, Dinkoanyane was baptized, and received the 
name of Johannes ; also some of his wives became Christians. It was no longer ago 
' than 1864 that he became so furious as to threaten any native Christians with death if 
he did not deny his faith. The young Christians were faithful in a wonderful degree. 
All their cattle were taken from them, they were flogged almost to death, driven from 
their homesteads, and finally had to leave their country. Their spiritual father, 
Mr. Merensky, with wife and a child of two days old, had to fly for their lives, as 
Secocoeni wanted to keep them prisoners, or hostages for the return of one of the other 
fugitives. 

^* In 1865, Mr. Merensky bought for the Berlin Society, on Oliphant's River, a 
large tract of land, and settled the fugitives there. It is this, the well-known station, 
Botsabelo. This station was growing larger year by year. Dinkoanyane, or Johannes, was 
the acknowledged Chief of the fugitive Christian Bapedis settled here. He was a mild- 
spoken, obliging man, trusting himself entirely to the guidance of his friend and master, 
Mr. Merensky. But his position and that of his people were different in one way. It 
is well known that the native laws in the Transvaal were very unsatisfactory in former 
years; the white Burgher could injure a black man in almost any way without being 
punished. The efforts were made to bring every native under contract of servitude. 
This severity in dealing with natives under their power, together with the weakness 
shown by the Burghers of the Transvaal when coming in contact with natives prepared 
to fight for what they considered to be their right, made Johannes wish to leave Botsa- 
belo, and settle somewhere else, where he would be free from the Transvaal Government. 
He left Botsabelo with perhaps fifty men, who followed him, and trying to squat on 
different places he eventually settled in the Kloof of Spekboom's River," close to Leyden- 
berg, with the intention to take back, fot the benefit of the Bapedi tribe, country, at 
least as far as Leydenberg, by force of arms if necessary. Sikukuni, of course, 
encouraged him in doing so. He became reconciled with Johannes as soon as the latter 
proved himself to be an enemy of the Boers. In former times even Secocoeni had agreed 
that his father Sekoati had given up his country as far as Steel-Poort River to the 
Leydenberg people. 

" Johannes' kraal grew more and more obnoxious and threatening ; his men became 
more and more daring, when at last, on the report that Johannes would possibly be 
attacked, Secocoeni's commando crossed Steel-Poort River, and came up close to 
Leydenberg. The Boers of Watervall River left their farms, and Johannes took posses- 
sion of them ; so our Government had to choose between war on the one hand, or retreat 
before the Kafirs on the other. To give up Leydenberg being impossible, we had war ; 
and Johannes and his men were killed by the Amaswazi, after a brave defence. They 
died for what they thought was their duty to their nation and Kinj^, and they died 
having fought bravely. Most of them were Christians. Johannes was killed where he 
was laid up suffering from small-pox. 

"This is what I thought might be of some value for you to know. Bring my 
statement before the public, if necessary, in better English, but do not alter the meaning 
of the words. I am sorry that I have not the time to go more into the details, but I hope 
you will give me your opinion whether my communication is of any value to you." 



Inclosure 4 in No. 118. 
Newspaper Extract, 



The Transvaal. — ^President Burgers' Defence. — WE have received from our 
special reporter at Pretoria a report of the following Speech made in the Volksraad by 
President Burgers in defence of the war with Sikukuni :— 



\ 



145 

His Honour the President spoke as follows : — 

I deem it necessary for the Volksraad to know exactly from what corner the wind 
blows. Before going in for the action, I shall commence with the latest documents, 
which I have received a short time ago, and which are written in English ; a letter from 
Pietermaritsburg, Government House, dated 31st of August, 1876, communicating that 
the Burghers of the Defence Committee of Lydenberg, praying the British Government 
for assistance, and offering their assistance for the restoration of peace between the 
hostile parties, sent by Sir Henry Bulwer, Lieutenant-Governor. 1 have ordered this 
letter to be read for two reasons : firstly, on account of the amicable disposition shown 
by the Natal Government ; secondly, on account of the misunderstanding existing in 
this affair in the mind of the British Government. This Government has assumed that 
Sikukuni is an independent Chief outside the State. The Government in England 
believes this, according to the representation of Lord Carnarvon, and hence the 
Proclamation in the newspapers. Therefore, I shall, in my reply to those letters, give 
another information in that affair, and try to remove that misunderstanding. The 
^English press and the press outside and in the country, consider Sikukuni to be a 
belligerent party. 1 shall not consider how much value must be attached to this 
opinion ; but I now lay on the table of the Raad the documents from which everyone 
must draw a conclusion about the stand-point we have taken up. I hand in the 
original Treaty, bearing the mark of the simplicity of our forefathers, dated 25th of 
July, 1846. 

[The Secretary read the Treaty containing the grant of the King of the 
Swazies of the district of Lydenberg. Origstad, Lydenberg, was not in existence 
then.] 

This Treaty was concluded with the Swazies in the presence of witnesses, of whom 
some are still living. Up to the upper part of the river no boundary has been fixed ; 
the Boers had the right on this side by their conquest of Moselikatze. A later Treaty 
concerns the district of Lydenberg as far as Coomasi, signed at Matina, and dated 
July 21, 1855, by F. J. Joubert, Commandant-General, Umswaas, and four Captains. 
A description given afterwards by the Swazies themselves makes it clear. The Govern- 
ment at that time has sent a Commission to inspect the line from beacon to beacon, and 
this has been described in a separate Report. With regard to the second Treaty, 
Secocoeni himself comes into the question ; but I prefer having it read by the Secretary. 
In the third document, dated 1866, the line is defined from the boundaries, from the 
Geelhoutsboom River. Regarding the boundary, there was no doubt either with us or 
the Portuguese Government. It was generally known that Portugal had, some years 
ago, laid indefinite claims to the whole territory from the sea coast. The Portuguese 
really occupied the land in the interim, and claimed it even as far as Pretoria, Then 
an agreement was come to, and the 26^ degree was fixed upon, by which a Treaty was 
concluded between us and the Portuguese Government. This Treaty was published in 
1871, in order to prevent any collision. About this affair there stills exists a document, 
in which it is stated that the Macatees declare that they have been conquered by the 
Zulus, whose King Umswaas was afterwards. In accordance with this Treaty, a chart 
of the boundary line has been drawn by the Contracting Parties. More documents have 
existed ; moreover, I have spoken to old inhabitants about the matter, and I have 
interrogated them; but in my conscience I consider these documents to be suflScient, 
and I have been confirmed in my convictions that there cannot be the slightest question 
about our rights to that territory. Also, when I was there, I have seen in the immediate 
neighbourhood of Loeloeberg traces of formerly inhabited farms. Origstad itself was 
abandoned, and in the west side of the Steel Poort River the white people settled. The 
natives began gradually to become insubordinate, but, in order to preserve the peace, 
the Government sent from Lydenberg a Commission to Sekwati, in order to let him 
know how he had to behave ; and of this mission, the result has been the agreement 
between the Commission of the Volksraad at Lydenberg and the Kafir Captain 
Sekwati, dated November 17, 1857, signed in Sekwati's town, on this side of the 
Lioeloe Mountain. After his death, Secocoeni with his bands marched into the mountain. 
If Secocoeni had possessed a royal right to this territory, he would never put his signa- 
ture under this contract, by which he was told that he was allowed to hunt on the 
grounds occupied by him, &c. Further, a letter from Cape Town, sent by Governor 
Barkly, dated August 12, 1876, written by order of Lord Carnarvon, who objects to 
the hostile attitude of this Government against the natives, which might be hurtful to 
British interests, and, therefore, proposes a uniformity of native policy to be considered 
at the Conference, to which this Government has been invited. Further copy of a letter 
from Lord Carnarvon to Sir Henry Barkly. This letter announces that there is some 
(453) U 
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fear of hostilities between the Transvaal people and neighbouring natives, who live on 
the boundaries of the Transvaal and Katal. In tliis letter ako a kind spirit and a 
friendly disposition are manifested. Her Majesty recognizes our independence, hut 
(Certainly within limits; in no policy may be formed, by which the interests of 
meighbours may be endangered, but I should like to see other neighbours also apply 
ithe same rule. It would be short-sightedness to hold the British Government respon- 
^ble for the fiaiults committed by its inferior officers. I am positively certain that if 
our rights and claims in tliis matter are put before the British Government, in a short, 
£iM)d, and clear mann^, everything will soon be all right. I do not always hold the 
^vernment responsible for the expedition against Langalibalele, but certainly its 
oflELcials. We have, however, been very much vilified with the British Government; 
fbut I am sure that if our rights and the truth are communicated to the firitiah 
'Government, they will no longer object. They think that we are carrying on a war 
beyond our frontier. I remain faithful to the policy I adopted on the first day, not to go 
and conquer one inch of ground beyond the fixed boundaries. Whosever wishes to do 
fio by the sword, let the calamity come down on his head ; whosoever shall draw the 
Aword, shall perish by the sword. I do not believe in a conquest by arms ; I do net 
believe in the supremacy of might in politics. The word of the great Master is to me 
a true word : " Whosoever shall draw the sword, shall perish by the sword/' But 
circumstances then arise/ in which a man must maintain his right; and if the BrUidi 
Government knows what we know, if they know that we have been compelled, nolens 
molensy to draw the sword in order to maintain our rights, they will sympathise with us. 
When the British Government will know our circumstances, we shall not receive 
xeproaches, but sympathy from them. 

There is a party in England who are, according to my opinion, unnatural. 
When the human race clothes itself in the mourning dress of nature, it finds com- 
passion and sympathy with this party. If the human race, however, appears without 
that mourning dress, not in a black skin, then that party does not see the injustice and 
oppression which the human race has to sufier. Thanks to God, the power of that 
-party is fast decreasing. The Mutiny in India, the events on the West Coast of Africa, 
iave greatly reduced the power of that party. But still there is a party who pity and 
have compassion with " veiled " humanity. The British Government has learnt by the 
Mutiny in India, by the East and West Coast of Africa, that there is some diflference 
between white and black, and that there can never be the certainty of a permament 
peace between them, But it is not only on the part of England that there is a mis- 
xmderstanding in tins afiair ; dishonest information and wrong measures also taken here 
have been the cause why people easily beUeved the false reports which have been 
^spread regarding the RepubUc. But there is also, on the other hand, that only k 
in favour of that part of the human race that lives in the sunlight. With neither of 
these parties I have any sympathy. We must do justice to both whites and blacsks. I 
think that the Government have always endeavoured to maintain that justice. Only a 
few times they were forced by circumstances to abandon that course of action. As to 
'myself, I still remain faithful to the policy adopted by me since my arrival in tliis 
•X30untry. During four years I have kept back the war-horse, and although it u'as 
always ready to rush forward, I succeeded in restraining it. Only when it could no 
longer be kept back, I let it loose. I appeal to the honourable members whether a 
osingle voice has been raised against the resolution to punish the rebel Secocceni for liis 
dmipudence. Perhaps we shall be blamed because we have not observed the " etiquette.*' 
Now we are only a young State, and ought to follow the example of our older neigh- 
bours. The Free State and Natal have not found fault with us, because we have not 
announced to them that we intended to punish the rebel Secocceni. 

Unasked 200 of our men assembled on our frontier to prevent that rebel Langali- 
balele from escaping through our country to Cety wayo's territory ; and when he fled to 
Basuto-Land, and was captured there, was due to our exertions. When Her Majesty's 
possessions on the Diamond Fields were in danger, we did not receive notice that there 
would come an expedition from the Cape to suppress that rebellion. I gave notice of it 
to this Government, and persuaded them not to oppose it, but to assist if any rebels 
sought refuge in this State in capturing them. 1 gave notice of this to all officlak in the 
Transvaal. Earl Carnarvon cannot believe this, before he knows the real truth of the 
thing. There exists still with Her Majesty's Government a kind disposition towards us. 
I shall be very sorry if our Government ever took a step by which our friendly relations 
with the British Government might be disturbed. We can have worse friends than the 
British Government. Let us live as friends with them, but let us show ourselves 
worthy of such a friend and wise neighbour as the British Government is. We are 



proud of the heroes of the Dutch race ; but let us not forget that the greatest thing in 
a people is a wise policy. Besides its wisdom, we can also learn from the British policy 
its true liberality. We must learn to value this. The British Government has always 
been liberal ; and if sometimes impelled by avarice, it has committed deeds which 
rather ought to have been loft undone, then this waa only a proof that it consisted of 
weak men. But this is not only the case with the British policy, but that of the whole 
world. That broad policy we must imitate, especially with respect to the natives. Our 
forefathers, who were nearer to the old trunk than we, showed that they possessed that 
liberal policy. That they showed in such matter, as, for instance, the agreement with 
Sekwati, and when in later times this course was abandoned, difficulties arose, of which 
we now gather the bitter fruits. Let us imitate the British policy in its sympathy with 
the natives, not in its want of syrapathv with its own sons. In England noble ladies are 
making clothes for the naked Kafir children ; but for the little beggars in the streets of 
their own towns comparatively little is done. 

It has oflen been emphatically asserted that I am anti-English. Well, if English, 
means dishonesty, oppression, then I am anti-English. If it means the contrary, then I 
am thoroughbred English. 

It has also been said that I am against Cbnfederation. If Confederation means the 
cowardly surrender of the rights and independence of the country, then I am against 
Confederation. It it means the realisation of my dream, the union of my people, then I 
am for it with heart and soul. I was the first man who has spoken of a united South. 
Africa, and on my advice this Government lias consented to send a delegate to the 
Conference. And if we are invited to-morrow to attend on a certain day and at a. 
certain place, either within or without South Africa, on a Conference, I am certain that 
our Government will take care that it is duly represented at that Conference. But even 
a child has a feeling of honour J The despatches from the English Government show 
that it. is altogether wrongly informed about our intentions and oiu: acts, and we must 
protest against being in the outer world blackened as people who trampled upon the 
rights of their fellow men, and who wish to extend their territory. Besides Proclama- 
tions have been issued, in which Sikukuni is considered to be an independent Pbwer,. 
for otherwise such Proclamations are not necessary. 

We were slandered by some of the Cape Town newspapers. It pays perhaps those 
people to send misrepresentations about us to the world. I am quite sure that if to-day 
a quarrel arises between four Kafirs in the location at this place, and the authorities, 
send the constables to put it down, the Cape papers soon will resound with the words : 
Another war in the Transvaal ! The Police sent out ! More annexation of territory !' 
&c. If I doubted only in the slightest manner of our right to the territory, I should* 
advise you to accept the kind offer of Sir Henry Barkly, and if there is any Member of 
the Raad who has any doubt about it, let him speak and show his reasons if he has 
any, and I shall consider those reasons. Lord Carnarvon continually speaks of the 
acknowledged boundary line, outside of which the Republic is not allowed to go ; but I 
shall be glad to know where the boundary line is that England has recognized, then I 
shall strictly adhere to the Treaty. But I do not believe that England will be so 
reckless as to say : We have not fixed it formerly ; we shall do it now, and where the 
boundary has not been fixed, the territory is English. But some people try in this way 
to ca^ase a quarrel between Her Majesty's Government and the Government of this^ 
countrv ; and such a light-hearted joke is hurtful and exasperates the mind. I do not* 
believe that this is the intention of Her Majesty's Government, but this I believe : the 
British Government has not given any boundary to this Republic, but a certain line was 
fixed as far as the Oliphant's River ; for the territory of Origstad has been purchased or 
conquered by the old '* Omtrekkers." Now the Government does not wish us to carry 
on a war between the natives and the blacks, because thereby a fire might be kindled^ 
by which Her Majesty's possessions might be endangered. Our interests are, therefore, 
closely connected with those of the British Government. We must preserve peace aa 
much as possible. It would be a difficult thing if we were attacked from outside. 

I hear that Sir Henry Barkly, having read the latest reports in the newspapers, has 
already taken steps better to inform the Enghsh Government. 

Mr. Buhrmann. — When the matter was brought forward this morning, I already 
wished to put some questions, only as to the matter of Sikukuni. With this affair I am 
folly acquainted, it having commenced l>vo years before my arrival in this country, 
have never had any doubt in the matter, and still some doubt has arisen. 

1. Is his Honour convinced that these are legal documents 1 Have they really been 

written at that time ? 

His Honour. — Certainly ; I have never ordered an inquiry to be made, for I never 
(453) U 2 
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doubted their authenticity, as I have found these documents among all the legal property 
of the State, and the still-living witnesses can swear to their authenticity. It is not our 
duty to prove their authenticity ; but, on the contrary, the non-authenticity has to be 
proved. 

Mr. Buhrmann. — 2, His Honour has read some months ago that there are people 
here who doubt the thing. Has his Honour, before this matter came before the Council, 
interrogated those persons ? 

His Honour. — Never such people came to me. Officially, I never take any notice 
of wliat is said in the newspapers. For instance, when I read that Captain Schlickman 
is said (in the "Gold Fields Mercury*') to have captured, ill-treated, and murdered 
women, then I inquired into the matter ; but further I do not take any notice of rumours 
concerning politics. That is too far beneath me, and I believe that Mr. Buhrmann ought 
not to put such questions. 

Mr. Buhrmann. — When has his Honour for the first time heard of Sikukuni, and 
his claim to the ground ? 

His Honour. — When the Gold Fields came into existence. When I went to the 
Gold Fields, Johannes asked me whether he was allowed to reside in the district of 
Lydenberg. At that time he resided at Botsabelo. Aflerwards, he established himself 
near Steel Poort. The Landdrost shut his eyes for it. I always thought this Johannes 
had nothing to do with Sikukuni, until the latter made known that Johannes was there 
by his orders. Sikukuni had obtained permission from the original inhabitants of 
Leydenberg to live there on the ground of his father Sekwati, and that permission had 
been given to Sekwati, on the western slope of the Loeloe Mountain. When afterwards 
Sikukuni became always stronger, ordered " schantzes " to be built, and was provided 
with guns from the Gold and Diamond Fields ; he began to claim the ground as his 
property. I should have allowed Sikukuni to reside on Government ground if he had 
abolished his barbarous customs ; but he sent out commandoes, without my consent, 
until I forbade him. Then he prevented white people from residing there ; and then it 
became time to teach him his duty. 

After a very long discussion, the following motion of Mr. de Vries was carried 
unanimously : ■— 

'^ The Volksraad is of opinion that the documents relating to the territory now 
inhabited by Sikukuni, and which have now again been brought forward, and have been 
found in perfect harmony with the well-known facts of the matter, so that there cannot 
be any question whether that ground is the incontestable property of this Republic, and 
of nobody else." 



No. 119. 

Governor Sir H. Barklyy G.C.M.O.y K.C.B.^ to the Earl of Carnarvon. — {Received 

October 30.) 
My Lord, Cape Town, October 3, 1876. 

ALTHOUGH the next accounts may probably show that no serious disturbance 
is to be apprehended, I do not feel justified, in the present state of affairs on the frontier, 
in keeping back from your Lordship the accompanying copy of a message from 
Captain Blyth, Resident Magistrate in Griqua-Land East, which was transmitted by 
telegraph from King William's Town, shortly after the departure of the last mail 
steamer. 

2. It will be seen that opposition to the authority of the law was offered by a small 
party of Nehemiah Moshesh's followers, near his residence at Matatiel, and thai as 
they were fully armed and ensconced among the rocks. Captain Blyth did not think it 
prudent to attack with the few policemen he happened to have with him. 

3. On the receipt of this news the Commandant of the Frontier Armed and 
Mounted Police was directed to move up a reinforcement of fifty men, as requested, 
from the nearest station, about 100 miles distant, the force at Kokstadt, which is not 
above half that distance from the spot, having been reduced to little over thirty men, 
whom it was not expedient to withdraw. 

4. I have likewise informed Sir Henry Bulwer of the occurrence, and requested 
him to instruct the Magistrate of Alfred County to be prepared to co-operate with 
Captain Blyth on the Natal frontier, in the event of necessity. 

5. The opposition of these Basutos acquires gravity from two circumstances: first, 
that Nehemiah Moshesh was, as your Lordship is aware, the originator of the attempt 
to raise an agitation among the chiefs in the Transkei, on the plea that a confederation 
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among the whites for the control of native affairs ought to be met by the blacks com- 
bining to protect themselves; and, second, that, as subsequently reported, the rumoured 
invasion of the Colony by the armies of Gangelizwe and of Kreli was, according to 
the hints given by friendly natives, to be preluded by disturbances created by Nehemiah 
with a view of drawing off the bulk of the Colonial forces into the remote and moun- 
tainous tract of country which that restless intriguer inhabits. 

6. Although, therefore, there may have been much that was imaginary in these 
ramours, and what has just happened may, after all, be no more than a curious coinci- 
dence, it behoves this Government to be on the alert ; and as the Secretary for Native 
Affairs has just rejoined his colleagues from his tour of inspection, I hope shortly to be 
in a petition to announce to your Lordship the additional measures of precaution which 
it is adopting. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) HENRY BARKLT. 



Inclosure in No. 119. 

Telegraphic Message from Inspector Chalmers^ F.A.M.P.^ Kourgha, to the Secretary for 

Native Affairs, Cape Town^ 

I HAVE been requested to send following by Captain Blyth, under date 22nd 
instant. 

'* A serious affair has taken place in the Matatiel district, some Basutos refused to 
come to the oflBce, and assaulted messenger sent. As I was in district I went to kraal 
with Mr. Liefeldt, Sub-Inspector O'Connor, and a few Frontier Armed Mounted 
Police. Headmen were fully armed among the rocks near the kraal, cattle sent to 
mountains, and women in caves. They refused to lay down their arms when ordered 
by me, pointing their guns at full cock at us ; there were about twenty-five men and in very 
strong position. I should have lost several men in taking them prisoners ; the men 
state they are Nehemiah Moshesh^s men, some Basutos of the Chief Maqwi supporting 
the movement. A force of about fifty Frontier Armed Mounted Police should be sent 
at once, as it* will be necessary to leave men at Kokstad. 

Immediate steps should be taken. Please give full particulars. 



No. 120. 

Lieutenant'Govemor Sir H, E. Bulwer, K.C.M.O., to the Earl of Carnarvon. — (Received 

November 3.) 

My Lord, ' Government House, Maritzburg, Natal, September 21, 1876. 

THERE has been no opportunity of dispatching leters for England since the 8th 
instant, and I have therefore beep unable to forward until now a copy of the Speech 
with which President Burgers opened the special Session of the Transvaal Volksraad 
on the 4th instant ; but your Lordship will no doubt have received a copy of it from 
elsewhere. As was anticipated, the Speech deals mainly with the necessity, that the 
recent operations against Sikukuni had made evident, for introducing some radical 
alterations in the military system of the Republic, and with the measures required for 
carrying on the operations, offensive or defensive, against Sikukuni. I inclose also copy 
of the reply made by the Chairman of the Volksraad to the President's Speech ; but no 
authentic information has yet been received here as to what has since passed in the 
Volksraad. 

2. The defence of the Steel Poort fort and the general conduct of the operations in 
that district against Sikukuni appear to have been left in the hands of a Captain Von 
Schlickmann. Other forts or laagers are being constructed under the direction of this 
commander, who is also engaged in raising a j)icked force of 300 volunteers. 

3. The object of Captain Von Schlickmann, it is said, is both to defend the country 
behind him against attacks from Sikukuni's people, and at the same time, by frequent 
patrols, raids, or expeditions from the forts into Sikukuni's country, to prevent the 
natives within reach from settling down and planting their crops until the wet season is 
over, when it is supposed the Boers will again take the field under such reformed mili- 
tary system as may by that time be established. 

4. From private sources we learn that three or four of these expeditionary raids have 
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already been made by the Steel Poort force, in which a great number of native kraals 
had been surprised and destroyed, and several natives^ soine of them being woman^ 
killed. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) HENR¥ BULWBB. 



For Inclosure in No. 120, see Inclosure 1 in No. 108. 



No. 121. 

Lieut€nant''Govemor Sir H. E. Bulwer, K.C.M.G., to the Earl of Carnarvon. — {Received 

November 3.) 

My Lord, Government House^ Maritzburg^ Natal, September 21, 1876. 

I HAVE the honour to forward, for your Lordship's information, copy of a letter 
which I recently received from President Burger^ relative to a report which had reached 
him of an intention on the part of the Zulu King to attack the Amaswazi. 

2. By my despatches of the 9th August and the 6th September, your Lordshq>' will 
have learned that I had already sent messages to Cetywayo, urging upon him the impor- 
tance of doing nothing that would disturb a peaceful settlement of the questions at issue 
between him and the Government of the South African Republic. 

3. The messengers whom I sent on the 4th instant have not yet returned, and! 
must await the answer which they will bring me and their report of the aspect of affairs 
in- the Zulu country before I can form any positive opinion as to the danger of a. hostile 
movement on. the part of the Zulus, and as to the further steps which it. may be necessary 
to take to prevent such a movement. 

4. In my reply to President Burgers, a copy of which is also forwarded herewith^ 
I felt it but just to point out that the conduct of the Zulu King had hitherto been one of 
moderation, and that the danger to be apprehended of a Zulu movement at this time 
was a consequence of the uneasy feeling caused by the hostilities between the Govern** 
ment of l^e Republic and the Chief Sikukuni, and was increased by the existence of the 
long unsettled disputes between the Government of the Bepublic and the Zulu King, of 
which the question of the claims of the two countries with regard to the Amaswazi 
people was one. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) HENRY BULWBR. 



Inclosure 1 in No. 121. 



Sir, Grcvemment Office, Pretoria, August 29, 1876; 

I CONSIDER it my duty to acquaint your Excellency with a report which reached 
me by yesterday's post, viz., that Cetywayo, the Zulu Chief, intends making a raid upon 
the Amaswazi, in defiance of the repeated intimations of my Government that an 
attack upon the Amaswazi might lead to very serious consequences, as the Amaswazi are 
subjects of this State. 

Your Excellency will remember that, shortly after my return fix)m Europe, I 
informed you in a private note that I had proposed to the Zulu Chief to settle a diqmte 
about territory in a friendly way. All my best endeavours to bring about a peaceful 
settlement of the matter have hitherto been frustrated by the nature of the conditions 
proposed by Cetywayo, which included, amongst others, that he should be allowed by me 
to make a raid upon the Amaswazi, and that my Government should deliver up to him a 
brother of his, who, having fled from him for fear of being murdered, resides quietly in 
tiie Rejpublic. 

It IS obvious that the object of Cetywayo, should this report be true, is to embroil 
this State in a war, and at the same time to get possession of a most formidable strong* 
hold in Swaziland. 

Should he attempt this and succeed in his purpose, I need not explain what the 
consequences will be to Natal as well as to this country, not to speak of the Amaswazi; 
who are a quiet and peaceful people. 

1 feel convinced that I need only inform your Excellency of this report in order to 
obtain your friendly co-operation in my endeavours to prevent Cetywayo from carrying 
ont his purpose. 
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I may add that I have sent word to Getywayo^ remonstrating with him about 
the matter, and expressing my unaltered desire to settle onr dispute in a friendly 
way. 

With, &c. 
(Signed) THOS. BURGERS, 

StcUe President of the South African Republie. 
By order, 
(Signed) Swabt, State Secretary. 

To his Excellency Sir H. Bulwer, K.C.M.G., 
&c. &c. &c. 



Inolosure 2 in No. 121. 

Sir, Government HousCf Maritzburg, Natal, September 11, 1876. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch of the 29th 
ultimo in which your Honour informs me that a report had reached you to the effect 
that Cetywayo, the Zulu King, intends making a raid into the Amaswazi country. 
Your Honour adds that you are convinced that you need only inform me of this report 
in order to obtain my friendly co-operation in your endeavour to deter him from carrying 
oat such an intention. 

The information which from time to time, of late, has reached the Government of 
this Colony has certainly given it great cause for anxiety as to the effect that the 
hostltitieB in wliich the Government of your Honour has been engaged with the Chief 
£ikukuni might have upon the Zulu King and people. 

The Zi^u mind has evidently been agitated by these hostilities, and the danger to 
be apprehended from this condition of mind is increased by the existence of the 
questions in dispute between the Government of the Republic and the Zulu King, in 
j^espect of the so-called "disputed territory," and of the relations of the two countries 
rwdth the Amaswazi people. 

The policy of this Government has always been directed to the preservation of 
peace in this portion of South Africa and to the promotion of friendly relations with the 
jiative tribes and peoples. The Zulu King is fully acquainted with the views of this 
Government, and I am bound to say that he has hitherto shown every desire to pay 
xegard to them ; and 1 most sincerely trust that notwithstanding the present circum- 
stances so unfavourable to the preservation of peace, he will maintain that moderation 
of conduct which he has hitherto observed, and which I can assure your Honour I 
shall not cease to counsel and to urge upon him. 

I have, &c. 

(Sigaed) BQENRY BULWER, Lieut enant- Governor. 

His Honour President T. P. Burgers, Esq., 

Pretoria. 



No. 122. 

Lieutenant' Governor Sir H. E. Bulwer, K.C.M.G., to the Earl of Camarvon.'^^{Received 

November 3.) 

My Lord, Government House, Maritzburg, Natal, September 22, 1876. 

WITH reference to my despatch of the 2nd instant,* I forward for your Lordship's 
information copy of a letter which 1 have received from President Burgers in reply to 
the letter addressed by me to Ins Honour on the 30th ultimo. 

I have &c 
(Signed) ' KBNRT BULWER. 



Liclosure in No. 122. 



Sir, Government House, Pretoria^ September 13, 1876. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge receipt of your Excellency's letter dated the 
30th August, 1876, informing me of the receipt of a letter from the members of the 
Defence Committee appointed by the inhabitants of the Lydenberg Gold Fields, 



No. 104. 
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representing the state of insecurity in which they and other British subjects were placed, 
and in reply I desire to thank your Excellency for your .kindness and readiness to assist 
this Government in case of danger. 

I had no doubt of that friendly feeling on the part of Her British Majesty's 
representatives in South Africa and more particularly on the part of your Excellency, 
and hence I wrote a few days ago proposing a co- operation on the part of the Natal 
Government to secure the maintenance of peace between this Republic and the Zulu 
Chief, and I have no misgiving regarding the action your Excellency will have taken in 
respect to that matter. 

In reference to the Sikukuni matter, I am happy to say that there is every 
prospect of a successful suppression of the rebellion, which will, I sincerely hope, tend 
to secure peace for the future and prevent the recurrence of such disturbances. 

I regret to learn from your Excellency's letter that British subjects at the Gold 
Fields should consider themselves and their property in any danger, particularly as no 
complaint of that kind had reached me direct. 

This Government is quite prepared to render such assistance as circumstances will 
permit to foreigners as well as to citizens ; and should any subjects of Her British 
Majesty's Government desire to have a safe escort from the place of danger, I shall have 
great pleasure in giving orders for the provision of such an escort. 

I fully appreciate your Excellency's apprehensions of the serious consequence of 
these disturbances, at the same time, however, your Excellency will also fully appreciate 
the appreiiensions this Government entertains of the consequences of allowing an open 
rebellion of a native Chief, living by sufferance partly upon Government and partly 
upon private lands far within the boundaries of this State. This Sikukuni disturbance 
is only a counterpart to that of Langalibalele in Natal, with this difference, that the 
Sikukuni revolt was a long and systematic scheme brought to maturity aided by the 
free sale of fire-arms on the Diamond Fields and characterised by acts of aggression, 
violence, theflt, and murder. 

I need not disguise from your Excellency the painful disappointment this Govern- 
ment felt on finding that the Representatives of Her British Majesty's Government both 
in South Africa and in England should have been led to an entirely wrong impression 
of the real state of affairs. This wrong impression, I sincerely trust, will soon be 
removed, and that the friendly relations between this Republic and Her British Majesty's 
Government will not be disturbed. 

In conclusion, I can give you the assurance of my sincere desire to co-operate with 
Her Majesty's Colonial officers in keeping peace and maintaining those principles of 
justice and truth which are our most powerful aids in subduing barbarism. 

T li9,yA &c 

(Signed) ' THOS. BURGERS, 

State President of the South African Republic. 
By order, 
(Signed) Swart, Secretary. 

His Excellency Sir H. Bulwer, K.O.M.G., 
&c. &c. &c. 



No. 123. 

Lieutenant-Governor Sir H. E. Bulwer, K.C.M.Q., to the Earl of Carnarvon. — {Received 

November 3.) 

My Lord, Government House, Maritzburg, Natal, September 22, 1876. 

I FORWARD an extract from a private letter, with a copy cf which I have been 
favoured, giving a short history of the causes which led to the present hostilities in the 
Transvaal. The account, I am told, may be regarded as reliable. 

(Signed) ' HENRY BULWER. 



Inclosure in No. 123. 

Extract from a Private Letter, dated September 8, 1876. 

1. THE primary cause of the present war in the Transvaal is a dispute as to the 
ownership of a certain tract of territory which is now called the Leydenberg district. 
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This land now in dispute, it is admitted on all hands, was originally occupied by the 
people now under the rule of Sikukuni. 

But at the time that portion of the Boers who settled in it came into the country, 
Ihey were so diminished by war, first with the Zulus, and then with the Swazis, that 
they had retreated to the northern and mountainous part of it. The Boers were allowed 
to occupy the land, and seem to have established friendly relations with the natives, so 
that no serious dispute occurred until the Lydenberg district was incorporated in the 
South African Republic. Soon after this, the natives claimed the land and proceeded 
to take possession ; this brought on a war, in which Pretorius gained the victory, and 
fixed the Steel Poort River as the boundary. I am not aware that in their present 
claims they interfere with that settlement, the country they now claim is outside, to the 
south and east, to the best of ray knowledge. 

The Boers affirm, that they bought the country of the Swazis, and that, the Swazis 
offered " to make the land clean from brambles, but they said no, let them remain, tliey 
will be our servants,'* a copy of this bargain appears either in the ^* Witness or 
Mercury '* a week or two since. On the part of the Basutos, it is contended that no 
such sale took place, and if it did, it was invalid, because the Swazis were not in 
occupation of tlie land, and therefore could not sell it. 

Sikukuni says, neitlier I nor my father sold the land, but we permitted the Boers 
to live in it because we were few and we did not need it, but now we are too many and 
we want the land back. 

2. Tlie immediate cause of the war, was the action of the Transvaal Government 
with respect to ** Johannes/' They were displeased with him for leaving the Botsa- 
bele Station and occupying an independent position, and were afraid of liim because 
of the place of liis residence, whicli is a natural stronghold, and near lo his brother 
SSikukuni. I know, that they sent message after message of request and command to 
remove to some distant place. But as this was not supported by any force, either of 
commando or of de facto authority in the Government, he paid no attention to the 
messages, except to declare, in reply, that the whole country was his, and that he meant 
to have it. 

After this state of irritation had been carried to firearms a Caps Boer bought a 
farm in the border of the country occupied by Sikukuni, and went to live on it. He 
sent his people to cut wood on the outside of his farm. Whetlier intentionally or not 1 
do not know, but on the testimony of a commission sent by the Boers, and consisting of 
some of the original settlers, really on Sikukuni's land. The natives let them cut, and 
then came after they had loaded the wood, and took it off the wagon, telling them tlie 
land was theirs, and that they should have no wood from it. The Boer sent again, and 
again he was driven away. Then the Sheriff* was sent, but he beat an ignominious 
retreat. Sikukuni was then appealed to and certain threats uttered, to which he replied, 
** the land belonged to his tribe, and would be occupied by Johannes." He also said 
''he should not give up the land, that he did not wish to fight, but he was quite ready to 
do so if they preferred it." Then a commando was called out, and the people went in 
laager and trom that time commenced the continual sending of messages, which 
terminated in a declaration of war by the Transvaal Government. 

3. Up till the declaration of war, the natives committed no hostile act. While 
the Boers were in laager within a few miles of liis kraal, Johannes offered to send, and 
did send some of his people to reap the harvest of his neighbours who jvere in laager 
against him. All the way through both Johannes and Sikukuni offered to submit the 
question to arbitration, but at the same time steadily maintained their right to the land. 
The Transvaal Government on the other side, declared them rebellious subjects, and 
proceeded to bring them into subjection. But they had never exercised government 
over them, they had no magisterial supervision, and they received no tribute from them. 
On the contrary, every Boer who owned a farm in the neighbourliood of Mapoc or 
Sikukuni, paid them tribute, in the gift of an ox per annum. 

1 look on the war as altogether unnecessai'y and unjust on the part of the Transvaal 
Government, and they will not conquer the Basutos. 

Lydenberg district is now at the mercy of the natives, and, after the example 
the Boers have set, the result will be frightful. 
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No. 124. 

lieutenant^Oavemor Sir H. E. Bulwer, K.C.M.G., to the Earl of Carnarvon. — (Received 

November 3.) 

My Lord, Government House, Maritzburg, Natal, September 22, 1876. 

WITH reference to my despatch of the 25th August,* I have the honour 
to forward copy of a letter which I have received from the Chairman of the Defence 
Committee at the Gold Fields in reply to mine of the 23rd ultimo. 

I have, &o. 
(Signed) HENRY BULWBR, 



Inclosure in No. 124. 



Sir, Pilgrim's Rest, Transvaal, September 4, 1876. 

WE have the honour to acknowledge receipt of your Excellency's letter of the 
23rd ultimo, and to express the thanks of this community for your prompt reply to ours 
of the 1 3th idem. 

It is with great satisfaction that we note that Her Majesty's Government will have 
our representations laid before them. 

Our not giving any indication of the means or mode by which protection may be 
best afforded, was for the reason that, as supplicants for protection, we did not feel that 
we were in a position to state how that protection was to be given. 

We could not, as your Excellency states, expect the Government to involve them- 
selves in the hostilities now going on, but as we infer from your Excellency's Jetter and 
from your Speech at the opening of the Natal Legislative Cotuicil, Her Majesty's 
Government do not consider Sikukuni to be a subject of the Transvaal Republic, and 
as Sikukuni has sent a letter to tliis community explaining that he has no quarrel with 
the English, it might be within your Excellency's powers to send a Commissioner to 
that Chief, giving the views of Her Majesty's Government with regard to British 
subjects resident here. 

As regards our position with reference to the Government of the Transvaal 
Republic, notwithstanding our strong remonstrances against the enrolment of volunteers 
from here, they were called for and some obtained, and they have lef>, and thereby 
greatly imperilled our position ; and we hear wdth great indignation that they have 
perpetrated what we cannot term other than atrocities in the slaughter of women and 
children. The fact of their leaving the Fields for the purpose of taking part in 
hostilities against Secocoeni was calculated to endanger us. 

We Would respectfully represent to your Excellency that already two persons 
belonging to these Fields have been murdered ; that cattle have been stolen, and property 
destroyed and pillaged to a very serious extent, which has resulted in the Delagoa Bay route 
being, in so far as the conveyance of merchandise is concerned, entirely closed, and 
outlying stations abandoned. We are consequently left, until the season opens for 
waggon traffic from Natal, without the means of obtaining additional supplies. 

A notice from the President, dated 23th August, has been posted here, stating 
that there is a force at Leydenberg, which, if necessary, the Gold Commissioner can call 
upon for the assistance of the Fields. No dependence can be placed upon this promised 
aid, seeing that the force under the President would not obey his orders, and we are 
strongly of opinion that this notice is intended to mislead our Government as to the 
means provided for our protection, and to be quoted in the future ; and the promise 
was only made by the President, and published after an appeal to your Excellency. 

We beg most heartily to thank your Excellency for your kind and frank expression 
of sympathy and wiUingness to aid, which has tended greatly to reassure the minds of 
British subjects here. 

We have, &c. 
(For the Defence Committee), 

(Signed) JHN. TURTON, Chairman. 

His Excellency Sir H. E. Bulwer, K,C.M.G., 
&c. &c. &c. 



• No. 96. 



No. 125. 

Ideuiendnt'Ocvernor Sir H. B. Bulwer, K.C.M.G., to the Earl of Carnarvon. — (Received 

November 3.) 

My Lord, Oovemment House, Maritzburg, Natal, September 27, 1876. 

THE mail from the Transvaal came in yesterday, but it brought no news of any 
importance. I inclose copy of a report by the Acting Secretary for Native Affairs. 

I have &c 
(Signed) ' HENRY BULWER. 



Inclofiure in No. 125. 

Report on Affairs in Transvaal Territory and Zulu-Land. 

THE Pretoria Post had not reached Newcastle when the mail-cart left. Country 
about Middelberg quiet. No news of importance except that Mpanjana, a Petty Chief 
who had recognized Sikukuni before the war, had been plundered by Sikukuni's 
subjects, his kraals burnt » and his people fled to Kruiger's Post. Some thirteen head 
of cattle had been taken from Coetzee's farm, Komula. Men who had been induced to 
leave Gold Fields and take part in the war, were anxious to return to Fields. Dissatis- 
faction existed in Steel Port laager. Nothing stirring in the Zulu country except what 
has already been reported. 

(Signed) H. F. 8HEPST0NE, 

Acting Secretary for Native Affairs. 
Office of Secretary for Native Affairs, Natal, 

September 27, 1876. 



No. 126. 

Lieutenant-Governor Sir H. E. Bulwer, K.C.M.G.9 to the Earl of Carnarvon. — (Received 

November 3.) 

My Lord, Government House, Maritzburg^ Natal, September 29, 1876. 

I HAVE the honour to forward copy of a letter received this morning from our 
Resident Magistrate in Alfred County, acquainting us with a report which had reached 
him to the eniect that Captain Blyth, with a party of mounted police, had been set at 
defiance by Nehemiah Moshesb. 

2. The report, of course, requires confirmation, but I deem it of sufficient impor- 
tance to acquaint your Lordship of it without delay. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed)^ HENRY BULWER, 



Inclosnre in No. 126. 

Minute. 

Harding, September 27, 1876. 

1 HAVE just heard that Captain Blyth, with a body of twenty-five mounted police, 
has been set at defiance by Nehemiah's men. 

These men had, in the first instance, beaten messengers of the Assistant Magistrate, 
Mr. Lief eldt, of Matatiele. 

When Captain Blyth, with the police, arrived at the kraals he found all the women 
and children taken away into caves, and the men lining the rocks with guns. They 
refused to lay down their arms, and, after a good deal of parley. Captain Blyth is said 
to have retired to Kokstadt with the police, and to have sent at once to the Cape for 
reinforcements. 

I have not heavd of this from Captain Blyth, but I know he has been away for some 
days. 

I understand that attempts are made to prevent the matter getting abroad at all. 
This account I give vou was written by a man who represented himself as present at the 
(453) ' X 2 
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scene he describes ; he does not wish his name to be given, but I have no doubt the 
account is substantially true. 

(Signed) J. GILES, Resident Magistrate. 

The Hon. Acting Secretary for Native Affairs. 



No. 127. 

Lieutenant-Governor Sir H. E. Bulwer^ K.C.M.O.^ to the Earl of Carnarvon. — (Received 

November 11.) 

My Lord, Government Housej Maritzburg, Nataly October 6, 1876. 

REFERRING to my despatch of the 29th ultimo,* I have the honour to forward 
copy of a furtlier report received from our Resident Magistrate in Alfred County. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) HENRY BULWER. 



Inclosure in No. 127. 
Minute. 



October 2, 1876. 
Monthly Border Report. 

I RECEIVED a letter from Captain Blyth on September 30th, dated two days 
previous, in which the following sentences occur : — 

^' I am sorry to say that some Basutos in the Matatiel district have been behaving 
badly, and taken up arms. I have telegraphed for instructions, as it is a serious and 
wide-spread affair. Nehemiah Moshesh is at the bottom of it, and I think it is the out- 
come of all the ill-feeling and disaffection there has been apparent in Basuto-Land lately." 

Captain Blyth was intending to leave on Friday to visit Umqikela, who had expressed 
a wish to see him. 

I visited the borders where the fighting between the Imizizi and other tribes was 
going on lately. 

I could see from one side that the burnt huts have been rebuilt, and that the 
Imizizi are cultivating their gardens down the sides of the steep slopes on the opposite 
side. 

It is generally supposed that the Umqikela will accept a fine from the Imizizi, and 
things will go on as before ; but on account of the mourning for Damas (TJmqikela's 
brother) nothing is being done in the matter at present. 

The last message that Umqikela sent the tribe was, that he intended to drive them 
out of his country. 

The Kafirs in this county are quiet and contented ; ploughing and picking are going 
on in all directions in their gardens. 

(Signed) J. GILES, Resident Magistrate, Alfred County. 

To the Hon. Acting Secretary for Native Affairs. 



No. 128. 

Governor Sir H. Barkly, G.C.M.G.^ K.C.B.y to the Earl of Carnarvon. — {Received 

November 3.) 

My Lord, Government House, Cape Town, October 7, 1876. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit copy of a despatch from the Administrator, report- 
ing that resistance had been offered to the poHce by some natives residing on the north- 
eastern frontier of the Province, but that it liad been overcome without difficulty, and 
four of the offenders arrested, tried before the Resident Magistrate of Barkly, and 
heavily fined. 

2. Major Lanyon does not allude to the fact, but it is stated in tlie newspapers that 
this disturbance was excited by a son of Jantje Mothebi's whose attempt to assume the airs 
of an independent Chief was described in his Excellency's despatch of the 17th Aug^iist. 

I have, i&c. 
(Signed) HENEY BARKLY. 

• No. 126. 
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Inclosxire in No* 128. 

Sir, Kimberleyy September 30, 1876. 

I HAVE the honour to report, for your Excellency's information, another case of 
resisting the police by natives, and also the steps ^vhich I caused to be taken in the 
matter. 

2. The Acting Resident Magistrate at Barkly sent a native constable to arrest one 
Piet, for rescuing a prisoner (who had committed theft) from a special constable at 
Spitz Kop. On his arrival at the kraal, the constable proceeded to take the accused, 
and was resisted by twenty-three natives. 

3. Immediately after the receipt of this information, I instructed the Inspector of 
Police to proceed to Spitz Kop, taking with him a sufficient number of men, and to 
arrest the natives who had offered resistance. 

4. Six natives were arrested, two of whom were discharged from want of evidence, 
and the remaining four were removed to the Barkly gaol. 

6. Some constables have been left on the spot to arrest the other men implicated, 
whom the headman has promised to surrender. 

6. Tliose who were arrested were tried before the Resident Magistrate, and fined 
ol. each, which was paid. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) W. OWEN LANYON. 

His Excellency Sir Henry Barkly, G.C.M.G., K.C.B., 

&c. &c. &c. 



No. 129. 



Governor Sir H. Barkly ^ G.CM.G.y K.C.B., to the Earl of Carnarvon. — (Received 

November 3.) 

My Lord, Government House, Cape Toivn, October 7, 1876. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship's despatch of 
the 31st August,* relative to the commandeering of British subjects in the South 
African Republic, and to submit copy of a communication which I have, in conformity 
with the direction given therein, addressed to President Burgers on the subject. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) HENRY BARKLY. 

Inclosure in No. 129. 

Sir Government House, Cape Town^ October 4, 1 876. 

REPRESENTATIONS having been made to Her Majesty's Government by 
British subjects resident in the South African Republic as to the hardship which they 
suffer in remaining liable to the provisions of the Commando Law, whilst the subjects of 
other European nations, such as Holland, Belgium, and Portugal are exempted there- 
from, in virtue of Special Conventions entered into by their Governments, I have been 
directed by the Right Honourable the Earl of Carnarvon to call your Honour's attention 
to this subject, and to point out that, as it is perfectly clear that no ess favourable 
position for British subjects can be accepted by Her Majesty's Government, or, indeed, 
seriously contemplated by that of the Republic, than is enjoyed by the subjects of any 
other State, his Lordship is of opinion that it would unquestionably be the course most 
consistent with the friendly assurances which he received from your Honour when in 
Eno-land, and most conformable to the circumstances of the case, that British subjects 
resident in the South African Republic should be at once declared to be placed on the 
same footing as those of the nations above referred to. 

2. I am to add that, in the event of your Honour's failing to appreciate the matter in 
this light, Her Majesty's Government will be prepared to enter into a formal Convention 
on the subject, pending, however, the execution of which they expect that the South 
African Republic will at once and entirely exempt from all obligations connected with 
military service any British subjects who may apply to be so exempted. 

3." Soliciting the favour of an early reply, I have, &c. 

(Signed) HENRY BARKLY, High Commissionei. 

His Honour the President of the 

South African Republic. 
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No. 130. 

Governor Sir H. Barkly^ O.C.M.O., K.C.B., to the Earl of Carnarvon. — [Received 

November 3.) 

My Lcri, Government House, Cape Town, October 9, 1876. 

1 HAVE the honour to submit copy of a letter which I have addressed to President 
Burgers, protesting against the mode in which the war against Sikakuni is being 
prosecuted. 

2. On the failure of the attack on that Chief's stronghold, his Honour decided on 
establishing fortified laagers in the neighbourhood, with the object of preventing the 
Kafirs from ploughing, of capturing their cattle, and of the starving them into submis- 
sion ; and Captain von Schlickmann (one of the leaders of last year's abortive attempt at 
rebellion at Kimberley) was dispatched by him to the Gold Fields to raise, if possible, 
300 recruits to garrison these laagers, by offering all booty taken and a farm of 2,000 
acres in Sikakuni's country to each man who should serve, throughout the campaign. 

3. A corps of about fifty men was got together at Steel Poort, and operations then 
began by attacking the adjacent villages at daybreak, setting them on fire, and shooting 
their inhabitants as they tried to escape, without, as is affirmed, distinction of sex 
or age. 

4. If half the atrocities, indeed, narrated in the " Gold Fields Mercury " and the 
"Transvaal Argus," by men who sign their names to their letters, be true, nothing more 
barbarous and disgraceful than the proceedings of this corps can be imagined ; but it is 
fair to add that Captain von Schlickmann, having been called upon by the President for 
explanation, represents that women were only shot through the difficulty of distinguishing 
them at a distance, and that if two female prisoners had been killed in cold blood by the 
natives at the fort, as reported, it was contrary to his orders. 

5. It is earnestly to be hoped that greater care will for the future be taken to 
prevent such lamentable occurrences, which cannot but have the effect, sooner or later, 
of leading to acts of retaliation on Sikukuni's part. 

6. I very much fear, however, that if it be true, as stated in recent Transvaal 
papers, that the offer of a Captain Ritter to raise a corps of 1,000 Swazies, to act with 
the volunteers, has been accepted by the Transvaal Government, far more wholesale and 
terrible butcheries will be perpetrated, despite any feeble effort that may be made to 
check them, than any yet heard of in South African warfare. 

7. Under all the circumstances of the case, I felt that it would be a dereliction of 
duty, in the position I have the honour to occupy, to remain silent, instead of doing all 
in my power to deter President Burgers from having recourse to such objectionable 
expedients in the deadly struggle in which he has so unfortunately embarked. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) HENRY BARKLY. 



Inclosure 1 in No. 130« 

m 

Sir, Government House, Cape Town, October 6, 1876. 

YOUR Honour*s letter of the 8th ultimo, acknowledging the receipt of one from 
myself, in which the despatch of the 12th July, from the Right Honourable the Earl of 
Carnarvon, was communicated to you, reached me in due course ; and I had the honour 
likewise by last post to receive your farther letter of the 15th ultimo, containing obaer* 
vations on the questions to which your attention had been therein invited. 

2. Copies of both have been transmitted to his Lordship, but as it will be months 
before a reply can arrive, I feel bound at once to express the deep regret with which I 
learn that your Honour intends, despite the remonstances of Her Majesty's Government, 
to continue the war with Sikukuni. 

3. I must add that the responsibility of your Honour's Government in so doing will 
be very seriously increased if the campaign is carried on contrary to the practice of 
civilized warfare, by mercenaries who are to be paid by the booty tney capture and the 
lands from which they succeed in expelling the inhabitants by fire and sword, or worse 
still, by native allies like the Swazies, who have already sliown, in the attack on Johannes* 
kraal, how Uttle they think of slaughtering women and children. 

4. In former Kafir wars both sides were scrupulously humane in this respect, so that 
sucli barbarous examples are fraught with greater danger to the future of. South Africa 
than anything that Her Maiesty's Government can by possibility have contemplated. 
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5. With regard to your Honour's argument that the action taken in the Sikukuni 
war cannot have had anything to do with the disturbed state of the natives on the Cape 
frontier, as it existed previously, I have only to remark that, although there were 
diputes arising out of the long-pending quarrel between Kreli and Gangelizwe before the 
assembling of your commandos, and although the intrigues of Nehemiah Moshesh began 
directly after Adam Kok's death, not the slightest apprehension of an invasion of 
the Colony was entertained in any quarter until after the middle of July, when rumours 
of the successes gained by their kinsmen in the Transvaal were circulated by the Basutos 
far and wide. 

6. For the sake, therefore, of the safety of British subjects, no less than in the cause 
of humanity, I feel myself called on to enter this solemn protest, in the name of Her 
Majesty's Government, against the continuance of a war which could, I verily believe, 
were the Republic prepared to rest content with the boundaries assigned to it in its own 
maps up to a recent period, be brought in a few days to a peaceful and satisfactory 
termination. 

(Signed) ' HENRT BABKLY, High Qmmsmner. 
His Honour the President of the 
South AMcan Biepublic. 



Inclosure 2 in No. 130. 

HoBBiBiiS Atrocities. — By the post last night from the Transvaal, we received 
the following communication : — 

The Position in the Transvaal. 

** Sir, " Pilgrims Rest, Transvaal September 4, 1876. 

"As it is of the utmost importance to the people of the Transvaal, and especially 
the English people, that the true position of an*airs here should be known now, I ask 
permission to make use of some of your space for the purpose of placing that position 
before the world. I must be brief, as 1 am pushed for time just at present, 

** The grand army of the Republic has been utterly routed from Sikukuni's. The 
President is trying to hide all the ))articulars of the defeat, but it is folly for 
him to do so. His newspaper, the ' Volksstein,' is trying in a most reprehensible 
manner, to burke information. Its issue of the 26th August is a mass of misrepre- 
sentation from headline to imprint. It is earnestly to be hoped the outside world will 
not allow itself to be taken in by the chicanery now being practised in the Transvaal. 

** The grand army having been defeated, a gang of fillibusters, under that reckless 
Adventurer Von Schlickmann, of Diamond Fields' notoriety, are committing the grossest 
outrages on humanity in the neighbourhood of Steel Poort. They are butchering, 
helpless women and children, burning Kafir kraals promiscuously, laying waste the 
country. They are murdering innocent creatures, who have never done, nor thought 
of doing, them a wTong. I inclose you information for which I vouch and pledge my 
reputation. For God's sake, sir, — ^for the sake of humanity, — for the credit of ' civilized ' 
Africa, try and get this infamy put a stop to!* I blush to hsve to write it. I 
feel deeply humiliated to have to state it, there are Englishmen, British subjects, lending 
themselves to this horrible work. Even one who claims to hold a commission in Her 
Majesty's Army, is a leader amongst them. Cannot those Englishmen be forced to 
desist from their murderous work ? If it can be done it ought to' be done at once. 
The men have been led into a trap. Now that they are in it they may not have the 
moral courage to burst through their prison bars. Cannot they be rescued before 
sinking deeper in depravity ? 

*' A Special Session of the Volksraad is called for to-day, to meet in Pretoria. The 
President will try and get the Raad to sanction the prosecution of this inhuman war. 
His programme is to reopen it next May. Whether he may still be all-powerful with 
the Raad remains to be seen. It is to be feared his influence may preponderate. For 
the sake of South Africa as a whole, this war should be stopped at once. The infamy 
that has already been committed in the name and under the sanction of this Govern* 
ment is already such as will leave an indelible stain on the history and civilization of 
South Africa. The further infamy that may be committed, if this butchery is not put a 
stop to, will draw a fearful curse down upon all of us. 

'* I write strongly, but the case requires it. I have no time to go into particulars, 
but 1 cannot allow this post to pass without calling your attention specially to what is 
now taking place in this Republic, and begging you to use your influence to have a 
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stop put to it. I send similar letters to this to the ^ Times of Natal ' and ' Diamond 
News,' because I believe it is necessary for tlio welfare of all Africa that a general 
agitation should take place on this matter. As a guarantee of my sincerity 1 sign my 
name in full. 

(Signed) "W. V. PHELAN, 

« Editor^ ' Gold Fields Mercury: " 



" Oold Fields Mercury:' 

We have received some further particulars of the atrocities committed by the 
Steel Poort filibusters on the 25th August. Our authority for them is unimpeachable, 
and they are corroborated from several quarters. We most deeply regret to say — and 
feel humihated at the fact — that Englishmen well known upon these fields are mixed up 
in them — one very prominently indeed, so prominently and so conspicuously, that we 
feel almost inclined to denounce him by name, so that all humane and decent men may 
for the future shun and avoid him ; but, for the present, we suppress the names, in the 
hope that the unhappy men who have been inveigled into the Steel Poort Laager may 
quit that den of infamy as soon as possible, and before their hands become more deeply 
stained in human and innocent blood . 

The information we have we are obliged to curtail, but shall give as intelligibly as 
possibly. 

On the 25th August a party went out from Steel Poort to scour the surrounding 
mountains. The cannon, with 23 men, went one side, while 25 men on horseback went 
another, the plan being that the two parties should meet at a certain point. This 
arrangement was altered afterwards. The men with the cannon received a message from 
Schlickmann or Reidel to proceed alone. The 23 with the cannon destroyed a large 
number of huts belonging to various kraals, which nestled amid the kloofs and hollows 
of the mountains, but came upon no Kafirs. The party of horsemen, on their way to a 
certain kraal on the other side, met some women who had been for mealies. Tlie first 
one was quite a young woman who was first wounded by a young Englishman ("who 
pleads that he did not know it was a woman), and then shot through the liead by 
another Englishman as she lay upon the ground. The latter is the Enghsliman wliose 
name we feel inclined to give, and whose name we certainly shall give if he goes on 
much further in his bloodthirsty work. Whether any more women were killed before 
the horsemen entered the kraal, we cannot say. Several w^ere killed in the kraal. The 
number of ten has been given by a camp Kafir. Two women were caught outside and 
sent to the rear in charge of two Kafirs. They were questioned as to w hose tlie cattle 
were, and were promised that their lives w^ould be spared on condition that they told. 
They gave the information required, but the filibusters did not overtake the cattle. The 
two women were taken to the Steel Poort Laager, and a coitncil of war was held as to 
what should be done with them. It was decided (or pretended to be so) that they should 
be set at liberty, as two other women had been previously. They were accordingly sent 
out under an escort. They were accompanied by two of the camp Kafirs. And now 
comes the most atrocious part of the transaction. When they arrived at the river, one 
of the chief filibusters is said to have told the Kafirs, "Now you are to kill these women, 
and to know that they are dead I must hear the shots." The women were accordingly 
followed. One of them put her hands together, and besought the Kafirs, whose inten- 
tions she appears to have divined , not to shoot her. She had a baby on her back. 
Supplication, however, was of no avail. The man levelled his gun. The ball took off 
the baby's head, and w^ent through the w-oman's shoulder. The other woman was shot 
by the other man through the back, and after they had stabbed their victims, they 
returned and showed tlie blood upon their assegais. There was, we hear, great outcry 
amongst the more decent men of the laager, but we do not hear of their having taken 
any steps to prevent such atrocity for the future. The leader of the filibusters is said 
to be more anxious to kill tlie women than the men, because, he says, they pick and 
sow, and thus are the chief instruments in prolonging the war. 

The above details have not only been received here, but, we learn, have also been 
brought into Lydenberg by several parties from Steel Poort, and have been fully 
corroborated by one of the Steel Poort camp Kafirs. This Kafir also says the women 
begged hard for their lives, and offered to show where there was a lot of grain hidden. 
The Kafir murderers themselves have also told the horrible tale. 

As one of our correspondents says : — 

^Mt is becoming more and more evident that the conduct of this war (if war it can 
be called) is falling into the hands of men who are utterly lost to feelings of humanity, 
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and that all the barbarities which have characterised the struggles of Kafirs among 
themselves will be perpetrated on behalf and in the name of the South African Republic ; 
nay, more than this, at the very instigation of those who hold their commissions from 
the President, and as these things are being perpetrated by Europeans, the effect will 
be that no European community need expect any mercy at Sikukuni's hands if he have 
bnt the opportunity of doing it an injury. Let us no longer expect that our women 
and cliildren will be spared. What the Basutos through the long Free State war 
refrained from doing has been done over and over again in our name, and by our agents, 
during this war. We must take the consequences," 

And such consequences ! God alone knows what they may be. Such infamous 
barbarities cry aloud to Heaven for vengeance, and entail curses and consequences 
of the darkest dye upon those who do not use every effort in their power to put a stop 
to them* 



Von 8chlickmann*8 Barbarities. 



Sir, 

A statement appeared in the " Gold Fields Mercury " relative to the barbarous 
murder of some women and children of Sikukuni's tribe by the freebooters under 
Von Schlickmann, which that man had had the audacity to contradict in an official 
letter to the President of the South African Republic. 

I can say from my own knowledge that several letters are in existence from men 
who are in his force stating the facts as given in the *^ Gold Fields Mercury," and I am 
aware that two or three Englishmen have left the fort at Steel Poort, to avoid having 
their names connected with such brutal atrocities. 

Official statements of this Grovernment are looked upon with suspicion, and this 
recent addition to the Government staff proves himself an adept in the art, which has 

been practised so diligentlv during the war with Secocceni. 

(Signed) 0. K. WHITE. 

Pilgrim's Rdsty September 17, 1876. 
»»• 

The following is an extract of a private letter received from one of the men at 
Steel Poort, and handed to the ** Gold Fields Mercury." It will be seen it fully con- 
firms the news of the atrocity committed at Steel Poort : — 

'* My dear , 

" We went about fifteen miles from here to attack- a Kafir kraal the other morning. 
We mustered some thirty men, mostly Europeans. After knocking over several 
niggers, von Schlickman, — — , and two or three others charged up the mountain after 
those who bolted, and we shot several. About daylight we came across four Kafirs. 

saw them first and charged in front of them to cut off their retreat. saw 

they were women and call out not to fire. In spite of that one of the poor things got 

her head blown off (a d shame). Upon our return we burned about fifteen 

native villages, the Kafirs firing at us from the mountains. Afterwards two women and 
a baby were brought to the camp prisoners. The same night they were taken out by 

our Kafirs and murdered in cool blood by order of — — . Mr. and myself strongly 

protested against it, but without avail. I never heard of such a cowardly piece of 
business in my life. No good will come of it, you may depend. I have only given you 
a hurried sketch of things, ——says he would cut all the women and children's throats 
he catches. told him distinctly he was a d-- — - coward. — ^ Yours truly, — — ." 

The recipient of the above letter Writes to the ^* Mercury " : — 
" If that is the game you are playing out there — mostly Europeans too— how can 
we expect Sikukuni to leave our wives and children alone ? I think it is high time 
(treason or no treason) that things were represented to him in a true and proper 
Hght.^ 



J9 



Latest pboh the Fbont. 

In another column of to-day's issue will be found, amongst other matter we have 
taken over from the last issue of the " Gold Fields Mercury ** an account of the doings 
of the (so called by the editor of that paper) filibusters. If this statement be correct, 
then we can only say that it is enough to make one's blood run cold at the almost 
unheard-of atrocities that are alleged to have been committed — by whom ? not by the 
Kafirs, not by the savages, but by people who would be indignant were they styled other- 
wise than Christians. Well might these barbarians ask why these so-called Englishmen 
perpetrated these unheard-of cruelties ; for, according to the account before alluded to, 
(463) T 
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neither women nor children were spared. We refrain from any further comment on this 
horrible subject at present, although much might be said. 

We must now refer to the matter published in the '* Volksstem '^ under date of the 
9th instant, referring to the great acts of prowess accomplished by the now celebrated 
Captain von Schlickmann, Judging from the report, he, with his forty-six valiant men» 
have done more in a few days than the whole of the Commando, consisting of several 
thousands, accomplished in three months ; at any rate we know one thing, the Commando 
wantonly killed no women and children. We have had the opportunity of conversing 
with men who were at Sikukuni's stronghold, and whose courage we doubt not would 
bear comparison with this celebrated " Light Brigade," and from what they tell us, we 
must confess we ourselves entertain very grave doubts whether this gallant Captain will 
be able to accomplish what he so confidently engages to do. 

The country certainly has come to a low ebb indeed when its salvation depends 
upon men like Captains (?) Schlickmann, Dohl, Schultz, and others of that ilk. The 
idea that Sikukuni has no desire to quarrel with Europeans we can pretty well under- 
stand, and is, in our opinion, very significant. 

We now come to another subject, but at the same time we consider it bears upon 
the whole question, and that is, the report of the public meeting lately held at the Gold 
Fields. Our space will not admit of our publishing the report of the said meeting in 
full, but we advise all our readers who can obtain a copy of that report to carefully read 
it. Elsewhere will be found part of a speecli delivered at that meeting by Mr. White, 
every word of which we cordially endorse. Unless the course suggested by him be 
adopted, the country never can progress ; difficulties will always surround us as they do 
at present. At the present time, we were going to say, we could almost compare our 
position to a gallant steed that had unfortunately precipitated itself in a quicksand — the 
more it struggled and plunged the deeper it got into it, and were it not for some timely 
hand which came to the rescue it must inevitably have been lost. We ask our readers 
is not this our case at the present time ? 

We cannot close these remarks without referring to the reply received from Sir 
Henry Bulwer, Governor of Natal, to a Memorial sent him by the British residents of 
the Gold Fields, praying for protection, a full report of will be found in another column, 
and in which he pointedly asks in what way he can assist them. He further states he 
has sent a copy of his despatch to the High Commissioner, Sir Henry Barkly. We shaU 
therefore defer making any comment on this important subject, and wait with great 
anxiety until we learn what his Excellency has to say in reply^ 

Inclosure 3 in No. 180. 

The Eepobted Atbocities. — The following correspondence speaks for itself, and 
does not call for any remark by us ; — 

(Translation.) 

** Sir, " Government House, Pretoria, September 9, 1876. 

** Having this morning seen the following account in the ' Gold Fields Mercury,* 
and noticing that it differs very much from your verbal account to me of the said 
attack, I wish to know how far that account is to be trusted. I must express strong 
condemnation of such inhuman acts, as have, according to the said account been 
committed by your men, and I cannot believe that they have been guilty under your 
command of such premeditated cruelties. 

C* T ll ATTA Ac 

(Signed) ' '' THOMAS BURGEES. 
«* Captain Von Schlickmann, Esq., 

« Pretoria." 



*^ Sir, « Pretoria, September 9, 1876. 

^^ In answer to your Honour's note of to-day, I have the honour to inform you that the 
article condemning me in the ' Gold Fields Mercury ' contains the most infamous lies. 

" One day we went to take a kraal in a little wood. On the way we found a party 
of Kafirs on whom we fired, and as it afterwards appeared, killed a woman. These are 
sad cases Nvhich happen in every European war and much more in a war with Kafirs, 
whose sex is not easily distinguished at a distance. 

" The first necessary duty in a war is self-preservation. 

'* We took two women prisoners who promised to show us a place where cattle 
were hidden. They brought us to a small kraal which we attacked and killed thirty 
persons, amongst whom two women. 
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" 1 then bade the interpreter tell the two women that they might go home because 
they had done their duty. I then continued the march to join another detachment. I 
suteequently returned to the fort, and found to my great surprise the two Kafir wom en 
who were imprisoned by my Kafirs, and who informed me that they did not release them, 
but wanted to keep them, according to their custom, as slaves. 

"Not to insult my Kafirs, as well as for my own satisfaction, I thought it necessary 
to hold a council of war at once as the women being kept as slaves may afterwards 
escape and give the enemy important information, for which special reason I did Uke to 
have them in the fort. 

" The council declared that the women could leave at once without any hindrancci 
whereupon they left without receiving the least insult in the presence of myself as well 
as of the whole Commando. 

** This is all I know jibout the case, and for my part I am satisfied that no wrong 
has been done to them, because, in case such happened, I certainly would have heard 
something about it during the following days 1 remained at the Fort. 

*' It would grieve me if my Kafirs had, without my knowledge, acted against my 
commands ; and when this has been proved, they will not escape a heavy military punish- 
ment, for under my command neither cruelty nor disobedience is allowed. 

" I strongly protest against the charges made by the said paper, and it is my sincere 
belief that those wretched lies against me are less directly against myself than indirectly 
against the Government. 

*' The aims of that paper are, however, too well known. 

" It is not my custom to wage war against women, as little as I wisli td bear the 
responsibility that unfortunately women may be killed in this war. 

" It may be further notified that the strictest orders have been given by me to spare 
women and children. 

" With the assurance that I will do my best to serve the Government honestly and 
truly, 

^' I remain, &c. 
(Signed) « 0. VON SCHWCKMANN, Captain. 

'' To the State President of Pretoria.*' 



No. 181. 

Governor Sir tt, Barkly, G.C.M.G., K.C.B.j to the Earl of Carnarvon.^-^{R€ceived 

November 3.) 

My Lord, Government House, Cape Town, October 10, 1876. 

I HAVE the honour to inclose, for your Lordship's information, copy of a further 
Memorandum by the Secretary for Native AfFdrs as to the state of matters on the 
eastern frontier, whence he returned at the beginning of last week. 

2. Although Mr. Brownlee sees no opinion to change his views as to the improbability 
of the alleged combination between the Galekas and the Tembus for the purpose of 
attacking the Colony, his tone, I regret to say, is less confident as to the prospect of 
tranquillity being maintained in tlie Transkei than it was in his former memorandum, 
written after visiting Sandilli and Kreli, copy of which was forwarded with my despatch 
of 31st August.* 

3. This is by no means surprising since, as he goes on to narrate his reception 
subsequently by the three divisions of the Tembu Tribe, those, namely, in Tembu-Land 
proper, the emigrant Tambookies, and that living in the location near Queen's Town, 
was in each instance less cordial than in that which preceded it. The demeanour of the 
last, who have for nearly thirty years lived under Colonial Rule, is to me the most 
unsatisfactory and inexplicable feature in the case. 

4. Mr. Brownlee enters at some length into the question of Gangelizwe's temporary 
deposition, and touches lightly on the other causes which have combined to produce this 
general disaffection among our old allies. 

5. In reference to one of these causes — the troubles in the South African Republic — 
I may mention as a curious proof of the sensitiveness of the chords of sympathy which 
unite the whole Kafir race, that on the only otlier occasion on which the Tambookies were 
suspected, upwards of twenty years ago, of being about to enter into a league against 
the British Government, their defection was ascribed by Sir George Grey to their 
regarding the terms of the Conventions not long before entered into with the Boer 
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Republics as a departure from the friendly policy hitherto pursued by Great Britain 
towards the natives. 

6. So far as the Tembu Chiefs are concerned, Mr. Brownlee does not apprehend any 
hostile movement, but he regards it as desirable, in order to insure respect for the deci- 
sions of Government, and to put a stop to the intrigues of Nehemiah Moshesh, some of 
whose followers at the foot of the Drakensberg have actually refused to acknowledge the 
authority of the magistrate set over them, that the force of Frontier Armed and Mounted 
Police in the Transkei should be raised by 400 or 600 men. 

7, This could only be done, with the actual strength of that force, by withdrawing 
the whole of the detachments now scattered along the frontier, or by occupying the 
fortified camp at the Komgha, forty-five miles north of King William's Town, by Her 
Majesty's troops, so as to enable the large body of police now concentrated there to cross 
the Kei. Either step is open to grave objections, and the latter unquestionably would 
excite suspicion and alarm in the minds both of friendly natives and of Kreli and others, 
who are anxiously watching the course of events. 

7. It has been decided, therefore, to augment the frontier police by at least 200 men, 
for which purpose active measures are being taken by the Government, and meanwhile 
to reinforce its advanced posts in the Transkei gradually and cautiously, so as to bring 
them eventually up to something like the strength recommended by Mr. Brownlee. 

8. By this means, and by the prompt repression of all acts of insubordination, it is 
anticipated that all risk of serious outbreak will be obviated. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) HENRY BAEKLY. 



Inclosure in No. 131. 

Second Memorandum. 

Transkeian Affairs. 



SINCE publishing my Memorahdum written after my meeting with Kreli, I have 
visited the Tembus, and though I found disaffection and restlessness among them, I have 
had no reasbn to change my views as to the improbability of a combination of Tembus 
and Galekas for the purpose of an attack on the Colony. 

In Gangelizwe's section of the Tembus 1 found considerable sympathy manifested 
for him, which led to an insult on the Resident with Gangelizwe, though at the meeting 
I held with the Tembus on the 23rd August the objectionable course adopted by the sons 
of Fubu was disapproved of by the people ; notwithstanding this, an influential man 
named Silas made a most seditious speech at the meeting with me, designating two cases 
in which the magistrate was compelled to enforce his decisions as cases of wrong and 
injustice, and which, if repeated, would lead to resistance. 

Delasile, Chief of the Amagwate, who had voluntarily, through his missionary, made 
proposals to be accepted as a British subject, from which proposals he wished to draw 
back when Mr. Probart went to give effect to them, and who, upon finding that 
Mr. Probart would act only on the conditions proposed by Delasile, himself, finally 
agreed to them without modification, wishes now again to go back to the proposals 
rejected by Mr. Probart, and has hitherto refused to accept the subsidy he had 
stipulated for. 

Among the Emigrant Tambookies I found that Stock, one of the leading Chiefs, was 
manifesting much sympathy with Gangelizwe, and would cast in his lot with him in case 
of need. 

The same was said of Mantanzima, the brother of Gangelizwe, and of Gecelo, 
another Chief among the emigrant Tambookies. The only one among them, from all 
accounts, who had manifested no sympathy with Gangelizwe was Darala. 

These Chiefs of the Emigrant Tambookies were located by us on land forfeited by 
Kreli, and the stipulation they themselves made on taking possession of this land was 
that they should be entirely free from Gangelizwe's control. 

At the Bolotwa, in the Queen's Town Division, the meeting with the Tambookies 
was of the most unsatisfactory nature; instead of the frank and open discussion of 
matters which I had always experienced, the deportment at the meeting of most of the 
speakers was dogged and sullen and most unsatisfactory, quite bearing out what I had 
learned from many sources, that the greatest amount of disafiection was among these 
Queen's Town Tembus, who had never been under Gangelizwe^ and who, when Matan- 
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zima and the others left the Queen's Town Division to settled in Kreli*s forfeited country, 
preferred remaining in the Queen's Town Division, though told that being in the Colony 
they must be strictly under Colonial law, and that the Chiefs would not be permitted to 
exercise any authority over the people. 

The Tembus under Gangelizwe, in 1872, after their defeat by Kreli, and when 
fearing another attack, sought to place themselves under us, but when the danger was 
past they withdrew their application. 

Last year, when another invasion was feared, in consequence of the murder of Kreli's 
niece by Gangelizwe, the Tembus renewed their overtures to place themselves under our 
protection, and now again that the danger has been averted by our intervention they 
appear to have repented of the position in which they have placed themselves, and men 
who were most forward in making charges against Gangelizwe are now the loudest in 
their complaints against his suspension. 

While the position in which we have felt ourselves compelled to place Gangelizwe 
is held up as a popular ground of disaffection and complaint, and one which is likely to 
gain the sympathy of the surrounding Chiefs, and while this, among the Kalos, Gangel- 
izwe's more immediate adherents, may be the moving cause, I do not think that it is the 
real cause among the other Tembu Tribes, though it is assigned as such, for they themselves 
virtually deposed Gangelizwe in 1858, w^hen they stipulated with Government as one of 
the conditions of their having the Queen's Town Division that Gangelizwe should have 
no authority over them. Still, though this is not the true cause of disaffection, the fact 
nevertheless remains that disaffection exists, more especially with those still living in the 
Queen's Town Division, and the only way I can account for this is, that when they chose 
to remain there as Colonial subjects under Colonial law they did not contemplate its 
being carried out, and doubtless the Chiefs imagined that they would in point of fact 
retain their power and authority over their people, and be only nominally under Colonial 
law. 

While, from the reasons I assigned in my Memorandum of 21st August, I apprehend 
no combination between Kreli and Gangelizwe, our position is, notwithstanding, unsatis- 
factory, various causes contributing to this state of affairs : among them, the disaffection 
and unrest among the Tembus; the exaggerated reports of the success of Sekukuni 
against the Transvaal Republic ; the report that Cety wayo was about to declare was 
against us ; the current reports of Nehemiah Moshesh's intrigues with the various Chiefr, 
from which it is imagined that the Basutos are prepared for war against the Colony ; 
these and other causes are taken advantage of by the disaffected, and being believed in, 
outrages, violence, and resistance to authority may take place ; and thus a collision, 
though unauthorized by the Chiefs, and it may be against their wish, may take place, 
and may extend lo most of the tribes upon our borders, among whom restless spirits are 
to be found, ready to join in any disturbance which arises. 

The question has been asked why we do not withdraw from the position we have 
taken with the Tembus, and leave Kreli to deal with them ? This, doubtless, would be 
most acceptable to him, but while relieving us from a present difficulty, would entail 
greater difficulties than these are with which we have now to contend. The Tembus 
left to themselves would have to contend against Kreli, the Rondos, and Umditshwa, and 
we would soon again have to intervene ; and though the Tembus would then be more 
humble and submissive than they at present are, Kreli would be proportionately 
strengthened and exalted. 

Moreover, a withdrawal from our position with the Tembus would undo the work 
of the last twenty years, and would lead to an unsettlement among all the native tribes 
who have come under our authority, and a strengthening of all those who are against us. 

Having taken over the Tembus at their own solicitation, in order to protect them 
from an anticipated danger, it was not contemplated that any force would be required 
to maintain our rule over them ; but on the contrary that, as in the case of Basuto- 
Land^ the requisite authority for the enforcement of law and order would be from among 
the tribes themselves. The absence of this authority has led the disaffected to believe 
that they may plot and intrigue without danger to themselves* This is a most unsatis- 
factory state of things ; and as it will sooner or later lead to trouble, we must without 
delay have a sufficient number of men in Terabu-Land (o insure respect for our decisions, 
and as a protection to the well-disposed, and as a check to those within Tembu-Land 
and beyond it who might be disposed to disturb the peace of the Colony. I believe that 
400 men in the Transkei, placed so as to support the Fingoes and the Idutywa Reserve, 
as well as the well-disposed among the Tembus, and 100 or 150 in East Griqua-Land, 
with an augmentation to the force on our frontier, would so far strengthen the loyal aiyl 
overawe the disaffeeted, that we might confidendy anticipate peace and trahfiuillity« 
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The small force that we have at our disposal on the frontier and in the Transkei is 
wholly inadequate to meet any emergency. Our weakness may lead to resistance, 
endless loss, and great disasters. An adequate number of men ready at all times for 
action would prevent this, and would in the end be an incalculable saving. 

I have not in the foregoing remarks taken any note of Kreli, but any preparations 
we may make with regard to the Tembus would be available in case of difficulties with 
him which may arise in regard to his encroachments on the Tembu boundary. 

A resistance to authority has already taken place in East Griqua-Land. Whether 
the matter is simply local and confined to the actors in it, or otherwise, I do not know ; 
but I am inclined to think that those concerned have no sympathy from the surrounding 
Chiefs, and the settlement of this case may be the turning-point in our affairs. 

If the offenders arc not supported, and are brought to justice, I imagine the dis- 
. affected on our border will be overawed and matters on the frontier will be tranquillized. 
If, however, tliere should be a furthc* and larger resistance. Which I do not apprehend, 
the effect will be to increase our troubles on the frontier. 

Under any circumstances, whether the matter in East Griqua-Land is satisfactorily 
settled or not, and even though the disaffection among the Tembus passes over, which I 
think it will without any outbreak, a large augmentation to our defensive force should 
without delay be made, so that what we have undertaken may be rig^orously prosecuted, 
and that we may be enabled promptly to deal with any insubordination and resistance to 
authority. 

(Signed) CHARLES BROWNLEE, 

Secretary for Native Affairs. 

Cape Tovm, October 7, 1876. 
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No. 132. 
The Earl of Carnarvon to Governor Sir H. Barkly, Q.CM.G.^ K^C£. 

Sir, Downing Street, November 4, 1876. 

I HAVE received your despatch of the 3rd ultimo,* reporting the hostile pro- 
ceedings of a party of the followers of Nehemiah Moshesh. 

I agree with you in attaching considerable importance to the mtelligence of this 
movement, which I find it difficult to dissociate entirely from the agitation which has 
been stirred up by the war in the South African Republic, and I await the receipt of 
further intelligence with much anxiety. 

In the meanwhile, I have to convey to you my approval of the action which has 
been taken in the circumstances. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) CARNARVON. 



No. 133. 

The Earl of Carnarvon to Lieutenant»Oovernor Sir H. E. Bulwer, K»C.MiG. 

Sir, Downing Street, November 8, 1876. 

I HAVE to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch of 21st Septcraber,t 
forwarding a copy of the Speech with which President Burgers opened the Session of 
the Transvaal Volksraad. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) CARNARVON. 



No. 134* 
The Earl of Carnarvon to Governor Sir H. Barkly, G.C.M.G., K.C.B. 

gir Downing Street, November 9, 1876. 

I TRANSMIT to you copies of correspondence between Sir Henry Bulwer and 
myself, in which I have felt it right to make some observations on the claim of the 
Transvaal to sovereignty over the Amaswazi4 

• No. 119. t No. I2O4 t N08 121 and 138* 
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I also transmit to you a copy of the despatch from Sir H. Bulwer, to which I have 
alluded, which contains the accounts of the alleged fraud practised by Mr. Rudolph on 
the Amaswazi to obtain a tender of their allegiance to the Republic. 

I havG &c 

(Signed) ' CARNARVON. 



No. 135. 
The Earl of Carnarvon to Governor Sir H. Barkhji O.C.M.G.^ K.C.B. 

Sir, Downing Street, November 9, 1876. 

I HAVE to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch of 7th October,* 
inclosing a copy of one which you had addressed to President Burgers relating to the 
application of the " Commando '' Law to British subjects resident in the South African 
Republic, whilst the subjects of other countries are exempted therefrom by Treaty. 

I approve the terms in which you have addressed yoiir remonstrance to the 



President. 



I have, &c. 
(Signed) CARNARVON. 



No. 136. 

The Earl of Carnarvon to Governor Sir H. Barkly, G.C.M.G.j K.C.B. 

Sir, Douming Street^ November 9, 1876. 

I HAVE received your despatch of 10th October, t inclosing a further 
Memorandum from Mr. Brownlee, the Secretary for Native Affairs, which 1 regret to 
find gives a lees satisfactory report of the condition of matters on the eastern frontier tlia 
that contained in his previous statement forwarded in your despatch of the 31st August. 
I approve the measures which you adopted, and I hope shortly to learn that they 
have been successful in averting the danger of a serious disturbance. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) CARNARVON. 



No. 137. 
The Earl of Carnarvon to Governor Sir H. Barkly , G.C.M.G., K.C.B. 

Sir, Downing Street, November 9, 1876. 

I HAVE to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch of the 7th ultimo, t 
inclosing one from the Administrator of Griqua-Land West, in which he reports that 
some resistance had been offered to the police by natives residing on tho north-eastern 
frontier. 

1 have learned with much satisfaction that these proceedings were promptly sup- 
pressed, and the offenders punished. 

I haye, &c. 
(Signed) CARNARVON. 



No. 138. 
The Earl of Carnarvon to Lieutenant-Governor Sir H. E. Bulwer, K.C.M.G. 

Sir, Downing Street, November 9, 1876. 

I HAVE received your despatch of the 21st of September,§ forwarding 
copies of correspondence with President Burgers on the attitude of Cety wayo in relation 
to the Amaswazi. 

2. I observe that, in his letter to you, Mr. Burgers speaks of the Amaswazi as 
subjects of the Soutli African Republic. 
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3. In my despatch to Sir Henry Barkly of the 25th of January, which was commu- 
nicated to you in my despatch of the 31st of that month,* I stated that Her 
Majesty's Government could not recognize any extension of Transvaal territory or 
influence, whether by way of protection such as then purported to have been extended 
to the Amaswazi, or by the assertion of adverse right, unless made with its express 

sanction. 

4. Subsequent events have only made more evident the necessity for this plain, and 
I fear not wholly agreeable, statement by Her Majesty's Government, even assuming 
that the claim of the Transvaal to have legitimately acquired the allegiance of the 
Amaswazis to be well founded. But the message of the young Amaswazi King, 
forwarded in your despatch of the 12th of June,t shows strong ground for believing 
that the Agent of the Republic, in fact (whether intentionally or not), misled the 
Amaswazi, by inducing them to suppose that they were merely ratifying an existing 
alliance between themselves and the British Government of Natal. 

5. Having regard, therefore, to the doubt and uncertainty which surround the 
alleged offer of allegiance by the Amaswazi, and also to more general considerations, I 
can only repeat that Her Majesty's Government are not able as at present informed, to 
recognize the title of the Transvaal Republic to any sort of suzerainty or protection over 

that tribe. 

6. You will also be pleased to communicate a copv of this despatch to Sir T, Shep. 

stone. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) CARNARVON, 



No- 130. 
The Earl of Carnarvon to lAeuttnanUQovemor Sir H. E. Bulwer, K.C.M.G. 

Kr, Downing Street, November 9, 1876. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch of the 
22nd of September last,} forwarding a copy of a letter which you had received from the 
Chairman of the Defence Committee at the Leydenberg Gold Fields. 

The request that the views of Her Majesty's Government upon the questions at 
issue between the South African Republic and the Chief Sikukuni should be made 
known to the Chief, is one which, under the circumstances, is only natural. The 
instructions which I have given to Sir T. Shepstone will place it in his power to make 
any communication which his judgment and experience may suggest as desirable ; and, 
asl have complete confidence in his discretion and knowledge of the native character, I 
do not think it necessary to give any additional instructions on the point. 

I need not express to you my confidence that you will do all in your power to 
extend protection and aid to those of Her Majesty's subjects in the South African 
Republic who may seem to you to deserve and to require it in the hazardous circumstances 
in which they are now placed. 

I am well aware that President Burgers must be anxious to extend to every 
resident in the Republic that protection to life and property which is their due, and I 
do not doubt that he will strive earnestly to fulfil his duty towards them in this respect ; 
but, looking to the difficult position in which he is now placed, I cannot but fear that 
there is only too much truth in the statement of the memorialists when they say that 
the promised protection of the President is not one upon which complete dependence can 
be placed, 

I have &G 
(Signed) ' CARNARVON. 



No. 140. 



The Earl of Carnarvon to lAeutenant^Oovernor Sir H. E. Bulwer y K.C.M.G. 

Sir, Downing Street, November 11, 1876. 

I HAVlfi to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch of the 22nd September,§ 
inclosing a copy of President Bnrgcrs' reply to the letter which you addressed to 
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him on the subject of the war in which the Transvaal Republic is now engaged with 
the natives. 

I observe that in this, and in other communications, President Burgers treats the 
attitude of the Chief Sikukuni towards the South African Republic as being without 
doubt one of " rebelUon." 

You will have gathered from the tenor of previous despatches, written by me on 
the subject, that this is an assumption to which Her Majesty's Government are by no 
means prepared to assent, and though it may not be necessary at the present moment to 
lay down any direct propositions, or to enter into any controversy on the subject, it is 
important to give no countenance to the pretension, and I will leave it to you to consider 
whether, and, if so, in what manner, it may be advisable to make it plain that 
Mr. Burgers' statement is not endorsed by Her Majesty's Government, 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) CARNARVON, 



No. 141. 

Lieutenant-Governor Sir H. E. Bulwer, K.C.M,G., to the Earl of Carnarvon. — {Received 

November 11.) 

My Lord, Government House, Maritzburg^ Natal, October 5, 1876. 

THE situation in the Transvaal apparently remains much the same. Sikukuni is 
said to have attacked two of his subordinate chiefs for not supporting him against the 
Transvaal Government. There had been a skirmish between the Steel Poort force and 
a party of natives, and some cases of cattle lifting are also reported from the Lydenberg 

district. 

2. From Pretoria we learn that the Volksraad was closed on the 27th ultimo. 
Your Lordship's despatch to the High Commissioner of the 12th July, with some 
other despatches, had been read in the Raad, and I inclose an extract, taken by the 
** Natal Mercury" from the " Volksstem," purporting to give a report of the remarks 
addressed by the President to the Raad on the occasion. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) HENRY BULWER. 



Inclosure in No. 141. 
Extract from the "Natal Mercury " of October 5, 1876. 

Volksstein, September 23. 

THE following are Preadent Burgers' remarks Id the Raad, after the despatches 
from Lord Carnarvon, Sir H. Barkly, and Sir H. Bulwer had been read :— 

« I have caused Sir H. Bulwer's letter to be read for the following reasons : First, 
on account of the friendly tone which it exhibits ; secondly, to show the misunder- 
standing which exists with the British Government about this matter. It is accepted as 
a fact that Sikukuni is an independent Chief beyond this Republic. The English 
Government believes this, according to Lord Caraarvon's letter, hence the Proclamation. 
I will therefore in my replies give the necessary information about this matter, and 
endeavour to clear this misunderstanding. The English press in and outside the country 
considers Sikukuni as a belligerent. In how far value is to be attached to this fact, I 
do not care to inquire, but I now lay before the Raad the documents by which every 
one must have become convinced of our right to the stand taken by us. I now hand 
over the original Treaty of the cession of Leydenberg district (Origstad) by the Swazie 
King. (Treaty read.) Leydenberg was not yet in existence then. This Treaty was 
concluded with the Swazies in the presence of witnesses, some of whom are yet alive. 
Above the river, i.e., to the north, no boundary is given. The farmers had acquired 
their right to this portion by their conquest on MoseUkatse. I also hand in a later 
Treaty regarding the Lydenberg district, up to the Komati, dated Matina, July 21, 
1856, entered into by F. J. Joubert, Commandant-General, and Umswaas, and four 
captains. A description of the boundary line, given afterwards by the Swazies them- 
selves explains the Treaty. The Government at that time sent out a commission to trace 
that line from one beacon to the other, and that Commission handed in a separate report. 
This second Treaty has something to do with Sikukuni's claims. (Treaty read.) 
(453) Z 
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^ In a third document, dated 1866, the boundary line from Geelhoutboom is defined. 
That is the southern line aboiit which there is no question. As regards the boundary lines 
there was not the least doubt either with this or with the Portuguese Government. It 
was generally known that some years ago Portugal claimed all territory from the 
Portuguese seaboard inland. It occupied the territory inland and claimed even as far 
as Pretoria. It was then agreed that 26^ degrees should be the southern boundary of 
the Portuguese territory. When the Boers came here Moselikatse was paramount in 
the country, and the Swazies were in possession towards the east. Moselikatse was 
driven out and the Swazies were bought out by tlie Boers. A Treaty was entered into 
with the Portuguese Government and published in 1871. To this Treaty is affixed a map, 
showing the boundary line, signed by the Contracting Parties. Further, there is still in 
existence evidence proving that the Macatese admitted to have conquered by the Zulus, 
of whom Umswaas was King, and by Moselikatse. More documents are extant, and, 
furthermore, I have spoken to the oldest inhabitants and made inqidries from them ; but 
I consider these documents sufficient, and have been confirmed in my conviction that 
there can be no question about our right to the territory. While there I have seen, in 
the immediate neighbourhood of the Lulu mountain, traces of farms formerly occupied. 
It is known why many left those farms temporarily. Even Origstadt was abandoned, 
any many whites settled to the west of Steel Poort River. The natives gradually 
became insubordinate, and in order to preserve peace, the Lydenberg Government sent 
a committee to Sequatie to notify to him how to conduct himself, and this was the 
committee from the Volksraad, by whom the Treaty was entered into with Sequatie, 
dated 17th November, 1857, and signed in the town of Sequatie, this side of the Lulu 
Mountain. After the death of Sequatie, Sikukuni went into the mountain, where he 
is now, and fortified himself in schanses. If Sequatie had had a paramount right to that 
territory, he would never have affixed his signature to this contract, by which permission 
was granted to him to hunt on these grounds, occupied by him, &c. 

"At your request I also submit to you a letter from Sir Henry Barkly, dated 
August 12, 1876, and written by order of Lord Carnarvon, objecting to the hostile 
attitude assumed by this Government against the natives as dangerous to British 
interests, and therefore proposing to confer about a uniform policy at the Conference to 
which this Government was said to have been invited. There is also a copy of a letter 
from Lord Carnarvon to Sir Henry Barkly. From that it appears that Lord Carnarvon 
is under the impression that the Government is carrying on a war of aggression against 
neighbouring native tribes, living on the Transvaal and Natal boundaries. 

" In that letter a good feeling and friendly disposition is evident. Her Majesty's 
Government acknowledges our independence, but limited in some measure, in other 
words, that no policy should be pursued by which the neighbouring States would be 
jeopardized. This obligation does not rest upon us alone, but on all States of the world, 
and I only wish that all our neighbours would acknowledge and carry it out. It would 
be narrow-minded to impute the faults of subordinate officials to the British Govern- 
ment ; and I am certain that when our rights and claims in this matter are clearly and 
plainly laid before the Government all differences will speedily be removed. We have, 
however, been represented in a very bad light to the British Government, and made to 
appear as if we had made war beyond our boundaries, and have been the aggressive 
party, while the opposite is true. I adhere to • the policy adopted and carried out from 
the first day I assumed office, not to take by conquest or annex one inch of territory 
beyond the fixed borders of the Republic. I do not believe in acquisition of territory 
by force of arms. I do not believe in the supremacy in politics of force and violence, 
or of the sword. The Great Master's word, * he who draws the sword shall perish by 
the sword,' is true in this instance also. But circumstances may arise w^hen our rights, 
our liberties must be maintained bv the sword, and when the British Government knows 
our position, we shall not receive reproaches, but sympathy from that Government. But 
there is a party in England which, to my idea, is a very unnatural one. That party has 
compassion and sympathy for humanity only when it comes forward as if in the mourning 
garb of nature ; but when it appears without that mourning garb of a black skin, that 
party denies its rights, and withholds the sympathy which is felt for the blacks. Luckily 
that party is greatly on the decline. The mutiny in India and the occurrences on the 
east and west coast of Africa have greatly broken the power of that party. With that 
partial sympathy I do not agree.' 

** There is also another party, and we have it here with us, who is willing to concede 
to mankind all its rights, so long as it is not in the shadow, so long as it is not black, 
but who deny all rights when it is not white. With this party we, as a Government, as 
a Legislature, as a Christian State, may as little sympathise as with the former. Justice 
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must be done to every human being, of whatever colour — to black as well as white. 
This has not always been observed. Government has endeavoured to carry out such a 
policy, but could not always succeed, 

** As far as I am concerned. I still adhere to th? policy adopted by me shice my 
arrival in this country. For four years I have preserved peace, indignantly turned ray 
back upon war, kept the war-horse to his heels, and however strongly he was incHned 
to go forward, I succeeded in restraining him. At last, when I ought no longer to 
restrain him, I let him go. I appeal to you, honourable gentlemen, whether one single 
voice M^as raised against the resolution to punish the rebel Sikukuni for his audacity. 
The Raad unanimously resolved to take this step. I have been surprised at people who 
gloried and assisted in spreading false reports, and I have been no legs surprised at the 
credulity of some. Perhaps we are blamed because we have not observed etiquette. 
Well, we are only a youthful State, and must take example by our older neighbours. 
The Free State was not offended because we did not give it notice that we were going 
to punish a rebel. When Natal went to punish Langalibalele no notice was given to us, 
but without being asked we called up 200 men on our border to cut off the chance of 
that rebel to escape to Cety wayo through our territory, and that he fled to Basuto-Land 
and was captured there was due to our exertions. 

" When Her Majesty's possessions at the Diamond Fields were in danger, no]notice 
was given to us that an expedition from Cape Town was to be sent there to suppress 
the rebellion. When I heard of it, I gave notice to this Government, instructing them 
to disarm the rebels, if they sought concealment with us, and I gave notice of this step 
indirectly to the British Government. There is a kindly feeling with the British 
Government, and I should deeply regret if ever a step be taken by thefLegislature or 
the Government to break that amicable relation with said Government. We may have 
worse neighbours than the British Colonies. Let us remain on a friendly footing with 
them, and let us show ourselves a worthy neighbour of so old and wise a people as 
represented by the British Government ; and just as we are proud of our descent fro m 
Holland, let us also be proud of that Government which has imprinted upon our 
youthful state the stamp of independence ; let us show ourselves worthy of that Govern- 
ment. Besides its wisdom and shrewdness, we may also learn true broadness of view 
and liberality from the British policy. 

" And although England, carried away by covetousness, may sometimes have com- 
mitted acts which should rather have been left undone, thus showing that the English 
are no more than weak men, yet the English policy is grand. That broader policy we 
must imitate, especially with regard to the natives. Our ancestors have set 'us an 
example in liberality, but there are many defects, and those I have become acquainted 
with and experienced on the Commando. Our experipnce has also taught us how to 
follow this liberality. As a people, we commenced and proceeded in this track, and 
only when we departed from the line of action of our forefathers did our troubles begin. 
The law of necessity cannot be violated. Covetousness and a narrow-minded short- 
sightedness crept into our policy, and that was wrong. A stop had to be put to it. 
Justice had to be done also to blacks. There I sympathise with the English! policy, 
with England's love of justice, even towards Kafirs, but 1 have no sympathy with 
England's want of justice towards her own sons. 

" But these are matters that do not concern us, and I will say no more aboutHhem. 
A word spoken by me at random, taken from its context, brought myself and the 
Government in a false light as against our neighbours and our people. I have been 
charged with being anti-English. Now, if English means neglecting her own children 
ibr blacks in foreign parts, then I am anti-English ; but if English means liberality and 
sincerity, then I am an Englishman with heart and soul. It has also been said that I 
am against confederation. Well, if confederation means the cowardly abandonment of 
the rights and independence of the country, I am against it ; but if it means the realiza- 
tion, of my dream, viz., liberty, full liberty and union of the South African States, the 
unification of our people, then I am for it heart and soul. I was the first who spoke of 
a united South Africa. It has been asserted that I refused to attend the Conference, 
and yet it is nevertheless true that, on my representation, the Government here resolved 
to send Delegates to the Conference. And if we should be invited to-morrow to attend 
a Conference on a fixed day, and at an appointed place, whether in or out of South 
Africa, I am sure our Government will cause itself to be represented at such Conference. 
But even a child has a feeling of honour, and knows that it cannot go uninvited where 
others are invited. 

'* Those letters from the English Government read to you show that 1 aey have been 
totally misinformed as to our object and our actions. But we must pro' est against the 
(453) Z 2 
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attempt to be represented as those who trample upon the rights of our fellow men, and 
who wish to extend our boundaries. People are so much given to represent us thus, that 
I am sure if to-day in this town a dispute arose between four blacks, and the authorities 
were to send the police to put a stop to it, some papers would teem with the news of 
another Kafir war in the Transvaal. 

" Proclamations have been issued, from which it is evident that Sikukuni is con 
sidered as an independent Chief, for otherwise I do not understand such Proclamations. 
If I had the least doubt about the justice of our cause, I would advise you to accept the 
kind offer of Sir Henry Barkly ; and if there be only one member in the Raad who 
entertains such doubt, 1 would be sorry if he keeps quiet. Let him speak and advance 
reasons, if he has any, and I will conscientiously consider those doubts. 

" Lord Carnarvon, again, speaks of those acknowledged boundaries beyond which 
the Republic is not allowed to go. Now, I would bo glad to know where those bound- 
aries are which England has acknowledged by Treaty. I will in that case strictly adhere 
to the Treaty. I do not believe England would be so ungenerous as to say : We have 
not fixed them before, but we will do so according to our own ideas. I do not impeach 
England, but some people bring the friendly relations existing between Her Majesty's 
Government and this country into jeopardy. Such frivolousness may be amusing, but it 
is also dangerous, and causes bitterness in the long run. I do not beh'eve this is to be 
the intention of Her Majesty's Government ; on the contrary, I believe it does not like 
to see this Government commencing war between whites and blacks, and thus kindle a 
fire by which we may cause danger to Her Majesty's possessions. Well, neither do I 
wish it. Our interests are identical with those of the British Government. We must as 
long as possible preserve the peace ; but it would be different if we are attacked from 
* outside. I hope that Sir Henry Barkly, after having read the latest accounts in the 
newspapers, will have taken steps already to better inform the British Government.*' 

No. 142. 

Governor Sir H. Barkly, G.C.M.G., K.C.B., to the Earl of Carnarvon. — {Received 

Novejnbei^ 11.) 
My Lord, Cape Town, October 1 7, 1 876. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship copy of a further communica- 
tion which has been addressed to me as Her Majesty's High Commissioner by British 
subjects at the Transvaal Gold Fields, citing fresh facts to prove the unprotected and 
dangerous position in which their lives and property are placed, notwithstanding the 
assertions of President Burgers to the contrary. 

2. From the account of the attack upon the Messrs. Pettigrew, which is appended, 
it would appear that although Sikukuni is himself desirous of leaving Englishmen 
unmolested, his captains are not able to control their men when cattle are met with ; 
whilst in addition to this bands of Swazis are roaming about the neighbourhood, who, 
though nominally allies of the Republic, are as ready to plunder and ill-treat one side 
as the other. 

3. I feel greatly at a loss, under all the circumstances, to know how to answer the 
appeal thus made to me ; fearing even that in notifying, in reply to the inquiry as to 
commandeering, that Her Majesty's Government has intimated its expectation that the 
Transvaal State authorities will place British subjects on the footing of the most- 
favoured-nation, by exempting them from military service, I may only increase the 
unpleasantness of their relations with the Republic. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) HENRY BARKLY. 



Inclosure 1 in No. 142. 

Sir, Pilgrim's Rest, September 24, 1876. 

WE have the honour to lay before your Excellency a letter addressed to the 
Defence Committee, given an account of the seizure of the cattle of, and an attack on, 
two brothers, named Pettigrew, who are British subjects belonging to these Fields. 

From this account, which may be implicitly relied on, as these gentlemen are 
personally well-known to us, your Excellency will perceive that, although the Kafir 
Chief, Sikukuni, disclaims any quarrel with Englishmen, his captains, according to their 
own admission, are unable to control their men. Moreover, that the Amaswazis, recently 
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called '* allies*' of the Transvaal, but now claiiv.cd by the President as ''subjects,'* 
completed what the Macatese had begun, thus proving that neither the lives nor the 
property of British subjects are safe. 

It has come to the knowledge of the Committee that the President of the Transvaal 
Republic in replying to your Excellency's despatch has stated that he did not know that 
the people at the Gold Fields were in any danger, and that if it were so he was ready 
to send an escort to take us out of the country. It is within the knowledge of the 
Committee that the President has been informed by the Gold Commissioner on 
several occasions that we were in imminent danger, and after the refusal of the 
men on commando to fight when before Sikukuni's town and their return home, it is 
extremely unlikely that they could be induced to leave their farms for the purpose of 
protecting the people here whom they regard with anything but friendly feelings. 
Even in Lydenberg the Boers refused to do escort duty for Government property. 

And it could not be expected that the inhabitants of the Fields would consent to 
leave their property and with it their means of livelihood. 

We have, &c. 
(For the Defence Committee), 

(Signed) JNO. TURTON, Chairman. 

To his Excellency Sir H. Baxkly, G.C.M.G., K.C.B., 
Her Majesty's High Commissioner. 



Addenda. 

IN consequence of the Proclamations issued by your Excellency to the effect that 
British subjects are enjoined not to take any part in the hostiUties now going on between 
the Government of the Transvaal Republic and the Chief Sikukuni, we respectfully 
desire to draw your Excellency's attention to the fact that these Fields are a portion 
of the territory claimed by the Chief Sikukuni, and as Her Majesty's Government has 
recognized the present war as being against native tribes in the neighbourhood of the 
Republic, — 

We respectfully request that your Excellency will be pleased to point out to us 
the line of action to be pursued as 6ritish subjects, taking into consideration that the 
Transvaal Government claims the right of commandeering for military service any 
resident within the boundaries of the State, and that we are liable at any moment to 
be called upon for war contributions, and our property seized should we object to pay 
them. 

(Signed) JNO. TURTON, Chairman. 



Inclosure 2 in No. 142. 

Gentlemen., Pilgrim^s Rest, September 22, 1876. 

I BEG to lay before you the following facts : — 

On the commencement of hostilities between the Transvaal Government an{ 
Sikukimi, I was living on a farm near the Gold Fields, which I had purchased on 
ceasing operations as a digger. That early in July an impic of Basuto Kafirs came 
across my farm with a lot of Dutchman's cattle and immediately began to drive my 
cattle together. I remonstrated with them, saying I was an Englishman and understood 
that Sikukuni had no quarrel with the English, and after some parley they returned my 
cattle with the exception of six* 

After this, not feeling secure, my brother and T removed with our cattle to Macamac, 
from which place forty head of cattle were taken and tlie house in which we had resided was 
sacked. We then left for New Scotland, travelling on the borders of Swazi Land, when on 
Thursday morning, the 14th September (being about fifty miles of our destination), 
my brother saw a Kafir impic coming ; we immediately ran to the part and hid away 
some things; by this time they were upon us, some sixty or seventy in number, and 
commenced firing. My brother stood and called out ** We are Englishmen," and their 
Captain immediately ordered them to stop firing. They then commenced inquiring as 
to why we left Macamac, and where the Boer's cattle were, and said they wanted to kill all 
the Boers this side of the Kwmita and take the cattle. Sikukuni's son was with the 
impic. I said we did not leave Macamac for fear of Sikukuni, but from fear of Kafirs 
in that neighbourhood, and they repeated that question, and remarked that they had 
taken an Englishman's cattle at Macamac and returned them. They asked if that 
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Wjis me, I said yes. 1 said your boys are taking away my cattle. How am 1 to live t 
The Captain replied, what can I do ? The boys will have them. Sikuknni will be 
very angry. I cannot control them. I see your * cattle are not Dutchman's, and 
Sikukuni will see they have an Englishman's brand on them. Come to Sikukuni yon 
will recognize me there. I replied I would go to Sikukuni and ask him for ray 
cattle. Just then a fresh lot of Kafirs arrived, and one of those who were standing 
by jumped out and stabbed my brother in the back. We both ran about twenty yards, 
turned round, and shouted, look out, we are Englishmen. They then fired upon us. 
My brother ran over a cranse to avoid falling into their hands. I continued running 
for a distance of three or four miles, followed by a number of Kafirs, who from time 
to time fired at me ; evenlually they gave up the pursuit, and I fell in with a Dutchman's 
waggon about 4 o'clock in the afternoon. Of the hospitality shown me by the occu- 
pants of the waggon the less said the better*. The following morning I left for the 
kraal of A brother of Sikukuni (a refugee in Swazi-Land), whose hospitality bore a 
strong contrast with that shown by the Boers the previous afternoon. He furnished 
me with Kafirs to assist me in looking for my brother. Arriving at the cart the following 
morning I found an impic of Swazie, who had gathered the weak cattle left by the 
Basutos, killed them, broke up the cart for fuel, and, in fact, took all the things the 
Kafirs had left. I asked them why they had broken my cart, they said I had no 
oxen and the cart was no use to me. I replied I could get other oxen and remove 
my cart, whereupon they jumped up, took their assegais and shields in a threatening 
manner. The Captain of the party took me by the arm, said, come away boss, and 
look for your brother. I at once took the hint, not wishing to be embroiled in a quarrel 
with them. 

On arrival at Peter Hope and Co.'s store, Komata, I am glad to say I found 
my brother, whose wound had been attended to, and was not so dangerous as I had 
feared. 

I estimate my loss in cattle and goods to be 2,050?. 

I remain, &c. 
(Signed) ROBERT PETTIGRBW. 

To the Defence Committee, 
Pilgrim's Rest. 



No- 143. 
Paul Henwood, Esq., and John Roseveare, Esq., to Colonial Office. 

My Lord, 106, Q^een Victoria Street, London, E.C., November 13, 1876. 

WE have the honour to submit, for your Lordship's information, that, having 
businesses at Lydenberg and Pilgrim's Rest, in the Transvaal Republic, South Africa, 
we have been advised by our manager there that, in July last, the native troops (the 
Amaswazis)) employed by the Transvaal Government, made a raid on our property, and 
appropriated some 200Z. worth of merchandize. 

Being very anxious in the present hostile and precarious state of that country, for 
the lives of our employes, and also our property (some 14,000^), We venture to submit 
the case for your Lordship's consideration, with the hope that it may be possible for 
your Lordship to suggest some mode of our obtaining, as British subjects, present 
protection, together with reparation for loss already sustained. 

We are fiirther advised that a claim for the loss has been made on the Transvaal 
Government, but our correspondent feels assured it will be of no avail, unless some 
pressure from the British Government be brought to bear on the matter. 

Our employes have, from the commencement of this disastrous war between the 
Dutch Boers and the Chief Sikukuni, observed a neutral position in conformity to the 
Proclamations issued by the Colonial Governments, making this incumbent on all 
British subjects. 

As our Mr. Roseveare is leaving here on the 23rd instant for Natal and the Transvaal, 
a reply at your Lordship's earliest convenience will greatly oblige. 

Wo have, &c. 
(Signed) PAUL HENWOOD. 

JOHN ROSEVEARE. 
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No. 144. 

The Earl of Carnarvon to Governor Sir H. Barkly^ Q.C.M.O., K.C.B. 

Sir, Downing Street, November 16, 1876. 

I HAVE to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch of the 9th October,* 
inclosing a letter which you had addressed to President Burgers protesting against the 
mode in which it would appear from various accounts that the war against Secocoeni is 
being prosecuted, together with various extracts from newspapers relating to barbarities 
stated to have been committed in the course of hostilities by the South African 
Republic. 

2. I entirely approve of your having addra^^sed a remonstrance to Mr. Burgers 
against the introduction of the barbarous methods of warfare which it is alleged on so 
many sides are being resorted to by persons in the employment of the Transvaal Govern- 
ment. Till, indeed, I hear further and with greater certainty the facts of the case, I 
feel bound to suspend my final judgment. At the same time it is incontestable that 
circumstantial reports of the commission of atrocities have been very freely circulated, 
and have apparently emanated from sources which cannot be disregarded. 

3. I have, therefore, no alternative but to renew my instructions to you to satisfy 
yourself by all means in your power of tlie truth of these reports, and, should it 
unhappily appear that they are well founded, to express in the strongest language the 
horror with which Her Majesty's Government view a prosecution of hostilities on such 
principles, and the extreme peril in which they are convinced the best interests of Her 
Majesty's possessions in South Africa are placed by such a course of proceeding. 

4. I have read with the greatest attention the account given in the " Gold Fields 
Mercury " of the alleged shooting of two Kafir women, and the explanation of the 
transaction given by an oflBcer who is styled Captain von Schlickmann. There is, 
doubtless, some discrepancy at first sight between the two accounts, Schlickmann pro- 
fessing ignorance of the fate of the women after they were dismissed by his orders. 
His language, so far as he is concerned, does not preclude the possibility that his native 
followers may have taken violent steps against the women, though, it may be, without 
his knowledge. 

5. In the absence, therefore, of the reliable and certain information which it is so 
desirable to obtain I must request you to investigate this painful matter still further, and 
to ascertain, if possible, whether or not the women were shot after their dismissal by 
Schlickmann. Whether there is any reason to suppose that he was in any way cognizant 
of their probable fate, and whether any steps w^ere taken to punish the perpetrators of 
the deed, if it be true that the outrage was committed. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) CARNAEVON. 



No. 145. 
Colonial Office to Paul Henwoodj Esq., and John Roseveare^ Esq. 

Gentlemen, Downing Street, November 18, 1876. 

I AM directed by the Earl of Carnarvon to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
of the 13th instant,! 

I am to observe that the South African Republic is under a Government over which 
Her Majesty's Government have no authority or jurisdiction. 

If, therefore, persons decide to settle within the territory of the Republic in 
pursuance of their commercial or other interests, they obviously do so at their own 
risk ; and it is to the Government of the Republic that they must look for redress in 
consequence of damage which they may receive through the war now existing there. 

In Lord Carnarvon's opinion you have pursued the right course in addressing the 
Transvaal Government, and his Lordship trusts that the President will not refuse to 
entertain any fair and reasonable application for redress. 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) ROBERT G. W. HERBERT. 
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No. 146. 
The Earl of Carnarvon to Governor Sir H. Barkly, Q.C.M.G., K.C.B. 

Sir, Downing Street, November 23, 1876. 

I HAVE received your despatch of the 17th October,* with a further letter from 
British subjects resident at the Gold Fields in the Transvaal representing the unprotected 
and dangerous state in which their lives and property are placed in consequence of the 
war between the Republic and the natives. 

It is, I think, only right that the applicants should understand that having of their 
own free will become resident in the Transvaal Republic, they cannot claim from Her 
Majesty's Government that protection for their lives and property to which they would 
be entitled were they within the dominions of Her Majesty. 

If President Burgers should be unable or unwilling to afford them the protection 
for which they not unnaturally look it must remain for them to decide whether they 
will continue to incur the risks which a residence in the Republic seems to involve. 

I hav6 Sdg 
(Signed) ' CARNARVON. 



No. 147. 

Governor Sir H. Barkly, G.C.M.G., K.C.B. , to the Earl of Carnarvon.^- {Received 

November 28.) 

My Lord, Government House, Cape Toton, October 30, 1876. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit copy of a despatch from tlie Administrator, for- 
warding a complaint from Mr. W. H. Coleman as to his having been fined 152. by the 
Landdrost of Bloemhof, with the alternative of imprisonment, for disobeying a requisi- 
tion made on him for commando purposes, in connection with the war now waging in 
the Transvaal. 

2, Did the case fall within the ordinary category, I should not trouble your Lord- 
ship about it until I have received a reply from President Burgers to the despatch in 
which I intimated the expectation of Her Majesty's Government that British subjects in 
the South African Republic would be placed on the same footing as those of the most 
favoured nation in regard to exemption from the commando law ; but it will be seen 
that Mr. Coleman states his residence to be fifty or sixty miles within the line awarded 
by the late Lieutenant-Governor Keate to the Batlapins and Barolongs. 

3. I feel sure that no appeal either from Major Lanyon or myself to President 
Burgers will in the least avail to stop this illegal exercise of jurisdiction on the part of 
the Republic. 

I have &c 

(Signed^ * HENRY BARKLT. 



Inclosure 1 in No. 147. 

Sir, Kimberley, October 20, 1876. 

I HAVE the the honour to transmit, for your Excellency's consideration, a copy of 
a letter from Mr. W. H. Coleman on the subject of his being fined 15Z. by the Land- 
drost of Bloemhof, with an alternative of imprisonment, for alleged disobedience of a 
requisition of 7Z. 10^. or a slaughter ox for commando purposes, together with a copy of 
a despatch which I have addressed to President Burgers on the subject. 

2. From Mr. Coleman's letter your Excellency will perceive that he states that he 
lives beyond the boundaries of the South African Republic as defined by the Keate 
award, and it this statement be correct, the Landdrost of Bloemhof has acted most 
improperly in demanding assistance from a British subject living in a place over which 
the South African Republic has no jurisdiction. 

3. Mr. Coleman is a gentleman advanced in years. He has a large family, and is 
not well off, so that it is possible a demand of this description might be beyond his means 
to meet. Should the threat of imprisonment be carried out and Mr. Coleman be incar- 
cerated in a Transvaal prison, the consequences might be most serious. 

4. As the Transvaal post closes this evening, it was not possible for me to receive 
your Excellency's instructions, even by telegraph, in lime. 

♦ No. 142. 
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5. I have explained in the despatch to Mr. Burgers that I thought it advisable to 
bring the fact to his notice at once, without waiting for your Excellency's instructions, 
and I trust that the action will meet with your Excellency's approval. 

6. I feel that I have taken upon myself a responsibility which is not within my province, 
but 1 venture to hope that, as such action was to endeavour to prevent an injustice being 
done to one of Her Majesty's subjects, your Excellency will pardon my having 
done so. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) W. OWEN LANTON. 

His Excellency Sir H. Barkly, G.C.M.G., K.C.B., 
&c. &c. &c. 



Inclosure 2 in No. 147. 

My dear Merriman, Zeva Fontein, near Bloemhof, October 16, 1876. 

IN your private capacity, and as a friend, I apply to you for advice, which I hope 
you will be able to give me. 

On the 30th of September, I was called upon to pay the sum of 7Z. 10«. or a 
slaughter ox for commando purposes. 

Not having taken upon myself any of the obligations of a Transvaal burgher, I 
am still a British subject, and as such, in compliance with the Proclamations of their 
Excellencies Sir H. Barkly and Major Lanyon, I refused to pay, also upon the grounds 
of living fifty or sixty miles within the line of the territory awarded by Governor Keate 
to the Kafirs, which, I believe, is beyond Transvaal jurisdiction. 

For this refusal I have been fined 15Z., or, in default of payment, imprison- 
ment. 

In this awkward predicament I appeal to you, feeling sure of your able advice. 
Shall I pay or shall I not ? 

If you will answer me at your earliest convenience, I will be much obliged ; care of 
Postmaster, Bloemhof. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) W. H. COLEMAN. 

T. R. Merriman. Esq., 

Chief Clerk, Colonial Secretariat, Kimberley. 



Inclosure 3 in No. 147. 

Sir, Oovernment House, Kimberley, October 20, 1876. 

I HAVE the honour to acquaint your Honour that I have been informed that the 
Landdrost of Bloemhof has imposed a fine of 151. with an alternative of imprisonment, 
on Mr. W. H. Coleman, a British subject residing beyond the boundaries of the South 
African Republic, as defined by the Keate award, for alleged disobedience of a requisi- 
tion of 7Z. 10^. or a slaughter ox for commando purposes. 

2. This matter will be at once referred to Her Majesty's High Commissioner, for 
such action as his Excellency may think fit to take thereon. Meanwhile, I would call 
your Honour's attention to the serious responsibility the Landdrost incurs, should 
Mr. Coleman's statement that he lives beyond the boundary of the Keate award prove 
correct, by thus commandeering and threatening to imprison one of Her Majesty's 
subjects. 

3. As the matter is urgent, I think it best to communicate direct with your Honour, 
instead of incurring the delay which would necessarily take place if I were to refer the 
matter to Her Majesty's High Commissioner in the first instance, feeling sure that your 
Honour will take such steps as you may think expedient to prevent the threatened action 
en the part of the Landdrost in question. 

I have &c 
(Signed) ' W*. OWEN LANYON. 
His Honour President Burgers, 
&c. &c. Soc 
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No. 148. 

Governor Sir H. BarMy^ Q.CJM.G.^ K.CB.^ to the Earl of Carnarvon. — (Received 

November 28.) 

My Lord, Government House, Cape Town, October 30, 1876. 

SINCE I transmitted to your Lordship with my despatch of the 9th instant* copy ot 
the protest which I had thought it my duty to address to President Burgers, in conse- 
quence of hostilities against the natives having been conducted in a manner contrary to 
the usages of civilized warfare, no fresh operations of importance have been,undertaken 
by Von Schlickmann's corps, owing, probably, to the absence of its leader, who had 
gone to the vicinity of the niamoad Fields to imiftter r^nuts ^eom among his comrades 
there. 

2. Accounts have, however, been received from Captain Riedel, the acting com- 
mander, of an attack upon Fort Burgers, on the 30th ultimo, by Sikukuni*s Kafirs, 
which seems to have been so far successful that the horses and cattle of the garrison 
v^rere carried off, and, though the former were recaptured, one European was mortally 
wounded, and another. Lieutenant Knapp, second in command, taken prisoner during the 
sortie. 

3. The loss of the Kafirs is variously stated from 30 to 100, but as they remained 
masters of the field this was evidently conjecture, 

4. According to the latest news, via Kimberley, the fort continued invested up to 
the 9th instant, though a telegram published in one of the Cape Town papers asserts, 
on the authority of a private letter of the 2 1 st from Pretoria, ^ that supplies had been 
received and the men were contented." 

5. Thirteen volunteers, it is further stated, had reached Pretoria from the Diamond 
Fields, sixty or seventy more being expected the week after ; and Von Schlickmann had 
gone on before them to Lydenburg, to the military command of which district he has 
been officially gazetted. 

6. He is said likewise to have been appointed by President Burgers to collect the 
taxes there with a salary of 1/. a-day and 5 per cent, on the amount collected. 

7. This appointment, as your Lordship will perceive from the inclosed letter which 
has just reached me from the Chairman of the Defence Committee at Pilgrim's Rest, has 
excited much apprehension, in consequence of Von Schlickmann having recommended, 
when examined before the Volksraad, ** that the Gold Fields should be subdued.*^' 

8. It is feared that an attempt to coerce the diggers into exorbitant payments by 
armed force will be made, the impression that this is contemplated acquiring strength 
from the summary suppression ot the office of Special Magistrate, which is described in 
the letter as an arbitrary and unconstitutional act. 

9. Nor is the discontent confined to the Gold Fields population only. At a public 
meeting held in Lydenburg on the 2nd instant, before the appointment of Von Schlick- 
mann was known, resolutions moved by some of the oldest and most influential inhabitants 
of Dutch extraction were unanimously carried, condemning tfie continuance of the war 
and the imposition of war taxes, and in favour of Confederation, and of applying" for 
British intervention in the dispute with Sikuknni. 

10. I append a translation of the petition to the President and VoBcsraad founded 
thereon, which is said to have been signed by nearly every adult male inhabitant of 
Lydenburg and Kniger's Post. 

1 1. As the Volksraad had been prorogued before it reached Pretoria, this expres- 
sion of opinion could have little effect, and it has been since determined, in default, to 
open direct negotiations with Sikukuni, at whose mercy for weeks past the district has 
virtually lain, the Boers from a distance commandeered by the President for its protec- 
tion having positively refused to obey the order. 

12. In short, the whole state of things borders very closely upon anardiy ; and 
although in other parts of the Republic lawlessness and inhumanity are less rampantly 
exhibited, the machinery of administration is everywhere all but paralyzed, and the 
Republic seems about to fall to pieces through its own weakness. 

13. In that event, the Boers in each district would either have to make their own terms 
with the adjacent Kafir tribes, or trek onwards into the wilderness, as is their wont ; 
whilst the position of the large number of British subjects scattered about on farms, or 
resident in the towns and at the Gold Fields, might fairly claim the humane considera- 
tion of Her Majesty's Go ver n tB C fi t^ e¥eB if there were oet other reasoBB* iw interpooipg 
to save so fine a country from so miserable a fate. 

* No. 130. 
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14. To convince your Lordship that this is no hasty or prejudiced view of proba- 
bilities^ I append leading* articles from the Cape Town '' Znid Afrikaan," till now the 
warm sopporter of Mr* Burgers^ and from the '^ Transvaal Argus," which, only two or 
three weeks ago, advocated his re-election to the Presidency, in which even darker and 
more gloomy pictures of the situation are drawn. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) HENEX BARKLX. 



IneikwuM in ISo. 148. 

Newqkaper Extracts. 

(No. 1.) 

Extract from the " Folksstem^ of the 7th instant. 

ExcrriNG News from STnBi«pooRT. — Last Saturday's post brought us another letter 
from our Lydenbiurg correspondent, stating that Johanne's Chief Councillor,^ Andries, who 
can read and write both Dntch and English, had been captured by the men of the 
Steelpoort Fort and brought into Lydenburg, several of his companions having been 
killed. Oar correspondent states that Andries had a lot of '* Gold Fields Mercurys *' 
with him, and a private letter says that he had also some letters in cypher. A corre- 
spondent says, writing to the " Gold Fields Mercury " from Lydenburg, that five Kafirs 
were killed by the men in the fort, and relates the following about the letters : " Several 
letters were found in his (Andries') possession, compromising many of the Gold Fields 
people, and proving that they kept up a correspondence with the enemy. Andries says 
the letters were handed to him by a Secocoeni Kafir employed on the Fields." 

Yesterday aflemoon Mr. Crane arrived here from Lydenburg, bringing despatches 
from the Landdrost of Lydenburg^ and from Captain Riedel, now chief in command of 
the Steelpoort Fort. ITie following is Captain RddeVfl report : — 

" Burgers Forty September 30. 

** Yesterday morning, at 10 minutes to 9, a large commando of Kafirs came down 
from the hills south of the fort, and made a raid on cattle and horses. I sent Lieutenants 
Knapp and Kirkman with 27 men to stop the cattle. They were scarcely ten minutes 
gone when another commando of 200 Kafirs made an attack on the north side of the 
fort. Got the gun into position, and, firing continually, kept the Kafirs at a range of 
from 1,500 to 2,000 yards away from the fort. In the meantime we managed to get 
the horses back, and I ordered about eight Boers to mount, but they tremblingly 
refused — none would leave the fbrt. Half*an«hour afterwards »x volunteers came 
back ; got them mounted and started after the cattle. A few minutes afterwards 
Lieutenant Kirkman came back with about 1 men ; got mounted and went in pursuit. 
During the whole time troops of Kafirs surrounded the fort, numbering about 2,000. 
If we had not had our cannon it would certainly have been a disastrous affair. Lieu* 
tenant Eiiapp, and voAimteers Robus and Ric^oEieissen* venturing too hotly in pursuit of 
the Kafirs, found tltemfteiveB suddenly alone and &ce to face with a strong body of 
Kafirs. Robus got shot through the lungs, Knapp disappeared and has never been 
heard of, Reichnessen escaped and brought the news back ; 6 then left to search after 
Knapp ; Kirkmann went on with 1 6 men, and found the neck south of the fort occupied 
by l,dOO Kafirs, and they had consequently to return. Got all the horses and 8 oxen 
back ; 46 oxen gone. At half-past 10 the different parties came back. At 1 a.m. I sent 
another patrol to search for Knapp. Returned without result {sic)^ only having seen 
the place where a scuffle had taken place, found his cartridge-bag and a letter belonging 
to him, leaving no doubt in my opinion that he has been taken alive. All the Europeans 
behaved bravely, only the Boers not. If the Boers would have obeyed me, we would 
not have lost one man or beast. Names of the Boers who refused to go out and fight : 
J. Combrink, H. Breytenbach, A. Korf, J. van Wyk, S. Jubert, J. Rosenberg. The only 
men who joined were H. Steyn, H. Meijer, and B. van de Merwe." 

Mr. Crane tells us that 30 of the enemy were killed in this affair. Captain Riedel 
states in a private letter that about 100 of the enemy have been killed. Crane left 
Lydenburg last Sunday, and arrived in Pretoria yesterday afternoon at 5 o'clock, having 
accomplished the distance in a very short time indeed. The people in Lydenburg are of 
course very uneasy. 

Tbe Landdrost writes that the force left there for the protection of the town have 
(453) 2 A 2 
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all left, so that only the inhabitants remain behind to defend the place in case of an 
attack, and he earnestly implores for help. We may mention that, immediately on 
receipt of the above news, the President issued orders to the various field-cornets to 
furnish sufficient men to be in Lydenburg next Saturday. Expresses were sent off at 
once, and we hope the call will be cheerfully responded to. 

About 10 men of the artillery left for Lydenburg this morning, under command of 
lieutenant Johnson, who started in advance with an express last night as far as 

Mr. M. Princeloo's, about six hours from here We may state here that 

Captain Riedel requests to be relieved as soon as possible. If he be a volunteer, as we 
understand he is, we cannot see how his request can be acceded to. The discipline in 
the fort requires looking to. Some waggons with Uquor arrived lately, occasioning 
much drunkenness among the men. Field-comet Henning Pretorius left Pretoria 
yesterday with 25 mounted men. He hoped to be in Lydenburg on Sunday or Monday. 
The men from the other wards were to start direct for that tovm. 

Since the above was in type, the Lydenburg post arrived. The men of the Steel- 
poort Fort have, according to private accounts, burnt six more Kafir kraals. Supposed 
that Lieutenant Knapp is still alive, and will be ransomed. No hope of Robus' 
recovery. More cattle raids, but 300 recovered. Reported that Lydenburg people 
were going to hold a meeting for asking Sikukuni for an armistice pending foreign 
intervention. 



(No. 2.) 
Latest Telegrams. 

TfiANSYAAX. 

Pretoria, October 21, 1876. 

News from Steelpoort Fort. Supplies received. Men contented. Not a word 
about fort being surrounded by Kafirs. 

Very little other news. Thirteen of Schlickmann's volunteers here; sixty or 
seventy expected next week. Schlickmann gone on to Lydenburg. 



(No. 3.) 

The Gold Fields.— The Defence Committee has adopted the following Address 
to the High Commissioner : — 

" To Sir Henry Baxkly, K.C.M.G., Her Majesty's High Commissioner. 

" Sir, « Pilgrim's Rest, October 9, 1876. 

** We have the honour to call the attention of your Excellency to the position in 
which this community finds itself placed. 

*' Under the Gold Fields Law a Special Magistrate was appointed to try civil cases. 
His appointment has been cancelled by the President, and the office abolished. The 
power of appointment rests in the Raad, not with the President. 

" Certain taxes have been imposed which are to be collected at once, especially 
the new war-tax. The tax upon the inhabitants of these Fields is at the rate of 21. 
per head ; which, in the first place, they cannot pay ; and, secondly, were they in a 
position to pay it, they feel that in the face of your Excellency's Proclamation they 
ought not to do so. [Tnder these circumstances, we appeal to your Excellency for 
advice as to the course to be pursued. It is impossible for us to stem the current of 
opposition which will be engendered by these acts of the Transvaal Government. Such 
action is taken evidently to provoke a collision with British subjects here. 

*^*The Government has placed the collection of war-taxes in the hands of the 
notorious Captain von Schlickmann, the rebel of Diamond Fields notoriety, and we 
would call the attention of your Excellency to a statement made by him when under 
examination before the Raad, which statement was allowed to be made without remon- 
strance from either the President or any of the members, to the effect that the Defence 
Committee, and some others, are the greatest enemies of the State, whom nothing but 
British government will satisfy. You are not strong enough yet, he continued, but the 
Gold Fields must be subdued ; from these the evil seed is blown all over the country. 

" How the Gold Fields should require subjugation we are at a loss to conceive ; but 
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we consider it most creditable that a community like this should have put up with the 
impositions, insults, and, to a great extent, ruin inflicted upon them by the Transvaal 
Government, represented by President Burgers, without having hitherto resisted them. 
It speaks volumes in their favour, notwithstanding the vilifications heaped upon them 
by President Burgers, several of the Gk)vemraent papers, and without check by Von 
Schlickmann in the last Session of the Raad. 

" We have, &c. 
" (For the Defence Committee), 

(Signed) "JNO. TURTON, Chairman:' 



(No. 4) 

Lydenburg.— In publishing the report wliich will be found below, we beg to thank 
the gentleman who has taken the trouble to forward it to us. While being of opinion 
that the meeting would have been fully justified in proceeding further than it did in 
its censure of the acts of the " Government " and the Volksraad, we yet hail even the 
length to which it did venture to go as a good sign, a step in the right direction, and 
have much pleasure in giving it all the publicity in our power. To give to this matter 
its due significance, it must be borne in mind that the meeting was held in a Dutch 
community, that many of those who took part in it were old *• Fathers of the Land," 
who have been taught to cherish their " independence " as if it were something worth 
preserving, that they were men who have been driven from their homes and ruined by the 
expeditiona gainst Sikukuni, that they have been in the habit of trusting in everything 
blindly to their " Government," and that all their traditions are against being (as they 
have been taught to consider it) contaminated by contact with anything bearing the least 
complexion of "British" about it. When such people unanimously approve of and 
sign a Memorial like that which will be found below, it encourages one to hope that the 
land may yet be saved. The following is the report : — 

Public Meeting. 

Last Monday afternoon, 2nd instant, a public meeting was held in Lydenburg, to 
discuss '* the situation " and decide on the course which the people of this district should 
adopt vvith regard to the hostilities with Sikukuni, The meeting was well attended. 
Mr. P. J. Coetzer, member of the Volksraad, was voted to the chair. 

The action of the Government and of the Volksraad was pretty freely criticised 
and generally condemned. The maintenance of the forts was considered impracticable, 
and for the purposes of border defence useless. It was suggested that tlie people here 
should insist on the Government accepting the kind offices of the British Government 
to bring this war to an end, and that in the meantime a deputation should go to 
Sikukuni and arrange for a pro tern, cessation of hostilities ; but this was negatived, 
when it was pointed out by the Landdrost that he had no authority to withdraw the 
men stationed in the fort here, and that he was therefore not in a position to guarantee 
an armistice. 

The feeling of the meeting was decidedly in favour of British intervention in 
Sikukuni's matter, and it was justly said that the time for a false and sentimental pride 
was passed when the knife was, so to say, at our throats. The opinion of the meeting 
too was that the British Government had acted in a most friendly spirit, and that the 
memory of old grievances should not make us so unreasonable and unjust as to attribute 
unfriendly motives to a bond fide offer to help us in our hour of need. 

It was said too (by an Africander) that the people of the central districts, who were 
opposed to British aid, might rave as they liked about the independence of the State, 
but we could not believe in their sincerity while they were content to sit at home at 
ease and calmly leave their fellow citizens, who were in extreme jeopardy, to their fate. 
People here had been in laager since March, and many were now without food. We 
could not at night guard the town properly for want of men. All those who could get 
away had left to seek safety. Several men, who could not themselves leave the place, 
have sent their wives and children away, and it was high time that the Government 
should be urged, as strongly as we could urge it, to accept the offers made by the High 
Commissioner, Sir Henry Barkly, and the Governor of Natal, Sir Henry Bulwer. We 
wish to recognise our own Government and to act through it in these matters, but we 
must let it understand that we expect protection, and that if the means at its disposal 
are inadequate thereto, of which our own experience has given us full proof, the aid 
which has been offered must be accepted. 



182 

It was finally resolved to petition the Government^ and a Committee (consistbg of 
Mea»s. P. J, Coetzer, M.V.B., C. Viljoen, R. T. N. James, Rev* J. G. Kriel^ 
A. F. Jansen, H. Robins, and L. H. P. Steyn) was nominated to frame the petition, 
and to submit it to an adjourned meeting on Tuesday, the 3rd instant 

On Tuesday afternoon, the Committee submitted the result of their labours to the 
public, and an additional clause having been approved, the following petition was pafised 
unanimously, and immediately signed by those present. Mr. Tobias van Niekerk was 
deputed to proceed to Kruger's Pdat therewith, for the purpose of giving the good 
folks there an orpportanity of signing it (We have since learned that it has been 
signed by nearly every man at Kruger's Post — ^Ed.) 



(No. 5.) 
Petition to the Volksraad from Lydenburg, 



To the Honourable the President and Members of the Executive Council, and the 

Honourable the Members of the Volksraad, Pretoria. 

Honourable Gentlemen, 

WE, the undersigned, burghers of this district, seeing that matters in connection 
with the war with Sikukuni are daily becoming more complicated, our position more 
critical, and having looked vainly for help, and for the fulfilment of the promises made 
by his Honour the State President while at Lydenburg, resolved at a meeting, which was 
held yesterday, to present a Memorial to the Government, with a respectful request that 
the same be well considered, and that assistance be speedily afforded. We are con- 
strained to make the following representations : — 

There are at present only about forty able-bodied men in Lydenburg ; and it is 
alone attributable to Providence that everything has not been burnt and devastated by 
our enemies. The assistance promised has not been afforded, and, lately, no effort has 
been made by the Government to stop the war. 

The majority of the people who have had to leave their farms, and who have lost 
their cattle, and have thus been ruined, cannot remain any longer in laager, and are 
removing. This is the case with the Crocodile River laager, and, ere long, will be the 
case with the laagers at Kruger's Post and Lydenburg. An attack by Kafirs will 
inevitably result in the murders of our families, to say nothing of the destruction of 
property. 

We, therefore, request the Government candidly to let us know whether it intends 
to do aught for this district, and, if not, or if it is not in a position to do anything, to let 
us know, so that we may try to adopt measures for our own preservation. 

We were surprised to notice tiiat Confederatioin with the British power, so nobly 
offered, was not accepted,. inasmuch as we hav« all to gain and nothing to lose thereby, 
the more that it continually appears that the Government is not in a position to 
properly protect us, as is evident from the unpunished incendiarism and thieving by the 
Kafirs. 

If no other measures can be devised to quell the disturbances, we desire that the 
Government proceed to request the intervention of some other power, and at the same 
time to propose to Secocoeni a cessation of hostilities until it shall be proved that the 
territory he claims lawfully belongs to us. 

We regard the fort at Steelpoort as of Uttle or no use, seeing that the men 
occupy uig it are too few in number to answer the purpose for which they have been 
placed there, as also that they will be unable to prevent the Kafirs from sowing and 
reaping, as usual, and from cattle^lifting when so disposed, or even &r any length of 
time to hold the fort against the enemy ; further, because horses cannot Uve in that 
neighbourhood ; there is, moreover^ not a sufficient number of men available here to 
escort provisions, and even now strong patrols are needed, and already the people at the 
fort are dissatisfied with the treatment they have experienced from the Government. 

These are reasons why it seems impossible that the fort can be upheld, and we, 
therefore, request that these persons return, to serve as a border police for our safety 
and protection. That they be employed in keeping open the roads and highways to the 
Gold Fields, that traffic may not be cut off, which certainly would greatly increase lite 
general confusion ; for, unless some assistance be rendered to the people of Kruger's 
Post, all communication with the Gold Fields will cease, and as the Crocodile Baver 
laager has already broken up, it will be impossible to carry on traffic with NataL 
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We cannot refrain from expressing onr dissatisfaction at the deliberations of the 
Volksraad, which, instead of aiming at the suppression of hostilities, appear to have 
been spent upon matters which are past, and which cannot be remedied. 

We are surprised that no exception has been made in favour of the inhabitants of 
this district with regard to the tax which has been levied, seeing that it has been so 
fearftilly ravaged by the war. Nearly all the cattle have been stolen, the farmers have 
been unable to plough and sow, and have been precluded from all means of making a 
livelihood. We, therefore, request that they may be spared all trouble with regard to 
this tax, and that no measures will be attempted to force them to pay it. 

We are all willing to contribute towards the maintenance of our Government, but if 
we are not enabled by its protection to preserve our property from destruction, and to 
provide for our daily wants, it is unreasonable that we should be required to pay taxes 
towards its support. 

To give the Government some idea of the losses sustained by this district, it has 
been calculated that property to the amount of 30,000Z, has already been lost, to say 
nothing of the indirect consequences which have been suffered from the war. 

Hoping these representations may secure the consideration of your Honour and the 
Volksraad, and anticipating an immediate reply, we remain, &c. 

(Signed) P. J. KOESTEE, Member of the Volksmnd, 

And many others. 



(No. 6.) 
Extract from the ^'TVansvaal Argus and Potchefstroom Gazette*^ of October 13, 1876. 

The Situation. — A glance at the political situation of this State at the present 
moment reveals anything but a pleasant prospect. There is a *' darkness that may be 
felt " stealing over the Transvaal. A crisis is on us, from which it is not anyway 
probable that we shall escape scathless. The head of this State has forfeited the esteem 
o£ the majority of those over whom he presides. We are burdened by the weight of 
an enormous debt, plunged into an unprofitable war with one Kafir Chief, and menaced 
with a second in another quarter. Our relations with the British Government are not 
snch as become us, while we are virtually dependent upon the ** Queen of Nations.'* 

Of the press of the country one member has gone rabid in its radicalism, and 
another has totally lost every vestige of independence. Of the Volksraad it can be 
truly said, that in its last Session it was not that which its name hnplies — the People's 
Council ; its members did not fairly represent the opinion of the public, and its acts are 
not endorsed by the Burghers. A pleasant prospect verily ! An empty Treasury, au 
unsuceessfril war, an increasing debt, a total loss of credit, an obstinate President, a 
discontented people, a partly sycophantic rebellous press, and a set of non-representing 
representatives ! Could any thmg more black and gloomy be described ? 

Looking thus at such a state of thmgs, we' naturally ask the why and wherefore of 
ttieir being so, and while seeking jfor an outcome of present difficulties, note, then, 
several causes to serve as warning for the future. In spite- of all the specious pleadings 
of the ^^ Volksstem,'* in spite of the acknowledgment of neat services rendered, in spite 
of all allowances that may be made on personal grounds, we are bound to give it as our 
honest opinion that many of the dark clouds lowering over this State have arisen from 
the action of its President. That the people are not fairly represented in the Volksraad 
is their own fault. That two members of the press have chosen to follow paths which 
cannot be looked upon as likely to lead to good results, is also a matter for the people to 
set right. But the rest of the charges in the indictment all pcrint to the Chief Magis- 
trate of the State. We direct our account against the one man, and not against the 
whole Executive Council, because it needs no very deep insight to prove how entirely 
personal is the Government of the people of the Transvaal. That one Member- 
Mr. Paul Kruger — declined to sign the last Mortgage Bond, which the Executive 
wished to pass to the Cape Commercial Bank, before it had been authorized by Volks- 
raad, was a circumstance quite refreshings, on account of its novelty. 

Mr. Burgers is the governing body here. He telegraphs to his Government, he 
appears to instruct his Council, and to twist the greater number of his Legislative 
Assembly round his finger. The failure of this nice little Sikukuni war is greatly 
ekargcable to Mr. Burgers. He knew that the country could not afford to go to war, 
and yet he was *^ reticent," possibly because he did not want the people's representa- 
tives to know that the Treasury of the people was empty. Even so did he know that 
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there was total failure in every point connected with the *' ideal" States Loan of 
300,000/,, and yet he held his peace, and looked smilingly on a hoodwinked people He 
knew, or must have known, that sooner or later our expose would wreck his popu- 
larity, and, consequently, his ability to do good. And this, too, at such a critical time as 
this, when the term of his office has almost expired, and the result of his actions has 
thoroughly compromised the State. And now, when the murdei* is out, when the 
President has been forced to show his cards, does he acknowledge his errors ? Does he 
advance any extenuating: circumstances to appease a justly-angered because gulled 
People ? No, not he ! He does not see that he is to blame (except, perhaps, in the 
little matter of " reticence ") any more than he sees that, to pass security for 300,000/. 
to get the value of about 60,000/., showed a very lamentable want of business capacity, 
to put it mildly. 

Lately, in an article on the forthcoming Presidential election, we very clearly 
indicated that we were in favour of Mr. Burgers' re-election ; had we then been in 
possession of the facts elicited by the Committee appointed by the Volksraad to investi- 
gate the loan business, that article would not have been written. 

That the temporizing measures passed by the Volksraad will get us out of the 
muddle we are in, we deem in the last degree improbable. The *^ Advocate," in its 
last issue, notes the fact that the lately-passed special war-taxes are promulgated in 
"ordinary form," and therefore subject to the revision of the people during three 
months. We have not the least doubt that the people will take every advantage of the 
circumstance, and, considering the grossness of the measure, we maintain that they will 
be acting fairly and consistently in so doing. 



(No. 7.) 

Extract from the " Zuid AfrikaarC' of October 26, 1876. 

The Transvaal. — There cannot be any doubt that the Transvaal Republic is iu 
very distressing circumstances. We need not try to show this. Our readers know as 
well as ourselves about the failure at Sikukuni's, about the continuous raids in the 
district of Lydenburg, about the unpunished threatenings and trespassings of the Zulus, 
about the financial embarrassment, the unequal war-tax, the spoiled railway loan, the 
heavy burden of debts, the internal discussion, &c. The question is put, who is to be 
blamed for all this ? and the answers to this question are different. Many throw all the 
blame on President Burgers. He was the man, they say, who led the country unpre- 
pared to war ; as if it were not a fact that the war could not possibly be postponed any 
longer, if the President did not wish to ignore the entreaties of Lydenburg altogether. 
He was the man, they say, who, by mismanagement, filled the army with distrust and 
disorder, and who is consequently responsible for the fiasco at Sikukuni's mountain ; as 
if distrust and disorder did not already prevail in the army before his Honour joined 
them at Mathlebi's Kop ; as if affairs had not been carried on as miserably at Johanne's 
place as at Sikukuni's ; as if all Transvaal expeditions before this, which lasted more 
than a couple of weeks, had not resulted in the cry of *^ Huis toe ! Huis toe ! ! " No, it 
is sheer folly to go and proclaim to the people, if Burgers had not been at the head of the 
commando they would have returned home victorious. But it is no use denying that 
the President has committed great mistakes. He acted imprudently by turning his back 
upon Lord Carnarvon's Confederation policy at a moment when it was of the greatest 
importance to the Republic to be on friendly terms with the Imperial Government, and 
by declaiming about a " dishonest allegiance." In the flag and coin affair, and in the 
order of a state carriage, he displayed a vanity which shook the confidence of many in 
the man. In the discussions on the school law, in his importation of teachers, and the 
appointment of officials, he ignored — let us only catll them — the prejudices of an impor- 
tant division of the population. In his reports about the loan in Holland he did not act 
with that straightforwardness which always is the surest means of gaining public confi- 
dence. In his march against Sikukuni he proved, either that he did not know the 
character of his men, or that he placed too great a confidence in the animating influence 
which he thought he was able to exercise over them. The history of the Republic might 
have taught him that the Transvaal Boer does not storm a mountain so strong as Thaba 
Mosego, and occupied by so well-armed a garrison, but at the same time that in the open 
field ten Kafirs are not able to stand against one Boer. Therefore he could have pre- 
pared himself for a war as long as that carried on by the Free Staters against Moshesh. 
He ought to have known that a Transvaal commando generally cannot be kept in the 
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field longer than six weeks or two months, and, knowing this, he ought to have marched 
out with a smaller, less expensive, and less clumsy commando, which from time to time 
could have been, relieved by other commandos, until Secocoeni would have been 
exhausted just like Moshesh, and have begged for peace, like the latter. Instead of this, 
he marched out with a colossal commando, in which no order whatsoever could be main- 
tained, and, consequently, as many burghers fell by the bullets of their comrades as by 
those of the enemy, a commando accompanied by so many draught cattle that very soon 
no forage was to be obtained, and so expensive that the finances of the country were 
totally exhausted by this one experiment. He caused the people to cherish so high an 
expectation of an immediate, decisive, and brilliant success, that, when this was not 
obtained, they jumped from one extreme to the other, and were totally discouraged, and 
this despondency is exactly the thing that seems to us to be the most ominous phenomena 
in the Transvaal. It is a much more melancholy thing that the Republic had, for its 
defence against the Kafirs, to appeal for assistance to a band of foreign adventurers, who 
partly hate the Boers and partly despise them, than that the attack at Secocoeni's^moun- 
tain was at once beaten off. Much more melancholy to us is the fact that even the most 
impudent and damaging raids of the Kafirs cannot move the Lydenburgers to bind 
themselves closely together, and to take a bold stand against the despicable bands of 
robbers, and that the other districts can look at the sufferings of the plundered district, 
at the danger of the whole country, and still exclaim, *' We shall not go on commando 
again/* When a people, surrounded by enemies like tlie Transvaal Boers, has lost its 
courage for self-defence, and looks for its safety to the enlistment of a little band of 
foreign, unruly mercenaries, its national existence is done for. The question for the 
Transvaal people is simply whether they intend to fight themselves or to surrender to 
England ? Which do they prefer ? 



No. 149. 

Governor Sir H. Barkli/y G.C.M.G., K.C.B., to the Earl of Carnarvon. — (Received 

November 28.) 

My !Lord, Government House, Cape Town, October 30, 1876. 

ON the morning of the 26th instant an application on behalf of the Government of 
the South African Republic for leave to trans-ship sixty-five cases of war rockets from 
the '* Douglas Castle,'* just arrived from London, to the Union Steam-ship " Natal,** 
bound for Delagoa Bay, was submitted for my approval under the Regulations, and as 
I was informed that nearly 100 passengers were about to proceed that afternoon in the 
said steamer to various ports in the Colony, I refused to sign the permit. It was indeed 
• agreed with the Union Company a few years ago that such objectionable cargo should 
not be carried in their vessels. 

2. I have not deemed it my duty to prevent the shipment of these rockets to Delagoa 
Bay by any sailing-vessel not falling within the provision of the Passengers' Act, as, 
apart from the consideration that the South African Republic is entitled by a special 
clause in the Convention of 1852 to procure supplies of ammunition from the ports of 
this Colony, I cannot find any clause in the Foreign Enlistment Act applicable to 
the circumstances. 

I have &c. 
(Signed) ' HENRY BARKLT. 



Inclosure 1 in No. 149. 



Office of the Treasurer of the Colony y Cape Town, 
Sir, Cape of Good Hope, October 26, 1876. 

I HAVE the honour to inclose an application from the Honourable J. R. Marqnard 
for the shipment, visL Delagoa Bay, of sixty-four cases of war rockets on account of the 
Grovernment of the South African Republic, and would be happy to be informed whether 
there may be any objection on the part of your Excellency to the permission for such 
shipment being granted. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) H. WHITE. 

Excellency Sur Henry Barkly, G.O.M.Q., K.O.B., 
&c. &c. &c« 
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Inclosoie i m Na 149. 

GTnm)WDBE.— AfpIiIOatiok to Ship Coastwise* 

■ 

Sfir, Port of Cape Town, October 25, 187a 

IN accordance with the Provisions of Ordinance No. 2 of 1863, 1 hare to requett 
permission to transship on board the "Natal" (from the "Donglas Castle"), Trarms, 
Master, for Delagoa Bay, on account of the Government of the South African 
Republic, the following, which are required iot the purpose of defence : — 
64 cases war rockets. 
1 case mountain stands. 

(Signed) ' J. R. MARQFABD. 

The Suh-Collector of Customs, 
Port of Cape Town. 
Submitted for the approval of his Exeellency the Governor. 

Custom^Hwise, October 26, 1876. 

(Signed) P. W. Btjkb.owbs, Sub- Collector. 



Inclosuie 3 in No. 149. 



Sir, Oovemment House j Cape Town, October 26, 1376.*^] 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge your letter of this day's date, inclosing am 
application from the Honourable J. R. Marquard for the permission of this Government 
to ship sixty-four cases of war rockets, ex ** Douglas Castle," to Delagoa Bay, on board 
the steamer '* Natal," and inquiring whether there is any objection on my part to the 
permission being granted. "^ ^ , 

In reply, I have to point out that a shipment of such explosive materials could not 
but be a source of great risk to the safety of the large number of passengers who are, 
I believe, proceeding in the steamer in question to various ports in this Colony, and that 
the reasons which doubtless led to the rockets being transmited from England by a 
sailing-vessel apply with equal force to the mode of forwarding them on from hence to 
their destination. 

I have, &c. 
The Hon. Dr. White, (Signed) HENRY BARKLT. 

&c. &c. &c« 



No. 150* 

Governor Sir H. Barkly, O.C.M.Q., K.C.B., to the Earl of Carnarvon. — (Recewed 

November 28.) 
My Lord, Cape Town, October 30, 1876. 

REFERRING to my despatch of the 3rd instant,* I have the honour to transmit 
copy of a further telegraphic message from Captain Blyth, by which it is shown that on 
the arrival of reinforcements to the police, the natives who had resisted his authority at 
Matatiel attempted to escape into Morosis' country, the wildest part of the Drakens- 
berg, but were intercepted in their flight by the loyal Basuto Chief M acquai, who took 
three of their number prisoners, together with 270 head of cattle. 

2. It will be likewise perceived that, after holding a Court of Inquiry, on which 
Mr. Thompson, the Resident Magistrate, with the Chiefs Lebenga, Zibi, and Lebana, as 
well as the two Assistant Magistrates of Griqua-Land East, sat, Captain Blyth had felt 
it his duty to place Nehemiah Moshesh under arrest as responsible for the whole action 
of his people, a step which was folly approved by the Chiefs already mentioned and 
others who were present. 

3. As the evidence on which the arrest was based has not yet arrived, it would be 

Eremature to express any opinion as to the propriety of the step, but I may inform yoor 
lOrdship, that in addition to the grounds of suspicion alluded to in my last, Mr. Thomp- 
son had previously reported that almost simultaneously with the armed resistance at 
Matatiel, the Headman at the kraal in Lebenga's location, at which Nehemiah at present 
resides, had refused to obey a summons to Ciurt, although afterwards, when the news 

♦ Fo. rig. 
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fiom Matatiel arrivedi he had offered to pay a fine, precisely as the others did, to 
Mr. Liefeldt. 

4. But however clear, accorduig to native law, Nehemiah's responsibility for such 
acts may be, it will probably be extremely diflBcult to adduce legal proof of his com- 
plicity in them, since he would no doubt confine himself to verbal instructions, whilst 
none of his followers would betray the confidence of their Chieftain, even if they had to 
suffer punishment in his stead. 

5. It is fair to add likewise that Nehemiah has written a letter to the newspapers 
denying that, though ill-used by the Government, he has ever conspired against it, and 
CDdeavouring to explain away his visits to Pondo-Land and elsewhere. 

6. Should the evidence on perusal appear to warrant his trial on any tangible 
charge, it is the intention of mv advisers to recommend me to send up a Commission for 
the purpose, consisting of gentlemen wholly unconnected with the territory^ leaving it to 
Captain Bly th to discharge the functions of prosecutor. 

7. I agree with that able and experienced officer that in any event the decisive 
steps which he took, with so much coolness and without bloodshed, to vindicate the 
supremacy of the law, will be productive of excellent effect, and tend materially to 
strengthen, at a critical moment, the position of the Government, not merely in Griqua- 
Land East, but throughout the TranskeL 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) HENBT BAEKLT. 

P.S. — 3lst October. Since writing as above a report has been received by telegraph 
fiom Captain Blyth stating that the charge of inciting to take up arms has been fully 
proved against Kehemiah, and that he has sent him into Natal as a prisoner for safer 
custody pending instructions as to his triaL 

H. B. 



Inclosnre in No. 150. 



Telegraphic Message from Inspector Chalmers, Komgha, to Secretary for Native Affairs. 

I HAVE been requested by Captain Blyth to transmit the following, under date 
21st iostant :— 

Mr, Thompson, Mr. Strachan, Mr. liefeldt, and myself, commenced the inquiry on 
the 19th instant, as a combined Court, into the case of Maliso Rass aud the other Basutos 
who took up arms against Government on the 22nd ultimo. 

The case has been fully proved, and from evidence received it clearly shows that 
Nehemiah Moshesh is responsible for the whole action of his people, and upon evidence 
received we consider it our duty to place him under arrest. 

The Chief Macquai has reported that he is returning, having taken 270 head of 
cattle, some sheep, and three oi the men who escaped prisoners. 

Rass Maliso and the principal men escaped into Morosis^ country, Basuto-Land. 

Nehemiah Moshesh was placed under arrest by me before the meeting, and the step 
was fully approved by all the Chiefs present, namely, Lebenga, Zibi, Ludidi, Zedoys, 
Ramhlangwana Jan, Joodie, and some of the principal Griquas who were present. 

Nehemiah will be taken to Rokstadt, also the prisouers, and full proceedings of the 
case sent to the Government. 

1 will await further instructions. 

I communicated with Mr. Griffith, and requested him to telegraph to you. 

There has been a very large and influential meeting here (at Matatiel ?) ; much good 
will result from it, and the decisive steps taken, which are approved of by all, will 
strengthen the Government and remove a serious crisis. 

The case is to be proceeded with on Monday, 23rd instant. 

No. 16L 

Aborigines Protection Society to Colonial Office. 

Camada Buildinys, King Street, Westminster, 
My Lord, November 29, 1876. 

WE are desired by the Committee of the Aborigines Protection Society to request 
your Lordship's kind attention to statements published in South African journals, which 
(453) 2 B 2 
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describe various acts of atrocity alleged to have been committed on the Kafirs by a force 
of Transvaal Boers, under the command of Captain von Schlickman. Details are given 
of several brutal murders, of which defenceless native women (one of them with an 
infant in the arms) were the victims. 

It is said that ten women were thus put to death, and in two instances in particular 
the murders appear to have been attended by circumstances of the most deliberate and 
diabolical cruelty. 

We think it is highly probable that these facts have already been brought under 
your Lordship's notice, and the despatch which you lately addressed to the Governor of 
the Cape Colony is a sufficient pledge of your Lordship's determination to put a stop, if 
possible, to outrages so disgraceful to human nature, and at the same time so fraught 
with danger to the cause of peace and civilization in South Africa. But the Committees' 
object is to direct your Lordship's attention to the fact that English subjects are charged 
with being directly concerned in these murders. 

The " GoldBelds Mercury " states that on August 25 last a party of horsemen 
left the Steelpoort Laager for the purpose of scouring the neighbouring mountains, and 
that during the expedition they met several women, who had been to obtain a supply of 
meal. 

^* The first one," we read, *' was quite a young woman, who was wounded by a 
young Englishman (who pleads that he did not know that it was a woman), and then 
shot through the head by another Englishman as she lay upon the ground." 

It appears that the name of the latter person is well known ; and although some 
time has elapsed since the publication of the original story, the facts as stated — in spite 
of Captain von Schlickman 's denial of them — appear to be generally accepted as true in 
the Cape Colony. 

The Committee beg respectfully to express a hope that your Lordship will take 
steps to endeavour to bring to justice any British subjects who can be proved to have 
been guilty of participating, either as principals or accessories, in these or similar 
barbarities in the war which is now going on in the neighbourhood of the Transvaal 
Republic. 

^^6 have &/G 
(Signed) ' SAM. GURNEY, President. 

R. N. LESLIE, Treasurer. 
F. W. CHESSON, Secretary. 



No. 152. 

lAetitenant' Governor Sir H. E. Bulwer, K. CM. 6., to the Earl of Carnarvon. — {Received 

December 7.) 

My Lord, Government House, Maritzburg, Natal, October 9, 1876. 

MR. J. F. ABLETT, who arrived last week from the Gold Fields, brought me a 
letter, with inclosures, from the Lydenburg Defence Committee, copy of which, and of a 
letter by me to the Committee, I herewith inclose. I had the advantage of seeing 
Mr. Ablett, and of having a long conversation with him, and T thus obtained a good 
deal of useful information on several matters connected with the present situation in 
that district. 

2. To better illustrate the causes which, it is said, have led to the hostilities between 
the Government of the Transvaal and Sikukuni, I forward two maps* published by Von 
A. Peterman : one in 1873, showing what were, until lately, considered or claimed to be 
the boundaries of the Transvaal Republic; the other in 1876, showing the boundaries 
as apparently now claimed, 

3. The difference between the two is remarkable, and it will be observed that the 
more recent publication includes, as portions of the Transvaal, tlie Swazi country and 
the district claimed both by the Transvaal Government and by the Zulus. The present 
question concerns, however, a slip of country which lies to the north or north-west of 
the town of Lydenburg, and which in the earlier map is distinctly marked as being 
without and beyond the boundary line, but is included as a part of the Transvaal terri- 
tory in the later map. 

It is in this slip of country that Sikukuni lives, and in that part of it which lies 
between the Olifants and the Steelpoort Rivers. 

4. Thirty or forty years ago the Chief of this country and of the country, or of 

* Not printed. 
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some portion of it, now known as the Lydenburg District, was Sekwati, the father o 
Sikufcuni, the Chief of a tribe of Basuto Kafirs. Becoming, however, engaged in wars 
with the Swazi King, he was worsted, and driven back into the broken and less accessible 
districts. 

It was shortly after this that Dutch emigrant farmers trekking northward from the 
Vaal River and Natal arrived in the country, which was afterwards called the Lyden- 
burg District. It was then but thinly inhabited, fear of the Swazies and their own small 
numbers probably preventing any extensive reoccupation by Sekwati's tribe of the land 
out of which they had been driven. The emigrant farmers, liking the country, entered 
into negotiations with the Svvazl King, and obtained from him a concession of it in 
return for 100 head of cattle. This was in 1854. The Boers settled down, and even^ 
tually formed themselves into a community which became the Lydenburg Republic. 
Sekwati meanwhile remained where he had taken refuge. He was probably not sorry 
to have the Boers between him and the powerful Swazi King, and everything went on 
quietly for some years. At length, however, disputes arose between' tKe farmers and 
Sekwati's people, and became so frequent and serious that, to put a stop to them, the 
Lydenburg Volksraad, in October 1857, sent Messrs Niekerk, Cornbrank, and Veator 
to Sekwati. The result of this mission or visit was an arrangement under which it was 
mutually agreed that a line should be fixed across which the Boers should not pass, and 
south of wWch Sekwati, in his turn, would not allow any armed parties of his people 
either to locate themselves or to pass. The line fixed was the Steelpoort River on one 
side, and from Olifant's Kop westward to Olifant^s River. Sekwati further agreed to 
deliver up criminals, runaway servants, and strayed or stolen cattle. 

5. In 1859 the separate State of Lydenburg became part of the Transvaal 
Republic, and in 1861 Sekwati was succeeded by his son Sikukuni. 

6. Whether the arrangement, of November 1857 was of the nature of a Treaty 
made by the Lydenburg Republic with Sekwati as an independent Chief, or of an 
agreement made witli him as a subordinate Chief, is, I understand, one of the questions 
that has been raised ; but it seems certain that until lately the maps of the Transvaal 
have not included Sikukuni's district as part of the Transvaal territory. 

7. The more immediate cause of the present hostilities, however, arose, it would 
seem, out of the conduct of one Johannes, a petty Chief. Johannes was by birth 
connected with Sikukuni, but having become converted to Christianity, he either left or 
was forced to leave the tribe and went to live in the Lydenburg territory at Botsabelo. 
Subsequently, in consequence of some ill-treatment which he considered he had 
received, he removed with a number of followers to the neighbourhood of the Spekboom 
River, north of Lydenburg town. Here he established himself in a situation which is 
described as a natural stronghold, and disputes arising between him and neighbouring 
burghers he was ordered to leave. He refused to go, and eventually asserted a claim to 
the land. It is said that he relied upon Sikukuni for support, and that Sikukuni 
promised him his support, and even sent a message to the Landrost of Lydenburg to 
that efiect. To what extent Sikukuni was implicated in the defiant attitude adopted by 
Johannes is, however, not very clear ; but at all events the Transvaal Government 
claiming to look upon both as rebellious subjects, determined to proceed to force. The 
commando was called out, with which the President proceeded to attack Sikukuni in 
his own country, the ejectment of Johannes from his stronghold on the Spekboom River 
being- left till the arrival of the Swazi contingent. 

8. The Government of the Transvaal, as above stated, has claimed to look upon 
both Sikukuni and Johannes as rebels. Whilst that claim, so far as Sikukuni is concerned, 
has evidently yet to be proved, I should point out, to prevent confusion, that Johannes 
was living in what appears unquestionably to be Transvaal territory, in the Lydenberg 
district proper, and not in the slip of territory on the other side of the Steelpoort River. 

9. From the information I have received respecting the present condition of the 
Lydenburg district, and the situation of the English residents in the district, it would 
seem that at Lydenburg, where the Landrost resides, and which is the principal town of 
the district, the white population numbers about 200, of whom, perhaps, 80 are English. 
The Gold Fields lie forty miles to the north-east of Lydenburg. There is a little town 
at Pilgrim's Rest, and close by a village called Mac Mac, so named from the circumstance 
of its inhabitants being chiefly Scotch. The white population of the Fields numbers 
between 360 and 400 persons, nearly all of whom are English. 

For defensive purposes there is a laager at Lydenburg, and in the earlier part of the 
hostilities 100 men were stationed here by the Government, but these have deserted and 
have not been replaced. At Pilgrim's Rest a laager and a blockhouse have been 
constructed. At Kruger's Post, which lies half way between Lydenburg and the Gold 
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Fields, there is a laager o<2capied by 50 or 60 Boers. The fart at Steelpoort. inriiidi is 
called Burger's Fort, was constnicted a few weeks back and is occupied by the force 
nnder Von Schlickmann. This fort, I should mention, is on the west side of the Steelpoort 
River, the President having purposely caused it to be built on that side in support of 
his claim to Sikukoni's country. A small fort has also been constructed on or near the 
Olifiints River. 

Johannes' stronghold on the Spekboom is still in the hands of his people, though he 
hfnself was killed at the time it was taken by storm by the Swazi contingent The 
Swazis having afterwards retired home in consequence of the conduct of the Transvaal 
force, with which they were oo-operating, the place was abandoned and subsequently 
reoccupied by Johannes' people. 

10. The English community at the Gold Fields has hithwto endeavoured to keep 
itself clear of the hostilities. Some twenty individual members of the community, how* 
ever, have joined the expeditionary forces, especially the force under Von Schlickmann. 
The English comfaiunity, as represented by the Defence Committee, has repudiated all 
connection with these individual members, and has declared that it will not allow them to 
return to the Fields during the continuance of hostiUties, a determination which maj 
possibly involve them in a dispute with President Burgers. Sikukuni having m the 
eariy part of the war disdaimed any cause of qoarrel with the English community, dus 
declaration on his part has been at once a reassurance to the Engli^, and an induce- 
ment to them to keep aloof from the hostilities. As sev^al Engluhmen, however, and 
amongst them some from the Fields, have joined the Transvaal forces under Von Schlick- 
mann, and have taken part in the raids made by that force against the natives in 
Kkukuni^s country (with respect to which I am told that the repcH'ts vviiich have reached 
us of the severities inflicted on natives are in some cases only too well founded), a feeling 
of uneasiness has consequently arisen as to whether Sikukuni will continue to make any 
discrimination in favour of the English. 

11. The apprehensions, however, entertained at the Gold Fields have rather been 
in respect of marauding bodies of natives, who take advantage of the disturbed state of 
the country to commit depredations. There is a large number of Basuto Kafirs living 
about the Drakensberg and near the Gold Fields, who, it would seem, pay tribute both 
to the Transvaal Government and to Sikukimi as the Chief of their tribe ; and it is from 
these and from other natives, as well as from armed bands of Sikukiini's own people, who, 
ance the invasion of his country go about in parties for tlie purpose of seizing cattle and 
other property belonging to the Dutch farmers, that attacks are apprehended ; as, what- 
ever may be the wishes of Sikukuni, these men may not always be under control, and if 
they fail to find cattle to seize from the Dutch farmers, they may possibly plunder the 
English, as happened in Mr. Pettigrue's case, which is reported in the letter from the 
Defence Committee to Sir H. Barkly. On a previous occasion Mr. Pettigrue's cattle 
had been seized, but when it was ascertained that they belonged to an Engl^hman, they 
were nearly all restored ; but on this occasion he was removing towards New Scotland, 
and met one of these roving bands of natives, who were either not disposed to make dis- 
crimination in favour of Mr. Pettigrue because he was English, or could not, as their 
leader averred, be kept in order. There have also been individual cases where English 
farmers have lost their lives or their property. 

One case was that of a Mr. Blake, a farmer at Origstadt, who was attacked, and it 
is feared murdered, but who at any rate has disappeared, and not been heard of. 

Another was that of Mr. Hart, near Pretoria's Kop, on the road to Delagoa Bay, 
who was murdered by Basuto Kafirs. In other instances cattle have been taken, and 
waggons ransacked. Several armed parties of natives have also passed close by the 
Fields, though as yet they have never attacked the community there. To protect th^n- 
^selves from such attacks, and against all contingencies, the English community at the 
Fields have built the fort and laager previously mentioned. 

The women and children have never been removed, as they did not wish to leaver 
.and as the Defence Committee consider the commimity capable of self-defence for some 
dme should it be attacked, though trusting that the occasion may not arise. 

I have, &o. 
(Signed) HENRY BULWER. 



19^1 
Itidogara 1 in Kow 16& 

Sir, Pilgrim^s Rest, September 24, 1876. 

WE have the honour to forward to your Excellency, by the hands of one of our 
members, Mr. J. P. Ablett, who is leaving fbr NTatal, a Tetter addressed to Her Majesty's 
High Commissioners at Cape T6wn, together with a copy of the same, for the information 
of your Excellency, and accompanied by the document appended thereto, whiek hat 
been addressed to the Defence Comaiittee by Mr. R. C. Pettigrue. 

We take this opportunity of introducing Mr. Ablett to your Excellency, and as he 
has taken an active part in tne defensive measures which have been rendered neceseatj 
by recent occurrences, and is thoroughly conversant with all that has taken place,, yowt 
Excellency will be able to gather from him such reiiablc information as you may 

reqtiire^ 

We have, &c 

(For the Def eoce Committee), 

H. Bulwer, (Signed) JOHN TUHTON, Chairman. 

Ac. &o. &c 



^ Inclosure 2 in No. 163. 

Sir, Pilgrim* 8 Rest, September 24, 1876- 

WE have the honour to lay before your Excellency a letter addressed to tfte- 
Defence Committee, giving an account of the seizure of the cattle of, and an attack on, 
two brothers named Pettigrue, who are British subjects belonging: to these Fields. 

From this account, which may be implicitly relied on, as these gentlemen are 
personally well known to us, your Excellency will perceive that although the Kaffr 
Chief Sikukuni disclaims any quarrel with Englishmen, his captains, according to their 
own admissions, are unable to control their men. Moreover, that the Amaswaziff, 
recently called allies of the Transvaal, but now claimed by the President as ** subjects*," 
completed what the Macatese had begun, thus proving that neither the lives nor the 
property of British subjects are safe. 

It has come to the knowledge of the Committee that the President of the Transvaal 
Republic, in replying to your Excellency's despatch, has stated that he did not know 
that the people at the Gold Fields were in any danger, and that if it were so, he was 
ready to send an escort to take us out of the country. 

It is within the knowledge of the Committee that the President has been informed 
by the Gold Commissioner on several occasions that we were in imminent danger; and 
after the refusal of the men on commando to fight when before Sikukuni's town, and 
their return home, it is extremely unlikely that they could be induced to leave their 
farms for the purpose of protecting the people here, whom they regard with anything 
but friendly feeling. Even in Lydenburg, the Boers refused to do escort duty fbr 
Government property ; and it could not be expected that the inhabitants of the Fields 
would consent to leave their property, and with it their means of livelihood. 

"We have, Ac. 
(For the Defence Committee), 

(Signed) JOHN TURTON, Chairman. 

His Excellency Sir Henry Barkly, K.C.M.G., K.C.B., 
Her Majesty's High Commissioner. 



Addenda.^ 

In consequence of the Proclamations issued by your Excellency to the effect that 
British subjects are enjoined not to take any part in the hostilities now going on between 
the Government of the TVansvaal Republic and the Chief Sikukuni, we respectfully 
desire to draw your Excellency's attention to the fact that these Fields are a portion of 
the territory claimed by the (Jhief Sikukuni ; and as Her Majesty's Government hat 
recognized the present war, as being against native tribes in the neighbourhood of the 
Republic, we respectfully sequesk diat your Excellency will be pleased to point out to 
us the line of actiooi to be pursued as British subjects, taking into consideration that the 
Transvaal Government claims the right of " commandeering " for military service any 
resident within the boundaries of the State, and that we are Hable at any moment to be 
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called apon for war contributions and our property seized should we object to pay 
them. 

(Signed) JOHN TURTON, Chairman. 



Inclosure 3 in No. 152. 
Gentlemen, 

I BEG to lay before you the following facts : — 

On the commencement of hostilities between the Transvaal Government and 
Sikukuni, I was living on a farm near the Gold Fields, which 1 had purchased on 
ceasing operations as a digger. That early in July an *' impi " of Basuto Kafirs came 
across ray farm, with a lot of Dutchmen's cattle, and immediately began to drive my 
cattle together. I remonstrated with them, saying I was an Englishman, and under- 
stood that Secocoeni had no quarrel with the English, and after some parley they 
returned my cattle, with the exception of six. 

After this, not feeling secure, my brother and I removed with our cattle to Macamac, 
from which place forty head of cattle was taken, and the house in which we had resided 
was sacked. 

We then left for New Scotland, travelling on the borders of Swaziland, when, on 
Thursday morning, the 14th September, being about fifty miles from our destination, 
my brother saw a Kafir impi coming. We immediately ran to the cart, and hid away 
some things. By this time they were upon us, some sixty or seventy in number, and 
commenced filring. My brother stood and called out " We are Englishmen,** and the 
captain immediately ordered them to stop firing. They then commenced inquiring as to 
why we had left Macamac, and where the Boers' cattle were, and said they wanted to 
kill all the Boers this side of the Komatie, and take the cattle. Sikukuni's son was 
with the impi. 

f said we did not leave Macamac for fear of Sikukuni, but from fear of Kafirs in that 
neighbourhood, and they repeated that question, and remarked that they had taken an 
Englishman's cattle at Macamac, and returned them. They asked if that was me. 

I said yes. I said, *' Your boys are taking away my cattle. How am I to live ?" 

The captain replied, '* What can I do ? The boys will have them. Sikukuni will 
be very angry. 1 can't control them, I see your cattle are not Dutchman's, and 
Sikukuni will see they have an English brand on them. Come to Sik-ukuni. You will 
recognize me then." ' 

I replied I would go to Sikukuni, and ask him for my cattle. 

Just then a fresh lot of Kafirs arrived, and one of those w-ho were standing by 
jumped out and stabbed my brother on the back. We both ran about twenty yards, 
turned round, and shouted/ "We are Englishmen.*' They then fired upon us. My 
brother ran over a kranty to avoid falling into their hands. I continued running for a 
distance of three or four miles, followed by a number of Kafirs, who from time to time 
fired at us. Eventually they gave up the pursuit, and 1 fell in with a Dutchman's 
waggon about 4 o'clock in the afternoon. Of the hospitality shown me by the occupants 
of the waggon the less said the better. 

The following morning I left for the kraal of a brother of Sikukuni (a refugee in 
.Swaziland), whose hospitality bore a strong contrast with that shown by the Boers the 
previous afternoon. He furnished me with Kafirs to assist me in looking for my 
^brother. 

Arriving at the cart the following morning, I found an *' impi *' of Amaswazis, who 
had gathered together the weak cattle left by the Basutos, killed them, broken up the 
cart for fuel, and, in fact, took all the cattle had left. I asked them. " Why have you 
thus broken my cart?" They said I had no oxen; the cart was no use to me. I 
replied I could get other oxen and remove my cart; whereupon they jumped up and 
shook their assegais and shields in a threatening manner. The captain of the party 
took me by the arm and said, " Come away, ' Baas,' and look for your brother." I at 
once took the hint, not wishing to be embroiled in a quarrel with them. 

On arrival at Percy, Hope, and Co.'s store, Komatie, I am glad to say I found 
my brother, whose wound had been attended to, and was not so dangerous as I had 
ieared. 

I estimate my loss in cattle and goods to be 2,050Z. 

I xemaini &o. 
(Signed) ROBERT PETTIGRUE. 
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Inclosure 4 in No. 162. 

Sir, Oavemment House, Maritzburg, Natal, October 10, 1876. 

MR. ABLETT brought me your letter of the 24th ultimo, covering copy of one 
addressed by you to his Excellency Sir H. Barkly, which you were good enough to send 
for my information. 

I had previously received, also, and had not failed to give my careful consideration 
to, your letter of the 4th ultimo. 

I am very glad to have had this opportunity of seeing Mr. Ablett, who has in the 
most obliging manner given me much informrtion upon several matters connected with 
the present state of affairs in the Lydenburg district, and with the situation of the 
English community at the Gold Fields. 

You are aware that I wrote to the President on the subject of the communication 
that passed between us in August. My letter was laid before the Raad, and published ; 
but I am not aware whether his Honour's reply was published, and I therefore send 
you copy of that portion which refers to the representations you made to me. The 
intelligence which by every succeeding post reached this Colony after the date of my 
former letter to you was so far reassuring that it led me to trust that the crisis which 
appeared imminent after tlie defeat ot the commando in its attack upon Secocceni's 
stronghold had passed away, for a time at least ; and Her Majesty's High Commissioner 
having, as you are aware, sent a communication to the Government of the Transvaal 
offering mediation, there was some reason to hope that a settlement of the present 
difficulty might be attained without a renewal of the hostilities. 

The more recent information received from the Transvaal is less reassuring. 1 am 
extremely concerned at this, and I may assure you that I shall lose no opportunity that 
may offer itself for the exercise of my good offices in case of necessity. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) HENRY BULWER, Lieutenant-Governor. 

John Turton, Esq., 

Chairman of the Lydenburg Defence Committoe. 



Inclosure 6 in No. 152. 
Extract from Letter from President Burgers to Sir H. Bulwer, dated September 13, 1876. 

IN reference to the Sikukuni matter, I am happy to say that there is every 
prospect of a successful suppression of the rebellion, which will, I sincerely hope, tend 
to secure peace for the future and prevent the recurrence of such disturbances. 

I regret to learn from your Excellency's letter that British subjects at the Gold 
Fields should consider themselves and their properties in any danger, particularly as no 
complauit of that kind has reached me direct. 

This Government is quite prepared to render such assistance as circumstances will 
permit, to foreigners as well as to citizens ; and should any subjects of Her British 
Majesty's Government desire to have a safe escort from the place of danger, I shall have 
great pleasure in giving orders for the provision of such an escort. 

No. 153. 

lAeutenant' Governor Sir H. E. Bulwer ^ K.C.M.G., to the Earl of Carnarvon. — {Received 

December 6.) 

My Lord, Government House, Maritzburg^ Natal, October 11, 1876. 

THE intelligence received yesterday from Lydenburg is up to the 3rd instant, and 
is to the effect that a large body of natives had made a demonstration against the 
Steelpoort Fort. A number of cattle and horses belonging to the fort were captured 
by them ; but a party from the fort having sallied out in pursuit, succeeded, though with 
the loss of two of their number in the encounter, in retaking the horses and some of the 
cattle. An advance was at the same time made upon the fort by about 200 natives, but 
they were kept back by the heavy fire from a cannon which was brought to bear on 

them. 

2. The news of this demonstration seems to liave caused a panic at Lydenburg, and 
messenger was sent off to Pretoria for assistance. On the 2nd instant a public 
1*53) 2 C 
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meeting was held at Lydenburg, at which it was resolved to address a Memorial to the 
Government at Pretoria on the subject of the present situation of the country. 

3. I inclose a report of what passed at the meeting and a copy of the Memorial 
which it was resolved to present to the Government 

I have &G 
(Signed) ' HENRY BULWER. 



Inclosure 1 in No. 153. 

ON Monday afternoon, tlie 2nd October, a public meeting was held to discuss '* tlic 
situation," and to decide on. the course wliich the people of this district should adopt 
with regard to the hostilities with Sikukuni. The meeting was well attended. 
Mr. P. J. Coetzee, member of the Volksraad, was voted to the chair. The actions of the 
Government and of the Volksraad were pretty freely criticized, and generally condemned. 
The maintenance of the fort was considered impracticable, and for the purpose of 
border defence useless. It was suggested that the people here should insist on the 
Government accepting tlie kind offices of the British Government to bring this war to an 
end, and that in the meantime a deputation should go to Sikukuni, and arrange for a 
pro tern, cessation of hostilities, but it was negatived when it was pointed out by the 
Landdrost that we had no authority to remove the men stationed on the Fields hero, and 
that we were therefore not in a position to guarantee an armistice. The feeling of the 
meeting was decidedly in favour of British intervention in Sikukuni's matter, and it was 
justly said that the time for a false and sentimental pride was passed when the knife was, 
so to say, at our throats. The opinion of the meeting, too, was that the British 
Government had acted in a most friendly manner, and that the memory of old grievances 
should not make us so unreasonable and unjust as to attribute unfriendly motives to a 
bond fide offer to help us in our hour of need ; and it was said too (by an Africander) 
that Che people of the central districts who were opposed to British aid might rave as 
they liked about the independence of the State, but we could not believe in their 
sincerity while they were content to sit at home at ease, and calmly leave their fellow- 
citizens, who were in extreme jeopardy, to their fate. People here had been in laager 
since March, and were now without food. We could not at night guard the town 
properly for lack of men. All those who could get away had left to seek safety. 
Several men who could not get away themselves have sent their wives and children 
away, and it was high time that the Government should be urged, as strongly as we 
could urge it, to accept the offers made by the High Commissioner, Sir Henry Barkly, 
and the Governor of Natal, Sir Henry Bulwer. We wished to recognize our own 
Government and to act through it in these matters, but we must let it be understood that 
we want protection, and that if the means at its disposal are inadequate thereto, of which 
our own experience has given full proof, the aid which has been offered must be 
accepted. 

It was finally resolved to petition the Government, and a Committee, consisting of 
Messrs. P. J. Cotzer, M. V. R. C. Viljoen, R. T. N. James, Rev. S. G. Kreil, 
A. F. Jansen, H. Robins, and L. H. E. Steyn, was nominated to frame a petition and 
submit it to an adjourned meeting on Tuesday, the 3rd instant. 

On Tuesday afternoon the Comnaittee submitted the result of their labours to the 
public, and, an additional clause having been approved, the following petition was 
passed unanimously, and immediately signed by those present. Mr. T. Niekerk was 
dispatched to Kruger's Post therewith, for the purpose of giving the good folks there an 
opportunity of signing it. 



Inclosure 2 in No. 153. 
(Translation.) 

To the Honourable the President and the Members of the Volksraad, Pretoria. 

Honourable Gentlemen, 

WE, the undersigned burghers of this district, seeing that matters in connactieQ 
with the war with Sikukuni are daily becoming more complicated, our positi(»k more 
critical, and having looked in vain for help and for the fulfilment of the promises made 
by his Honour the State President whilst at Lydenburg, resolved at a meeting wlach 
was held yesterday to present a memorial to the Government, with a respectful request 
that the same be well considered and that assistance be speedily afforded. We are con- 
strained to make the following representations : — 
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There are at present only about forty able-bodied men in Lydenburg, and it is 
alone attributable to Providence that everything has not been burnt and devastated 
by our enemies. 

The assistance promised us has not been aflforded, iand lately no effort has been 
made by the Government to stop the war. 

The majority of the people have had to leave their farms and have lost their 
cattle; having thus been ruined^ cannot remain any longer in the laager, and are 
removing. 

This is the case with the Crocodile River laager^ and ere long will be the case with 
the laagers at Kruger's Post and Lydenburg. 

An attack by the Kafirs will inevitably result in the murder of our families, to 
say nothing of the destruction of our property. 

We therefore request the Government candidly to let us know whether it intends 
to do aught to this district, and if not, or if it is not in a position to do anything, to 
let us know, so that we may adopt some measures for our own preservation. 

We are surprised to notice that Confederation with the British Power, so nobly 
offered, was not accepted, inasmuch as we have all to gain and nothing to lose thereby ; 
the more as it continually appears that the Grovernment is not in a position to 
properly protect us, as is evident from the unpunished incendiarisms and theivings by 
the Kafirs. 

If no other measures can be devised to quell the disturbance, we desire that the 
Government proceed to request the intervention of some other Power, and at the same 
time to propose to Sikukuni a cessation of hostilities till it shall be proved that the 
territory he claims lawfully belongs to us. 

We regard the fort at Steelpoort as of little or no use, seeing that the men occupying 
it are too few in number to answer the purpose for which they have been placed there, 
as also that they will be unable to prevent the Kafirs from sowing and reaping as usual, 
and from cattle-lifting, when so disposed, or even for any length of time to hold the fort 
against the enemy ; further, because horses cannot live in that locality ; that there is not 
a sufficient number of men available here to escort provisions, and now strong patrols 
are needed ; and that even now the people in the fort are dissatisfied with the treatment 
they have experienced from the Government, 

Tl^re are reasons why it seems impossible that the fort can be upheld, and we 
therefore request that these persons return to serve as a border police for our protection 
and safety, and that they be employed in* keeping open the roads and highways to the 
Gold Fields, that trade may not be cut off, which calamity would greatly increase the 
general confusion ; for unless some assistance be rendered to the people of Kruger's 
Post, all communication with the Gold Fields will cease ; and as the Crocodile River 
laager has already broken up, it will be impossible to carry on traffic with Natal. 

We cannot refrain from expressing our dissatisfaction at the deliberations of the 
Volksraad, which, instead of aiming at the suppression of hostilities, appear to have been 
spent upon matters which are passed, and which cannot be remedied. 

We are surprised that no exception has been made in favour of the inhabitants of 
this district with regard to the tax that has been levied, seeing that it has been so fear- 
fully ravaged by the war ; nearly all the cattle have been stolen ; the farmers have been 
unable to plough and sow, and have been precluded from all means of making a liveli- 
hood* We therefore request that we be spared all trouble with regard to this tax, and 
that no measures will be attempted to force us to pay it. 

We are all willing to contribute towards the maintenance of our Government, but 
if we are not enabled by its protection to preserve our property from destruction and to 
provide for our daily wants, it is unreasonable that we should be required to contribute 
towards its support. 

To give the Government some idea of the losses sustained by this district, it has 
been calculated that property to the amount of 30,000/. has already been lost, to say 
nothing of the indirect consequences which we have suffered from the war. Hoping that 
these representations may secure the consideration of your Honour and the Volksraad, 
and anticipating an immediate reply, we remaui, &c. 

With, &c. 
(Signed by the Member of the Volksraad for Lydenburg, the 
Landdrost, and about 150 inhabitants of the district ; in 
fact, the whole of the remaining population, without 
exception.) 

Lydenburg^ October 3, 1876. 

(463) 2 C 2 , 
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No. 154. 

LieutenanUOovemor Sir H. JS. BulweVy K.C.M.O., to the Earl of Carnarvon. — (Received 

December 7.) 

My Lord, Government House, Maritzburg, Natal, October 12, 1876. 

I SEND copy of an interesting report by Mr. Osborn, Resident Mag^istrate at 
Newcastle, on the state of affairs in the Transvaal Republic and on the policy of the 
Transvaal Republic towards the native tribes around them, by which cessions of land 
are frequently obtained from native chiefs. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) HENRY BULWER. 



Inclosure in No. 154. 
Minute. 

Resident Magistrate's Office, Newcastle, September 22, 1876. 

IJHAVE the honour to state, in reference to the war between the Transvaal 
Republic and the Chief Sikukuni, that, so far as I have been able to ascertain, no 
further action has been taken by the Boers since their retreat on the occasion of their 
attack upon Sikukuni's town. It appears that the Government of the Republic have 
lost all control over its subjects. The latter disregard its orders and openly refuse to 
muster again as a commando. Only three weeks ago the field-cornets of Wakkerstroom 
district, by order of the Government, endeavoured to raise a contingent of 100 men, 
and failed, the men refusing direct to go to the front. A like result has, I am 
informed and believe, obtained in other districts of the Republic where similar demands 
were made by the authorities. 

The present action of the Republic appears not to be of an aggressive nature, 
but the Government is doing all it can to prevent inroads of the natives into its territory 
by way of reprisal. The Boers have, I believe, postponed further aggressive measures 
against the natives until May next, on account of the unhealthiness of Sikukuni's 
country in the summer, especially for horses. At the same time a good deal of raiding 
goes on from both sides ; in these the natives are most successful in capture of stock, and 
the Boers in killing their enemies. 

From all I have been able to learn, it seems that the natives have no wish to 
prosecute the war or to avail themselves of advantages derived by them since its com- 
mencement. Their only desire appears to be left unmolested in the possession of their 
land, which the Boers are endeavouring to deprive them of. 

I would point out here that this war arose solely out of dispute about land. The 
Boers — as they have done before in other cases and are still doing — encroached by 
degrees upon native territory, commencing by obtaining permission to graze stock upon 
portions of it at certain seasons of the year j followed by individual graziers obtaining 
from native headmen a sort of right or license to squat upon certain defined portions, 
ostensibly in order to keep other Boer squatters away from the same land. These 
licenses, temporarily extended as friendly or neighbourly acts by unauthorised headmen, 
after a few seasons of occupation by the Boer construed by him as title, and his 
permanent occupation ensues. Damage for trespass is levied by him upon the very 
men from whom he obtained right to squat, to which the natives submit out of fear 
of the matter reaching the ears of the paramount Chief, who would, in all probability, 
severely punish them for opening the door to encroachment by the Boer. After a 
while, however, the matter comes to a crisis, in consequence of the incessant disputes 
between the Boers and the natives ; one or other of the disputants lay the case before 
the paramount Chief, who, when hearing both parties, is literally frightened with violence 
and threats by the Boer into granting him the land. Upon this the usual plan followed 
by the Boer is at once to collect a few neighbouring Boers, including a field cornet, 
or even an acting provisional field cornet, appointed by the field cornet or 
provisional cornet, the latter to represent the Government, although without instruc- 
tions authorising him to act in the matter. A fevy cattle are collected among them- 
selves, which the party takes to the Chief, and his signature is obtained to a written 
instrument alienating to the Republican Boers a large slice of or all his territory. The 
contents of this document are, so far as I can make out, never clearly or intelligbly 
explained to the Chief who signs it, and accepts of the cattle under the impression that 
it is all in settlement of hire for the grazing licenses granted by his headmen. 

This, I have no hesitation in saying, is the usual method by which the Boers obtain 
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what they call cessions to them of territories by native Chiefs. In Sikuknni's case^ tliey 
allege that his father, Sikwato^ ceded to them the whole of his territory (hundreds of 
square miles) for 100 head of cattle ! 

It will be remembered that about fifteen months ago the Transvaal Government sent 
their delegates with a commando of several hundred men to Swaziland ostensibly with 
no hostile intention. The real object of this large force being sent there I could not at 
the time clearly ascertain. It has since transpired, however, that the delegates entered 
into some Treaty with the Swazi King by which the latter ceded, it is said, the whole 
of Swaziland to the Boer Republic, for what consideration I have been unable lo learn. 
It is plain, however, that the commando was sent with the view of awing the Chief, 
and thus indirectly or rather directly coercing him into agreeing to the demands. 

President Burgers, in his speech at the late opening of the Volksraad (Special 
Session), asserts that Swaziland forms part of the Republic. 

His Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor will doubtless perceive that this encroach- 
ing policy of the Transvaal Republic is fraught with danger to the peace of the 
whole of South Africa. The natives, being constantly deprived of their territories, will 
sooner or later be induced to make common cause against the white man, to save them- 
selves from an extermination for want of land. 

* 

I have to state here that since the commencement of the war between the Boers and 
Sikukuni^ Cetywayo, the Zulu King, has had, and still has, several of his most able 
captains stationed in Sikukuni's head-quarters to watch events ; and reports are sent to 
him weekly by special runners. He and Sikukuni are on very friendly terms, and 
should the latter sustain any serious reverse in the present struggle, I believe the 
former will send him a contingent in aid against the Boers. 

The Ama Swazi are quiet at present. 

The Zulu King lately granted permission to two regiments of middle-aged men ta 
marry. These were, however, rejected by the girls on the ground that the men were 
too old, upon which the King ordered that those girls who refused to marry the soldiers 
were to be put to death. Several girls were killed in consequence, some fled into this- 
Colony, others into the Transvaal Republic. 

(Signed) M. OSBORN, Resident Magistrate. 

The Eon. the Secretary for Native Affairs. 

No. 155. 

Lieutenant Governor Sir H. E. Bulwer, K.C.M.G., to the Earl of Carnarvon, — (Received 

December 7.) 

My Lord, Government House, Maritzburg, Natal, October 12, 1876. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit a copy of a letter which I have received from 
President Burgers in acknowledgment of my letter of the 11th September, copy of which 
was forwarded to your Loi:dship with my despatch of the 2 1st September.* 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) HENRY BULWER'. 



Inclosure in No. 155. 

Sir, Government House, Pretoria, September 20, 1876. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Excellency's letter of the \ltct 
September last, and in reply desire to thank your Excellency for the renewed assurance 
of your friendly co-operation for the maintenance of peacie. 

I have already expressed to your Excellency my sincere desire to suppress, as soon 
as possible, the rebellion of Sikukuni, and I trust your Excellency will agree with me 
that it would be most suicidal of this Government to allow such insubordination to go. 
unpunished, besides, it would be a most unjustifiable act towards our neighbouring States, 
as there can be no doubt that such insubordination would in that case not confine itself 
to the Republic. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) THOS. BURGERS, State President. 

By order, 
(Signed) Swart, State Secretary. 

His Excellency Sir Henry Bulwer, K.C.M.G., 
lieutenant-Govemor, Natal. 

* No. 121. 
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No. 156. 

I 

Lieutenant' Governor Sir H. E. Bulwer, K.C.M.G.y to the Earl of Carnarvon. — (Received 

December 7.) 

My Lord, Government House, Maritzhurg, Natal, October' 13, 1876. 

IN my despatch of the 6th September* 1 informed your Lordship that, in 
consequence of some words which Cetywayo had used in the answer he gave to a 
message I had sent him, and which seemed to indicate an uneasy and warlike feeling, I 
had felt it necessary to send him another message, copy of which I transmitted for 
your Lordship's information. 

The messengers who took my message did not return here till the 9th instant, 
having been detained some time at the King's kraals before they were admitted to an 
audience. 

I inclose the statement of the messengers, with the Zulu King's reply, which 
appears satisfactory, and as indicating a desire not to take any action that would be 
opposed to the wishes of this Government. 

The messengers, I am told, report that, though there have been large numbers of 
guns purchased lately from Delagoa Bay, they did not observe any preparations for 
war otherwise. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) HENRY BULWEE. 



Liclosure in No. 156. 

Reply of Cetywayo y King of the Zulus, to a Message from his Excellency the Lieutenant- 
Governor of Natal, conveyed by Ulujile and Umhlana. 

" YOU will convey my thanks to his Excellency die Lieutenant-Governor of Natal 
for the kind words he has sent to me by you. 

" I am not aware that I have ever done anything which would be thought wrong by 
or contrary to the wishes of the Natal Government. 

" The English nation is a just and peace-loving one, and I look upon the English 
people as my fathers. I shall not do anything outside of their Government, 

*^ I cannot understand, though now I am a King, as from the time tlie Zulus became 
a nation it has been the custom or law to wash spears after the death of a King, and I 
have not washed mine." 

Cetywayo could not see us till a fortnight after our arrival, but showed us great 
kindness, giving us a beast to kill, and presenting us with three head of cattle each. 

We heard that the King was causing some of the Zulus to be killed on account of 
disobeying his orders respecting the marriage of girls, and we saw large numbers of 
cattle which had been taken as fines ; otherwise the land was quiet. 

Taken before me, 
(Signed) FKED. B. EYNNEY, 

Interpreter to the Natal Government. 

October 9, 1876. 



No. 167. 

Lieutenant-Governor Sir H. E. Bulwer, K.C.M.G., to the Earl of Carnarvon. — (Received 

December 7.) 

My Lord, Government House, Maritzburg, Natal, October 13, 1876. 

IN the course of last month a report reached this Government that the Zulus had 
been putting to death numbers of girls and young men who had disobeyed the King and 
broken the Zulu laws of marriage. 

2. It appears that, according to an old custom, the King at certain periods autho- 
rizes certain regiments to marry girls of a particular age, the girls being obliged to 
marry into these regiments whether they wish to do so or not ; and in conformity with 
this custom the King, some months ago, at the festival of the "first fruits," authorized 
the '* Nhlouhlo " and the ^'Hloko '* regiments to marry. 

* No. 106. 
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To avoid compnkory marriages with men of these regiments, various devices were 
resorted to by marriageable girls and by their relatives and lovers. 

The King, on the deceptions being discovered, ordered, so it was reported, large 
numbers of girls and others connected with them to be killed, and their bodies to be 
placed across the higli roads, in order that travellers might see the King's displeasure at 
the laws being broken. 

3, When the report reached this Government, the messengers whom I had sent to 
Cetywayo on the mission referred to in my despatch of this date* were still in Zulu- 
Land^ and I thought it would be well to await their return and hear what they had 
to say in corroboration of this report or otherwise. 

But the report being confirmed from other sources, and the messengers not 
returning, I decided to send at once a message (copy of which is herewith inclosed) to 
Cetywayo on the subject of the report, reminding him of what had passed between him 
and the Representative of the G-overnment (Sir T. Shepstone) on the occasion of his 
installation as King, and expressing a hope that I might learn from him that the reports 
which had reached me were incorrect. 

4. I have not yet received the answer to this message, but the messengers who took 
my former message to the Zulu King, and who returned on the 9th instant, state that they 
heard that some of the people were being killed on account of disobeying the King's orders 
respecting the marriage of girls, and they themselves saw large numbers of cattle which 
had been taken as fines, whilst from another source I hear that some of the parents of 
the girls who had been killed had brought destruction on themselves and their families 
by burying the exposed bodies of their children. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) HENRY BULWER. 



Inclosure ih No. 157. 

Message from his Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor of Natal to Cetywayo, King of the 

Zulu country. 

THE Lieutenant-Governor of Natal has heard with concern from various sources 
that many men and young women have been lately put to death in Zulu-Land, it is 
.said, by order of Cetywayo. 

The Lieutenant-Governor hopes to hear from Cetywayo that these reports are 
incorrect, believing as he does that Cetywayo remembers and is guided by the words 
spoken and the counsel given to him and the Zulu nation by the Representative of this 
Government at his (Cety wayo's) installation as King. 

The Lieutenant-Governor therefore finds it difficult to believe that such acts have 
taken place in Zulu-land, or, if they have taken place, that they have taken place by 
Cetywayo's orders, and he looks forward to Cety wayo's reply in great hope of a satisfiStc- 

tory explanation. 

By command of his Excellency, 

(Signed) J. W. SHEPSTONE, 

Acting Secretary for Native Affairs. 
Office of Secretary for Natvoe Affairs, Natal, 

October 3, 1876. 



No. 168. 

lAeutenant'Govemor Sir H. E. Bulv^er, K.C.M.G., to the Earl of Camarvon.-^iReceived 

December 7.) 

My Lord, Government House, Maritzburg, Natal, October 20, 1876. 

WITH reference to my despatches of the 29th September and of the 6th October,! 
I have the honour to inclose copies of a despatch received by me from Sir H. Barkly 
and of my despatch in reply, dated the 6th instant. 

2. On the same day further instructions were sent from the Native Department 
here to the Magistrates at the Ixopo and Ipolela districts, and two confidential and 
trustworthy natives were idsa fiisip^^lifif^ to the southern borders of this Colony, in the 

• No. 156. t Nos. 126 and 127. 
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immediate neighbourhood of the district in Griqua-Land said to be disaffected, in order 
that the Government might obtain through these means early and reliable information as 
to what might be passing in that country, and as to the state of feeling among the 
natives ; and I now forward herewith, for your Lordship's information, copies of the 
following Reports and Statements which have been since received from the Magistrates 
of the districts referred to, namely : — 

(1). Resident Magistrate, Ixopo, to Secretary for Native Affairs, i2th October, 
1876. 

(2). Administrator of Native Law, Ipolela^ to Secretary for Native Affairs, 
12th October, 1876. 

(3). Statement made by G , a native policeman, to Mr. Holman, 12th October, 

1876. 

(4). Administrator of Native Law, Ipolela, to Secretary for Native Affairs, 
16th October, 1876. 

(5). Statement made by S , confidential native, 15th October, 1876. 

(6). Statement made by T , 15tli October, 1876. 

3. The Statements 5 and 6 would show the existence of vague rumours as to a 
possible conflict between the white and' black races in South Africa ; and it will be 
noticed that communications have been passing between the Zulus, the Basutos, and the 
Pondos. We know also that the Zulus have been in communication with Sikukuni. 

Mr. John Shepstone, the Acting Secretary for Native Affairs, is, however, of opinion 
that matters are not so serious as represented in these statements, as it is not unusual for 
native Chiefs throughout South-Eastern Africa to exchange ideas, not only for the 
purpose of ascertaining how each is disposed towards his neighbours, but to inform 
themselves generally as to what is passing in neighbouring countries, though of course 
this intercommunication necessarily acquires more importance at this time, and may be 
productive of mischief, though it does not necessarily indicate mischief. 

4. I inclose a Report by the Acting Secretary, and copy of a letter received by him 
irom Oaptain Blyth, dated the 17th instant. 

I have oLG 

(Signed) ' HENRY BULWER. 



Inclosure 1 in No. 158. 

•Sir, Government House, Cape Tovm, September 28, 1876. 

I DEEM it my duty to forward, for your Excellency's information, copy of a 
message received by telegraph, \ik King William's Town, from Captain Blyth, the 
Resident Magistrate of Griqua-Land East, reporting that armed resistance to the law 
had been made by the followers of a petty Basuto Chief in the neighbourhood of 
Natatiel. 

2. The circumstance acquires gravity from the supposition that such resistance was 
prompted by Neheraiah Moshesh, whose intrigues for the purpose of forming a 
combination among the Kafirs against the whites have been so much talked of. 

3. A detachment of fifty men of the Frontier Armed and Mounted Police has been 
at once ordered forward from the Umtata to aid Captain Blyth in asserting the authority 
of this Government, and in punishing those by whom it has been opposed. 

4. This reinforcement was necessary, as the force at Kokstadt had been reduced to 
about thirty men, whom it might not be expedient to detach on the ser\ ice in question, 
in case of concert existing between the Basutos and the knot of discontented Griquas or 
other native tribes on that side of the country. 

5. Captain Blyth will, of course, communicate with the Magistrate of Alfred 
•County if there should be the slightest chance of disturbance near the Natal frontier, 
and I am confident that Major Giles will co-operate with him in maintaining tranquillity. 

I have &G 
(Signed) ' HENRY BARKLY, 

Oovemor and High Commissioner. 
His Excellency Sir Henry Bulwer, K.O.M.G., 
&c. &c. &€• 
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Inclosure 2 in No. 158. 

Telegram from Inspector Chalmers, F.A.M.P., Eomgha, to the Secretary for Native Affairs, 

Cape Town. 

I HAVE been requested to send following by Captain Blyth, under date 
22nd instant : — 

*' A serious affair has taken place in the Matatiel district. Some Basutos refused to 
come to the oflSce, and assaulted messenger. As I was in district I went to kraal with 
Mr. Liefeldt, Sub-Inspector O'Connor, and a few Frontier Armed and Mounted Police, 
Headmen were fully armed among the rocks near the kraal, cattle sent to mountains, 
and women in caves. They refused to lay down their arms when ordered by me, 
pointing their guns at full cock at us. They were about twenty-five men, and in very 
strong position ; that I should have lost several men in taking them prisoners. The 
men state they are Nehemiah Moshesh's men. Some Basutos of the Chief Maqim 
supportinij the movement. A force of about fifty Frontier Armed and Mounted Police 
should be sent at once, as it will be necessary to leave men at Kokstadt. Immediate 
steps should be taken. Please give full particulars." 



Inclosure 3 in No. 158. 

Sir, Oovemment House, Maritzburg^ Natal, October 6, 1876. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch of the 
28th ultimo, informing me of the report which your Excellency has received from 
Captain Blyth of an armed resistance that had been made to the law by the followers of 
a petty Basuto Chief near Matatiel, in Griqua-Land East, and which there was reason 
to think had been prompted by Nehemiah Moshesh. 

On the 29th ultimo I foi'warded to your Excellency copy of such report of the 
circumstances as had reached us through our Resident Magistrate in Alfred County, and 
I now inclose copy of a further report received from him, stating that he had heard from 
Captain Blyth on the subject on the 30th September. 

Instructions have been given to our Magistrates at the Ixopo and Ipolela to keep 
themselves carefully informed of what is passing on and about the border between this 
Colony and Griqua-Land, and to furnish this Government immediately, and from time to 
time, with all the information they may obtain, so that we may take such steps as may 
appear necessary. 

* I have, &c. 

(Signed) HENRY BULWER; 

Lieutenant' Oovemor. 
His Excellency Sir Henry Barkly, G.C.M.G., K.O.B,, 

&c. &c. &c. 



Inclosure 4 in No. 158. 



Minute. 

Ixopo, October 12, 1876. 
I HAVE the honour to report, for the information of his Excellency the Lieutenant- 
Governor, that the messengers with your Minutes of the 6th instant, and inclosures, 
arrived here late on the night of the 9th, and on the following morning proceeded to 
the vicinity of East Griqua-Land. 

2. There has not been time to have received any report from them yet, as they 
have proceeded up the Umzimkulu River, passing Dronk Vlei where the Headman 
Umqundane is settled, and on to the great and little Ingwagwane rivers opposite. to 
the seat of the disturbance, to obtain information from the natives under the Headman 
Maraule, who are likely to be as well informed as any to what is happening in the upper 
part of East Griqua-Land. 

3. I have been informed since their departure, through another source, since 
confirmed by a recent arrival from Kokstadt, that the natives who resisted the authority 
of the Magistrate of the Matatiyela district, finding that Nehemiah their Chief would 
not support them, have sent in Mord by some of their number acknowledging the 
wrongfulness of their acts, and expressing their willingness to submit to the imposition 
of a fine ; that the Magistrate of the district informed them that they must give in 

(463) 2 
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their submission unconditionally and be prepared to allow the law to take its course ; 
and that the detachment of police sent for had arrived at Kokstadt, bringing up the 
force there to about 100 men, a portion of which, with Captain Bl} th, intending to tnove 
into the Matatiyela district in a few days. 

4. The disturbance is not generally known amongst the natives of this division, and 
its effect, if it extends at all, will be most likely in the opposite direction, arid riot 
tpwards Natal, there being little intercourse and sympathy between the tribe fo wliich 
the refractory natives belong and any on this side of the border, 

(Signed) H. CAMPBELL, Resident Magistrate. 

To the Hon. the Acting Secretary for Native Affairs. 



Inclosure 6 in No. 158. 

Ipolela, October 12, 1876. 
PREVIOUS to the receipt of your Confidential letter of the 6th instant, T sent a 
messenger to the Indawana River, the southern border of the Colony, to see and hear 
what was going on in that neighbourhood ; lie lias just returned, and I inclose his state- 
ment for his Excellency's information. 

I have dispatched another man to that neighbourhood, who will return in a few 
days, and any information he may return ivith I will forward also. 

The njessengers mentioned in your Minute of the 6th instant have not as yet 
arrived. Tliey delivered the letter to the Resident Magistrate Ixopo, who forwarded it 
with a messenger from his office. , ^ _ 

(Signed) G. B. itOLltAN, 

Administrator of Native LaiB, 
To the ri-on. the Secretary for Native Affairs, 

Natal. 



Inclosure 6 in No. 158. 
Statement of the Messenger referred to. 

^ Ipolela, October 12, 1876. 

I WAS sent on last Saturday, the 7th October, to go up along the borders as far 
as where the Indanwana River comes out of the Drakenberg to hear and see what was 
going on along the border. When I got to the kraal of Sondonde, at the junction of 
the Ingwagwane and Indanwana, I met Nosityada, son of Mussini, who lives in Griqua- 
Land East, just across the border, who told me that the Basutu had had a meeting^ that 
the Magistrate had sent to arrest a man for assaulting a woman, and that the Batiitiis 
would not let the police have the man, and said they would fight, and that the Magistrate 
went personally and they resisted him also,- and that the authorities had sent off for an 
army (impi) which the Basutus were expecting daily, and Nosityada said that the 
Basutus had met and said they would fight. This is all I could get from Nosityada. I 
then went on to the kraal of Sandeli, who lives within a few miles of a number of 
Ba«utu kraals that are in Griqua-Land under a missionary native named Mukei. 
Sandeli said he had been to visit Umkei's people as usual, as they ar^ neighbours, and that 
while there the men were talking of what had happened, at the Matatiel, and said the 
men said there would be a fight, but they, the men of Umkei, would have nothing to 
do with the affair; they belonged to the Government and would take no part in the 
matter ; the young men said that they would all go and help the Basutus against the 
English ; they are now only waiting for the impi the white man has sent for, which they 
are daily expecting. 

There are only a few kraals on the border near tn^lanwana. While up there I 
found a Basuto kraal of Umkei's people had built on the Natal side of the border. 

(Signed) -^ . 

Before me, 
(Signed) G. B. Holman, Administrator of Native Law. 






203 

IiWJiosui'c 7 in ^0. 158. 

Ipolela, October 16, 1876. 
i HAVE the bonpvu to inpjp^p two statenients uiaide bpfore me relative to the 

aflUirs in Gifiqua-Land, one ))y your nies$<*ngpr , the other is by the man from 

whom Umqj.indaue gained his information which he gave your messengers. 

Thfl messengers frqm Qoyernirient have gon^ on to the Undanwana, the borders of 
the Colppy, on whicj) there ar^ sqmie Bi^sutos belonging to a Headman named Umkei 

livings to pbtaio any inform^tiqi) they can. 

1 was informed by sopae natives and by Umqundana that Mr. ponald Strachan ha4 
proceeded in the direction of the Jnsingini oji this way to Basuto-Land with a party 
of natives, and that he slept l*st night at the Insingjni ; they obtaiiied their information 
from ^ man who h^d been travelling with thepi. 

(Signed) G. F. B. HOLMAN, 

Admi'fiistratof of Native Law. 

To the Hon. the Secretftry for Jf atiye Affairs. 



- I 



Inclosure 8 in No. 158. 

Statement of one of tlie Messengers sent by the Governm^^t fo pmt tfie Southern Borders. 

Ipolela, October 15, 1876. 
states, after leaving Pctersm^ritzshurgh, we got to the Patemi ; there 



we had a conversation with a man namcMl Sikukuni, who said he liad heard that the 
country was in rather a disturbed state in Griqua-Land, tliat lie had lieard that there 
was a talk of all the Kafirs rising ai;aiiist tlio Knj^lisli, that it was Sidoi who had 
prevented the people for the present from rising ; he said lie had been down to the old 
Colony ajid had only ju^t returned, an^) if sucli a thing" happened now the wliite§ ^vould 
say he lia(| to do Nvitli it ; they were to w ait a little, and that all t1]e natives outside the 
borders said the whites had trpuhled tliem a g;reat deal; this is nil we hearcl from 
Sikukuni. 

We came on tp |,lu3 Ixpno and §ent the jotters up to the Resident Magistrate's 
house ; as it was late, Mr. Campi^ell sent us on to Mr, Hancock's the next day. When 
we got to Mr. Hancock's he gave us directions as to ourro\ite, and told us we were to sleep 
at Kwababa's kraaL which we did ; during- the night Kwababa, an old man, inquire4our 
mission; we said we had brought letters to Mr. Hancock ; he said, ** yes, this year letters 
seem to be going all over the country, there is going to bq a war, tlie' Basutos apd 
Griquas are goinof ro fight ;" this was all we got from K^vababa. 

We then wei^t on to ymqundane*s, and we there hoard the same as at Kwababa's, 
that the Basutos wanted to fight this ye^r, and that the Griquas were divided, some were 
on fhfi side of the Englisli and others on the side of the Bf^§utQS ; that the Pondos would 
take the side of thp Basutos ; that the Zu|us were also mixed up in it ; that mes:?engers 
had been from the 2iulu country to the rondos and Basutos and Griqna-Land, and that 
they had come through Moshcsh's country and had fixed the day and month it was to 
tafcfe place. We also hoarcj that the Basutos at the Insingini had all left for Basuto- 
Land, we also heard that Sicocoeni's people were taking part in the affair, that Sicocoeni 
would also do so. 

(Signed) — 

Before me, 
(Signed) J. B. 'H.qhuxs^ Administrator of Native Law. 



Inclosure in No. 158. 

Ipolela, October 13, 1876. 
ANOTHER native states : — *' I belong to the tribe of Umqundam. I returned 
about a fortnight ago from Basuto-Land, where I have been trading for goats. I went 
down the St. John as far as Sibi's, a Basuto Chief. While at Magwai's I heard that a 
policeman, who had been sent to arrest some Basutos there for assault, had been resisted 
and assaulted by tlie Basutos ; that the magistrate of the Matateyela and some of his 
police had gone to the kraal where the policeman had been assaulted, and that they also 
had to turn back, as the Basutos had threatened them also, and said they would fight. I 
was also told by the Basutos that tliey meant to fight this year ; they told me that mes- 
sengers had been there from tlie Zulu country, that they had gone on to the Pond 
(453) 2 D 2 
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country ; tJiat they were going to rise this year ; that the white people had troubled 
them a great deal. 

'* The Basutos said to me they were not going to pay the lOs. hut-tax this year, and 
asked me if we people in Natal were going to pay it ? I said, •* Yes, we are Government 
people/ They then said, * There are some amongst you who won't pay, who will rise/ 
I could not find out who they meant. When I got down to Sibi's I heard the same as I 
did at Magwai's. Sibi said that they were waiting to see what the whites were going to 
do ; that the Basutos would all fight. Then I heard there also about messengers from 
Zulu country to them and the Pondos. The Basutos said it would be a great *' impi " 
this year, Pondos would also help, and that the Griquas were divided. 

*' I heard all this from various Basutos. The whole country is in a disturbed state. 
On my way home 1 saw numbers of the Basutos, living under the Insigeni) going to the 
Matatiyela. There are very few of them left now at the Insigeni. 

*' Some few days ago, at a ' beer drinking ' at Dronk Vley, I met some people of 
Dumabeyne's, and one of them said in the hut, in presence of all the people, ^ We are 
going to a far country to live. You people of Umqundane must not follow us there. 
We will send Umqundane a girl to marry him. I think Dumabeyne is the Chief the 
Basutos alluded to. I only fancy so now." 

(Signed) — — — 

Before me, 

(Signed) G. W. B. Holman, Administrator of Native Law. 



Inclosure 10 in No. 158. 



Report of the Acting Secretary for Native Affairs on the State of Affairs beyond 

Ea^t Chriqua^Land. 

ON the 2nd instant, the resident magistrate of Alfred County reported having 
heard on reliable authority that certain messengers, sent by the magistrate of Matatiel, in 
East Griqua-Land, to summon the Basutos of a kraal within his jurisdiction, were by 
them beaten and sent back ; this was followed by the appearance at his kraal of Captain 
Blyth, with a party of twenty-five of the Frontier Armed Mounted Police, who found the 
kraal deserted by the women, children, and cattle, and the men holding strong positions in 
the rocks about the kraal, armed with guns, which, though ordered to lay down by Captain 
Blyth, refused to do so, and that after some parley the party of police returned home, 
leaving the Basutos in possession of their strongholds and their arms. On receipt of this 
information, and not knowing to what extent such disaffection extended, or how it might 
affect our natives, two trusty native messengers from this Government were dispatched 
on the 6th instant to the immediate vicinity of the disaffected locality for the purpose of 
obtaining and keeping this Government informed of what was passing. 

It was also considered advisable to send a detachment of the Natal Mounted Police 
from this to the seat of Magistracy in Alfred County, to be ready for any emergency 
arising within our borders. 

From subsequent reports received from the resident magistrate of Alfred County 
and Ixopo Divisions, also from the Administrator of Native Law of the Ipolela, it does 
not appear that the Basutos referred to above have yet (beyond some four of them 
offering to pay a fine for their conduct) submitted themselves to the authorities; neither 
has it been ascertained whether the disaffection is simply confined to the few concerned. 
it was expected that action would be taken this week by Captain Blyth, so that we shall 
shortly be in a position to ascertain the true nature of the case. 

The movement does not appear to affect our natives in the least, nor do I expect it 
will, beyond perhaps inconveniencing those in the neighbourhood. 

(Signed) J. W. SHEPSTONE, 

Acting Secretary for Native Afairs. 
' Office of Secretary for Native Affairs ^ 

October 18, 1876. 
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Inclosure 11 in No. 168. 

Ofice of Chief Magistrate, Kokstad, East Ghriqua'-Landy 
Sir, October 17, 1876. 

1 HAVE the honour to report, for the information of the Natal Government, that a 
matter of ratlier g;rave importance has arisen at the Matatiela district, in East Griqua- 
Land. 

Some Basutos had been warned to come to the Office, and they refused tp do so. 
Other messengers were sent, and one of them was beaten. I went to the kraal to make 
inquiries into the case, and about twenty-five men who were there took up arms, and 
refused to lay them down at my orders. 

I have reported the matter to Government, and have received instructions to settle 
the matter without delay, and proceed to Matatiela to-day with a detachment of the 
Frontier Armed Mounted Police and some loyal natives. 

Although the Basutos have been repeatedly warned to lay down their arms, and 
attend the Office at Matatiela, they have up to this time refused to do so. 

There is no doubt but that Nehemiah Moshesh is supporting these men, as well as a 
party of disaffected men amongst the Basutos,'who claim certain country as theirs on this 
side of the Drakensberg. 

I have every reason to believe that this disaffection is at present confined amongst 
the Basutos, and no other Chief or tribe are implicated in this affair. 

I will keep you fully informed of the progress of events here. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) MATT. BLYTH, Chief Magistrate. 

The Acting Secretary for Native Affairs, 
Pietermaritzburg, Natal. 



No. 159. 

Lieutenant-Governor Sir H. JB. Bulwer^ K.CM.G.y to the Earl of Carnarvon. — {Received 

December 7.) 

My Lord, Government House, Maritzburg, Natal, October 23, 1876. 

I HAVE the honour to forward, for your Lordship's information, copy of a letter 
received yesterday from our Resident Magistrate at Ixopo, with inclosures, respecting 
the proceedings of Captain Blyth in connection with the disturbance in East Griqua- 
Land. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) HENRY BULWER. 



Liclosure in No. 169. 

Minute. 

Ixopo, October 21, 1876* 
I HAVE the honour to forward by express, for his Excellency's information, the 
inclosed letters respecting the proceedings of Captain Blyth, in connection with the 
disturbance among the natives in East Griqua-Land. 

I have been put in possession of this intelligence through the co-operation of 
Mr. Hancock, with whom I had arranged to give me immediate notice of such intelligence 
as he was enabled to obtain. 

(Signed) H. CAMPBELL, Resident Magistrate. 

To the Hon. the Acting Secretary for Native Affairs. 



Sir, Hancock G^-ange, Umzim Kulu, October 20, 1876. 

I have the honour to forward, for the information of his Excellency the Lieu- 
tenant-Governor, a copy of a despatch sent to the Umzim Kulu, Griqua-Land side. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) THOS. HANCOCK, J.P. 

H. C. Campbell, Esq., Resident Magistrate, 

Lcopo Division. 
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Sir, MatatieUij East Onqua-Land, October 19, 1876. 

I have the honour to state, for your information, and to be made as public as 
possible, that, at a very large meeting held here to-day, eight of the men that took up 
arms the other day gave themselves up ; and I have sent the Chief Magwai and bis 
people after the other men, who still remain at large. 

Magwai has started, and to-night I expect to hear the result of his movement. 

Neheraiah Moshesh is here, Mr. Thompson, and Sibenya, and a very large number 
of people. 

All danger, as far as I can see, is over. A loyal feeling seems to prevail amongst 
most of the people. 

The case is now being proceeded with, and will probably last several days. 

Please copy this letter, and send a copy to Mr. Strachan, Umzim K ulu, and request 
Mr. Stafford to make il known to the natives now in Kokstadt. 

I have &c 
(Signed) ' MATT. BLYTH, Chief Magistrate. 
H. Ford, Esq., Acting Magistrate, 

Kokstad. 



No. 160. 

Oovemor Sir H. Barkly, O.CM.O.f K.O.B., to the Earl of Carnarvon. — {Received 

Decembei' 7.) 

My Lord, Oovemment House, Cape Totvn, November 6, 1876. 

IN a postcript to my despatch of the 2nd ultimo,* I alluded to an attempt on 
the part of President Burgers to cover tlie obvious defect of his claim to Sikukuni's 
country, under grant made by the Zulu Chief Umzwaas in 1846, in virtue of a conquest 
never effected, by referring, with marvellously inconsistency, to a Treaty concluded in 
1867 between Sekwati, Sikukuni's father, and the then Leydenburg Republic, which of 
itself sufficed to show the utter futility of the so-called grant. 

2. The Treaty in question has not been published up to the date of the latest 
advices from Pretoria, but I am in a position, on the authority of a letter written by a 
gentleman who had inspected it there, to assure your Lordship that, so far from supporting 
the claim of the Republic, it clearly proves that it had no right whatever to any terri- 
tory north-west of. the point where the Steelpoort and Olifant Rivers converge, thus 
confirming the correctness of the boundaries as laid down in Jeppe and Merenskv's map 
of 1868. 

3. Both parties bound themselves, indeed, to regard the Steelpoort River as 
the line, and mutually undertook that their subjects should not trespass over it. 

4. There is, moreover, an extradition clause, binding Sekwati to deliver up 
criminals, runaway servants, &c., which conclusively proves that it was no mere ques- 
tion of landmarks as now pretended, but that he was admitted to be and recognized by 
the Lydenburg Republic as an independent Chief possessing sovereign rights. 

5. How, in the face of this Treaty, to which his Honour has himself appealed. 
President Burgers can contend that he had a right to treat Sekwati's son and successor 
as a rebel passes comprehension. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) HENRY BAREXY. 



No. 161. 
The Earl of Carnarvon to Oovemor Bir H. Barkly, B.CM.G., K.C.B. 

Sir, Downing Street, December 9, 1876. 

I jHAVE the hpnoijr to acknowledge thp receipt of your despatch of the 
80th October,! forwarding a complaint of Mr. W. H. Coleman ap to his having been ^ned 
151. by the Landdrost of >Bloemhof, with the alternativ.e of ioiprispiiment, for disobeying 
a requisition made on him for ^'commando'* purposes in connection with tlio war now 
being ^agje^ i" t^ie Transvaal Republic. 

2. r understand from the inclosurcs to your d^^patch tjj<at Mr. Coleman is a British 
subject, who has never become a burgher of or assumed any pbligation? towards the 
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Republic ; and further, that he resides at a distance from the Republic of between 
50 and 60 miles, according to the frontier fixed by the Keate award. 

3. Under these circumstances I can hardly suppose that President Burgers, after 
the remonstrance which has been addressed to nim, will persist eitiier in exacting a fine 
from Mr. toleman or in sending him to prison fbr non-payment. 

But should his Honour, contrary to my expfectations, persist in either of these 
courses, 1 desire that you will itiforiti him Ih the clearest terms that Her Majesty's 
Government cannot recognize any right in the Sottth African Republic to treat a 
subject of Her Majesty in this manner, ^nti that you ^\\\ demand the immediate 
liberatibii of Mr. Coleman if incarcerated, and the restitution of any fine, if any has 
been exacted from him. 

4. I have already informed you of the deep regret with which 1 view the war at 
present existing in the feepublic, which being- in itselt^ so far as I can see, unjustifiable 
and uncalled for, is fraught with danger to every white community in South Africa; 
and it is my earnest desire, while paying all due respect to the rights and claims of the 
Rejitiblic against those who owe it allegiance, that no effort should be spared to prevent 
the iiative races from regarding Her Majesty's subiects as parties to a struggle which, 
in any event, must leave most bitter feelings of hatred behind it, and which is only too 
apt to be the occasion of atrocities such as are said already to have occurred in the 
Transvaal. 

request that you will convey to Major Lanyon my approval of the course he 
adopted in the present case. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) CARNARVON. 



No. 162. 

Lieutenant-Oovemor Sir tl. £. bulwevy K.C.M/(x., to the Earl of Carnarvon. — (Received 

December 11.) 

My Lord, , Government House,, Maritzburg^ Natal, October 26, 1876. 

I HAVE the honour to forward herewith, for your Lordship's information, copies 
of further letters which I have received from the Chairman of the Leydenburg Defence 
Committee, and of my replies to them. 

I liavo &iO' 

(Signed) ' HENRY BUtWER. 



Inciosure 1 in No. 16^. 



Sir, Pilgrim's Rest, October 9, 1876. 

We have the. honour to forward to your Excellency a copy of a letter addressed 
to Her Alaiesty^s High Commissioner, which has heen dispatched by the mail for Cape 
Town of this date. 

As it is possible thai delay may take place, and the matter is urgent, we shall be 
glad of your Excellency's advice with respecjt to the levy of 21 per head as a war 
contribution, and on any other point which may be deemed advisable by your 
Excellency. 

I have, (fee. 
(For the Defence Committee), 
. (Signed) JOHN TURTON, Chairman. 

His Excellency Sir. Henry E. Bulwer, K.C.M.G-, 
Lieutenant-Grovemor of Natal. 



Inciosure 2 in No. 162. 



Sir, 

WE have the honour to call the attention of your Excellency to the position in 
which this community finds itself placed. 

Under the Gold Law a special magistrate was appointed to try civil cases. This 
appointment has been cancelled by the P re s ide n t ; and the office abolished. 

The power of appointment rests with the Raad, not with the President. 

Certain taxes have been imposed which are to be collected at once, especially the 
new war-tax. The tax upon the inhabitants of these Fields is at the rate of 8/. per 
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head, which, in the first place, they cannot afford to pay ; and, secondly, were they in a 
position to pay it, they feel that in the face of your Excellency's Proclamation they ought 
not to do so. 

Under these circumstances we appeal to your Excellency for advice as to the course 
to be pursued. It is impossible for us to stem the current of opposition which will be 
engendered by these acts of the Transvaal Government. 

Such action is taken, evidently, to provoke a collision with Britith subjects here. 

The Government has placed the collection of war taxes in the hands of the notorious 
Captain von Schlickmann, the rebel of Diamond Field notoriety. And we would call 
the attention of \ our Excellency to a statement made by him when under examination 
before the Raad, which statement was allowed to be made without remonstrance from 
either the President or any of the members, to the effect that the Defence Committee 
and some others are the greatest enemies of the State, whom nothing but British govern- 
ment will satisfy. *' You are not strong enough yet (he continued), but the Gold Fields 
must be subdued ; from there the evil seed is blown all over the country." 

How the Gold Fields should require subjugation we are at a loss to conceive ; but 
we consider it most creditable that a community like this should have put up with the 
impositions, insults, and to a great extent ruin, inflicted on them by the Transvaal 
Government, represented by President Burgers, without having hitherto resisted them. 
It speaks volumes in their favour, notwithstanding the vituperations heaped upon them 
by President Burgers, several of the Government papers, and openly and without check 
by Von Schlickmann in the last Session of the Raad. 

I have, &c. 
(For the Defence Committee), 

(Signed) JOHN TURTON, Chairman. 

His Excellency Sir Henry Barkly, G.C.M.G., K.C.B., 
Her Majesty's High Commissioner. 



Inclosure 3 in No. 162. 

Sir, Government House, Maritzburg, Natal, October 24, 1876. 

I H AVE .received your letter of the 9th instant, under cover of which you forward, 
for my information, copy of a letter addressed by you, on behalf of the Defence Com- 
mittee, to Her Majesty's High Commissioner in South Africa, respecting the position i 
which the community at the Gold Fields finds itself placed. 

In forwarding this letter for my information, you ask me at the same time, in view 
of the possibility of delay and the urgency of the matter, for my advice with respect to 
the levy of a certain tax which, it would appear, has been imposed in the Transvaal 
Republic. 

As you have addressed a representation on this subject to Her Majesty's High 
Commissioner in South Africa, I should be unwilling to take upon myself the liberty of 
expressing any opinion which might seem to anticipate that of the higher authority to 
whom you have made application ; but as I understand from the latest intelligence 
received here that the tax is about to be collected, and that the inhabitants of the Gold 
Fields are preparing to refuse the payment of it, — a refusal which it is anticipated may 
lead to serious complications, — and as, moreover, it may be some time before you receivi^ 
an answer from Her Majesty's High Commissioner, I feel that I ciight not, under tho 
circumstances, to let the opportunity pass without reminding you that any tax imposed 
by the Volksraad of the South African Republic is a tax imposed by the duly constituted 
authority of the country in which you reside ; and whatever objections they may have 
to any particular tax so imposed, I feel sure that the English members of the conimunit} 
at the Gold Fields will not do anything which would bring upon them the reproach that 
must attend any unconstitutional course of proceeding. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) HENRY BULWER, Lieutenant-Governor. 

John Turton, Esq., Chairman, Defence Conmiittee, 

Pilgrim's Rest. 
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Inclosure 4 in No. 162. 

Sir, Pilgrims Resty October 15, 1876. 

WE have the honour to forward to your Excellency a copy of a letter we have felt 
it our duty to address to Sir Henry Barkly, Her Majesty's Higli Commissioner. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) JOHN TURTON, Chairman. 

To his Excellency Sir Henry Ernest Bulwer, K.C.M.G., 

Lieutenant-Goyemor of Natal. 



Inclosure 5 in No. 162. 

Sir, Pilgrim*s Rest, October 15, 1876. 

WE have the honour again to address your Excellency on the subject of the threat 
uttered by Captain von Schlickmann when under examination before the Volksraad of 
the Transvaal Republic, *' that the Gold Fields must be subdued." 

We beg to point out to your Excellency that we have paid licenses and taxes, and 
have in all cases performed the duties of orderly and peaceable citizens. We are there- 
fore at a loss to understand what subjugation, as applied to us, can mean. From the 
antecedents of the person who has been allowed, without remonstrance, to dictate to the 
President and Volksraad, we are warranted in believing that spoliation and murder are 
intended. 

Von Schlickmann, when here, stated at a public meeting that he was determined to 
make money. He is well aware that there is no money in the Treasury, and that his 
only chance of obtaining it is in taking it from either of the banks, or any other place 
where it can be got. 

Tf the British Government is desirous of avoiding an open rupture between the 
hirelings of the Transvaal Government and British subjects here, it is high time for 
interference and intervention. It is not now so much a question of insecurity as regards 
Kafirs, but against mercenaries (some of them British subjects), under Von Schlickmann, 
supported, aided, and abetted by President Burgers, who, thoroughly reckless and 
unscrupulous, looks at them as his agents for the purpose of coercing his " subjects,'' ana 
retaining his power. 

We have already, in our letter of the 9th instant, pointed out to your Excellency 
the threat made by Von Schlickmann against this community. We did so because we, 
who are " au courant " with passing events here, knew that this threat was not an idle 
one. 

This opinion is now strengthened by the fact that already a considerable addition 
to the " filibuster " force has arrived at Lydenburg, that is is known that there are many 
more on their way from the Diamond Fields under the leadership of the notorious 
Aylward, that Boers from the Pretoria district who are supporters of President Burgers 
are concentrating at Lydenburg ; 70 have already arrived, without money or provisions, 
and are quartered on the inhabitants, and this number is expected to be increased to 
400, with 2 cannon. 

The concentration of these forces is a menace to this community and to the British 
subjects in Lydenburg, and we have reason for supposing that this menace will end in 
hostilities, a state of affairs which we believe it is the object of President Burgers to 
precipitate. 

We would also bring to the notice of your Excellency the fact that recently a party 
of Boers from the laager at Kruger's Post attacked a kraal of friendly Kafirs within a 
day's walk of the Gold Fields, have murdered some of the men, taken the women and 
cMldren prisoners ; that, although the Landdrost of liydenburg has ordered the women 
and children to be returned to their kraal, those who know the Boers know that this will 
not be done. 

A party of Kafirs came to this camp to complain of their wrongs, believing that they 
were coming to a British community, but unfortunately they went to the Gold Commis- 
sioner, who, although an Englishman, is in the service of the Transvaal Government, 
and he has taken steps (or certainly appears to have done so, as they left the camp 
precipitately, and without the Committee having an opportunity of speaking to them) to 
prevent us from directly receiving their statement from their own lips. It is well known 
that the tacts are as we have stated them. 

Such an occurrence will have the effect of greatly weakening the prestige of the 
Britisb name, in which only we believe our safety has hitherto consisted, 
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We take this opportunity of correcting- a mistake which has generally been fallen 
into by the people at home, and even Lord Carnarvon, viz., that the natives are generally 
paid in guns for their labour. There is not a single instance known to any member of 
this Committee of a native having received payment in guns at the Gold Fields. 

We earnestly pray that the matters we have set before your Excellency may receive 
immediate attention. 

We have forwarded a copy of it to his Excellency Sir Henry Bulwer, Lieutenant- 
Governor of Natal, as also to Major Lanyon, Administrator of the Province of Griqua- 
Land West, as the matter is so important, and the safety of our wives and children 
depends upon our receiving assistance before the desperadoes collected and being collected 
together can effect their unholy work. 

I have, &c. 
(For the Defence Committee), 

(Signed) JOHN TURTON, Chairman. 

His Excellency Sir Henry Barkly, G.C.M.G., K.C.B., 
&c. &c. &c. 



Inclosure 6 in No. 162. 



Sir, Government House^ Natal, October 25, 1876. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 15th instant, 
inclosing copy of one you had addressed to Her Majesty's High Commissioner at the 
Cape on the same day. 

I have &c 
(Signed) ' HENRY BTJLWER. 
John Turton, Esq., Chairman Defence Committee, 

Klgrim's Rest. 



No. 163. 

Lieutenant-Governor Sir H. E. Bulwer, K.C.M.G., to the Earl of Carnarvon.— (Received 

December 11.) 

My Lord, Government House j Maritzburg, Natal, October 27, 1 876. 

I FORWARD, for your Lordship's information, a statement, which, for the sake 
of convenience, I have prepared in the form of a Memorandum, showing the course 
taken or contemplated by me in connection with the hostilities in the Transvaal, with 
the view of hringing about their suspension, in case of emergency, or in the event of 
the Government or the people of the Transvaal being at any time disposed to seek or 
accept the friendly offices of this Government in that behalf. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) HENRY BDLWER. 



Inclosure 1 in No. 163, 
Mevfwrandum. 



The Hostilities in the Transvaal. 

ON the receipt of the news that the commando under President Burgers had 
failed in its attack upon Sikukuni's town, and retreated in confusion, the greater part 
breaking up and dispersing, I felt, what everybody here felt, that a crisis of some 
gravity had arrived. 

I was at Pinetown when the news reached me, and had only time to dispatch the 
information to the Secretary of State and to the High Commissioner by the mail then 
leaving Durban, and to answer, by the return post-cart to the Transvaal, the letter 
which I had received from the Defence Committee at the Gold Fields respecting the 
serious position in which the Lydenburg district and the English community at the 
Fields were placed by the course events had taken. 

yiie Defence Committee had written, on die part of the English community, to 
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solicit my assistance^ though they did not explain the nature of the assistance they 
wished me to give them, or make any suggestion. 

So far, however, as an opinion could be formed at the time, tlie crisis seemed to be 
one in which the safety not only of the Lydenburg district but of the Transvaal 
Republic itself might come before long to be seriously endangered. It seemed not 
improbable that Sikukuni, encouraged by what had happened, might abandon the 
defensive attitude lie had hitherto observed, assume the offensive, and carry the war into 
the heart of the Transvaal territory ; and it was by no means impossible that in doing 
this he might be joined by other neighbouring native tribes, only too ready to make 
common cause against a Government to which none were well disposed. In the event 
of such a movement, whatever might be the ultimate issue, its immc^diate effects could 
not fail to be most disastrous ; and once begun, it was doubtful if anytliing could arrest 
it, unless it were the intervention of the English Government, as a neutral and friendly 
Power. 

As the nearest representative of English authority in South Africa, and, perhaps, 
tiie one best known to the natives to the northward, it was by the Government of Uatal 
that most probably the first steps of mediation or intervention would have to be taken. 

To make, however, a direct offer of mediation or intervention, at that time, would 
be, so it seemed to me, a premature and questionable proceeding, seeing that neither 
the Government of the Transvaal nor Sikukuni had made any commimication to (his 
Government on the subject of their differences, nor was it by any means clear that the 
time had yet come, or that events were yet ripe, for intervention. But what I thought 
might be done possibly with advantage, and certainly ought to be done under the 
circumstances, was, when answering the letter from the Defence Committee, to be let it 
be understood, to let the Committee know, and through the Committee to let the people 
of the Transvaal know, that in case they should desire the intervention of the Govern- 
ment of Natal with the view of putting a stop to the hostilities, my good offices would 
be willingly exerted for that object. To this effect, then, I worded my answer to the 
Defence Committee, and by the following post ] wrote to President Burgers, informing 
him of the communication that had passed between me and the Defence Committee, 
and giving him to understand how anxious this Government was in the cause of peace, 
and how desirous and ready it would be to assist in bringing about tlie re-establishment 
of peace. 

In this way I endeavoured to avoid making a too direct offer of intervention, which 
might prove premature and ill-timed, and, moreover, might be subjected to a direct 
refusal ; whilst in the expression of the readiness of this Government at any time to 
use its good offices should they be desired, the Government and the people of the 
Transvaal would find an amply sufficient opening to avail themselves of should they be 
disposed, or should the necessities of their situation urge them to have recourse to 
friendly intervention. 

In such an event my intention was, and I was prepared, at once to send one or 
more persons on behalf of this Government with instructions to use such influence as 
they could exercise in the name of this Grovemment with Sikukuni, or any other native 
Chief, for tlie purpose of staying or suspending hostilities, with the promise of English 
mediation and of an impartial settlement of any question in dispute. Hostilities being 
stayed, the consideration of the further measures to be taken would have been referred 
to Her Majesty's High Commissioner. 

The necessity, however, for taking any action of this kind never arose. Sikukuni 
made no movement, the panic subsided, the Government of the Republic regained its 
confidence, and the President, whilst expressing himself sensible of the friendly feeling 
existing on the part of this Government, so far from recognizing the probability of any 
need of its good offices, stated that there was *' every prospect of a successful sup- 
pression of the rebellion." 

Thus, then, there was evidently no desire at that time on the part of the Govern- 
ment or the people of the Republic for the intervention of others, nor, indeed, as things 
liad turned out, was there immediate necessity for it. Week after week passed; 
Sikukuni remained quiet. 

The Volksraad of the Republic met, the reorganization of the military system of 
the country was discussed, provision was made for tlie military expenditure incurred, or 
to be incurred, whilst tlie prosecution of active hostilities, if we except the raiding 
exixulitions made from the Steelpoort Fort, was suspended, and, it was said, would most 
probably ivnmin isuspendcd until the next dry season. 

^Vilctl1cr th(iy would then be resumed, would probably depend very much upon the 
action taken by Her Majesty's Government before that season came round. 

(453) 2 E 2 
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In the meanwhile one object of this Government was to keep the Zulus quiet. The 
war in the Transvaal and the results of it, by no means favourable, so far as they had 
gone, to the reputation of the Boers, having stirred up an uneasy, restless, and warlike 
feeling in that people, who, besides being warlike by nature, had long been filled with a 
strong animosity and a deep resentment against the Transvaal Government and people ; 
and to restrain the King from giving way to the temptation that such an opportunity 
presented, it was necessary to impress upon liim the importance that this Glovernment 
attached to his keeping the peace. 

It was suggested by some, and amongst others by the Defence Committee at the 
Grold Fields, that a message should also be sent to Sikukuni, more particularly with 
reference to the position of the English in the Transvaal. 

But often as I thought over the question, I always came to the same conclusion, that 
the time had not arrived for taking this step. From the first I had contemplated, and 
my proposal was to send a messenger to Sikukuni, should he advance and the country be 
endangered. 

B.it he had made no move in this direction, notwithstanding the favourable oppor- 
tunity that was open to him after the retreat of the commando. Under the circum- 
stances, and as things had turned out, it was evidently difficult to say how communication 
could best be held with him, and what commimication to make to him. 

In the first place, the Government of the Transvaal assumed that he was a subject 
of that State, and that lie was in rebellion against the State ; and though this position 
had not been recognised by Her Majesty's Government, or the Representatives of Her 
Majesty's Government in South Africa, yet it was the position taken by the Transvaal 
Government, and would certainly render difficult any attempt on the part of this 
Government to hold direct communication with Sikukuni. To send messengers, whether 
European or native, through the Transvaal, with a request to that Government to allow 
them to pass into Sikukuni 's territory, would be to expose them to almost certain refusal, 
whilst to send them without making such a request might be to expose them to worse 
consequences. 

But assuming that any difficulties of this kind could be overcome, and that the 
messengers would be able to reach Sikukuni's kraal, it was a matter of great embarrass- 
ment to decide what should be the purport of any message sent through them. 

So far as we knew, Sikukuni had not been the aggressor in this war, and throughout 
the hostilities his attitude had been a defensive one. It was impossible, therefore, to 
send him any message deprecating aggression and offence on his part, or dissuading him 
from a war which he had neither commenced nor apparently desired the continuance of. 
So far as the English subjects in the Transvaal were concerned, Sikukuni had from the 
first disclaimed any cause of quarrel with the English community, and yet some of them 
had joined the forces against him. 

The community at the Gold Fields, as a community, had indeed kept itself clear of 
the hostilities, but Sikukuni was unquestionably well aware of this, as well as of the 
Proclamations issued in the British Colonies warning British subjects not to take part in 
the hostilities. To advance any request that in the event of his attacking the Trans- 
vaal country he would discriminate between the English and the Dutch, would be to give 
him to understand that we expected him to attack the Transvaal territory, and, in feet, 
would be suggesting to him to take the very step, which if he did take, it was our 
intention to send and ask him to desist from. 

It was evident, therefore, as events had turned out, that the time had not come 
when a message could be sent to Sikukuni with any clear and definite object, or with 
any prospect of real advantage resulting from it. It only remained to watch the course 
of events and to enter into communication with him when it could be done with a definite 
object and with the prospect of its being of some use. 

The recent demonstration made by natives in force against the Steelpoort Fort led 
to the belief that at last a great movement was contemplated by Sikukuni. 

It turned out to be little more than a raid upon the cattle and horses of the fort, 
though possibly there may have been some intention of attacking the fort itself if 
circumstances should prove favourable. 

It was followed by no result of any importance, but the panic in the Lydenburg 
district, where a general invasion of the district was apprehended, was extreme ; and in 
order that no time might be lost, should the necessity arise for intervention, I requested 
Mr. Osbom, our Resident Magistrate at Newcastle, and an officer of considerable 
ability and experience in native affairs, to be prepared to leave for the district at the 
shortest notice, should the presence of a representative from this Government be deemed 
advisable. 
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Herewith appended is copy of the correspondence with Mr. Osborn on the siibjeCi 
of his contemplated] mission, which remains snspelidtd till the occasion arises for its 
being undertaken. 

(Signed) HENRY BULWER. 

Government House, Maritzburg, NataU 
October 26, 1 876. 



Inclosure 2 in No. 163. 



Sir, Office of Secretary for Native Afairs, October 14, 1876. 

IN view of the more recent information received from the Transvaal, according to 
which apprehensions are entertained of an inroad into the Lydenburg district by the 
natives under Sikiikuni, should the forces of the Transvaal at Steelpoort be driven back, 
the Lieutenant-Governor is anxious, in the event of such a crisis arising, to do as much 
as is in the power of this Government to bring about a suspension of hostilities, should 
it then be desired by the Government of the Transvaal, and in any case to exercise such 
influence as this Government may possess on the behalf of humanity generally, and in 
the protection of English lives and interests. 

After a very careful consideration as to the best means of carrying out this object 
should it be found necessary, the Lieutenant-Governor is of opinion that this object 
will be best secured by the dispatch of an officer of this Government, or some other 
specially-appointed person, to the Lydenbuig district, who would represent the views of 
this Government and endeavour to carry out the objects referred to. 

Tlie Lieutenant-Governor has selected you for this purpose, should you be enabled 
to go, relying upon your discretion and experience. 

Whether and when you will be requested to proceed will depend on the information 
received by the next or following posts. 

But the Lieutenant-Governor desires me to advise you of this at once, in order that, 
should you be prepared to go, you will be ready to do so at any time you may be called 
upon. 

You will be careful to keep the subject of this commimication strictly confidential. 

I have &c 
(Signed) ' JOHN SHEPSTONE, 
The Resident Magistrate, Acting Secretary for Native Affairs. 

Newcastle. 



Inclosure 3 in No. 163. 



Sir, Resident Magistrate's Office, Newcastle, October 20, 1876. 

YOUR Confidential letter of the 14th instant reached me late in the evening of the 
17th, and as the post for Maritzburg was just starting at the time, I briefly, in a note to 
you, acknowledged its receipt. 

I now beg to state that I shall be prepared to proceed without delay to the scene of 
the disturbances in the Transvaal, and, if necessary, to the Chief Sikukuni, at any time 
his Excellency's desire to that effect be conveyed to me, and to carry out to the best of 
my ability his wishes as indicated in your said letter. 

Being fully aware of the gravity and importance of the duties 1 shall be called 
upon to discharge (in the event of his Excellency's sending me up), and of their various 
poUtical aspects, and that a successful issue to his Excellency's benevolent and humane 
Intentions will greatly depend upon the tact and judgment displayed by the officer 
entrusted with tlxeir execution, I have the honour to say that I shall not fail using my 
utmost endeavours to carry out his Excellency's wishes in a manner that will merit his 
tull appy)bation. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) M. OSBORN, Resident Magistrate. 

The Hon. J. W. Shepstone, 

Acting Secretary for Native Affairs, Natal. 
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No. 164. 

Lieutenant-Governor Sir H. E. Bulwer, K.C.M.G.^ to the Earl of Carnarvon. — {Received 

December 11.) 

My Lord, Government House^ Maritzburg^ Natal, October 31, 1876. 

THE confidential native messengers who were sent by this Government in the 
early part of this present montli to the soutlieru borders of the Colony, for the purpose 
of procuring reliable information as to what might be passing among the natives on 
either side of the border in connection with the reported disturbances in Griqua-Land 
East, have returned to Maritzburg, and I have the honour to forward copy of the state- 
ment made by them to the Acting Secretary for Native Affairs. 

2. The circumstance, as reported by them, of messengers from Umzila, Cetewayo, 
and some Basuto Chiefs, having during the present year visited a petty chief in this 
Colony named Umbazwana, has no political significance, it would seem, so far as this 
Colony and Umbazwana are concerned. Umbazwana is a doctor and witch-charmer, 
and the communications sent to liim have been only for tiie purpose of obtaining war- 
charms and other medicines, he having a considerable reputation among the natives for his 
skill and power in these practices. Of course the fact of war-charms being procured 
by the Chiefs above-named must be regarded as a fact of some significance ; and it will 
be observed that the feeling of uneasiness which has lately possessed the native mind in 
many parts of South Africa is apparently shared in by Umzila, whose country lies to the 
north of the Limpopo River, 

3. Our messengers, after making the statements which were forwarded in my 
despatch of the 20th instant, proceeded to the borders of the Colony, and, crossing the 
Ingwangwane River, entered Griqua-Land East at a part immediately under the 
Drakensburg, inhabited by Basulos. Here they again heard of the resistance that had 
been made to Captain Blyth, and were told that it was made by some of the people of 
Sikukyana (Nehemiah Moshesh) and Macquie. The people whom they met talked, 
without any reserve, of the proposal that it was said had come from Cetewayo for a 
combination between the Zulus^ the Basutos, and other native tribes^ against the whites 
generally. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) HENRY BULWER. 



Inclosure in No. 164. 

Statement of Ngoti and Sikunyana, Messengers sent by the Government of Natal to watch 
Proceedings and obtain Information on the Border of East Griqua-Land. 

BY direction of the Acting Secretary for Native Affairs, we left the seat of Govern- 
ment some three w- eeks ago for the purpose of proceeding to the southern border of this 
Colony, there to obtain what information we could respecting the rebellious proceedings 
of certain Basutos residing in Griqua-Land East. 

On reaching the kraal of Sikunyana, on the Umkumanzi River, we asked for new^; 
and he (Sikunyana) told us, that during the present year messengers from Umzila, 
Cetewayo, and Basuto Chiefs in British Basuto-Land, had been to Umbazwana (a petty 
Chieftain of this Government, and residing on the Umkomanzi River), to obtain war 
charms and other medicines. 

On leaving Sikunyana we went on to the Resident Magistrate of the Ixopo Division, 
to whom we delivered a letter from this Government, and passed on to Mr. Hancock's, 
at the Umzumkulu, who directed us to proceed to Maraule (a native Headman, and 
subject of this Government, residing on the southern border), from whom we could 
obtain all necessary information connected with our mission. * 

From Hancock^s we went to Umgundane's, on the Drduk Vley, near the Umzim- 
kulu, and there we heard that the country immediately over our border (Griqua-Land 
East) was in an unsettled and very disaffected state, and that the Basutos living on the 
Tndawani (a stream forming the boundary between Natal and Griqua-Land) had already 
left to join those under Sikunyana (Nehemiah Moshesh), for the purpose of resisting 
British rule and authority, to which they had great aversion. 

From this wo proceeded to Mr. Holman's (the Administrator of Native Law, 
Ipolela), who sent one of liis messengers to accompany us to Sakayedwa's (a Chief of the 
Ipolela Division), who confirmed the facts already in possession of the Government 
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relating to the armed resistance by a party of Basiitos to Captain Byth and the Mounted 
Police. 

After this we crossed into Griqua-Land East, where we met a mounted Basuto, 
who informed us that armed resistance had been made by some of Sikunyana's and 
Macquie's people. He further informed us that Nehemiah, Lehana, Umhlouhlo, Maquie, 
Malappo, Letsiye (paramount Chief of the Basutos), and twelve other Chiefs, whose 
names we have forgotten, were in league with Cetewayo to make a combined attack on 
the whites generally, and drive them into the sea ; and that Zulu messengers had been 
to all these Chiefs with such a proposal, and had gone on to the Amampondo tribe on 
the same mission, but with what result we did not hear. 

We saw many horsemen riding to and from Kokstadt^ evidently on important 
business ; and the country generally appeared much disturbed. 

From information gathered from Basutos we met, there is no doubt that, had 
Captain Blyth attempted to carry out the arrest of any of the party of Basutos that defied 
him, he would have been fired upon, and this was to be uncjerstoo^ as the signal for a 
general rising. 

• Before me, 

(Signed) J. W. SHBPSTONB, 

Acting Secretary for Native Affairs, 
Office of Secretary for Native Affairs^ October SO, 1876. 



No. 165. 

lAeutenanUOovemor Sir H. E. Bulwer^ K.O.M.O., to the Earl of Carnarvon. — (Received 

December 11.) 

My Lord, Oovemment House^ Maritzburg^ Natal, November 2, 1876. 

WITH reference to my despatch of the 13th ultimo,* I have the honour to 
forward copy of the statement made by the messengers who have returned from Zulu- 
Land. 

2. The reply of Cetywayo to the message which I sent him is an outward expres- 
sion of the present temper of the King. Incited by the young men of the nation, 
urged on by his own desire to distinguish himself and to *' wash the assegais " of his 
people, which has not been done since his father's death, and elated at the results of the 
conflict between the Government of the Transvaal and Sikukuni, he has for some time 
past evinced a great desire for war. It is evident, if the information that has reached 
us is correct — and there is no reason to doubt its correctness — that he has not only been 
preparing for war, but that he has been sounding the way with the view to a combina- 
tion of the native races against the white men. Whether that combination has been 
effected, or whether it can be efiected, we are not in a position yet to form an opinion, 
but that messages have been passing on the subject between Cetywayo and other 
native Chiefs there can be little doubt. 

3. In the present message, Cetywayo throws ofl* any concealment of his intention 
to " wash his spears," and repudiates the moral influence which this Government has 
exercised with him since his father's death, and specially since his formal recognition and 
installation as King of the Zulus by Sir T. Shepstone, and which he was only too ready 
to accept and be guided by so long as the support of this Government was found neces- 
sary for the maintenance of his power and even for the safety of his person. 

4. The inclosed extract from a letter by Mr. Osborn, our Resident Magistrate at 
Newcastle, shows that the King's change of conduct has of late attracted the attention 
even of our own natives on the border, and what their opinion of it is, and of the 
probable fate that will overtake him if he perseveres in it. His principal Indunas and 
the elder men of the tribe are opposed to his war policy and his recent proceedings ; 
and the messengers state that when they received his reply he was attended only by 
young men, and that not a single Induna or any one of his Ministers was present. 

5. It is believed that his intention is to attack the Amaswazi as soon as an oppor- 
tunity offers ; though it is still possible he may be dissuaded from doing this by his Chief 
Indunas, who are all opposed to any policy or course of action that they think would 
be disagreeable to this Government. 

I llSiVO &c 

(Signed) ' HENRY BULWER. 

* No. IS 7. 
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P.S. — From information received here, I understand that, since our messengers 
left the Zuhi country, Mr. Rudolph, on the part of the Transvaal Government, has 
arrived at the King's kraal. His mission, it is said, is connected with the territorial 
question in dispute between the two countries, and upon his compliance or not with 
Cetywayo's demands, it is even thought the question of peace or war with the Govern- 
ment of the Transvaal may depend. 

H. B, 



Inclosure 1 in No. 166. 

Statement of Barjeni and Mansthonga^ Messengers from this Office sent by His Excellency 

the Lieutenant' Governor of Natal to Cetywayo^ King of the Zulus. 

ON leaving this Office, in accordance with instructions received, we went straight 
to the residence of Mr. John Dunn and deUvered our letter. Mr. Dunn said our 
message agreed with the words uf the letter, and told us to go on to the King, asking us 
to tell the King not to deny anything that he had done, as it was better for a man to 
speak truthfully. 

The mornmg after our arrival at the King's kraal he (the King) sent for us, and 
we delivered our message. 

The King said in reply : — 

** Did I ever tell Mr. Shepstone I would not kill ? Did he tell the white people I 
made such an arrangement ? Because if he did he has deceived them. I do kill ; but do 
not consider that I have done anything yet in the way of killing. Why do the white 
people start at nothing ? I have not yet begun ; I have yet to kill ; it is the custom of 
our nation, and I shall not depart from it. 

" Why does the Governor of Natal speak to me about my laws ? Do I go to Natal 
and dictate to him about his laws ? I shall not agree to any laws or rules from Natal, 
and by so doing throw the large kraal which I govern into the water. My people will 
not listen unless they are killed ; and, while wishing to be friends with the English, I do 
not agree to give my people over to be governed by laws sent to me by them. 

" Have I not asked the English to allow me to wash my spears since the death of 
my father *Umpandi,* and they have kept playing with me all this time, treating me 
like a child ? Go back and tell the English that I shall now act on my own account, 
and if they wish me to agree to their laws 1 shall leave and become a wanderer ; but 
before I go it will be seen, as I shall not go without having acted. 

" Go back and tell the white men this, and let them hear it well. The Governor of 
JSTatal and I are equal ; he is Governor of Natal, and I am Governor here." 

Taken before me, 
(Signed) P. BERNAED PTNNET, 

Interpreter to the Natal Government. 

Office of Secretary for Native AfairSy Natal, 

November 2, 1876. 



Inclosure 2 in No. 165. 

Extract from a Letter from Mr. Osborn, Resident Magistrate of Newcastle^ to the Acting 

Secretary for Native Affairs, 

FROM all I have been able to learn, Cetywayo's conduct has been and continues to 
be disgraceful. He is putting people to death in a shameful manner, especially girls. 
The dead bodies are placed by his order in the principal paths, especially at points 
where the paths intersect each other (cross-roads). A few of the parents of the young 
people so killed buried the bodies, and thus brought Cetywayo*s wrath on themselves, 
resulting not only in their own death, but destruction to the whole family. 

It is really terrible that such horrible savagery could take place on our own borders. 
Our KaGrs will never civilize so long as the Zulu Chief remains unrestrained in his 
barbarous acts towards his people. 

The natives in this division are of opinion that Cetywayo is endeavouring to 
reinstate Chaka's regime, and there is a strong belief that Cetywayo wiU, unless he 
changes his tactics soon, be ere long assassinated. 

Uhamu reproved Cetywayo the other day, reminded him of his promises to 



217 

Mr. Shepstone, and begged him to spare the people. This advice, as could be expected, 
was not relished. 

My own notion is that rum from Umhlati is to blame for all this. 



No. 166. 

Lieutenant-Governor Sir H. E. Bulwer^ K.C.M.G,, to the Earl of Carnarvon. — {Received 

December 11.) 

My Lord, Government House, Maritzburg, Nataly November 3, 1876. 

THE information received here from the Transvaal since the date of my last 
despatch on the subject of the hostilities with Sikukuni (of the 1 1th October)* is of no 
special importance. A summary of the principal matters of interest is given in the 
inclosed Report by the Acting Secretary for Native Affairs. 

2. I forward a copy of the reply said to have been sent by the Government of the 
Transvaal to the Memorial from Leydenburg, copy of which was forwarded in ray 
despatch of the 11th ultimo. 

Mr. Cooper, the Landdrost of Leydenburg, has been removed from his office for 
taking part in the Memorial. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) HENRY BULWER. 



Inclosure 1 in No. 166. 
Report of Acting Secretary for Native A fairs on the state of the Transvaal Republic. 

SINCE the demonstration made by the forces of Secocoeni against Steelpoort Fort, 
a party of Boers thought it necessary to attack a kraal of friendly Kafirs by night, 
succeeding in shooting four men, and capturing 6 women and 22 children. The women 
have been given to Kafirs at Kruger's Post, and the children distributed among the Boers 
to serve an apprenticeship (otherwise slavery), six of the children being taken to Leyden- 
burg ; the Landdrost of the place, Mr. Cooper, at once ordered the release of these 
people, and their return to their kraals, which does not appear to have been done. 

The garrison of Steelport laager has not succeeded in preventing the people of 
Sikukuni from planting, the purpose for which it was established there. 

Mr. Cooper, the Landdrost of Leydenburg (the same as above named) has been sum- 
marily dismissed from his post by President Burners for having signed a Memorial to 
the Government of the Transvaal, recommending foieign intervention, an armistice with 
Sikukuni, and Confederation. 

It is reported that Lieutenant Knapp, who was stated as missing the day on which 
the Steelpoort laager was attacked, was shot, and his body cut up for medicine (the 
natives firmly believing that the flesh of a white man possessed the double property of 
conveying additional courage, and freedom from other dangers, to the consumer or 

possessor. 

Von Schlickmann has, it appears, succeeded in organizing a force of 1 10 volunteers, 
chosen from some 600 who had offered themselves. With this force of 110 men. Von 
Schlickmann purposes first attacking the remainder of the late Johannes' people, then 
proceeding to Sikukuni, whose stronghold, from all accounts, will not be found by this 
able commander so easy to subdue. 

A requisition to Mr. Justice Rietz, of the Free State, to stand as a candidate for 
the Transvaal Presidency, is in course of signature at Leydenburg. 

A reix)rt had reached Leydenburg that Sikukuni was calling in all his men prepara- 
tory to trekking to the Tati with his whole tribe. This is, however, doubted, as they are 

. busy cultivating. 

The inhabitants of the Gold Fields are still, from all accounts, unmolested by the 
natives, and it is stated that there are Englishmen very near Sikukuni's, who are perfectly 
safe only one condition being imposed upon them by the Chief, viz., neutralitv- 

(Signed) J. W. SHEPSTONE, 

Acting Secretary for Native Affairs. 
Office of Secretary for Native Affairs^ Natal, 

November 2, 1876. 

\ — 

I • No. 153. 

(463) 2 F 
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Inclosure 2 in No. 166. 
Taken from an Extra to the " Times of Natal,'' October 25, 1876. 

Gtentlemen, Govei-nment Office, Pretoria, October 11, 1876. 

I HAVE received instructions from his Honour the State President to acknowledge 
receipt of your Memorial sent to the Executive Council. 

His Honour has with deep sorrow noted the tone, as well as the unreasonable tenor, 
of your Memorial, more particularly w^hen the Government have taxed all their enerpes 
to meet the wishes of the burghers of Lydenburg, and very much regret that the 
burghers did not make better use of the assistance offered them, by the despatch of the 
burghers of Middleburg, as well as that of the Amaswazies. Had the people on that 
occasion not held back from the performance of their duty, the troubles at present 
existing had been avoided. 

I consider it unnecessary to answer all the special points embodied in your Memorial, 
as you will, under a calm reconsideration, observe the inconsistencies of your assertions, 
and at the same time you will comprehend that the Government have no right to run 
counter to any resolution of the Honourable the Volksraad. 

As long as we have not done our duty to suppress the enemy, we have no right to 
call in the aid of others, nor can we do so with propriety. 

I must express my surprise that you disapprove of the fort, as three of your Volk&- 
raad members gave it their fullest support. 

You will undoubtedly be sorry by this that you did not wait until the answer from 
the Government to the despatch had reached you before you drew up your Memorial. I 
will, however, make every allowance for the improprieties of the Memorial, it being 
apparently drawn up and signed under the influence of great fear ; and I trust that 
the measures adopted by the Government will be the means of dispelling the same. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) SWART, State Secretary. 



No. 167. 

Oovemor Sir H. Barkly, G.CM.Q., K C.B., to the Earl of Camarvon.'^{Rec€ived 

December 1 1 .) 

My Lord, Government House , Cape Town, November 13, 1876. 

WITH reference to my despatch of the 30th ultimo,* transmitting copy of one 
from the Administrator as to a complaint made to him by a British subject resident 
in the Batlapin territory, that he had been heavily fined by the Landdrost of Bloemhof, 
under the Commando Law of the South African Republic, I have now the honour to 
transmit copy of a further despatch from Major Lanyon, inclosing the reply of President 
Burgers to his remonstrance 

2. Your Lordship will perceive that, after stating that no authority had been given 
to commandeer slaughter-cattle or money from the inhabitants of the district, his 
Honour goes on, not merely to repudiate the Keate Award, but to re-assert the right of 
the Republic to the country, in virtue of its alleged subsequent cession by Gasibone 
Botlasitse. 

3. It forms a curious commentary on the latter assertion, that the most recent news 
from Pretoria reports it to be his Honour's intention to start shortly for the south- 
western frontier, with a view to settle things with this very Gasibone, who, as your 
Lordship will remember, has over and over again declared that he never knowingly and 
of his own free will made any cession whatever to the Republic. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) HENRY BARKLY. 



Inclosure 1 in No. 167. 



Sir, Kimberley, November 3, 1876. 

WITH reference lo my despatch No. 139 of the 21st October, I have the honour to 
transmit to yoiu: Excellency a copy of a translation of a despatch which I have received 



• No. 147. 
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from President burgers, with reference to Mr. Coleman's complaint against the Landdrost 
of Bloemhof. 

2. Your Excellency will perceive that no order was given to the Landdrost by that 
Government to commandeer any money or slanghter-cattle from the inhabitants. 

3. I cannot allow this despatch to be forwarded without calling your Excellency's 
attention to the statements of the President, that the Transvaal Government never 
recognized the Keate Award, or the line of the Republic defined thereby, and that that 
Government has jurisdiction over that portion of the country referred to oy virtue of the 
Treaty entered into in December 1873, with Gasibone Botlasitse Mohelabanque and his 
subordinate Chiefs and Council. 

4. I need only refer your Excellency to the Bloemhof arbitration, with regard to 
the rights of this Uhief to alienate territory to any Government. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) W. OWEN LANTON. 

His Excellency Sir Henry Barkly, G.G.M.G., K.C.B., 
&c. &c. &c. 



Inclosure 2 in No. 167. 



Sir, Government Office^ PretoriUy October 27, 1876. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Honour's letter of the 
20th instant, and, in reply, I wish to state that the matters therein referred to will have 
the prompt attention of the Government. 

The Landdrost of Bloemhof has, if this case is as reported, evidently misunderstood 
the instructions of the Government, as no orders were given to commandeer any money 
or slaughter cattle from the inhabitants. 

I consider it my duty, however, to inform your Honour that this Government has 
never acknowledged the Keate Award or the line of the Republic defined therebv, 
and that even if the legality of that Award were admitted, this Government woixld 
have full territorial jurisdiction over the lands at Christiana, by virtue of a Treaty 
entered into in December 1873 by this Government with the paramount Chief Gasibone 
Botlasitse Mohelabanque and his subordinate Chiefs and Council. 

Any English subjects, therefore, who come to reside in that district will be bound 
by the laws of the Republic. 

I have &c 
(Signed) ' THOS. BURGERS, State President. 
(Signed) Swart, State Secretary. 

Major W. Owen Lanyon, Admroistrator, 

Kimberley. 

No. 168. 

Governor Sir H. Barkly ^ G.C.M.G., K.C.B., to the Earl of Carnarvon. — {Receit)ed 

December 11.) 

My Lord, Government Houses Cape Town, November 13, 1876. 

WITH reference to my despatch of the 7th ultimo,* reporting that I had 
written to President Burgers, as directed by your Lordship, relative to the commandeering 
of British subjects in the Transvaal, I have now the honour to transmit copy of his 
Honour^s reply, as well as of a further communication which I thought it right to 
address to him. 

2. It will be seen that the Government of the Republic will be ready, should the Vo.ks- 
raad, during its next Session, authorize it, to enter into a Convention with Her Majesty's 
Government for exempting bond fide British subjects from " personal military service,'* 
but, as the Conventions entered into by President Burgers on his own authority, when 
iu Europe, with Holland, Belgium, &c., are reported to go further than this, I presume, 
from the tenor of the instructions sent to me, that such a concession would not satisfy 
your Lordship* 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) HENRY BARKLY. 

* No. 129. 

(453) 2 F 2 
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Inolosure 1 in No. 168. 

Sir, Government House^ Pretoria^ October 20, 1876. 

BY the last post I received your Excellency's letter of the 4th instant, complaining 
of the hardship which it is alleged British subjects, resident in the South African 
Republic, suffer in consequence of their remaining liable to the Commando Law. 

1. As no complaint of this nature, nor any application for exemption from personal 
military service has been made to this Government, it is impossible for me to judge in 
how far thei*e may exist any real foundation for the alleged grievance. 

2. I can confidently state, however, that express and decided orders were issued to 
commandeering oflBcers to call out only citizens of the State, and not to exact any personal 
military service from foreigners unless they had by law become bond fide subjects of the 
Republic and had claimed and exercised their rights as citizens ; and I may add that 
this Government is not only desirous to observe the rules of hospitality, followed by all 
civilized States in respect to any stranger who may for a time become resident in the 
Republic ; but it would also strongly suppress any attempt of its officials to commit a 
breach of such rules. 

3. The Government, therefore, regrets that your Excellency did not specially name 
a case in which such an act has been committed, and thereby place it in a position to 
institute an inquiry into the matter. 

Should the honourable the Volksraad in its next Session, when I hope to lay the 
proposal of a formal Convention on the subject before them, empower this Government 
to enter into such a Convention, and Her Majesty's Government, after what I have 
stated above, still be desirous to conclude such a Treaty, this Government will 
have great pleasure in meeting the wishes of Her Majesty's Government. 

5. Pending the execution of this, I am happy to say that my Government on its 
part gladly undertakes to act in strict consistency with the friendly assurances mutually 
expressed between Lord Carnarvon and myself during my stay in England, and to 
exempt any British subject who may apply to be so exempted, from any personal military 
duty. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) THOS. BURGERS, State President. 

SWART, State Secretary. 
His Excellency Sir Henry Barkly, G.C.M.G., K.C.B., 
&c. &c. &c. 



Inclosure 2 in No. 168. 



Sir, Government Hoitse, Cape Totvn, November 10, 1876. 

[ BEG to acknowledge your Honour's despatch of the 20th ultimo, on the subject 
of the commandeering of British subjects resident in the South African Republic, 
informing me that no complaint has been made, and that it is impossible for you, therefore, 
to judge how far there may exist any real grievance in the matter. 

2. Your Honour, however, is able to assure me that the commandeering officers 
have orders to call out only citizens, and not to exact personal military service from 
aliens born who have not become naturalized subjects of the Republic. 

3. It would seem that these orders are not very precisely obeyed, for I must remind 
your Honour tliat Mr. Hampden Smithers, who had then lived only fifteen months at 
Pretoria, and was not the owner or occupier of any farm or land, wrote last year direct 
to Her Majesty's Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, complaining that his son, a 
youth of 18, had, with several other young Englishmen, been commandeered for the 
expedition to Swazi-Land, and that on my, in consequence, addressing as instructed, 
Acting President Joubert, the only answer was that the law of the Republic warranted 
the proceeding. 

4. In July tins year Mr, Smithers again complained to the Earl of Derby that his 
family had suffered from the provisions of the Commando Law, from which, as he 
pointed out, the subjects of several small European States had been exempted in virtue 
of special Conventions, and it was consequent on this second complaint that I received 
instructions from Her Majesty's Government to call on your Honour ^' at once and 
entirely to exempt British subjects from all obligations connected with military service." 

5. It will, I am sure, be gratifying to Her Majesty^s Government to learn from 
your Honour's reply that the Government of the South African Republic will be ready 
to meet their wishes by entering into a Convention to this effect with Great Britain, and 
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that, pending- its execution, the authorities of the Republic will undertake to exempt 
from personal military service any British subject who may apply to be so exempted. 

6. I feel it my duty, however, to point out that the latter promise does not go 
nearly so far as Her Majesty's Government desire, and that under it payment for 
substitutes or other " obligations connected with military service '' might continue to be 
exacted. In point of fact, representations have been recently received from a large 
number of British subjects resident at Potcherfstroom, stating that they have been 
obliged to contribute, not personal service alone, but considerable money and material 
supplies, thus altogether frustrating the object of the proposed Convention. 

7. I shall be very glad to be able to communicate to the Right Honourable the 
Earl of Carnarvon satisfactory assurances from your Honour upon this point likewise. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) HENRY BARKLY, High Commissioner. 

His Honour the President of the 
South African Republic. 



No. 169. 

Governor Sir H. Barkly^ G.C.M.O., K.C.B., to the Earl of Carnarvon. — {Received 

December 11.) 

My Lord, Government House, Cape Town, November 13, 1876# 

I HAVE the honour to transmit copy of a despatch from the Administrator repre- 
senting that postal communication bef ween the Transvaal and Kimberley was likely to 
cease in consequence of the Contractor at Pretoria being unable to negotiate bills for 
800Z., received in payment frop the Government of the Republic ; and asking my sanction 
to advancing money on the bills in question, upon the Contractor's agreeing to continue 
the service for some months longer. 

2. Seeing the great importance of obtaining the earliest intelligence in the existing 
critical state of aflFairs, I telegraphed to Major Lanyon that, though I should have pre- 
ferred one of the banks discounting the bills on the strength of a private understanding 
with himself, I authorized his concluding the best arrangement he could for keeping up 
postal communication ; and I have this morning had a telegram in reply, saying " the 
matter is satisfactorily arranged, and service will continue till end of February." 

3. I trust your Lordship will approve of the step thus taken, which can hardly 
occasion eventual loss to Her Majesty's Government, as the claim on the South African 
Republic must, under any circumstances, prove in some way or other recoverable. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) HENRY BARKLY. 



Inclosure in No. 169. 

Sir, Kimberley i November 3, 1876. 

I HAVE the honour to inform your Excellency that Mr. Green, the Contractor for 
the conveyance of the mail between this place and Pretoria, has been to see me to-day, 
with the Postmaster for Kimberley. Mr. Green informs me that he cannot get the 
Transvaal Government to pay him for performing this duty, and that he has now bills 
from them for 800/., which he cannot negotiate in any way. The bank at Pretoria 
refuses to discount them at any price. He states that he cannot carry on the work any 
longer unless he gets some money to pay his current expenses, as he is now being 
pressed for his liabilities by those who are engaged under him in this work. 

2. Mr. Green can carry on the contract for some months longer if he be paid this 
800Z. , certainly to the end of the year. 

3. As I am strongly of opinion that the performance of this mail service is at present 
one of great moment to Imperial interests, bearing in mind the progress of events 
in the Transvaal, I venture to propose, for your Excellency's consideration, whether it 
would be proper for me to advance on the bills in question a sum equal to that mentioned 
on Mr. Green entering into an agreement to carry on the service for a certain time, and 
further, handing over the bills, and giving such other guarantees as the Attorney-General 
may approve of for the due repayment of the money and interest to this Government. 

4. I feel that I am going beyond my province in making this proposal to your 
Excellency, but I feel so strongly the necessity for Imperial interests of keeping open 
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this— the most direct — line of communication with the Transvaal at the present time, 
that I venture to suggest the expediency of taking this action. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) W. OWEN LANTON. 

His Excellency Sir H. Barkly, G.O.M.G., K,O.B., 
&c. &c. &c. 



No. 170. 

Governor Sir H. Barkly, Gr.C.M.G., K.C.B., to the Earl of Carnarvon. — {Received 

December 11.) 

My Lord, Government House, Cape Tovm, November 13, 1876. 

SO much depends at the present juncture upon having as Resident with the Chief 
Kreli a gentleman on whose firmness, discretion, and conciliatory manner the Govern- 
ment can place the fullest reliance, that I have gladly acquiesced in the advice of my 
Ministers to confer this important appointment, with a suitable salary, upon Colonel 
Eustace, who was formerly in Her Majesty's regular army, but afterwards commanded 
the Cape Town Volunteers, having likewise for several years represented the city in the 
House of Assembly, till the last general election, when he retired. 

2. Colonel Eustace, having been furnished with confidential instructions for his 
guidance, started by the last steamer for East London, and will lose no time in reaching 
his destination. 

3. I have issued the usual Commission in his favour, under the Imperial Act 
26 & 27 Vict., c. 35. 

I have, &c. . 
(Signed) HENRY BAEKLT. 



No. 171. 

Governor Sir H. Barkly, G.C.M.G., K.C.B., to the Earl of Carnarvon.^— (Received 

December 11.) 

My Lord, Government House, Cape Town, November 14, 1876. 

I LAID your Lordship's despatch of the 12th ultimo,* commenting on the report of 
the barbarous execution of two Kafirs by command of President Burgeiis, before my 
Executive Council, but the members of that body possessed no further information on 
the subject than was to be gathered from the public press. 

2. I have made it my business, however, to inquire whether the report, which I 
presume to be that contained in the letter to the " Cape Town Argus,'* signed 
" Africander," which I extract, is well founded, and with the following results : — 

3. The statements in that letter were vouched for by the name of the writer ; they 
were confirmed by letters in the " Transvaal Advocate " and "Transvaal Argus," news- 
papers published at Potchefstroom ; from other persons, who likewise gave their names, 
and their substantial accuracy was not denied during the discussions which took place 
in the Volksraad at Pretoria. 

4. In the course of these discussions the President is reported by the " Volksstem,' 
the official organ, to have said that the prisoners were put to death by sentence of the 
Council of War, which was perfectly justified in what they had done : '* the Zulu who 
had been arrested at Wakkerstroom as an emissary of Cetywayo's not being really a 
subject of that Chief, but a Swazi, and therefore a subject of the Republic," whilst the 
other man was accused of having led the commando into an ambush. 

6. No attempt seems to have been made by his Honour to extenuate the mode of 
carrying out the sentence, but I have read a letter in one of the Transvaal newspapers, on 
which I cannot now lay my hand, from a member of the Council of War, in which it is openly 
stated that, as ammunition was scarce and there were no trees near, shooting or hanging 
were out of the question, and that it was decided that spies deserved no better fate than 
to be assegaied ! 

6. It is impossible to reason with men who profess such sentiments, but it is conso- 
latory to perceivo that they are repro1)alcd witli scarcely an exception by the press of 
South Al rica, and there can be little doubt thai thU and other acts of cruelfy have done 

• Not printed. 
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more to clieck sympathy abroad and alienate the affections of the educated portion of 
the community at home than the mistakes and faihires of the RepubUcan Government. 

7. It has been remarked in the ** Gold Fields Mercury " that as martial law, though 
assumed to be in force in the Lydenburg district, has never yet been formally proclaimed, 
all the acts of this so-called ^^ Krijgsraad " were illegal ; but be this as it may, it is clear 
that such a Tribunal could have no jurisdiction in the case of the Zulu, who had been 
brought from hundreds of miles away, near the Natal border ; and it will be difficult to 
convince Cetywayo that the execution of this man was not a cold-blooded and cruel 
murder, 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) HENRY BARKLT, 



Inclosure 1 in No. 171. 



BY the post from the Transvaal yesterday we received a letter which we publish with 
mingled feelings of sorrow and indignation. We feel sorrow at the fact that a man 
like President Burgers should have countenanced such atrocity, and we feel indignation 
at the crime against humanity perpetrated under the very eyes of a ruler of a civilized 
State. But we cannot trust ourselves to comment, at present, on a deed that will fix 
for ever a mark of infamy on the name of President Burgers, and we merely have to 
say that the tale of horror told by our correspondent is confirmed from other sources. 
The writer says : — 

" Mr. Editor, — ^This is a true account of how two prisoners were murdered by the 
Transvaal Commando, under President Burgers. 

" The prisoners (one a Zulu, the other one of Sikukuni*s men) were sentenced to be 
shot. They were taken out of the laager handcuffed, and chains on their legs, and each 
had a long rein tied to his wrists, the rein being held by a Boer, when some Kafirs, 
who were in readiness, stabbed them to death with assegaies. Each man had no less 
than twelve stabs, and every time be tried to rise he was pulled on his face by the man 
who held the reim. The General, President, and members of the Council of War were 
within thirty yards of the murder — you can call it nothing else. After the men 
were dead our Kafirs had orders to chop their feet off to get the chains off, which 
they did. 

** This is a true, unvarnished account by myself, who saw the whole thing. 

(Signed) **An Apeicandee." 

Pretoria, August 20, 1876. 



Inclosure 2 in No. I7l« 



THE following letter signed '* Justitia" appears in the ** Transvaal Argus '*:— 
" In the report of the proceedings of the Volksraad, as furnished by the Volksstem, 
in its last issue, I find that his Honour the President is stated to have said that the Kafir 
who was stabbed to death (sentence of death having been passed on him by the 
Krijgsraad, or Council of War), was no subject of Cetywayo, as has all along been 
supposed, but that he was a 'Zwasie, and as such a subject of this State, under the Chief 
Umbeline, which Chief had committed, from time to time, divers depredations and other 
crimes, and even Cetywayo did not acknowledge this said Umbeline as being one of his 
captains, and that the Krijgsraad was perfectly justified in what they had done. I do 
not find that any honourable member at the time, had got up in his place to ask his 
Honour how then it came to pass that Cetywayo sent this man on a secret and confidential, 
and 80 important a mission — namely, to kill Umtonta, when he was no subject of his. 
This matter assuredly requires clearing up ; for should it appear that this Kafir was a 
subject to all intents and purposes, of Cetywayo, I consider putting him to death is the 
most fatal error of all the many errors that have been committed during the last 
commando. Cetywayo is sure to avenge the death of this Kafir. I quite agree with 
M. de Vries, that this man ought to have been tried by a Civil Court (these Courts not 
having been closed), and I feel convinced that as the crime of murder had not been 
committed, sentence of death could not, and would not, have been passed upon him by 
such civil Court. 
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Inclosure 3 in No. 171. 
" Transvaal Advocate,^^ August 28, 1876. 

The Tbansvaal Barbarity. — In the leading article of last week's issue a con- 
strained reference was made to the manner of the '* executions '' under sentence of 
court-martial of the false guide, and of the Zulu captured at Wakkerstroom when 
attempting to kill or take Umtonga, a brother of Ketchwayo. A story had reached us, 
very deliberately and circumstantially told, but which we would . not believe ; and 
assumed, as has been assumed by many other journals beyond the State, that the men 
had been hanged or shot in due form. 

We very deeply regret to say that the assumption was unfounded, and that the 
horrible and shameful story is true. The wretched men were handed over to some of 
Mapoch's people, by whom they were stabbed to death with assagaies ! 

Of course we do not believe for a moment that the court-martial so directed. But 
there seems absolutely no reason to doubt that tlie man or men to whom the duty of 
seeing the sentence executed was committed, did so cause or allow it to be carried out. 
A grave question certainly does arise here. In what terms was the sentence of the 
Court pronounced ? Did it neglect to prescribe the manner of execution ? 

AVe cannot trust ourselves *^o comment upon the shameful tale. Indeed, the simple 
fact is enough, that savage heathen auxiliaries were employed as the instruments of 
carrying out, in their own barbarous way, the sentences of a court of " civilized *' and 
" Christian " men. A grave responsibility rests somewhere. 

We advert to the matter with great sorrow, and would not have done it at all if we 
had any doubt remaining as to the fact. But it was narrated in the plainest terms by 
Mr. la Rey, of the Maquasie contingent, not only in our presence, but in that of the 
Landdrost of Potchefstroom, a member of Volksraad, and other gentlemen. Mr. la Rey 
distinctly said he was close by, and although he did not or vvould not look on at the 
actual killing, saw the stabbed bodies a few minutes afterwards. And, quite indepen- 
dently of any information which could have been given by him, we observe that the 
story, in substance, had reached Kimberley, and been noticed in a newspaper there, 
before it had come to our notice at all. 



Inclosure 4 in No. 171. 



THE " Volksstem " received last night contains a report — garbled or otherwise — of 
the proceedings in the Transvaal Volksraad. The President^ having been asked information 
about a certain battle, is reported to have said, *' he had not been present himself at the 
fight. It was well known he was of a timid disposition, and always shunned danger.*' 
It would appear from this that Commandant Coetzee was not the only leader of the 
Transvaal army of " a timid disposition." The President also stated that it was not one* 
of Cctywayo's Kafirs, who had been put to death by order of a court-martial, but 9 
Zwazie, *'and it was known that Zwazie-Land formed part of [the Transvaal] Republic." 
There are evidently more troubles ahead should the Transvaal ever feel itself strong 
enough to go against its late " allies,^' the Amazwazies. 

No. 172. 

Governor Sir H. Barkly, G.C.M.G., K.C.B.j to the Earl of Carnarvon. — (Received 

December 11.) 

My Lord, Government House, Cape Town^ November 14, 1876. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit copy of a despatch which I have written to tlie 
Lieutenant-Governor of Natal, covering two Memoranda of a satisfactory tenor by the 
Cape Secretary for Native Affairs as to recent events in East Griqua-Land. 

2. Your Lordship will perceive that the whole of the Basutos who resisted the law 
have now been arrested and delivered over to Government, and that, in the opinion of 
Mr. Brownlee, there is no good ground for supposing that there is any wide-spread 
disaffection in that country; but, on the contrary, every reason for relying on the 
loyalty of the great body of the Basuto people, as well as in the friendly feelings of the 
Pondos and other neighbouring tribes. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) HENRY BARKLT, 
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Inclosure 1 in No. 172. 

Sir, Government House, Cape Town^ November 13, 1876 

WITH reference to our previous correspoodence on the subject of recent 
occurrences in East Griqua-Land, as also to your Excellency's despatches addressed to 
the Right Honourable the Secretary of State on the same subject, of which you have 
been good enough to send me copies, I have the honour to transmit a Memorandum 
from tie Secretary for Native AflFairs of this Colony, from which it will be seen that he 
concurs with your own Acting Secretary that matters are not so serious as represented 
by the Natal detectives. 

2. This Memorandum, it is true, was written before Mr. Brownlee had had an 
opportunity of seeing your Excellency's despatch of the 31st ultimo to Lord Carnarvon, 
with its inclosures, in which still more alarming rumours as to a general combination of 
Chiefs from Delagoa Bay southwards to attack the whites are given, but the hopeful 
views expressed in it have certainly received subsequent confirmation from the course of 
events in East Griqua-Land. Maquai, who is named among the disaffected Chiefs, 
having voluntarily pursued and captured several of Nehemiah Moshesh's people who 
refused to surrender to Captain Blyth, whilst only yesterday information arrived from 
Mr. Griffith, my agent in Basuto-Land, that Morosi, the Chief into whose almost 
impenetrable fastnesses, beyond the Orange River, the rest had escaped, arrested, and 
delivered them over at once to Mr. Austen, the nearest Magistrate. 

3. The preliminary examinations into the charge against Nehemiah Moshesh have 
just reached Cape Town, and if they should be found to disclose, in the opinion of the 
Attorney-General, a sufficient case for arraigning him for treason and sedition, it is my 
intention to issue a Special Commission for his trial 

I will not fail to apprize your Excellency at any rate of the nature of the evidence 

elicited. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) HENRY BARKLT, High Commissioner. 

His Excellency Sir Henry Bulwer, K.C.M.G., 

Lieutenant-Governor. 

P.S. lith. — Having shown to Mr. Brownlee the statement of Ngoti and likeuyana, 
transmitted in your Excellency's despatch of 31st ultimo, that gentleman has furnished 
lue with the further Memorandum which I now inclose. 

H. B. 

Inclosure 2 in No. 172. 
Mem4>randum. 

Office of Native Affairs , Cape Town, November 3, 1876. 

I CONCUR with Mr. Shepstone in thinking that matters are not so serious as 
represented by Sikunyana and Tyayasantsi, and the utterances of a few Basutos in the 
neighbourhood of the disaffection cannot be regarded as the sentiments of their country, 
men generally, or those of the surrounding tribes. 

Sibi, by whom I presume Zibi is intended, is not a Basuto, but a most loyal Fingoe, 
and at feud with his Basuto neighbours, who, before the country was taken over by us, 
had endeavoured to drive him out. Sikunyana is the Katir name of Nehemiah Moshesh, 
and he is evidently the person referred to in the end of Sikunyana's statement. 

Messengers may have gone between the Chiefs named ; this is a common occurrence. 
Interested parties may have associated the messages with the insubordination at Matatiel, 
but I think there is not the least reason for this. We have every reason to be assured 
of the loyalty of the great body of the Basuto people, as well as of the friendly feeling 
of the Zulus and the Pondos. 

(Signed) C. BROWNLEE, 

Secretary for Native Affairs. 



Inclosure 3 in No. 172. 
Memorandum. 



Office of Native Affairs^ November 14, 1876* 

I HAVE nothing to add to the remarks I made on the last despatches from Natal. 

We have just received the result of the inquiry made by Captain Blyth in reference to 
(453) ^ / y g ^, 
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the resistance to his authority by Basulos in East Griqiia-Land. This resistance appears 
to have been confined to a few partizans of Nehemiah Moshesh, who claims a tract Qj( 
conntry in East Griqua-Land, which, upon inquiry by a Commission under the 
presidency of Mr. Griffith last >ear, it appeared that Nehemiah had no right to. 

In this country Nehemiah has placed some headmen, who acknowledge him d^ 
their Chief. Besides this, Nehemiah has placed one of his wives in the country i^ 
question, ostensitnly with the object of being near a doctor for medic?il ?idviQ?, bi^$ 
actually as his representative; an4 in this light the presence pf the woma^ In tha 
country is regarded by the people and Chiefs who were present during the investigation. 
Since the appoint^ne^it of the headmen, and since the residence of the woman at 
Matatiel, Nehemiah's adherents have endeavoured to eject tjiose of their neighbaursi 
who did not recognize Nehemiah, hence the collision between the natives, \\\\\ch 
resulted in Nehemiah 's adherents refusing to appear before the Magistrate, and 
subsequently taking up arms against Captain Blyth. The armed resistance, as is 
always the case in such matters with natives, has been greatly magnified and exaggerated. 
Makwai, who Mas reported as haviqg been implicated in the resistance to authority, has 
taken a leading payt against the rebels by arresting some of them, and capturing their 
stock, and handing it to Captain Blyth. 

The horsemen riding to and from Kojcstadt were evidently people who went there, 
or rather to Matatiel, to be present at the inquiry held by Captain Blyth, at which 
eveyy Chief and headman of East Griqua-Land, with many of their followers, were 
present ; and at this meeting, so far from syjnpathising with Nehemiah, the Chiefs and 
neadpien distinctly stated that he was responsible for the resistance at Matatiel, and for 
the disgust prevailing in the land, and copci^rred in his arrest. 

(Signed) C. BROWNLEE, 

Secretary for Native Affqirs. 

No, 173. 

Governor Sir H. Barkly, G.C.M.G., K.C.B., to the Earl of Carnarvon. — (Received 

December 11.) 

My Lord, Government House, Cape Toiony November 14, 1876. 

I AM forwarding a telegram by this opportunity to Madeira, to be dispatched 
thence by the British Consul, announcing the total loss of the hired transport '• St. Law- 
rence," and the safety of the battalion of 3rd Buffs which was on board. 

2. This untoward event occurred early in the morning of the 8th instant, when the 
vessel struck on the Paternoster Rocks, lying, as will be seen from the sketch map 
inclosed,* a short distance from the mainland, about 90 miles north-west of Table Bay. 
The weather being fine, the troops were at once disembarked in the boats, and encamped 
on the sandy beach, where they remained awaiting assistance from hence. The news 
reached the Lieuteuant-General co^nmanding at daybreak on the following morning, 
having been brought overland by one of the officers on horseback, and the disaster was 
at once notified to the Commodore at Simon's Bay. 

8. Her xMajesty's ships " Active,'* " Spartan," and " Spiteful," which had fortu- 
nately recently arrived there, got up steam as soon as possible and repaired to the scene 
of the wreck, which had been already reached by a small tug from Table Bay, and where 
they joined in rendering every needful service. 

4. The troops had saved their rifles and accoutrements, but a good deal of the 
cargo is reported to be lost, including some field pieces, and a large quantity of gun- 
powder and ammunition. 

5. About 300 rank and file have already been landed in Table Bay by the "Active,** 
the remainder, exceeding 200 in number, being on board the ** Spartan," which has not 
yet come in. They will be quartered in the Cape Town Barracks and at Wynberg 
until they are ready to proceed to their destination, which, as your Lordship is aware, 
has been changed to East London in lieu of Natal. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) HENRY BARELY. 



♦Not printed, 
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No.^174. 

Colonial Office to the Aborigines Protection Society. 

Sir, Downing Street, December 11, J 876. 

I AM directed by the Earl of Carnarvon to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
dated November,* respecting the atrocities reputed to have been committed by the 
Transvaal forces in the course of the recent hostilities against Sikukuni, and expressing 
a hope that any British subjects implicated therein may be brought to justice in an 
English Court of law. 

2. I am to acquaint you that Lord Carnarvon has seen the reports of these crimes 
with the greatest pain and anxiety, and that he has more than once addressed the 
Governor of the Cape of Good Hope on the subject of them. 

3. In the present disordered condition of the Transvaal, it is extremely difficult to 
carry on any of ihe ordinary communications with a neighbouring Government, or to 
obtain any of the ordinary objects of such communications, but Lord Carnarvon has 
instructed Sir Henry Barkly to press for further inquiry into the horrible occurrences 
referred to by yott ; and it is to be hoped that the President of the Transvaal Republic 
will respond to his demand by causing a searching investigation to be made, but his 
Lordship does not see how, at this moment, the perpotraiors of tlie deeds (supposing the 
facts prove to be as stated) can be made amenable to justice in an English Court of Law. 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) W. R. MALCOLM. 

No. 175. 
The Earl of Carnarvon to Lieutenttnt-^overnor Sir i?. Bulwer, K.C.M.G. 

Sir, Ddivning Street, December 17, 1876. 

I HAVE received your despatch of 30tli October,! inclosing copy of a message 
which you had sent to Cetywayo on the subject of a rejxjrt tliat had reached your 
Government that the Zulus had been putting to death girls and young men for their 
disobedience to the King's orders in respect of their marriage. 

I have also received your despatch bf the 2nd of November, J reporting the return 
of the messengers, with Cety wAyo's ailsw^r. 

As matters now stand, it is not possible to recommend the immediate adoption of 
any definite course of action, but I am confident that you will continue as heretofore to 
use great caution in the present unquestionably critical state of affairs, and that you will 
not fail to keep' Sir Henry Barkly fully informed of the course of events. 

I have &c. 
(Signed) ' CARNARVON. 



No. 176. 

Lieutenant-Governor Sir H. E. Bulwer, K.C.M.G., to the Earl of Carnarvon. — {tteceivid 

December 18.) 

My Lotd, Government House, Maritzburgy Natal, November 18, 1876* 

I INCLOSE a Memorandum by Mr. J. W. Shepstone, Acting Secretary for Native 
Affairs, giving the purport of a statement made to him by a native of this Colony named 
Mahoieza, who, some months ago, being in the Transvaal in search of a person who had 
charge of some cattle belonging to him, xVas met by a party of armed Boers on their 
way to join the commando against SikuKuni. He was stopped by this party, and 
compelled to serve them as a waggon leader or driver, and, whilst with them, was present 
at the attack upon Sikukuni's stronghold, of which he gives an interesting description. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) HENRY BULWEB. 

Inclosure in No. 176. 

Statement of Mahoiem, a Native of this Colony, under the Chief Tulasizwe, of Newcastle 

Division. 

October 23, 1876. 

I AM in the employ of Mr. Fynney, and left Maritzburg about seven months ago, 
for the purpose of proceeding to the Division of Newcastle to obtain three horses and 
three head of cattle, my property. 

* No. 151. t No. I'w. X No. 165. 
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On arrival there, I found that the native in whose charge they were had gone into 
the Transvaal. I obtained a pass from the resident Magistrate of Newcastle, for the 
purpose of folio vsdng him. 

On getting into the territory of the Republic I saw large numbers of Boers, armed, 
going to join the Commando against Sikukuni. I was ordered by the Commandant of 
one of these parties to lead his oxen. I demurred, producing my pass, saying I was a 
British subject, and had nothing to do with the Republic, or its quarrels, but only 
wished to be permitted to proceed on my way. I was then told by the Boers that it was 
not Natal I was then in, but a country of blood ; and I was further informed that it was 
at my option either to obey or be shot. I still hesitated, when one of the natives (who 
was present) advised me to do what I was told, or I should certainly be shot. I accor- 
dingly led the oxen, and went with the Commando to Sikukuni's mountain, where an 
encampment was formed by waggons drawn into a circle. 

The attack on the mountain which was close to (about 1,500 yards oflf) was 
arranged to be effected the third night after arrival ; the Commando to leave the Laager 
at 8 o'clock P.M., which was done. Soon after the Commando started I heard the alarm 
fife of Sikiikuni's people given, and almost immediately after this heavy firing com- 
menced, which continued unabated until noon on the day following, when I saw the 
Boers retreating in great disorder. .Most of them, on reaching the camp, inspanned 
their waggons in great haste, notwithstanding the remonstrance of the few English 
present, refusing to take any further part in the fight. 

I was with others ordered to search for and collect the dead bodies of the Boers 
who had fallen, of which I myself counted seventeen (beside a considerable number of 
wounded). How many more killed I cannot say, as the ground covered in the fight by 
the Transvaal forces was much larger than that I traversed. 

I remarked that the Basutos were all well armed with guns, even to young boys, 
and kept up a steady and well-delivered fire. 

I also observed that Sikukuni's mountain was well and ingeniously fortified by a 
series of stone walls, substantially erected, forming cover for great numbers of sharp- 
shooters, who xmder the protection of these walls picked oflF the advancing Boers. 

I wish to add that I consider it impossible for the Boers to take Sikukuni's 
stronghold ; and, further, that the position of the Steel Poort Laager is one of imminent 
peril, situated as it is on the north bank of the Lubalule — a large and deep river — and 
the Basutos declared in my hearing that they were only awaiting the filling of this 
river by the spring rains to cut off and destroy the inmates of it, as they would then be 
unable to retreat. 

Before the fight, an aged Basuto came to the Laager from the' mountain, who 
asked the Boers: "What brought you here? Do you still wish to retain all the 
comforts of a home and enjoy a peaceful life ? If you do, return. If not, remain 
where you are.'* The only reply the old man received was one of derision. A letter 
was also brought by one Basuto to the Laager from Sikukuni, which contained (as I 
was informed) a repetition of the old man's message. 

After the fight, a mounted Basuto of Sikukuni's rode up to the Laager, and told 
the Boers that Sikukuni did not wish to fight with them ; that they had better return 
home and not deceive themselves, as they would never get the land. The only people to 
whom they would give it, would be the English. 

The Basutos state that their boundary is two-and-a-half days' walk (or sixty 
miles about), south and west, from Sikukuni's town, which is what they claim. 

Sikukuni's force far outnumbered that of the Transvaal ; in fact, the latter appeared 
in comparison a mere handful. 

The Boers that inhabited that part of the country were subject to Sikukuni, and 
paid him an annual tribute. 

During the attack on Sikukuni's stronghold, two Boers (or two of the commando) 
attempted each to plant a red flag on the mountain, but were instantly shot down, one 
killed and the other severely wounded. 

(Signed) MAHOIEZA, his M mark. 

Taken before me, 
(Signed) J. W. Shepstone, 

Acting Secretary for Native Affairs. 
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No. 177. 

Lieutenant-Governor Sir H. E. Bulwer, K.C.M.G., to the Earl of Carnarvon. — {Received 

December 18.) 

My Lord, Government House, Maritzburg, Natal, November 13, 1876. 

In a recent despatch, I mentioned that I had received information from Zulu-Land 
of the arrival at the King's Kraal of Mr. Rudolph, on a mission, it was believed, from 
the Government of the South African Republic, respecting the territorial question in 

dispute. 

2. From private sources of information, I have since heard that Mr. Rudolph 
arrived empowered by his Government to settle the boundary question however he 
might. Whether any progress was made towards a definite settlement of the question, 
it is not stated ; but, when Mr. Rudolph left, he said to a missionary living in tlie Zulu 
country, *' I have not got all I want, but it is peace." The King is said to have treated 
liim with great hauteur and indifference. He was angry because Mr. Rudolph had not 
the power to consent, or would not consent, to his making war upon the Amaswazi. 

3. Notwithstanding the Transvaal Government, Cetywayo, however, it is said, is 
bent upon attacking the Amaswazi ; and our informants living in Zulu- Land are of 
opinion that some such movement is certainly contemplated. The Great Feast of First 
Fruits (Umkosi) is fixed to take place about the 12th of December, a month earlier than 
usual ; and men who have long lived on mission stations are being hunted up and 
ordered to join their regiments, which has never been done before. 

I have &c* 
(Signed) HENRY BULWER. 



No. 178. 

Governor Sir H, Barkly, G.C.M.G,, K.C.B.y to the Earl of Carnarvon. — {Received 

December 18.) 

• 

My Lord, Government House, Cape Toum^ November 18, 1876. 

1 TAKE leave to forward, for your Lordship's information, copy of a despatch 
which reached me a few days since from President Burgers. 

2. It purports to be written in reply to mine of the 6th ultimo, in which I protested 
against the continuance of the Sikukuni war, but it may be described rather as an 
elaborate statement as to the relations of the Boers, from the earliest date, towards the 
Bapiri, and an eloquent yet inconclusive defence of his Honour's own proceedings in 
commencing and carrying on hostilities against that tribe. 

3. It seems strange, at first sight, that the President, supposing himself to have so 
good a case, should not long ago have brought it before the world, at any rate when 
acknowledging your Lordship's despatch of the 12th of July, in which the whole 
question was raised ; but a closer examination will show that it was no easy task that 
had to be performed. 

4. If, indeed, his Honour's premises were sustainable by suificient proofs, it might 
not be difficult for him to show that the defiant attitude assumed at one time by Siku- 
kuni towards the South African Republic justified recourse to arms, though the questions 
of prudence and humanity would still have remained for consideration. 

6. But, however highly President Burgers may extol the forbearance of the Boers, 
or denounce the ingratitude of the natives ; and however flowing and circumstantial his 
narrative of the transactions between the two during the last thirty years may be, it will 
be found, on careful perusal of his despatch, that no evidence whatever is adduced in 
support of his position, save three very questionable documents, of the nature of which 
your Lordship is already aware. 

6. The first of these is the grant of a vast tract of country made in 1846 by the 
Chief Umswas to the Boer pioneers, the boundaries given in which, as shown in my 
despatch of 2nd ultimo,* are quite unintelligible, and do not apparently include 
the territory inhabited by Sikukuni. It is now, however, alleged that his father, 
Seqnati, was sent for on the occasion, and admitted that, having been subjugated by the 
Swazies, he had no land. His whole subsequent career shows that, if he ever made 
such an admission, it was while under duresse, probably to save his tribe from being 
exterminated, as is said to have been under discussion. 

* No. 118. 
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7. At all events, the second document, the Treaty between Sequati and the tjyclen- 
berg Republic in 1 856, shows that, despite attacks both from Boers and Swazies, he had 
then so far succeeded in reinstating his tribe in a portion of their ancestral domains, as 
to have his right to independent jurisdiction north of the Steelpoort River formally 
admitted. 

8. The third piece of evidence relied on by President Burgers, viz., the map 
attached to the Treaty concluded in 1869 between Presidient Pretorius and the Chevalier 
Du Prat, acting for the Government of Portugal, tallies pretty closely with that sent to 
Sir Philip Wodehouse at the time, which led to a distinct refusal on the part of the 
British Government to recognize the validity of the Proclamation by which it was 
sought to annex to the Republic immense territories inhabited by native tribes, never 
under Portuguese control. 

9. Moreover, were the boundaries laid down in that map adopted, the limits of the 
Republic would be extended, as may be seen, to the shores of the Indian Ocean near 
St. Lucia Bay, a claim which liis Honour only the other day took occasion to state that 
your Lordsliip was mistaken in supposing him ever to have preferred. 

10. The allusion in my despatch of the 6th ultimo to the widely different boundaries 
assigned to the Republic in its own maps down to a comparatively recent period, is got 
rid of by characterizing them as '* unauthorized publications/' and by referring to the 
change last year in the views of the Rev. Mr. Merensky, one of their compilers. 

11. Though Jeppe and Merensky 's map of 1868 may not have been *^ official" in 
the strict sense of th^^ word, it certainly did not emanate from a source hostile to the 
Republic, and as it bore on it the names of its Surveyor-General and other public 
officers, it is strange that its exclusion of Sikukuni's country, if incorrect, should have 
remained so long unchallenged. 

12. Whatever countenance that Chief may have given to the pretensions of 
Johannes, Mr. Burgers has certainly not succeeded in showing that, under such 
circumstances, to have denied him the rights of a lawful belligerent, proclaimed him a 
rebel, and confiscated every acre of his lands, was not, to say the least, a harsh and 
unwarrantable measure. 

13. But if this may be said as to the form of commencing the war, what may not 
be safely asserted as to the mode in which it has for some months past been prosecuted ? 

14. An attempt is made at the commencement of his Honour's despatch to justify 
the employment of Von Schlickmann's corps, and to make out that the men are on the 
same footing, as regards pay and allowances, as the Cape Mounted Police, ^* although, 
according to the custom of the land, they will have a share in the booty they capture ; " 
but this scarcely demands serious refutation, for, whatever colour may be given to the 
assertion by the Act just passed by the Volksraad, it is notorious that there is no money 
in the Pretoria Treasury, and that the " volunteers " receive nothing but what they can 
help themselves to. 

15. Von SchUckmann himself, when seeking recruits at the Gold Fields, dwelt on the 
20,000 head of cattle still in the kraals of the natives as the grand inducement to 
enlist. 

16. With regard to the statement that the farms to be allotted to those who serve 
throughout the war are not meant to be situated in the country from which they are to 
expel the natives, but " in uninspected Government lands lying east and north-east, west 
and north-west of the Looloo mountains" (the very country, nevertheless, occupied by 
Sikukuni and his allies), I well remember reading a speech made by his Honour in the 
Volksraad some two years ago, in which he denied that the Government had any farms 
at its disposal, titles Jiaving been issued to more than could be found ; and as it would 
appear from the report of recent discussions in that body that his Honour since 
hypothecated 3,000,000 acres (6,000 square miles), when in Holland, as security for 
the Delagoa Bay Railway Loan, I am at a loss to conceive how further promises are to 
be met unless by fresh conquests. 

17. His Honour's excuse for employing tlie Swazies as allies, and his half apologetic 
explanation of the killing of women and children, both by them and by Von 
Schlickmann's corps, will scarcely, I imagine, constitute a satisfactory response to your 
Lordship's inquiries on these points, even though he winds up with the startling assertion 
that to his certain knowledge there has been less cruelty in this respect than in any 
former native war in the Repiiblic, and perhaps in South Africa. 

18. The latter insinuation will, I am confident, be met by an indignant contradiction 
from all who have had experience of Kafir warfare on the Cape frontier. For my own 
part I can only say that I have never heard nor read of wanton barbarities having been 
perpetrated by either troops or volunteers in this Colony during the last half century. 
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12. Whether, on the other hand, the cruelties now being committed in the 
Transvaal are as nothing in comparison with those of former wars, I cannot undertake 
to say. Fearful atrocities were unquestionably practised in old days by the Boers 
(witness the suffocating of whole tribe in the Makapan caverns, but better things were 
naturally looked for under the rule of President Burgers, and yet when I find accounts 
such as those in the inclosed letter from Lydenburg, which I extract from the " Argus *' 
of to-day, telling how the villages of tribes who remained neutral have been attacked 
by Commandos, and the women and children carried off into slavery, or even ruthlessly 
murdered when not allowed to be ^enslaved, there seem really little symptoms of amend- 
ment. 

20. I see no cause at any rate to regret having entered my protest against the 
continuance of a contest which his Honour, notwithstanding all his protestations, is 
evidently powerless to control, and I trust I shall never be directed to withdraw it until 
an effectual stop be put to deeds of violence no less brutalising to those who practise 
them than fraught with peril to the best interests of all in South Africa. 

T have &c 

(Signed) ' HENRY BARKLY. 



Inclosure 1 in No. 178. 

Sir, Government House, Pretoria^ October 24, 1 876. 

BY last week's post I had the honour of receiving your Excellency's despatch of the 
6th instant, in reply to my letter of the 18th ultimo. 

X, T thank your Excellency for your kind consideration in forwarding copies of my 
letters to the Right Honourable the Earl of Carnarvon, as I have no doubt his Lordship 
will fully appreciate the observations they contain, and the plain statement of facts 
thereiq set forth regarding the action my Government was compelled to take against the 
aggressive movements of Sikukuni. 

2. I need not disguise from your Excellency the great disappointment with which 
this Government read the contents of your despatch after the distinct declaration con- 
tained in my last communication, and the deep regret with which it learned that your 
Excellency should have felt it your duty not only to condemn the course it is forced to 
pursue, in defence of its just rights, but also to enter a solemn protest in the name of Her 
Majesty's Government against the continuance of the campaign, which is in reality 
nothing more than an act of self-defence, without the slightest attempt to disprove the 
justice of its cause. 

3. AUl^ough this Government has in all fairness the right of refusing to accept the 
€mus probandi, I shall nevertheless, in order to prove my sincere desire to act openly and 
in good faith with Her Majesty's Government, and in order to avoid even the appearance 
of a desires on the part of the Republic to act arbitrarily towards the natives, or in any 
way to iijffinge upon their rights, and in order also entirely to dispose of any doubts 
M'hich may exist about the justice of our cause, enter at some length into a review of the 
grounds upon which the Government considers itself fully justified in the course which it 
has adopted, and in duty bound to suppress the revolt. 

4. Before, however, entering into details, it is necessary that I should refer to some 
remarks contained in paragraphs 2 and 4 of your Excellency's letter, evidently caused 
through incorrect information. 

(a.) This Government, it is hardly necessary for me to say, heartily agrees with 
your Excellency in disapproving of any warfare carried on contrary to civilized practice, 
and hence it has done its utmost to suppress every act in violation of such practice ; but 
however much the fact may be deplored, it is nevertheless true, that no native war can 
be carried on in strict accordance with the mode of warfare between two civilized 
nations. 

(b.) That the corps raised by the State should be a body of mercenaries, who are to 
be paid by the '* booty they capture and the lands from which they succeed in expelling 
the inhabitants by fire and sword," I am happy to say is not the case. By referring to 
the Law passed by the honourable the Volksraad in its last Session, your Excellency 
will find that the members of the corps are to receive oL each per month, besides rations 
and their equipment ; more or less, the same allowance, therefore, which is paid to the 
Cape Frontier Mounted Police. It is true that according to the customs of the land the 
naen wijl each have a share in the booty t]\ey capture, and that Government, under the 
peculiar circumstances of the case, and the onerous duty expected from the poen in ^ 
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severe climate and unhealthy country during summer, is prepared to forego its share in 
the booty, after selecting from the booty the cattle stolen by the natives from the inhabi- 
tants, but your Excellency will perceive that this is an entirely different matter. 

(c.) From the Resolution of the honourable the Volksraad it is clear that the lands 
to be given out to these men under obligation of occupation are not '^ from which they 
succeed in expelling the inhabitants," a greater part of these lands being private property 
of the farmers, a large proportion of which has been occupied by the emigrants since 
1846 ; but the still open, or uninspected Government, lying east and north-east, west and 
north-west of the Looloo mountain. 

(d.) As regards the employment of natives in the campaign, I must remark that this 
Government fails to see w iiat reasonable objection can be raised against it, as long as 
they arc under check of white or civilized officers, as was the case in this instance ; in 
the same way as natives, such as Hottentots and Fingoes, were employed by the British 
Government in the Cape Colony during the Kafir wars, or as is even now the practice of 
civilized Governments in other parts of the world. It is most certainly to be deplored 
that women and children should share in the miseries of war, but I maintain that this 
cannot be prevented under the most civilized mode of warfare between tlie most civilized 
nations, and necessarily it can still less be avoided in a war with natives, who refuse open 
engagements, and consequently make it necessary that they should be attacked in their 
strongholds, where they remain mixed up with women and children. No one can be more 
averse to cruelty than I am myself, nor deplore it more deeply than I do, that through . 
the neglect of the commanding officer, who has been duly punished, the Amaswazies 
were allowed to enter the kraal of Johannes alone, and thus probably perpetrated 
unnecessary cruelty. At the same time, I am thankfiil to state, that to my certain 
knowledge, instead of the present war being less humane than other native wars, there 
has been less cruelty and severity upon women and children than in any former native 
war in the Republic, and perhaps in South Africa, and that the inquiries instituted by 
Government have hitherto proved that the alleged atrocities have not been committed. 

6. With regard to your Excellency's remark that an *' apprehension of an invasion 
of the Colony " should have been entertained after certain rumours were circulated by 
the Basutos about the successes gained by their kinsmen in the Transvaal ; and the 
inference your Excellency appears to draw from that fact, I wish to observe that how- 
ever much T regret the '* apprehension of an invasion of the Colony,'' I fail entirely to 
see how this fact either proves that that apprehension was well founded, or that it was 
caused by those rumours, unless such successes in theft and murder were left unpunished 
or unchecked by this Government 

The great question here is : supposing the Republic had allowed Sikukuni to carry 
on liis " successes," and to continue his aggressions, cattle-lifting and bloodshed, and 
not only to lay claim to, but to take by force and occupy lands inhabited by the farmers 
for the last thirty years, without any attempt to put a stop to it ; or had allowed this 
barbarous tribe, barely free from cannibalism, which they practised up to a time within 
the memory of men still living) to gain the upper hand over the white inhabitants of 
Lydenburg and Middleburg, would such a fact not have produced something more than 
an '* apprehension " of a general revolt of the natives of South Africa ? I verily believe that 
no man acquainted with the real state of native aflfairs in South Africa, or who has any 
knowledge of the native character can have any doubt about the consequences of such 
criminal neglect of duty on the part of this Government. Once let the savage, equipped 
as he now is, and relying as he does on his fire-arms, get the mastery over the white 
man, or have free play for his unbridled passions, and the infection will spread like a 
flame in the prairie, which no human power can check until it has worked its ruin. 

6. Besides, however, the general interests of South Africa and the safety of its 
friendly neighbours this Government had its own to consider, a duty to fulfil towards its 
own citizens, and its own rights and authority to maintain. These rights I shall now 
proceed to point out, and, in order to do this effectively, I shall give a short history of the 
events from the first settlement of the Dutch emigrants in the territory now the district 
of Lydenburg. 

When, in the year 1848, Potgieter and his followers arrived in that territory, they 
found the country almost entirely unoccupied, the original inhabitants having been driven 
out or exterminated ; on the east and south-east side of the 01ifant*s River by that branch of 
the Zulu tribe which had settled under Sapoesa along the range of the Drakensberg, and 
in the valley between the Drakensberg and the Lebombo, viz. the Amaswazi ; and on the 
west and north-west of the Olifant's River by the other branch of the Zulu tribe, which 
had settled along the range of the Magaliesberg under Moselikatsi, viz., the Mathabile. 
The territory conquered by the latter, and which extended westward to beyond the 
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Harts River, and Notoane, and northward id beyond the Crocodile River, became the 
roperty of the emigrants by conquest. The territory conquered by the Amaswazi, who 
ad from the first been on terms of friendship with the emigrants, became to a large 
extent the property of the farmers by purchase. The Amaswazi, anxious to secure the 
protection and friendship of the men who had conquered Dingaan, agreed to part with 
those lands lying within the boundaries described in a Deed of Sale executed in 1846, of 
which a copy marked A is hereunto annexed, for a mere nominal price, offering at the 
same time, before receiving payment, to clear the country altogether of the remnant of 
Sequati's tribe, because, as they said, *' These dogs will give you trouble afterwards, and 
you will blame us for not giving you clean lands. 

To the credit of Potgieter and his successors be it said, that they persistently pro- 
hibited such wholesale murder, in spite of the repeated entreaties of the Amaswazi for 
permission to " clean the country/* 

Sequati and his followers soon af ^ settled down on a small hill, called Fhiring, 
situated about fifty English miles west of the Looloo Mountain, now occupied by his son 
Sikukuni. 

He had no sooner heard of the arrangements made between the emigrants and the 
Amaswazi than he came to Potgieter praying for protection against his conquerors, and 
offering his allegiance, promising at ttie same time to be obedient and subject to the 
law, in the following characteristic phrase : — " You must promise to be my master to 
protect me, and I shall be your dog to obey you." Potgieter kept his promise, but 
:Sequa1i broke his. 

When the Amaswazi had to receive the first instalment of cattle for the lands sold, 
they insisted upon the presence of Sequati, who was accordingly sent for. They then 
told him that if he considered himself entitled to any territorial rights to the lands they 
"had sold, and for which they were now to receive payment, he must speak, and either 
take the cattle or claim the lands. 

Sequati then in the presence of all declared that he had '^ no land any more ; that he 
was not a man but a woman ; that he was now the dog of Potgieter, as he was formerly 
the dog of Saporsa.** 

The Amaswazi, then, in proof that they were masters of the land, took the cattle and 
left the emigrants in possession of the country. 

The farmers consequently settled down all over the country, occupying it from the 
the eastern side of the Looloo Mountain to the Drakensberg. 

They built the town Ohrigstad, while several of them settled down along the south 
and west of the Looloo, using the mountain and the territory all round as pastures 
for their flocks. I myself have seen ruins of houses formerly occupied, and the 
remains of orchards, gardens, and water-courses used for irrigation by farmers within 
a few miles of Phiring, where Sequati lived, and also in the neighbourhood of where 
Slkukuni's people now live on the east side of the Looloo. 

During the severe epidemic which swept off thousands of natives and many of the 
emigrants between the years 1847 and 1850, numbers of farmers removed from their 
homesteads to more healthy parts on the highlands where now Lydenburg is, and also 
to the south, using their farms in the low country only during winter for grazing 
purposes. Years rolled on and no claim to the country was set up by Sequati, who 
relieved from the terror of the Zulus, was but too thankful for his safety. His tribe 
tribe increased rapidly under the protection of the white men. Bands of scattered 
tribes, coming to share his safety, joined him. He became strong, and with his strength 
grew his ingratitude* The farmers having moved away from his immediate neighbour- 
hood, no disputes arose until in 1852, when he for the first time verified the prediction of 
the Amaswazi Chiefs, viz., *' that one day he would become troublesome to those who 
had interceded for his life and the lives of his people, and who had delivered them from 
the tyranny of their oppressors. He not only began to annoy the farmers coming there 
on their periodical visits with their flocks, but conspired against the life of his legitimate 
Chief and deliverer Potgieter. 

For this he was punished, but with no better effect than that he availed himself of 
the first favourable opportunity, during the farmers' absence and stay in the highlands, 
to move with his whole tribe into the fastnesses of the Looloo, without the sanction of 
the Government. 

The authorities, not expecting or not foreseeing the evil consequences of such an 
act, and being, moreover, fully occupied with other matters, did not meddle with him, 
but allowed him to remain there. In the meantime, the lands to the south of the Looloo 
and about Steelpoort River were inspected, and title deeds or ground rights issued to 
the respective owners, who had already occupied them, and who now began to build 
(463) 2 H 
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better houses, and to cultivate their farms. The farmers mixed daily with the natives, 
took several of them in their employ, and otherwise transacted business with them. Still 
no claim to territory was set up by Seqbati. 

Everything went on smoothly for a while, but in 1 867 quarrels again arose, and the 
authorities sent a Commission to arrange matters, and for peace sake to conclude an 
agreement with Sequati, by which he and his tribe were allowed to himt freely on the 
lands which they occupied, on condition that he should have jurisdiction ortly over such 
natives as lived west oi the Steelpoort River, and that his people should not be allowed 
to cross that river armed. A copy of that Agreement, marked B, is hereunto annexed. 

After the death of Sequati, his son Sikukuni made application to the authorities at 
Lydenburg to be acknowledged Chief in his father's place. His application being in 
accordance with a request made by Sequati before his death, was granted ; and Sikukuni, 
on being acknowledged, paid the customary tribute. Ahout this time the Berlin 
Mission Society desired to establish a mission station there, and asked Sikukum*s per- 
mission to do so; but he excused himself on the ground that he had no right, and must 
have the authority of Government to give them an opening for it. On application being 
made to Government, Mr. F. HoUshousin, a present member of the Government, was 
commissioned to introduce the missionaries into the country, and give both them and 
Sikukuni permission to establish a mission station. The native Chief, however, proved 
himself afterwards averse to accept Christianity, and after a while drove the missionaries 
away. 

This act of violence was followed up by others, which increased in boldness as tbe 
ranks of the Chief were swollen by numerous deserters from other tribes, such as Amas- 
wazis, Zulus, and Amatongas. Emboldened by the increase of his power, Sikukuni 
commenced his acts of aggression. Small tribes living in the neighbourhood and obeying 
law and order, were instigated to join him ; the farmers were molested on their farnis ; 
outposts were established, . strongholds occupied and fortified, such as those of Nanto, 
Masteroom, Mathebe, and others, even on farms formerly occupied. Constant complaints 
reached the Government of cattle-lifting, acts of violence committed ; nevertheless, the 
Government bore all this patiently, and urged the people to have patience, until at last 
they could bear it no longer. Several left for other parts, and, as they receded, the 
natives encroached further. 

Since the pernicious free trade in fire-arms placed them in possession of a large 
supply of arms and ammunition, the Agreement of 1857 was openly broken. Johannes, 
one of Sikukuni's subordinates, living at Botsabelo, near Middelburg, was instigated to 
take occupation of a stronghold situated a few miles from Lydenburg and at least 
forty miles within the lands bounded by Steelpoort River, and in 1873 obtained permis- 
sion from me, under the false pretence that he wanted his people to have the benefit of 
the labour market at Lydenburg and the Gold Fields, and at the same time to have the 
advantage of the Mission Station in that neighbourhood, to remove with his followers to 
a farm close to the the town of Lydenburg. Once on the move, however, he quietly 
availed himself of the opportunity to get possession of the desired natural stronghold. 
He was repeatedly warned to leave this and go back to tlie farm, but after repeated 
promises at last decidedly refused to go, saying that it was Sikukuni's land and that he 
was there by his authority. On inquiry from Sikukuni whether this was the case,^ the 
Government was assured by him that he had nothing to do with it. 

Johannes not being interfered with, pending this inquiry, built stone fences and 
thoroughly fortified the place. This done to his satisfaction he commenced active 
operations against the farmers living in the direction of Steelpoort River, and during 
my absence to Europe, began to •* pick " and plough on those lands whence he had 
succeeded, by threats and constant annoyance, to drive away the proprietors. lx)ad and 
constant complaints were made by the people, but the Government, in order to maintain 
peace, prevailed upon them to wait, hoping that repeated friendly remonstrance might 
at length prevail. These remonstrances, however, proved fruitless, as the natives 
considered them as a sign of weakness, and became the more insolent the more they were 
remonstrated with. 

Large commandos of Kafirs were now seen, cattle stolen, murders committed on 
native subjects of the State ; women and children carried away, and the whole district 
driven into confusion. 

So matters stood when in April last I returned from Europe, and though I soon 
felt convinced that the Government had a just cause for forcibly interfering and was in 
duty bound to take immediate action, I nevertheless, being most anxious to maintain 
peace if possible at any price, in spite of the strongest appeals from the residents of 
Leydenburg, delayed taking action until I had exhausted every means in my power to 
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pwserre peace, and Tintil the last effort of an express mission to Secocoeni had failed 
and ended in his explicit declaration, by the month of two of his Chiefs, made to me 
personally in the Gk)vernmettt Office here, that Johannes was acting; in accordance with 
his instrnctions, and that, although he was willing to return all the stolen cattle, he 
nevertheless laid claim to nearly the whole of the district of Lydenburg, including the 
town and par»; of the districts of Middelburg and Pretoria. After this declaration I 
still hesitated, being desirous to avoid war. The matter was laid before the Honourable 
the y(4ksraad at the time in Session, and after mature deliberation it was felt that 
longer inaction on the part of the Government would be a crime. 

The Yolksraad then with a unanimous vote resolved that the Government should 
delay no longer in taking active measnres to defend the rights of the people, the three 
Members voting against the proposal passed, only because they were in favour of 
another proposal differing merely in form. 

7. This plain statement of facts and short historical sketch will, I trust, convince 
Her Majesty's Government of the justice of our cause and of the imperative duty which 
rests upon this Government to do its utmost in suppressing such acts of aggression. 
And with these facts before your Excellency I have no doubt you will withdraw your 
protest and not insist upon a young State, in no small measure the creature of the 
powerful Government you represent, to commit an act of suicide and an unpardonable 
crime to all the Colonies and States of South Africa, as well as to its own citizens, by 
discontinuing a campaign which it was forced to commence in defence of its citizens 
and the maintenance of its rights. 

What happens here to-day may happen in oue of Her Majesty's South African 
Colonies to-morrow, and then I fe^l sure this State will prove its friendship by a willing 
though less powerful co-operation for the defence of the interests of civilization and the 
claims of humanitv. 

8. Your Excellencv is pleased to conclude your despatch by entering a solemn protest 
in the name of Her Majesty's Government against the continuance of a war which 
could, you verily believe, were the Republic prepared to rest content with the boun- 
daries assigned to it in its own maps up to a recent period, be brought in a few days to 
a peaceful and satisfactory termination. I fully agree with your Excellency that the 
war may soon be brought to a close ; but I entirely fail to see that such a speedy termi- 
nation would be a satisfactory one to anybody but to Sikukuni. No doubt he would 
gladly accept of such a peace-offering, as by far the greater part of two of the largest, 
richest, and first occupied districts of the Republic, besides a portion of the district of 
Pretoria. But can this in fairness be expected from this Government? Can it be 
expected from the hundreds of families who would thereby lose their all, which they 
possessed for the last thirty years ? 

Would, amongst others, the many British proprietors of farms in those districts, be 
satisfied to see their property given up to the Kafirs ? Besides, would the matter end 
there ? I cannot believe it, as I am convinced that if Secocoeni's demands were satisfied 
all the remnants of scattered tribes now grown strong under tjie protection of this 
Government, such as Mooiloo, Magatha, Magali, Mapooh and many others, would with 
equal justice lay claim to every district of the Republic, And if in that case this 
Government were to oppose such claims with force of arms, would your Excellency be 
prepared to protest against that resistance ? 

9. With regard to the ** boundaries assigned to the Republic in its own maps,*' I 
must remark that this Government has never issued an official map, nor authorized or 
sanctioned any publication of the kind, and surely your Excellency cannot seriously 
expect that it should be bound by any unauthorized publications. But supposing even 
for a moment that the boundaries defined in Peterman's maps were the right ones, it 
would then even appear that the kraal of Johannes, occupied by authority of Sikukuni, 
is far within the Republic. As I have stated above, however, -the maps of the Republic 
published by Peterman in 1868 have no authority. The Rev. Mr. Mirenski, from whose 
researches they have mainly been compiled, has openly stated in the public journals that 
the territory in dispute was purchased from the AmasWazis, and that he has no doubt 
about the right of the Republic to it, hence, in his map, 1875, he corrected Peterman's 
error. 

One official map of at least part of the Republic does, however exist, though not 
yet published, of which I hereby send your Excellency a certified copy. It was made in 
conformity with the Treaty concluded between the Government of His Majesty the King 
of Portugal and this Republic, after a survey of the late Surveyor-General Foesmaun, 
done at the instance of both Governments, and duly approved of and signed by his 
Honour President Pretorius and his Excellency Viscount Duprat. 
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10. What finally disposes of the matter is the fact that all the natives living to the 
north of Leydenburg as far as the Limpopo, and down to the Portuguese boundary, 
have always paid taxes to this Government, thereby acknowledging its territorial 
rights. 

1 1 . For the sake of justice, therefore, and humanity, as well as for the sake of the 
safety of all, this Government feels itself in duty bound to do the utmost in its power for 
the purpose of suppressing the Sikukuni rebellion, and must at the same time express to 
Her Majesty's Government its deep sorrow that in spite of the friendly relations existing 
between Her Majesty's and this Government, and without a previous friendly inquiry, a 
rebellion in this State, and a dangerous enemy to the peace of South Africa generally, 
should have been considered — no doubt, I am still inclined to believe, through a miscon- 
eeption of the case— as a belligerent party by the Representatives of Her Majesty's 
Government. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) THOS. BURGERS, State Present. 

(Signed) Swart, State Secretary. 

His Excellency Sir Henry Barkly, K.C.B., 
&c. &c. &c. 



Translation of Annexure (A). 
No. 1 '' {in red) '' No. 2:' 
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I, the undersigned Masoas, King of the Solas, son of Sepossa, do hereby declare 
that I have lawfully and for ever disposed of all the land being — my lawful properties, 
which have been conquered by my father Sepoessa — lying from Orighstadt thence 
northward to the Olifant's river up and down to the line of Delagoa Bay, southwards 
to the Crocodile River, westward to Eland's Spruit, and to the 26th line of degree east- 
wards, to where Crocodile River runs into Oomatie and to the line of Delagoa Bay ; for 
the use of the Dutch South African Nation, which is now in that territory, and which in 
future may be permitted amongst them by the lawful authority, and that for the number 
of 100 breeding cattle, which will have to be paid to me or my lawful successor in two 
instalments, viz., the first fifly head after one month from this date, ditto fifty after two 
years. 

Thus done at King Jaka's kraal, situated on the Omkomaas, on the 25th July, 
1846. 

(Signed) MASOAS, his X mark. Captain, 

King of the SwcLzi. 
Witnesses, 
(Signed) Samkoeba, his H mark (reigning for the King). 

MAKiryyyAAN, his H mark. Captain. 
M AND ABA, his H mark. Captain. 
J. Reksbijbg. 

W. P. JouBBBT, Field Comet. 
L. DE Jaqeb. 
Jacob Lotleb. 
J. H. Bbettenbach. 
J. C. Stbyk, Field Comet. 
3. M. DE Beeb, Field Comet. 

v. J. COBTIEB. 



Translation of Annexure (B). 

Agreement made between the Commission appointed by the Honourable the Volksraad of the 

Republic of Lydenburg and the Mattatees Captain Sequati. 

On the 17th of November, 1857, the appointed Commission agreed that peace may 
be promoted between Sequati and the Republic of Leydenburg as much as possible from 
both sides. 

The people of Sequati shall not be permitted to cross the Steel Poort River with 
guns and horses unless with permission, or called by somebody, but that they will be 
permitted to hunt freely and unmolested on that side of the Steel Poort River on those 
grounds now inhabited by Sequati. 
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That Sequati shall once deliver up the stolen cattle when pointed out, and punish 
the guilty. 

Also, if any one comes to him to ask for assistance he shall give assistance to such a 
party to look for the stolen cattle^ or to send back the runavtray servant, and punish the 
guilty. 

Further also, that all the natives living over the Steel Poort on the side where 
Sequati Uves can be considered as his people, but all the natives living on the opposite 
side do not belong to him, and the farmers (menschen) can act with them as they think 
good. 

This done at Sequati's town on the 1 7th November, 1857. 

The Commission nominated by the Honourable Yolksraad of the Republic of 
Ley^enburg. 

(Signed) SEQUATI, his X mark. 

MAETSI, his ><! mark. 
MAMPOER, bis X mark. 

We, the undersigned Commissioners, declare that the adjoining marks of Sequati, 
Maetsi, and Mampoer were made in our presence by the said Mattatee Kafir Captains 
on the day and date above named. 

(Signed) O. P. yait Niekebk, Member of Volksraad. 

F. J. COMBBIKK, Field Comet. 
O. P. YAK NiEEBKE, Translator. 
J. C. MiDDEL, Acting Secretary. 

Considered and approved of by the Executive Council according to Article 4 of their 
resolutions on this day, 

(Signed) P. J, CORTNER, President. 

By order, 
(Signed) H. T. Btthbmann, Government Secretary. 

Oovemment Office^ Lydenburg^ December 9, 1857. 



Inclosure 2 in No. 178. 

Newspaper Extract. 

Lydenburg^ October SI, 1876. 

THE reports of the attack made upon a kraal of neutral Kafirs in the direction 
of Mac-mac, in which a number of women and children were taken captive, will have 
reached you. All the efibrts made by the local authorities to enforce the restoration 
of these captives failed, the Boers saying that the President had given them permission 
to retain those whom they took prisoners in their raids. They persisted in the course 
they had entered upon, until the order came from the State Attorney that the women 
and children should be restored to their kraal. In addition to the proof advanced in 
the *^Gold Fields Mercury" of the groundlessness of this attack, unless for the 
purpose of obtaining slaves, there is the fact that the men of the kraal sent in person to 
Kruger's Post, under a pass from Dr. Scoble, the Gold Commissioner, to demand their 
wives and children, which they would not have dared to do, or indeed thought of doing, 
had they been implicated in the war. 

Whether the captives have been released I have not heard, but that the Boers 
have taken signal vengeance for the interference with what they believe to be their 
rights, is well known. A party of them, under the same leaders, accompanied by a 
number of Zwazies and Knobnoses, who have long lived among the Boers, made a raid 
into Secocoeni's country. They were away about ten days. The plan they observed 
was to travel during the night, and to lie quietly in the day time, which, in a moun* 
tainous and wooded country, together with their erratic movements now in this direction, 
and then in that, saved them from being pounced upon by any commando of Kafirs. 
On the 23rd instant they came upon a couple of kraals, situated near the junction of 
the Oliphants and Steelpoort Rivers. The majority of the Boers were left near the 
river, but sufficiently close at hand to cut ofi* any of the inhabitants who might attempt 
to escape in that direction. One of them told me that he had seen nothing of what 
had occurred inside the kraals, because he was with the half who were stationed 
outside to prevent the escape of the doomed people. He said one-half of the Boers 
entered the kraals with their Kafirs. From one of those Kafirs I hear that three 
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Boers followed them into the first kraal, and drove oat a ntunber of goats that were 
there. Two of those were the field-cornets, Abel Erasmus and Stefanas Schntte, the 
fdrmar the same man who had led the other raid, and had refused to restore the 
women and children. The peo^ of the kraals, taken quUe by surprise, fled when they saw 
their foes, and most of them took shelter in the neighbouring bush. Two or three men 
W19K distinctly seen in their flight from the kraal, and one of thesi is known to have 
been wounded. According to my informant, the remainder were women and childi^n, 
who were pursued into the bush, and ttiere, all shivering and shrieking, were put to 
death by the Boers' Kafirs, some being shot, but the majority stabbed with assegais. 
After the massacre he counted thirteen women and three children. But, he says, he did 
not see the body of a single man. Another Kafir said, pointing to a place in the road 
where the stones were thickly strewn, ^ the bodies of the women and children lay like 
those stones." The Boer before mentioned, who has been stationed outside, has told one 
of his own friends, whom he thought would not mention it, that the shrieks were fearful 
to hear. 

- And thus these men have kept their word, that, ** if they were deprived of the 
captives they made in the previous expedition, they would take care that in future the 
women and children should be killed on the ispot." It has not been easy to obtain 
iftformation with regard to this last occurrence ; not a Boer will let out anything, exc^ 
that fifteen or sixteen, they say men, are known to have been killed, but that the basii 
was so dense, that it was difficult to ascertain the exact number. If you menticm the 
words *' women and children,*' they will at once fly into a frenzy, and will exclaim, 
*' How can Kafir women be distinguished from voen at a distance?" The awkward fact 
for them is, that there was no distance between them and their victims. It was for the 
most part a butchery by stabbing. And the Kafir men who were put forward to do 
the deed, are also wonderfully reticent. They have either been cautioned to keep dark, 
or, knowing their conduct will cause a stir among the Europeans, they, for their own 
sake, profess to be ignorant as to whether they were m§n, women, or children who were 
killed. Men who n-eely gave information of former atrocities, will say nothing about 
this ; and it is only from an nnsuspecting Kafir here and there that you can gather the 
facts. Since writing the above, I have received the testimony of another Kafir. He 
says, ^* The only male person killed was a little boy," one of the three children already 
mentioned. He affirms, further, that, ^' the Kafirs were warned by the Boers not to give 
any report of what had been done at Lydenburg, and were threatened that if they did 
so, they would bring upon themselves the fury of their masters.*' 

This last occurrence has made the breach between the Boers and Europeans wider 
than ever, and those who are known to have feelings of compassion for or sympathy 
with the natives, or who are suspected of " fishing for facts," with regard to anything 
that has taken place, are in a very uneviable situation. They have the uncomfortable 
feeling that a quiet place and other favourable circumstances being given, they would 
be put beyond the opportunity of making further investigations* 

You will have read in an extract of the " Gold Fields Mercury,*' of a week or two 
ago, that a certain women, who had gone to Johannes' afll;er the famous attack on that 
place, to ascertain whether her relative had survived, and who had been sent on to 
Sikukuni's, had returned to Lydenburg, bringing the report of great scarcity of food 
among some portions of that Chief's people. Shortly after, another woman who had 
accompanied her also returned, having been sent back by Sikukuni vi^ Johannes, so 
that she might convey a message from the Chief to that kraal. The message was to the 
effect that the rebels there should disband ; and that the two men who had been the 
((euse of the war should be sent to him. That woman brought a letter to one of the 
missionaries here, from a man at Johannes' imploring tidings as to whether a certain 
woman who was in the prison in Lydenburg was his wife. This woman is one who 
was taken prisons by the Zwazies on the 14th July, but who contrived to escape from 
Zwazieland, sufiering terrible hunger on the road, which caused the death of her baby, 
w<ho, by the way, was bom in Leydenberg on the night when the savage warriors poured 
in after the fearful work they had done at Johannes' stronghold. She buried her little 
one in the veldt, and then crawled on, until overcome by want and exhaustion, when 
$he roust have perished, had not a humane traveller come along that way, and had her 
conveyed to a place where she could be attended to. She came on to Lydenburg, and 
has been kept in prison several weeks, in deference to the mi-serable cowardice of the 
Boers, who are afraid lest she should escape and bear a report to Johannes of the state 
of this town. She is kept shut up, and is denied even the luxury of outdoor labour, for 
which she has begged. The letter, which was really from her husband, and which was 
kept no secret by the missionaries, but was shown by them to the Landdrost, brought 



239 

upon them the imprecations of the Boers, who insisted that it was e\adence of their 
keeping up a correspondence with the enemy. About the same time as the arrival of 
the letter, five girls also came into Lydenburg from the ** Kloof," one or two of whom 
had been many years in the service of one of the missionaries, but had been persuaded 
to join Johannes' people, and who now sought refuge with their old master ; and the 
others of whom feared lest they should be forced to go to Sikukuni's land, and submit 
to heathen rites, which, as Christians, they had learned to hate ; and, from all these 
people, it was ascertained that the rebels at the ^* Kloof were in a great dilemma. 
Some of them (especially the leaders) dared not to go back to Sikukuni, for he would 
certainly kill them, and they were equally afraid to come here. Others were vety 
anxious to submit themselves to the authorities here, but did wt relish the idea of bejtg 
put in prison. 

It was apparent to some that, by a judicious yet merciful treatment of these pee^, 
and the offer of such terms as would make their surrender here a more tolerable 
existence than the suspense and danger they were enduring in the Kloof, that strong- 
hold which has caused such anxiety and trou-ble wo<ild be cleared of the enemy. Such 
a thought was treason. The suggestic^ of anything less than extermination was a sign 
that the author of it was in league with the Kafirs. The missionaries who had received 
the letter, and who had given shelter to the refugees, were denounced. The Church of 
England clergyman who has never made any secret of his disapproval of the extermina- 
tion policy, was spoken of as an enemy to the commonwealth. A memorial to the 
Government was sent round last Saturday to be signed, couched in the most brutal terms, 
I am told, for I have not been vouchsafed a sight of it, praying that the refugees ipay 
be sent away, that the missionaries may be kept under surveillance^ and that, in future, 
when a patrol or commando goes out, one of the reverend gentlemen may accompdAy it, 
or rather go before it, to point out wluch of the enemy are men, and which won>en. 

Boer enthusiasm reaehed its culmination in this memoriaL With a fling at the 
missionaries, the spirits of the farmers in general rose. The whole of Sunday it was 
apparent that some deep, yet hopeful scheme was being devised. On Monday tlie aecvet 
came out. Another attack was to be made on Jcmanaes. The Lydenburgera, the 
Pretorian Guard, the people of Kruger's Post and of Crocodile, were to be all together 
in the evening. Almost all the native men were commandered^ The march was to be 
accomplished during the night, and on Tuesday morning, as the unsuspecting inhabitaiaUB 
of the Kloof were still asleep, finis was to be written on all that pertained to thieir 
earthly life. Monday was a day of busy preparation. The Zwaades and Knobnoses who 
had lately had several tastes of blood were anxious for the fray. The Boers were this 
time realty to do something* The evening saw the natives trekking out of town, aad 
eager young horsemen galloping to their doom. Now, don't be surprised at the sequeU 
although my style is sudden. The night witnessed the sneaking return of that gaUant 
band, in twos and threes, in sixes and sevens, and in bakers* dozens. In the early 
morning of Wednesday, as one of the missionaries was mounting his horse to go to the 
scene where his direction was needed with reference Jto the women and children, he was 
told the Boers had come back. Somewhat later the Kafirs returned — ^they had slept 
about half-an*hour from town. In their rear was the Kruger's Post party of farmers^ 
who were the last to relinquish the campaign ; and, as they came along, the Kafirs cast 
up the dust off their feet in token of the abhorrence and contempt in which they held 
their white masters. 

Was it the case of Sennacherib over again? Did they "hear a rumour, and 
return to their own land ? " They profess to have heard that some '* traitor to his 
country " had sent a message to the. Kloof> and that the unsuspecting creatures would 
not be asleep. This was enough to knock any expedition on the head ! 

This sudden revival of national spirit was, however, not without its results. The 
Pretorian Guard came to a hasty decision to go home, the farmers of the district 
disbanded, and a smaller and less ambitious scheme was organized by the people of 
Kruger's Post — namely, to go in another direction, and fall upon a kraal of Knobnoses 
who may be caught napping, or whose women and children may be the only defenders. 
If this is carried out, and I can get the facts, you shall hear from me again. 
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No. 179. 

Oavernor Sir H. Barkly, O.C.M.O., K.C.B., to the Earl of Camarvon.-^(ReC€ived 

December 18.) 

(Extract.) Oovemment House^ Cape Town, November 20, 1876. 

I LOST no time in forwarding to President Burgers, as therein directed, copy of 
your Lordship's despatch of the 19th ultimo,* inquiring as to the atrocities reported 
to have been committed by the military forces of the South African Republic, informing 
his Honour, in my covering commimication, that I had already transmitted to your 
Lordship copy of the correspondence on the subject with Von Schlickmann, which 
had been pubushed in the Yolkstem, but that I could not regard that as a sufficient 
refutation of the charge against that individual, which had been since publicly repeated 
in a fuUer and more particular form. 

It is very probable that President Burgers may inquire of me what reason I 
have to suppose the story true, or even call on me for the name of my informant, which, 
though known to your Lordship, could not, for obvious reasons, be divulged without 
permission. 



Inclosure in No. 179. 

Sir, Oovemment House, Cape Town, November 17, 1876. 

IT is my unpleasant duty to transmit to your Honour copy of a despatch addressed 
to me by the Earl of Carnarvon respecting the further atrocities reported to have been 
committed by the military forces of the South African Republic. 

2. I am not aware that his Lordship derived his information from other than 
the usual public sources, but as the local newspapers contained letters from those who 
declared themselves to have been eye-witnesses to the facts it is not surprising that they 
should have attracted attention. 

3. It was not till the 9th ultimo that I myself alluded to the statements current as 
to the proceedings of Von Schlickmann's corps, and I then felt it only fair to forward 
with my despatch copy of your Honour's correspondence with that individual on the 
subject. 

4. Since that date it has been openly stated in the newspapers that in spite of Von 
Schlickmann's denial of any knowledge of the murder of two female prisoners in cold 
blood by native camp followers, he himself gave the orders to kill them, and there is 
reason to believe that if your Honour, in place of simply accepting his excuses had 
ordered a thorough investigation to be made, this and other acts of cruelty would 
have been proved. 

5. Your Honour has in your letter of the 24th ultimo offered some explanations 
^th regard to the barbarities committed by the Swazies in the attack on Johannes' 
kraal, but I regret to say they appear to me not by any means complete or satisfactory, 
-whilst no assurance is given that such allies are not to be again employed. 

6. I read, on the contrary, that bands of them have on recent occasions been 
associated with the small burgher commandos still engaged in carrying on the desultory 
warfare by which your Honour hopes eventually to subdue Secocoeni and his tribe ; and 
accounts of fresh instances of the capture and the slaughter of women and children 
still find their way into circulation on apparently good authority. 

7. It is possible that some of these accounts may be incorrect or exaggerated ; but 
your Honour cannot wonder that they should be credited after what is known to have 
previously occurred, nor complain that the military operations of the Republic should 
be viewed with suspicion and horror, when conducted under the command of men who, 
like Von Schlickmann and Aylward, were the leaders of lawless resistance to Her 
Majesty's Government last year at the Diamond Fields, aided by others equally notorious 
for the utter recklessness of their conduct. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) HENRY BARKLY, High Commissioner. 

His Honour the President of the 
South African Republic. 



• No. 110. 
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T^o. 180. 

The Earl of Carnarvon to Governor Sir H. Barkly^ G.C.M.G., K.C.B. 

Sir, Downing Street, December 18, 1876. 

I HAVE received your despatch of the I3th November,* with one from the 
Administrator of Griqna-Land West, forwarding; the reply of President Burgers 
to the despatch which Major Lanyon had addressed to him on the subject of 
Mr. Coleman's complaint of the fine imposed upon him under the Transvaal Commando 
Law. 

I have to refer you to my despatch of the 9th instantf upon this subject, so far as 
the case of Mr. Coleman is concerned. 

With respect to the President's claim to jurisdiction over British subjects residing 
beyond the frontier of the Republic as fixed by the Keate Award, I have to instruct 
you to inform his Honour that Her Majesty's Government can in no way recognize the 
pretension thus put forward, and tlmt they would much regret any attempt on his part 
to apply the law of the South African Republic to Her Majesty's subjects living outside 
the frontier so laid down, as such an attempt would impose upon Her Majesty's Govern- 
ment the necessity of adopting measures to protect such British subjects. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) CARNARVON. 



No. 181. 
The Earl of Carnarvon to Governor Sir H. Barkly, G.C.M.G., K.C.B. 

Sir, Downing Street, December 21, 1876. 

I HAVE received your despatch of 13th November, J with one from the 
Administrator of Griqua-Land West, reporting that there was a probability of the 
cessation of the postal communication between the Transvaal and Kimberley, in conse- 
quence of the Contractor at Pretoria being unable to negotiate bills for 800/. received 
in payment from the Government of the RepubKc. 

As it is of importance that the Postal Service with the Transvaal should be kept 
open, I approve your action in sanctioning the advance of money on the bills in 
question on the Contractors agreeing to continue the Service for some time longer. 

(Signed) ' CARNARVON. 



m. 182. 

I 

The Earl of Carnarvon to Lieutenant-Governor Sir H. E. Bulwer, K.C.M.G. 

Sir, Downing Street, December 21, 1876. 

I HAVE to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch of 9th October, § 
submitting your views on the causes of the war between the Transvaal Republic and 
Sikukuni, and inclosing copies of your correspondence with the Leydenburg Defence 
Committee. 

I approve the answer which you returned to the letters of the Committee. 

Your despatch furnishes a remarkably lucid narrative of the events which led to 
the war, and I have read it with great interest. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) CARNARVON. 
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Ko. 183. 

The Earl of Carnarvon to Lieutenant-Governor Sir H. E. Bulwer, K.C.M.G. 

Sir, Downing Street, December 21, 1876. 

I HAVE received your despatch of the 26th October,* inclosing copies of 
further letters from the Leydenburg Defence Committee, with a copy of the answer 
which you returned to them. 

The terms of your answer to the Committee have my entire approval. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) CARNARVON. 



ITo. 184. 

The Earl of Carnarvon to Governor Sir H. Barkly, G.C.M.G., K.C.B. 

Sir, Downing Street, December 22, 1876, 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch of the 
14th ultimo. t 1 am glad to learn from it that the state of affairs in Griqua-Land East 
appeared at the time to be satisfactory ; and trust that further accounts may be of the 
same character. 

(Signed) ' CARNARVON. 
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K"o. 186, 

The Earl of Carnarvon to Lieutenant' Governor Sir H. E. Bulwer, K*CM.G. 

Sir, Downing Street^ December 23, 1876. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch of tlie 27th 
October, t forwarding a Memorandum showing the course taken or contemplated by 
YOU in connection with the hostilities in the Transvaal Republic, with the view of 
Dringing about their suspension. 

X our propeedings appear to me to have been eminently judicious, and have my 
entire approval, 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) CARNARVON. 



No. 186. 
The Earl of Carnarvon to Lieutenant-Governor Sir H. E. Bulwer, K.C.M.G. 

Sir, Downing Street, December 23, 1876. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch of 12th 
October, § forwarding a copy of a letter which you had received from President 
Burgers in reply to yours of the 1 1th September. 

It is obviously necessary that I should not delay to record my dissent from the 
assumption contained in this letter that Sikukuni is a rebel whose insubordination must 
be put down, inasmuch as it would be suicidal for themselves, and an unjustifiable act 
towards their neighbouring States, if the Transvaal Government were to allow it to go 
unpunished. 

I have to request you to communicate this expression of my opinion to President 
Burgers. 

(Signed) ' CARNARVON. 
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No. 187. 

Lieutenant-Governor Sir H. E. Bulwer, K.C.M.G., to the Earl of Carnarvon. — {Received 

December 28.) 

My Lord, Government House ^ Maritzburg, Nataly November 24, 1876. 

IN connection with my recent despatches on the present aspect of affairs in the 
Zulu country, I have the honour to forward, for your Lordship's information, copies of 
two Reports by the Acting Secretary for Native Affairs. 

2. There is little doubt that the recent mission of Mr. Rudolph to that country, the 
principal object of wliich was a settlement of the boundary question, was a failure. 
Cety wayo, it is said, would not listen lo any proposition regarding the boundaries, saying 
that he did not know of any boundaries short of the Drakensberg, and declining to enter 
into any discussion on tlie subject. 

3. Beyond this nothing has been done ; but we hear that the Boers who have been 
settled in the so-called " disputed territory," apprehensive of dangers, have been leaving 
the territory, and that many of tiiem have trekked away into the Swazi country, a pro- 
ceeding which, if the report be true, will only too probably prove the cause of new 
questions and disputes hereafter. ' 

I have &c. 
(Signed) ' HENRY BULWER. 



Inclosure 1 in No. 187. 

Report of the Acting Secretary for Native Affairs on the State of Affairs in the Zulu 

Country. 

THE Zulu country appears to be quiet. An important event has been the mission 
of Mr. G. Rudolph, Landdrost of Utrecht, Transvaal Republic, to the Zulu King, to 
bring about a settlement of tlie long vexed boundary question between the Republic and 
the Zulus. 

Cety wayo would, however, hear of no boundary in favour of the Zulus except that 
which included not only the whole of Utrecht district, but a great portion of Wakker- 
stroom, or, in other words, all the country in possession of the Transvaal Republic east of 
Drakensberg. 

Cetywayo'8 bearing towards Mr. Rudolph was certainly not favourable to an 
amicable settlement, and the mission has therefore been a failure. 

The impression upon the native mind, both here and in the Zulu country, is that 
Cetywayo's object is indirectly to provoke hostilities with the Transvaal RepubUc, and 
that it is the only way he would choose to decide the question, having spoken very dis* 
paragingly of the Transvaal forces, and as far as he could do it, challenged that Govern- 
ment through its Commissioner ; but whether this will be accepted or not remains to be 

seen. 

Cetywayo's mode of disposing of messages from neighbouring Governments has 
excited the indignation of many leading men of the Zulu nation, for it appears that on 
more than one occasion he has received and replied to messages of importance without 
the slightest reference to a single Induna. One instance is the last reply to a message 
from this Government relative to the killing of girls and men, this being a question that 
the Zulus generally consider the English Government had every right to ask and to 
receive a proper and full explanation upon, has been received and replied to individually 
by Cetywayo, while he had no less than five Headmen or Indunas of the nation at his 
great kraal, among whom was Uhamu, a near relative, but not one of them was even 
present at the meeting accorded to the messengers from this Colony. 

(Signed) W. SHEPSTONE, 

Acting Secretary for Naiive Afairs^ 

Office of SecretHTy for Native Affairs, Natal^ 

November 2\, 1876. 
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Inclosure 2 in No. 187. 

Addition to the Report of the Acting Secretary for Native j^airs on Zulu Affairs, dated 

November 21, 1876. 

SINCE closing my last Report I have obtained the following from a reliable native 
source, and consider that I ought to add this to it ; that on Mavainenengwana, then 
Acting-Chief Induna during the absence of Myamana, ascertaining that a message of 
importance had not only been received from this Government by the King, but replied to 
(viz., the last sent about the killing of girls and men) without reference to himself or any 
other Induna, immediately despatched a messenger to Myamana asking him to return to 
the great kraal and resume his duties and responsibilities, as the Mavamenengwana did 
not wish to hold I he position, be treated like a boy, and be called upon by the nation 
when difficulty arose to vindicate himself when he had not been consulted, the King 
having acted" on his own individual responsibility in disposing of a message which 
concerned the Zulu nation. 

(Signed) W. SHEPSTONE, 

Acting Secretary for Native Affairs. 

Office of Secretary for Native Affairs, Natal, 

November 24, 1876. 



No. 188. 

Oovemor Sir H. Barklyy G.C.M.G., K.C.B., to the Earl of Carnarvon. — {Received 

December 28.) 

(Extract.) Government House, Cape Town, December 4, 1876. 

1 BEG leave to forward copy of my reply to the despatch from President Burners, 
which I had the honour to transmit for your Lordship's information on the 18th 
ultimo. 

It was kept back through my desire to obtain information as to some of his 
Honour *s statements which had taken me by surprise, but it would have been well had 
I waited even longer; for, since writing it, a copy of the " Diamond News" has reached 
me, containing a letter entitled *' Sikukuni's Right to the Territory, and his Political 
Independence, by an Old Resident," in which several of Mr. Burger's most confident 
assertions are refuted. 

A perusal of it will satisfy your Lordship that the original conquest of Sequati's 
territory by the Amaswazies was merely nominal ; that an earlier Treaty exists between 
that Chief and the Lydenburg Republic than that^which has been produced ; that it is not 
true that Sikukuni asked to be acknowledged by the Republic as his father's successor, 
or ever paid tribute to it ; and that, despite Mr. Burger's repudiation of Messrs. Jepp 
and Merensky's map of 1868, showing that Chief's country beyond the limits of the 
Republic, each of these gentlemen received, under a vote of the Volksraad, a grant of 
6,000 acres of land, in recognition of the services they had rendered to the State by its 
compilation. 

I will only refer to one other feature of this important letter, which is, that it 
more than confirms all that has been alleged as to the inhuman spirit in which the war 
has been conducted from its very commencement down to the late cruelties perpetrated 
on women and children by Von Schlickmann and other persons whose names are 
mentioned. 

Von Schlickmann himself has, since I addressed President Burgers regarding his 
ruthless proceedings, been summoned before a higher tribunal, having been killed in 
leading on his men to attack a kraal in Sikukuni's country. 

Two others of his corps, an American and a Frencliman, fell with him, while 
three who from their names seem English were wounded. 

This repulse will probably have the effect of very much disheartening the 
volunteers at Steel Poort, who seem to be divided amongst themselves as to their fiiture 
leader ; the majority proposing Aylward, of Diamond Fields' notoriety. On the opposite 
flank of the Zulu mountain, a patrol under Commandant Lewis are reported to have 
gained a great success over Sikukuni's people, who were driving off the cattle of a tribe 
that had submitted ; but this report is not corroborated by the latest telegram. 
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The war, it is clear from all accounts, has degenerated into a series of petty 
marauding expeditions, conducted with daily increasing animosity and barbarity on both 
sides, and tending to lead to no conclusive result. 



Inclosure 1 in No. 188. 

Sir, Government House^ Cape Town^ November 28, 1876. 

YOUR Honour's despatch of the 24th ultimo, on the subject of the war with 
Secocoeni reached me on the 9th instant, and a copy was forwarded in due course for 
the information of the Earl of Carnarvon. 

2. Had the statements it contains in support of the claims preferred by the South 
African Republic to Sikukuni's country been put forward in reply to Lord Carnarvon's 
despatch of the 12th July, I might have hoped by this time to learn what impression 
they had produced on liis Lordship's mind. 

3. As it is I can only say, for my own part, that they fail to convince me that Her 
Majesty's Government was mistaken in regarding Secocoeni as a lawful belligerent, and 
not merely a rebellious subject of the Republic, as he was declared to be. 

4. The Treaty of Peace entered into between his father Sequati and the Lydenburg 
Republic in 1857, of which your Honour transmits an English version, conclusively 
proves that the former was at that date fully recognized as an independent Chief, and 
not a tittle of evidence is adduced to show that his successor has subsequently parted 
with his independence, 

6. Your Honour indeed refers to that important document as " an Agreement by 
which Sequati and his tribe were allowed to hunt freely on the lands which they 
occupied ;" but the context is quite at variance with so limited a construction, and shows 
that his right to Sovereign jurisdiction north of the Steelpoort River was undisputed. 

6. The allusion to hunting has been explained by the fact that Sequati was 
extremely averse to ^ this limitation of his territory, ••and only yielded when one of the 
Boers, as a last resort, proposed that the Steelpoort should be the * hunting line.' " 

When it is borne in mind that the Agreement was reduced to writing by the Com- 
mittee of the Volksraad, and that there seems to have been no person present on Sequati's 
part capable of reading or translating its contents before he and his Councillors 
appended their marks, any peculiarity in the wording is easily accounted for. 

7. That the Treaty was considered binding on both sides for many years after the 
incorporation of the Lydenburg Republic, and long after Secocoeni succeeded to the 
Chieftainship, is indisputable. Not merely were the boundaries mentioned in it laid down 
in the map of the United Republics, published in 1868 by Messrs. F. Jeppe and 
A. Merensky, but express testimony is borne by these gentlemen, in Dr. Pietermann's 
^* Geographical Magazine," to the complete independence of Sikukuni's tribe. 

8. Your Honour is pleased to describe that map as an unauthorized publication, 
but I must remind you that Mr. Jeppe held at the time the office of Postmaster-General 
of the Republic, and that it is expressly stated on the face of it that it was compiled from 
" surveys and observations by the Surveyor-General, Mr. M. Forsmann, and other official 
documents." 

9. Even if, as asserted, it be literally true that " the Government never issued an 
official map, nor sanctioned any publication of the kind," it cannot be alleged that this 
one emanated from sources hostile to the Republic, whilst the fact that its exclusion of 
Sikukuni's country from the Republic remained unchallenged and uncorrected down to 
last year, although successive editions were issued by Pietermann, would go far, without 
the text of the Treaty, to establish tliat Chief's right to independence before any impartial 
Tribunal. 

10. In a map published in 1875, Mr. Merensky did at length, as your Honour puts 
it, ** correct Pietermann's error " (^or, it should rather be said, his own), but I fail to see 
from the reverend gentleman's letters to the public journals, to which you refer, that he 
gives any good reason for this change of opinion. 

1 1 . He appears to found it on a deed, copy of which forms the first inclosure to your 
Honour's despatch, whereby an enormous tract of country was sold in 1846 to certain 
farmers from Natal, for a hundred head of breeding cattle, by the Amaswazies ; but, as 
he significantly adds, " the right of the latter to sell may be doubted," and as he was fully 
aware of this purchase, and all the circumstances connected with it, when he published 
his map in 1868, giving the Steelpoort River as Sikukuni's boundary, his having altered 
that boundary in his map of 1875, although it may throw light on the designs that then 
began to be entertained, can have no real weight in the elucidation of the matter 
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12. I cannot but express my surprise that your Honour should resort for the third 
and last of your proofs of Sikukuni being a rebel to the map attached to the Convention 
made by President Pretorius with the Chevalier Duprat in 1869, since you cannot be 
unaware that similar boundaries fixed by the Proclamation issued by the former in the 
previous year were at once repudiated by Her Majesty's Government on the express 
ground " that tliey included the territories of native tribes who were well known to be 
independent." 

13. I understood, moreover, that your Honour had abandoned all claim to those 
boundaries, extending as they do to the Indian Ocean, when, in your despatch of the 
15th September last, you informed me that the Earl of Carnarvon was misinformed 
when he imagined that the annexation of territory near the East Coast was contemplated 
by the Republic. 

14. On the whole it seems perfectly clear, and I feel bound to repeat it, that 
Sikukuni was neither de jure nor de facto a subject of the Republic when your Honour 
declared war against hini in June last. Whether he had at that time rendered himself 
responsible for the acts of Johannes within the Leydenburg District, or whether, if he 
had done so, no alternative was left to your Honour but an invasion of his country, are 
points on which I am not called to offer an opinion here ; but that he and his tribe are 
entitled to be treated according to the rules of civilized warfare, and that to confiscate 
every acre of their lands, and kill or carry off into bondage their women and 
children, constitutes a violation of the first principles of humanity, I cannot but 
maintain. 

15. Your Honour endeavours to extenuate what has been done, and is doing in these 
respects, since the retreat of the commando, but, I am sorry to say, with what strikes me 
as most inadequate arguments. 

16. The comparison between the punctually-paid and thoroughly-disciplined Cape 
Frontier Police and the desperadoes under Von Schlickmann and Ay 1 ward, attracted 
from the Diamond Fields in hopes of plunder, does not for a moment bear examination. 
A nominal prospect of pay may indeed be held out to the latter, but it is well known 
that not a farthing is forthcoming, and it was on the 20,000 head of cattle still m the 
kraals of the Kafirs, and the farms that were to be won, that Von Schlickmann dwelt 
when he called for recruits. 

17. Your Honour's explanatory statement that the lands promised to those who 
serve to the end of the war are not to consist of those " from which they succeeded in 
expelling the inhabitants," the greater part of which are the private property of the 
farmers, but " of those still open or uninspected Government lands lying east and north- 
east, west and north-west of the Looloo Mountain," appears, so far as I can understand it, 
to be a distinction without a difference, botli classes haying long been in the occupation 
of Sikukuni's people. When I remembered that your Honour had publicly stated two 
years ago that the Government had no farms left at its disposal, and that a mortgage on 
3,000,000 acres has since been granted by your Honour when in Holland as security for 
a railway loan, the natural inference seemed to me to be that fresh conquests must be 
relied on before further grants can be promised. 

18. As respects the cruelties committed on women and children both by the 
Amaswazies and by Von Schlickmann's corps, your Honour ratlier seeks to palliate than 
to deny them. The object of my letter was to protest against the continued employment 
of the former, and to induce your Honour to issue stringent orders to the so-called 
volunteers, and I deeply regret to find that on neither point are satisfactory assurances 
given. 

19. I admit with your Honour that there could be no reasonable objection to 
employ natives under European officers, as in the case of the Hottentot and Fingo Levies 
under British rule, but this is the very reverse of what has been done in the Transvaal, 
whilst neither of the races referred to are of the imcontrollable ferocity which the 
Amaswazies exhibit. 

20. As to similar scenes of indiscriminate slaughter to that which occurred in the 
attack on Johannes' kraal having been witnessed during Cape Kafir wars, I can only 
say I never heard nor read of them, and of this at least I am sure that, if they had been 
brought to the notice of Her Majesty's Government, no excuses for those concerned, 
from the highest to the lowest, would for a moment have been tolerated, and no risk of 
repetition run by continuing to employ sucli a force. 

21. That I only anticipated the views of Her Majesty's Government in writing on 
the subject is shown by Lord Carnarvon's despatch of the 1 9th ultimo, of which I 
forwarded copy to your Honour. 

22. I then felt it my duty to add that the charge against Von Schlickmann and Hia 
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corps of having killed women in cold blood could not be considered suflBciently disproved 
by his simple denial in the face of the later evidence which had been published, and 
that further instances of the capture and slaiigliter of women and children by the 
military forces of the Republic had been cited in the newspapers. I would especially 
instance the atrocities said to liave been committed by Abel l^rasmus, a field-cornet, of 
which I believe your Honour not to be ignorant. 

23. In the face of these terrible tales, I must decline to retract the protest I entered 
in my letter of the 6th ultimo. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) HENRY BARKLY, High Commissioner. 

His Honour the President of the 

South African Republic, 



Inclobure 2 in No. 1 88. 

President Burgers* Reply to Sir H. Barkly^s Despatch. 

Sikukuni^s Right to the Territory and his Political Independence, 

(By an old Resident in the Country.) 

THE lengthy reply of President Burgers to Sir Henry Barkly's despatch, published 
in the " Staats Courant *' of the .8th November instant, is a strange medley of courtesy, 
gratitude, humanity, justice, truth, and their opposites. Having spent many years m 
the Transvaal, and being personally conversant with the history to which Mr. Burgers 
so confidently appeals, the writer deems that silence at this juncture, when matters have 
become so extremely critical, would be criminal ; and considers that it is a duty to show 
that the evidence the President adduces in favour of the Republic and the Boers will not 
bear the strain of a strict and impartial investigation. We shall use as few words as 
possible, and shall follow the order observed in his said reply. 

Adverting to paragraph 3, we see that Mr. Burgers undertakes to show, although 
he says there is no necessity for it, that the Republic has never acted in an arbitrary 
manner to the natives ; that even the semblance of such treatment does not exist. By 
such language as this, our expectation is stretched to its utmost tension ; and we think, 
surely now we shall hear nothing but the truth. 

4 (a). President Burgers says that the Transvaal Government has done its " utmost 
to prevent every act which would be in conflict with the customs of civilized nations.*' 
Is this a fact ? When Sikukuni's messengers were in Pretoria, he promised that an 
ultimatum should be sent to the Chief. This certainly would have been in accordance 
with the usages of civilized States. A declaration of war always precedes the opening 
of hostilities ; and rebels even are offered a choice between submission and punishment. 
With Maslersem, Magali, &c., this was done. It may be that Secocceni expected 
similar treatment. If so, he was disappointed; for the promised ultimatum was never 
sent. 

In civilized countries the wounded, both friends and foes, are provided with medical 
and other aid, and Mr. Burgers makes a great deal of one case which received attention, 
quoting it in his Report in the ** Staats Courant" of November 1, 1876. But he 
neglects to mention that the Kafir referred to had to thank the humanity of Dr. Risslk*8 
son and of a camp Kafir for his rescue. He had lain three days and nights in the veldt, 
his wounds un tended, and without food or water; and that, when he was' brought into 
camp, the Boers protested against it, and threatened to trample him to death, and that 
he (Mr. Burgers) had to be appealed to for this poor Kafir's preservation. Six others 
whom I know of were not so fortunate, for the cattle-herds, finding them in the veldt, 
killed them with their assegais. 

No definite and stringent order was ever given in the camp as to the treatment of 
the wounded enemy, or of the women and children. The Boers frequently said, " We 
shall suffer no woman to live." At Mathebi two blind old women were left alive, for the 
Boers said, " To shoot them would be a waste of ammunition ; they are sure to die of 
hunger and thirst.*' Some of the camp Kafirs were more merciful than many a white 
man ; they provided the old women with water, meat, and fire. Shortly before our 
departure, and after the President had lieard of the matter, they were brought into the 
camp, and the following day were sent to Matsepi. Beyond these none were found or 
saved. The heathen Kafir auxiliaries never thought of showing quarter to a fallen foe 
and thus it appeared to the Boers as a work of supererogation for them to do so. 



248 

4 (6). Mr. Burgers compared the Volunteer Corps under Captain Von Schlickmann 
to the Colonial Border Police, but this is quite a misconception; for the Transvaal 
Corps receives not only provisions and wages,' horses and equipment, but all booty taken 
by them from the Bapeli, and when they have rooted out the tribe, 2,000 morgeu 
(4,000 acres) per man of the conquered territory. Any further vvork of extermination 
which may be required of them will have to form the subject of a new contract and 
new promises of reward. And the Volunteer Corps cannot be ordered about at the 
will of the Government, or be required to do general police duty. It has a special vvork. 
The high renumeration given to members of this corps is justitied, maintains the 
President, by the risks which they expose themselves to in occupying a country " which 
during the summer monll.s is so unhealthy." But it is a fac that Boers and missionaries 
have lived in that country, and none of these have died of fever. Notwithstanding all 
that Mr. Burgers avers to the contrary. Von Schlickmann's Corps is a band of merce- 
naries organized and supported to effect a special purpose — the conquest of Sikukuni; a 
purpose which the Boers, notwithstanding the valour displayed at Mathebi, are admit- 
tedly unable to effect. 

4 (c). Mr. Burgers justifies the employment of native allies and contradicts all 
assertions as to the atrocities reported to have been committed by lliem by the averment 
that they were always *' under the control of white, of civilized officers." We should 
like to know where Commandant Du Plooy was when his Mapocli contingent entered 
Sikukuni's town ? There is no doubt that when Kafirs were commanded by civilized 
officers they were restrained from many excesses ; but how often were they so com- 
manded ? When the officers were Boers they did not lead their Kafirs, but sent them in 
advance, taking care themselves to remain under cover, and then the natives did murder 
and act generally as they chose. Again, we ask, what orders did they receive before 
they were sent into action ? 

Mr. Burgers is thankful to know that in the present war less cruelty and severity 
has been shown towards women and children than in any former Kaffir war in the South 
African BLepublic. 

We ask, however, what would have been the case had there been real fighting, and 
had the Boers had an opportunity of getting at the women and children ? They failed 
gienerally to get at such close quarters with the enemy. In former wars cruelties enough 
were perpetrated. This even Mr. Burgers concedes and appears to regard as proved. 
Referring to the Amazwasi who attacked Johannes, Mr. Burgers ascribes their 
inhumanities to the absence of Commandant Coetzee ; but would it have been otherwise 
if that officer and his Boers had entered the town ? We believe not, for the acts of 
Field Cornets Stephanus Schutte of Leydenburg and of Abel Erasmus of Kruger's Post 
of which sufficient is already known, give us no grounds for arriving at such a conclu- 
sion. Neither does the treatment shown to the Mapoelana Chief Satane. And again 
we would ask, has an earnest investigation ever been instituted into these atrocities ? If 
80, we have never heard a word of it. 

5. The President protests that all danger to the Cape Colony from the Sikukuni's 
revolt, and especially from the return of the Boer Commando, has been provided for and 
prevented by the steps which this Government has taken to hinder Sikukuni from 
pursiiing its advantage by its continued control over the Kafirs, and by its punishment 
of thefls and murders committed by them. To this he ascribes the fact that Leydenburg 
is still in existence. We reply, when has the Government punished any theft — say of 
cattle ? When any murder ? We can adduce many proofs to the contrary. Up to 
this, all powerful and influential thieves and murderers are unrestrained, and only a few 
poor defenceless individuals have been fallen upon. Again, if Sikukuni has been pre- 
vented from following up his advantages, it is to be attributed not to any steps taJcen by 
the Government, but, as stated in the Leydenburg memorial, to the interposition of 
Providence. That Leydenburg has not been demoUshed is to be ascribed to that inter- 
position using as a means the English element for which Sikukuni has shown the greatest 
consideration and respect. 

This Government, with its cowardly armies, is far too weak to oppose the power of 
the native Chiefs. If this were not so, would the President have requested the Governor 
of Natal to restrain Cetywayo ? Even the petty Chief Johanne iwas too potent for the 
Boers. Had the natives at any season of the past leagued together, they might have poured 
in on us from all sides, and this Republic would long since have ended its feeble existence. 
How is it that this has not happened ? Simply because the Boers practice recognizing 
the freedom and independence of Kafir Chiefs, have from motives of self-preservation, 
refrained from the assumption of a hostile attitude towards any but the weak and 
uninfluential. And what would the result be even now were the natives to rise with an 
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united front ? Mr. Burgers himself acknowledges that no human power would be equal 
to the quelling of the storm. Thus every argument and the evidence by which it is 
supported proves that the only means of safety for the white population is an union with 
the adjoining British Colonies. 

6. We do not deny that Sikukuni. or, to be more exact, Johannes, gave the greatest 
provocation to war. We admit that the influence of independent Chiefs is the principal 
stumbling-block to civilization, Christianity, peace, and material well-being. The sooner 
this influence can be annulled the better. At the same time it must be conceded that the 
white population can by no means be excused from blame. Mr. Burgers, however, 
attempts to excuse them, with such ill-success, nevertheless, that he greatly damages 
his own case. Let us test his proofs. The first and most important question is whether 
the Amazwasi had the right to sell to the Boers all the territory up to the 01ifant*s River. 
President Burgers says in his reply that the territory was conquered by the Amaz- 
wasi, and became by a valid purchase the property of the Boers. Is this so ? From 
their own knowledge and experience the Boers cannot decide the matter of the Amaz- 
wasi's right ; it must be proved or refuted by the history of the Amcizwasies and that of 
the Bapedi (Sikukuni's tribe). It is true that a part of the Amazwasi tribe under the 
Chief Soete, about the year 1825 (as we have computed), conquered the territory between 
the Steel Poort and Olifant's Rivers and built kraals there. When, later, Soete died, the 
tribe^ taking with them their Chiefs remains, and their herds, returned to S wazieland, the 
territory, notwithstanding, being considered theirs by virtue of their former conquest of it. 
But when Sekwati heard of the departure of Soete*s people he returned from his exile 
in the far interior ; several minor Chiefs rallied round his standard, and the mountain 
Firing (where ''Magals Town" is marked on Merensky's map, west of the Looloo 
Mountain), became the stronghold of his tribe. Before the advent of the Boers, an 
attempt was made by the Amazwasi under Samkoeba to extirpate Sekwati, but it failed, 
and the former returned at once, discomfited, to their own country. It is necessary to 
explain here that Samkoeba was at that time regent over the whole Amazwasi tribe, 
including the descendants of Soeti, the former conquerors of the Bapedi. By this act 
of reconquest, Sekwati became the lawful owner of the land which his people had been 
driven from previously, and he remained in undisturbed possession of it until about the 
year 1870, when the Amazwasi twice renewed their attacks, and were twice driven back 
with great slaughter. 

The Boers, who purchased the country of the Amazmasi, relied upon what the 
latter told them as to their right of sale. Wholly satisfied, however, they could not 
have done otherwise. They would not have provided in their bargain for the contin- 
gency of an attempt at expulsion by the Bapedi. 

We have shown that the Amazwasi had no right to sell the territory of Sekwati to 
the Boers. But there is another argument which should not be lost sight of, viz., that 
even if they had possessed that right the sale was not made to the farmers in such a way 
as could be binding in any Court of Liiw. Mr. Burgers himself avers that the 
Amazwasi sold the country through fear of the Boers for a merely nominal price, and 
through anxiety to secure the friendship of the " Conquerors of Dingaan." 

We leave the questioft of the possibility of fraud out of consideration but still 
cannot refrain from inquiring whether the Amazwasi really understood the force of the 
document to which they appended their names, or of the rights which it was intended to 
convey to the Boers ; and we should like to know whether Sekwati was ever made 
acquainted with the *^deed" by which it was sought to deprive him of his land. 

We have abundant evidence that that original purchase from the Amazwasi was 
not regarded with anything like satisfaction even by the Boers themselves. They might 
have felt secure of the territory which they had in possession, but they certainly did 
not of that portion occupied by Sekwati. Thus we have the records in Mr. Merensky's 
"History of the Bapedi," of repeated attempts made by the Boers to perdoade Sekwati 
to sell his country. In 1854 a Commission was sent so him for the purpose of endea^ 
vouring to secure, by diplomacy, an acknowledgment that the territory in his occupation 
belonged to the Boers. But instead of granting this he protested against the attempt, 
iand would yield to their solicitations no further than to give a line which should be 
crossed by neither party for the purpose of hunting. 

We should be thankful if President Burgers would publish the agreement to which 
we have alluded made between Sekwati and the Boers in 1854. But this not being 
before us at present, we would point out that the Treaty of 1857 established all for 
which we are contending. According to that Treaty all the land lying between the 
Steelpoort and Olifant's Rivers belonged to Sekwati, for the natives lying beyond the 
Steelpoort were all subject to his jurisdiction alone. Another proof of his indepen** 
(453) 2 K 
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dence is that he never paid tribute to the Republic, n,nd the same is true of Sikuloinl, 
unless, indeed, Mr. Burgers regards the Elephants tusk or other tri6ea which were 
reciprocated by presents from the Government to the Chief as tribute to the State. 

Mr. Burgers endeavours to distort the notice which Sikukuni sent to the Land- 
drost of Leydenburg of his accession to the Chieftancy, after his father's death, into a 
request by him to be acknowledged by the State as Sekwati's successor, and states that 
he at the same time paid the accustomed tribute. This latter statement wc know to be 
incorrect. 

With regard to the proof of Sikukuni's subjection to the Transvaal, which the 
President seeks to glean from the circumstances connected with the establishment of the 
Berlin Mission, all we can say is, he is particularly unfortunate, for every *^ fact " he 
quotes is incorrect. Sikukuni was not Chief at the time as he alleges. Sekwati, 
himself, gave the Missionaries the permission to settle and land for their station. 
Mr. Isaac Holtshausen did not accompany them to make arrangements for their settle* 
ment, but only visited the Chief seven months after they were located. His object in 
that visit was to make inquiries respecting war rumours which were prevalent. The 
whole account is given in Mr. Merensky's Journal, published in 1872, and is well worth 
perusal. '^ 

There are many other points of Mr. Bui^ers' reply which we intended to answer. 
For instance, the matter of the maps. It appears strange to us that Mr. Burgers 
should repudiate the correctness of Dr. Pietermann's map of 1868, since each of the 
two compilers of that map received a farm of 3,000 morgen, by grant of the Volksraad, 
in recognition of the services which, in this matter, they had rendered to the country. 

But we shall forbear the further criticism of a document which, as the production 
of a Statesman, seems to us to stand almost alone in the evidence it evinces of 
ignorance of the past history of the country, whose professed interests it seeks to 
advance, and of disregard to facts with which President Burgers might be presumed to 
be personally conversant. 



Tndosure 3 in No. 186. 

December 2, 1676. 

TH E following telegram was received from Kimberley yesterday : — 
** Transvaal News." — Von Schlickmann killed. Sixty Kafirs killed. (From the 
'* Volksstem"), Lieutenant Rirkman arrived by post last night and reports that on 
the 17th an attack was made on the very strong natural fortress fifteen miles from 
Sikukuni's. After an effectual attempt by seventy of the men under Lieutenant 
Kirkman to carry the place, Captain von Schlickman, with the whole force, made 
another attempt. He was shot through the stomach, and died an hour afterwards, two 
others were killed, viz,, W. Weame and Louis Smid, and three whites and three natives 
wounded. Of the enemy about sixty were killed and 200 huts burnt, but the 
place was not taken. The men at the Steelpoort are divided as to the new leadership^ 
ome being for Kirkman, some being for Aylward. Lieutenant Kirkman arrived at 
Potchefstrom by waggon yesterday, and has been in consultation with President Burgers 
here. The Kafirs about Leydenberg bolder than erer, and constant alarm felt. The 
bank at Leydenberg has obtained a judgment against the Government for 50/., aiid it 
was intended to execute upon some Goverument lands in the neighbourhood. 



Another correspondent forwarded the following from Kimberley yesterday r 
Transvaal mail arrived, — ^The '^ Gold Fields Mercury," in an extra of the 20th^ 
reports: — ** On the morning of the 17th about 103 men left the fort at Steelpoort for 
the purpose of attacking a Kafir kraal eight miles off. Arrived at the place. Captain 
Kirkman and 70 men were told to storm the krantz, which they did, but was repulsed 
by a loss of 4 wounded. Captain von Schlickmann, with the whole of the forc^ thra 
made another attempt. The men went on well under a heavy fire which the Kafirs 
kept up on all sides, and Von Schlickmann and two others fell mortally wounded. Seeing 
that they were at the mercy of the Kafirs, the order was given to carry out the wounded 
and retire, which was done. Captain von Schlickmann died within an hour, the ball 
having passed through the stomach and out near the spine. His conduct throughout 
the whole affair was extremely plucky. Even in the agony of his wound he waved his 
sword and shouted * Forward.' List of killed and wounded :— Dead — Captain von 
Schlickmann, German : Wm. Weame, known as * Brother Bill,* American ; Louis Smid, 
Frenchman. Wounded — Jack Sheppard, through the arm; Gilbert, through the 
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shoulder ; Davis^ spent bullet ; 3 natives badly. On the other side there were about 
30 Kafirs killed. The place attacked is described as a * terrible place/ a very strong 
natural stronghold." 



No. 189. 

Qovemor Sir H. Barkly, G.CJf.G., K.C.B., to the Earl of Carnarvon. — {Received 

December 28.) 

My Lord, Government House, Cape Town, December 4, 1876. 

I HAVK the honour to transmit a letter recently forwarded to me by the 
Rev. Mr. Hepburn, of the London Missionary Society, from Khame, King of the 
Bagamangwatos, praying for the protection of Her Majesty Queen Victoria against the 
Transvaal Boers. 

2* Copy of the reply given by me is likewise transmitted for your Lordship's 
information. 

3. The immediate cause of this application from a Chief dwelling actually within 
the tropics is no doubt found in the reported discovery of a gold field in his territories^ 
whence it would of course be impracticable, under present circumstances, to exclude 
adventurers. 

4. An even more definite petition to be received as a British subject is, as yoor 
Lordship will perceive from the inclosed, likely to be received from the Chief Secheli, 
who lives somewhat nearer to Griqua-Land West. 

5. Both applications are gratifying, inasmuch as they prove the respect in which 
Her Majesty's name is held in these distant regions ; and, though it may be out of the 
question to comply with either of them at present, they are still important, as indicating 
that if the scheme which has been mooted lately for the extension of the electric tele- 
graph from Kimberley to Livingstonia, and thence to Khartoum, be undertaken, British 
influence would suffice to secure the safety of the line at least as far north as the Zambesi 
River. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) HENRY BARKLY. 



Inclosure 1 in No. 189. 
(Translation.) Shosong, August 22, 1876. 

I, KHAME, King of the BagamaDgwato» greet Victoria, the great Queen of the 
English people. 

I write to you, Sir Henry, in order that your Queen may preserve for me my 
country, it being in her hands. The Boers are coming into it, and I do not like thenu 
Their actions are cruel among us black people* We are like money : they sell us and 
our children. I ask Her Majesty to pity me, and to hear that which 1 write quickly. I wish 
to hear upon what conditions Her Majesty will receive me and my country and my 
people under her protection. 

I am weary with fighting. I do not like war, and I ask Her Majesty to give me 
peace. I am very much distressed that my people are being destroyed by war, and I 
wish them to obtain peace. I ask Her Majesty to defend me as she defends all her 
people. 

'There are three things which distress me very much — war, selling people, and 
drink. All these I shall find in the Boers, and it is these things which destroy people to 
make an end of them in the country. 

The custom of the Boers has always been to caiKse people to be sold, and to-day 
they are still selling people. Last year I saw them pass with two waggons fhll of people 
whom they had bought at the river at Tanane (Lake Ngate). 

Again, 1 have made a law against the sale of drink ; and, although I have made it 
kbown to the Boers, they continue to bring it, and thus destroy the law in my own town. 
Like last year, they brought it to the town and sold it to traders, and I had to fine two 
of Her Majesty's people each 20Z., although my heart does not like to do this. I prefer 
very much that Her Majesty's people live nicely in my town, I taking care of them 
nicely, and ihey selling things which we want, and which are right — i.e, doing an 
honourable trade. 

The thing which I ^ant very much is teacliing. 1 want my people to learn, and I 
want peace, in order that my people may live nicely, and that the teaching may 
(453; 2 K 2 
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progress nicely in the country ; and I say these are the things which I shall receive from 
Her Majesty. 

Therefore, I write to Her Majesty, in order that Her Majesty may pity me, and 
answer me speedily. These are the words of my heart, which I have thought to write 
to Her Majesty. 

Let Her Majesty be greeted, and you also be greeted. 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) KHAME, Chief of the Bagamangwato. 

Sir Henry Barkly, K.C.B., 

High Commissioner of Her Majesty, 
Cape Town, South Africa. 



Inclosure 2 in No. 189. 



Reverend Sir, Government House, Cape Town, November 24, 1876. 

I NOT long since received a letter addressed by Khame, the great Chief of the 
Bagamangwato, to Her Majesty Queen Victoria, reporting the invasion of his country 
by the Boers from the Transvaal, and requesting Her Majesty to protect and defend his 
people. 

I shall be obliged by your informing the Chief Khame that his petition will be 
forwarded for presentation to the Queen, and that he may rest assured that Her Majesty 
will endeavour to restrain the Boers from invading his country and ill-treating his 
people, but that the distance from the British dominions is so very great, that it is not 
easy to do this effectually. 

That every means will, however, be used to put a stop to slave -trading, and I 
shall be glad if he will report immediately any cases that may come to his knowledge. 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) HENRY BARKLY, High Commissioner. 

The Rev. J. D. Hepburn, 
Shoshong. 



Inclosure 3 in No. 189« 
Newspaper Extract. 

News from thk Gold Fields. — A NEW gold field is reported to have been 
discovered at Bagamangwato. A Boer brought into Shoshong a fine nugget of 12^ oz. 

A digger has passed through Potchefstrom with 10,000Z. in gold from the Lyden- 
bei^ Gold Fields. 

The volunteers have gone to the front. There is no war news. 

The Kafirs are defiant. 

There is great opposition to the war tax. M. Rietz has refused to stand for 
President. More cowardice exhibited by the Boers. 

The official salaries have not been paid for months past. 

English rule is spoken freely of. 



Inclosure 4 in No. 1 89. 



Sir, Molopololey October 9, 1876. 

I HAVE the honour to report, for his Excellency the Administrator's information^ 
that the Chief Sechele has to-day expressed a strong wish to become a British subject. 

If Sechele and his people are received as British subjects, a large supply of labour 
can be sent from his country. 

I have also to report that the men sent to Lencive's Station have returned witn 
favourable accounts, and that I leave for that place to-morrow, the 10th instant. 

1 have, &c. 
(Signed) A. C. BAILIE. 

Chief Clerk, Colonial Secretariat. 
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No. 190, 

Governor Sir H. Barkly, O.C.M.O.^ K.CM.^ to the Earl of Carnarvon.— ^Received 

December 28.) 

My Lord, Government Homey Cape Tovm^ Decemter 5, 1876. 

REFERRING to my despatch of the 13th ultimo,* in which 1 reported the 
appointment of Colonel Eustace as President with Kreli, I am glad to be able now 
to transmit copy of a telegraphic message just received^ announcing that he had had his 
first meeting with the Chief, which had passed off satisfactorily, and that he hoped the 
question of the boimdary line would be arranged in a friendly way. • 

2. It appears from other accounts that, on hearing of the projected movementsjof 
the police and troops, Kreli had retired into* his forests near the coast, but, finding that 
the rumours were unfounded, returned to his great place, and received the message from 
the Colonial Government in a manner which indicated, according to those best acquainted 
with him, that he was convinced of the prudence of accepting the decision conveyed to 
him, and meant to do so as soon as his sense of dignity would admit. 

I have &c 

(Signed; ' HENRY BARKLY. 



Inclosure in No. 190. 

Telegram from Inspector Chalmers to the Secretary for Native Affairs. 

Komghay December 4, 1876. 
1 BROUGHT the following message from Colonel Eustace, dated 9th instant : — 
** After waiting some days held a meeting with Kreli ; about 2,000 of his tribe 

present. Everything went off satisfactorily ; discussed the boundary line in a friendly 

way, and hope the same will be arranged." 



No. 191. 

War Office to Colonial Office. 

Sir, Pall Mall, December 29, 1876. 

I AM directed by the Secretary of State for War to transmit to you, to be laid 
before the Earl of Carnarvon, copy of a letter received from the general officer com- 
manding the troops at the Cape of Good Hope, relative to the distribution of the troops 
sent to the frontier. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) J. C. VIVIAN. 



Inclosure in No. 191. 

Sir, Cape Town^ Cape of Good Hope, November 26, 1876. 

I DO myself the honour to inform you that the Commodore, Sir W. Hewitt, 
successfully landed from Her Majesty's steam-ship *' Active/* the 1st division of the 
3rd Buffs at Table Bay, from Paternoster Point, where the ** St. Lawrence " was 
wrecked, and that the 2nd division was landed from Her Majesty's steam-ship " Spartan" 
on the 16th instant. 

I caused the regiment to be distributed, the head-quarters in the barracks at Cape 
Town, the remainder in camp at Wynbay. 

Having ascertained that the losses in their equipment were trifling, and that no 
reason existed against their proceeding to East London, where his Excellency the 
Governor had desired me to send them, I requested Commodore Sir William Hewett to 
provide them with a ship to convey them there. For this purpose he chartered the 
'* Dunrobin Castle," in which vessel they sailed on Thursday evening the 23rd instant, 
and arrived on Saturday the 25th idem at noon, and landed the same day. 

His Excellency the Governor of this Colony having requested that troops should 

♦ No. 170. 



bold the frontier line at the Komgha, whilst the Colonial frontier force were employed 
over the Kei, T made arrangements to carry this into execution, and had given orders, 
as I hcre^ direetly infbraied yoi^ for a force of 2 gODS, 50 moimted in&ntry^ and 300 
infantry to be formed at King William's Town for this purpose, 35 men of the Royal 
Artillery, and 40 men, with their officers and non-commissioned officers, accompanymg 
the Srd Bufis in the '' Danrobia Caatfe'' to East London. 

I have givea orders that these men, together with the %d Bufis^ shoold mme to 
King William's Town* 

His Excellency the (Sovemor has now requestfid me to retain the 3jrd Buflb at East 
LondoD, but to allow the Royal Artillery to proceed to King* William's Toiin, and 
the detachment of the 24lh lament to jmn the portion of ti^ corps now al that 

His Excellency states, ^ that it may be ikopeA that the advance of a Ia]^e body of 
police beyond the Kd will not be called for, but that the efiect produced by tlM^ mere 
disenbarcation of the 3rd Boflb at East London will suffice to induce Kreli to tesBp&dt 
the deeision on the boundary question/' 

His Excellency intimates to me that the services of the field force, in the formation 
of which I had considerably advanced, will not be required. 

The 2nd battalion 3rd Bufis will now remain encamped at East London, subject to 
instructions as to whether they are to relieve the 32nd regiment, as directed in the 
Quartermaster-GeneraPs letter of the I3th September, or whether they are to proceed 
to Natal, as ordered in Quartermaster-General's letter of 27th September ; or whether 
they shall reinforce the frontier of the Cape Colony, as requested by his Excellency 
the Governor in his letter of the 3rd instant. 

In the meantime I am preparing the barracks at Fort Beaufort for the occupation 
of 300 men, as requested by his Excellency. 

I have placed myself in communication with the Governor of this Colony^ and also 
with Sir H. Bulwer, the Lieutenant^j^ovemor of Natal, upon the subject of what is to 
be the destination of the three companies of the 2nd battalion 3rd Buffs, which may be 
expected to arrive in Her Majesty's ship *' Orontes " at d'Urban in Natal from the 
Mauritius about the 10th of January. 

It is with much satisfaction that I have the honour to inform you that after a 
careful inspection of the 3rd Buffs 1 found them strong and healthy, but with a very 
few sick— trifling ailments. Their conduct and discipline at the wreck was highly 
spoken of. 

1 beg also to record my sense of the care, alacrity, and watchfulness displayed by 
Commodore Sir W. Hewett, V.C., in all his proceedings regarding the wreck of the 
^^St. Lawrance/' and the rescue of the 3rd Bufis from the position in which they are 
placed. 

I have sent a copy of this letter to his Excellency the Governor of t^e Cape 
Colony. 

I have &c. 
(Signed) ' A. T. CUNYNGHAME, 

Lieutenant- General Commanding. 
The Right Hon. the Secretary of State for War. 



No. 192. 
The Earl of Carnarvon to Governor Sir H. Barkly^ G.C.M.G.f K.C.B. 

Sir» Dovming Street j December 30, 1876. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch of the 
18th ultimo,* forwarding one from the President of the Transvaal Republic in reply to 
the protest which you had addressed to him, in the name of Her Majesty's Government, 
against the continuance of the war with the Chief Sikuknni. 

2. President Burgers' despatch appears to show of itself, and without the necessity 
of any further proof, that the Transvaal Republic has no real claim to any territory 
beyond the Steel Poort River. The terms of the Convention between the Republic and 
Sequati in 1857, as well as the language in which it is couched, give suflScient evidence 
that the latter treated with the Republic as an independent Power, and was acknowledged 
to be so by the Republic itself, and that the Steel Poort River was fixed as the boundary 
between them. 

• No. 178. 
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3. In the face of this agreement it is unnecessary to open up the various questions 
ftich would arise upon consideration of the alleged grant by the Chief Umswaz in 

6 — a document so vague and obscure as to present considerable difficulties in its 
erpretation. 

4. The broad fact seems to be that neither de facto nor de jure has the Republic at 
y time, or at least since 1857, had or exercised any right or jurisdiction north of the 

1 Poort River. 

5. With regard to the protest which you rightly made against the employment of 
rcenaries upon the terms of their being allowed to repay themselves by plunder, I 
ve to observe that the reply of the President pointing to the law of the Volksraad 
thorizing the payment of the salaries to these men cannot be regarded as a sufficient 

wer in view of the fact that the Transvaal Republic is at present without funds for 
most necessary purposes, such even as the maintenance of the postal service to the 
amond Fields, as reported by you in a recent despatch. 

6. After the perusal of President Burgers' despatch, I am driven to the conclusion 
t there is but one course to be pursued, viz., to adhere to your protest against the 
r, and the mode in which it is being carried on by the Government of the Transvaal 
public. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) CARNARVON. 
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